
Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without 
knowing it. Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison, and those who are 
mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering. (Hebrews 13:2-3) 

The Bible is rich with scripture that calls us to welcome the foreigner and visit those in prison. Every day, the United 
States government locks up tens of thousands of men, women and families with children, who are charged with breaking 
our immigration laws. This massive detention system, comprised of 250+ federal, state and local jails and 3 family 
detention centers, comes at an enormous cost. In fiscal year 2016, the federal government budgeted $2.3 billion for the 
detention of immigrants. However, the humanitarian cost is far greater. Refugees, asylum seekers, survivors of torture and 
victims of human trafficking and violent crimes are amongst those detained while their immigration case is processed and 
the very real potential for deportation lingers indefinitely. Being confined in prison or prison-like conditions can be deeply 
re-traumatizing and harmful, especially for those who have suffered torture and trauma in their home countries.  

Christmas should be a time of joyful celebration with family and friends. Yet, for millions of refugees and migrants, 
forced to flee their homelands in search of safety and protection, the joy announced by the birth of our Savior this 
Christmas will seem very far away. This winter, bring joy and hope to our brothers and sisters isolated in immigration 
detention through writing and decorating holiday cards in English and Spanish. 

Get involved! 

Step 1: Copy the messages of encouragement translated into Spanish, or write your own Spanish greetings. Draw a 
picture or write your favorite Bible verse to personalize the card. 

Step 2: Please do not put cards in individual envelopes. Instead, place all the cards in a few large manila envelopes 
addressed to the LIRS office (LIRS 700 Light Street, Baltimore, MD 21230). 

Step 3: LIRS will help deliver the messages of hope to the mothers and children detained in family immigration 
detention centers in Texas and Pennsylvania.

Susan Palmer, right, hand-crafting holiday cards for families in detention with her daughter Isabel. 



Sample Greetings in Spanish  

 
Querido amigo; 

 
Dear friend, 

Saludos de [city/state]. Me llamo [first name]. Greetings from [city/state]. My name is [first name]. 

Feliz Navidad Merry Christmas 

Quiero que sepas que no estás sola. Estoy pensando en 
ti y tu situación en aquel lugar. Estoy rezando por ti y 

tu familia. También estoy luchando por justicia para ti, 
tu familia, y todos que salen de sus países en busca de 

una vida mejor. 

I want you to know that you are not alone. I am 
thinking about you and your situation there. I am 

praying for you and your family. I am also fighting for 
justice for you, your family, and all who leave their 

countries in search of a better life. 

Miles de personas estan trabajando para mantener a ti y 
a tú familia seguros. No te olvidamos. 

Please know that thousands of people are working to 
keep you and your family safe. You are not forgotten. 

 
Nunca olvides, estamos orando y luchando por ti y tú 

familia. 
Never forget that we are praying and fighting for you 

and your family. 
 

La bendición de Dios llevando paz en Navidad y para 
el Año Nuevo 

God’s blessings and peace at Christmas and for the 
New Year 

Que Dios Te Bendiga! May God bless you! 

 

Immigration detention is a lonely experience. A kind word in the form of a letter can make a huge difference. Writing letters is an easy 
and meaningful way to be a compassionate presence to those in immigration detention – to remind them that they are not alone or 

forgotten. To learn more about how to become a pen pal, please email JCoffin@lirs.org. 
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