
SETTING THE TONE
btw …

Heavenly Name above all names 
and Lord of all lords,

I’m so in awe of how marvelous You are! 
This year of celebration reminds me of 
what You have done for me — what You 
have done for my family — what You have 
done for our church — what You have 
done for Your creation. With just a word 
You created it all — the universe — the 
intricate biochemical workings of Your 
world — the mere men and women who 
carry out Your plans. 
When I think that You chose me, by the 
power of Your Spirit, to be in Your heartfelt 
plan, my heart bursts with love for You. 
My soul sings in jubilation! I want to shout 
praises from the rooftop! 
You accomplished Your plan of 
salvation and restoration of that perfect 
relationship with You. Lord Jesus, You 
gave the command to make disciples, 
to take Your plan and Your Word to the 
ends of the earth — and You equipped 
the disciples with Your Spirit to show 
generations to come those plans. 
In Your righteousness and justice, You sent 
other men and women to show us the 
way — people like Martin and Katharina 
Luther. You used them to correct the ways 
of the church when You counseled their 

hearts, by Your Word and Spirit, to stand 
against the flood of wrong teachings in 
our world. You fashioned them to be ripe 
for this effort. 
What a heritage we have! It has passed down 
from generation to generation because Your 
love is steadfast and Your Word is 
faithful. Thank You that I am 
a part of this Lutheran 
heritage. Thank You 
for keeping Your 
eye on us. Thank 
You for letting us 
work with You on 
Your mission — 
of making us Your 
Lutheran Women 
in Mission. 
For 75 years, You have 
turned our modest mite 
offerings into mighty mission 
support to further Your kingdom. You truly 
take the ordinary and make it extraordinary! 
Our hope is in You. We wait for You to 
direct our next step on the path of life 
because we trust in You above all. And 
we will sing — oh, how we will sing 
and shout and praise and make music 
— because Your steadfast love fills our 
world! Amen. Q

Praying 
the 

Psalms
inspired by Psalm 33

By Sheila Lutz

btw is the acronym for 
“by the Way (Jesus). ” 

It sets the tone 
for the current issue.
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