
Yeng Yang
I believe everything 
is possible through 
God  — by trusting 
and believing in Him.  
The best thing about 
being able to serve is 
to spread the Gospel 
and to get things done 
by the working of His 
Spirit. While serving 

Him, I notice that it not only helps me re�ect on what I 
can do for others, but also what others can do for me. 
Life is short. You never know what could happen the 
very next second. To have the pleasure to breathe 
every day is a blessing to me. I would love to use any 
opportunity as much as I can to live life to the fullest 
and ful�ll God’s plans for me.
I believe everyone was created beautifully, and we are all 
di�erent from one another.  However, because of hatred, 
the world has been twisted and is �lled with judgment. 
My favorite verse in the Bible is James 4:12: There is only 
one lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save and to 
destroy. But who are you to judge your neighbor? We would 
all bene�t by keeping this verse in mind.

Pang Yang
As a young child, my 
family sometimes 
attended a Baptist 
church, but we were 
Shamans. My dad was 
one of the big Shamans 
that performed rituals. 
At one point my dad 
got really sick; his 
doctor told us he didn’t 

have long to live. Dad wanted my siblings and me to ask 
our Christian friends and the Baptist pastor to pray for 
him, and they did. The very next day a wonderful thing 
happened. My dad was able to get up and walk around 
like there was nothing wrong with him. He gradually got 
better. My family converted to Christianity after that. 
Teaching younger children and seeing them remember 
God and what Jesus has done for us gives me great joy 
and satisfaction. 
For personal spiritual growth, I read the Devotion Bible. 
It breaks down the Bible into smaller sections, so it’s 
easier to stop and review what I’ve read. 
The body of believers should accept everyone whole-
heartedly. If you deny the diversity among us in the 
Body of Christ, it’s like denying the teaching of Jesus 
for all. Instead, embrace and learn about the diversity 
among us.

Hearts Woven for Service

We are pleased to introduce you to four of the Heart to Heart Sisters 
who attended the 2017 LWML Convention in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
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Toyin (Oluwatoyin) 
Akinde Fakuajo
I am from Nigeria, though I inherited my U.S. 
citizenship from my parents. I was born into 
a Christian family; I grew up attending a non-
denominational church once or twice a week. 
I am a product of Christian-based education. 
I was baptized when I was about 13 years of 
age. After my father returned to Nigeria from 
the U.S. in 1987, we joined a Lutheran church 
that was started by missionaries. Through this, 
I learned about the Gospel of grace, which has 
shaped my worldview. 
I am a member of Grace Lutheran Church 
in Brooklyn Park, Minnesota, where my 
children were baptized. Before joining Grace, 
I attended Zion Lutheran Church in Hopkins. 
My husband, Johnson, and I are committed 
to daily re�ection and prayer together as 
a family. We are avid users of the Portals of 
Prayer for daily re�ection. We spend time 
every day reading and discussing the Bible. 
Working at a Lutheran-based university 
(Concordia, St. Paul) has also allowed me 
to bring my faith to my work. It is truly a 
privilege to live out my faith in the process of 
my vocation.   
I think we are all called to the Body of 
Christ. Our di�erences help me to see and 
appreciate the blessing of God to us as His 
people, to live and �ourish together. Hence, 
sharing the love of Christ is part of who I am. 
It is part of my fellowship with others and in 
service to humanity. Therefore, my work, my 
home, and my community are all mission 
�elds. My life is not compartmentalized — 
my values as a Christian are re�ected in my 
parenting, in my community e�orts, and all 
spheres of my life. 

Senait Gonfa 
I was born into a Christian family in West 
Ethiopia, though my brother and I were 
orphaned as children. Growing up I saw 
churches close down and Christians who 
were prosecuted and jailed.
Because of this danger, we would gather in 
homes for prayer every evening. Though I 
missed going to church, prayer and Sunday 
School continued in homes, according 
to age. I �nished Sunday School and 
con�rmation class and was trained to teach 
Sunday School in a home church. Later, the 
Ethiopian government allowed churches to 
open again. It was amazing how churches 
boomed in every part of the city. God is good 
all the time. Emanuel, God with us. 
But by God’s grace, I am who I am today. 
When I look back, I am reminded of God’s 
goodness and mercy. The Lord is a refuge for 
the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble. 
Those who know your name trust in you, for 
you, LORD, have never forsaken those who seek 
you (Psalm 9:9–10).
 I �nd joy and satisfaction in serving others, 
sharing the abundance of life God gave me, 
and encouraging those who are down with the 
encouragement I have received from the Lord.
Every morning I read my Bible, just a verse, 
and meditate on it for the entire day. It is 
like medicine for me. I also pray with my 
husband and kids every evening before bed. 
In addition to this, my husband and I fast and 
pray as God helps us.
For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only Son (John 3:16a). I think we should 
learn to accept that God loves all, and He 
already paid the price for our salvation. We 
can do nothing but trust in Him. We must 
intentionally pray for unity. We need to wake 
up to the truth — nothing is too di�cult for 
God. May God bless all of us.

“We must 
intentionally 
pray for unity. 
We need to 
wake up to 
the truth — 
nothing is 

too difficult 
for God.”

Senait Gonfa
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