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Mercy House for Women and Children 

Franklin Avenue Mission, Flint, Michigan, $100,000 

 

Mission Grant Story 
The Franklin Avenue Mission (FAM), established by area LCMS churches in Flint, 
Michigan, serves one of the poorest cities in America where 46% of the general 
population live below the poverty level. On the east side of the city, these 
percentages increase to 80%.  The mission is sustained entirely by member 
congregations, individual donations, and many volunteers as it provides much 
needed services to the east side. Meals are served, Bible studies offered, and an 
adult supervised children’s program is provided for the community. In the larger 
context, FAM is working outside brick and mortar walls being missionaries to the 
poor of an urban city.   

Franklin Avenue Mission has taken a bold step in providing an additional much 
needed service in the area by providing a safe, caring, and loving residence for 
local unwed mothers and a safe haven for women and children needing to escape 
abusive relationships. The mission has purchased the residence next door for this 
purpose. The home is in need of renovation as well as additional square footage. 
This home has become “Mercy House for Women and Children.” Through this 
mission, the volunteers and workers hope to reflect and teach the best practices of 
parenting and relationship building, providing a different view of family and living 
unknown to many. The home will also provide a secure place for unwed mothers to 
live, giving them an alternative to abortion.   

This mission is providing the means for local and regional LCMS members to 
serve in the mission field by becoming the hands, feet, face, and voice of Jesus; an 
opportunity many in the area would not otherwise have the ability or means to 
serve. With the funds from this grant, the Franklin Avenue Mission can continue 
with confidence in laying out plans for the Mercy House. 

 


