PETER:
FROM FISHERMAN TO FISHER OF MEN

Fearlessly Following Your Calling

by Donna Pyle

Leader’s Guide

A Bible study on the life and
ministry of the Apostle Peter
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Introduction

One of the most effective, life-changing, ways mwging as disciples of Jesus Christ is
to gather around the Word of God. There are maoglent Bible studies, so it is an honor that
you have chosen this studeter: From Fisherman to Fisher of Men, Fearlessly Following Your
Calling.

Although this is an eight-session study, you mayosie to expand it to sixteen weeks, or
even longer, if your group desires.

While Scripture is the centerpiece of our studyetimgetherPeter: From Fisherman to
Fisher of Men provides the structure. To absorb the maximum fiteegery participant should
have their own Workbook in which to record answard write personal notes and prayers. Each
lesson is accompanied by a DVD teaching sessioohabnds further insights into each week’s
study.

Besides Christ Himself, who better than the ApoBté¢er (who was instrumental in
establishing and greatly influencing the first ecggtchurch) to teach us how to live as effective
followers of Christ?

This study is not meant to simply provide a histofpne man’s life. Rather, | hope that
this study dramatically impacts your spiritual wakwe learn how God used Peter’s
brokenness, failures, struggles, and triumphs.

This study covers Peter’s calling and walking wi@sus in the Gospels, to his great
accomplishments found in Acts, 1 Peter, and 2 Pktghope is to provide a clear, meaningful
picture of Peter’s life from his early years bef@rmwing Christ through his death in Rome

around AD 68.



PREPARATION

First, determine the dates, time, and place to to&lBible study. If it will be held in a
church, remember to secure permission and rego@syour gatherings be added to the church
calendar. This will allow even more women to kndveat the study.

These studies tend to draw women of all ages, reeedb offer childcare options and
consider handicap accessibility needs. Pre-regjsitrés beneficial to ensure that your meeting
place will be big enough and childcare is adeqyatslvered. Also, consider buying the
Workbooks in bulk to save postage for individualsd perhaps a few extra copies for any who

did not pre-register.

GETTING THE WORD OUT

Without a doubt, women are busy. Consequentlyt st@moting the study four to six
weeks before the start date. You can use the Bhibttrailer video to promote the study, as well
as social media promotional materialswatw.lwml.org/bible-studies. Be sure to utilize social
media! Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram are ajpfioin getting the word out.

Check with local newspapers and radio stationsesmany offer free public service
announcements. Include location, date/time, arslysnformation, along with childcare, cost, and
a contact number.

If you are hosting this Bible study in your homee{ldone!), a handwritten note, quick
text, or telephone call personalizes the invitatibryour home will accommodate it, encourage

them to bring a friend to the study who may fincharch environment intimidating.



LEADING THE STUDY

This Bible study is designed to lead your group aomath toward a more intimate
relationship with God. You can walk through thiadst in a variety of ways: individually, in a
small group, and during family discussions. Conseteouraging your church’s small group to
undertake this study together or asking your pdstoffer it as a Sunday morning Bible class.

Each lesson provides valuable tools for explormpartant aspects of your faith walk with
other believers who also desire spiritual growthriBg this process, you will get to know one
another, your stories, struggles, and victoriesa&will be similar, others will differ greatly from
your own, but my hope is that they will provide ywith a fresh perspective.

As you and your group exchange insights, pray fod @ expand your understanding of
Scripture and deepen the bonds of faith, friendsai Christ-centered purpose among your
group.

If you are walking through this study individualligke your time. Work through each
lesson carefully, allowing time for God to move yadong at your own pace. But, keep moving!

One person should be designated as the grouptddmili She does not need to have prior
training in leading a Bible study or discussionugyro The facilitator simply ensures that the
discussion stays on track using this Leader’s Gistie can also speed up or slow down the group
time by choosing to skip some questions or cona&atonger on others to fit your allotted study
time, ensuring that no one gets left out of théhtauilding, friendship-solidifying process.

Each group’s dynamics and study pace will vary. iy complete an entire lesson each
time you meet. Other groups may take their timgetioas far in a lesson as time allows, then pick
up where they left off during their next gatherifidnis study may take you eight weeks, sixteen
weeks, or a year, but the most important focuse@ning God’s Word and growing in faith

together.



The DVD portions of each lesson run between fastgikty minutes, and each lesson in
the Study Guide takes forty-five to sixty minuteswalk through (depending on discussion
generated). Those are important numbers to knowmwhbe are organizing your group. You may
want to meet for two hours to watch the DVD andhtierk through the corresponding lesson
together. However, many groups do not meet forhouars.

This Leader’s Guide contains detailed instructionfiow to lead the eight-week, sixteen-
week, and study-at-your-own-pace plans.

Keep in Mind

As a facilitator, be aware that such in-depth Bgiledly may be an entirely new experience
for some people. At first they may feel a tad ovezimed — | certainly was when | did my first
one! | wanted to give the right answers, but ouwmetrealized that sometimes arriving at those
together was a more rewarding process. It was atimfoto discover that | was rarely the only
new person to this kind of a class. Yes, | fellysithen | did not know the right answers or
understand where the writer was coming from. Howetat lessened over time as God worked
in my heart through His Word and the encouragerakfgllow class members.

Just remember to be sensitive about calling on eaméo answer a question directly,
because they may or may not feel prepared to do so.

Around midway through the study or sooner, somelgemight stop attending class for
various reasons. Be sure you have a list of yagscinembers’ phone numbers and emails so that
you can reach out to them and provide a prayetfdge for them to finish strong. It also provides
an opportunity to discover if something has hapgeaneheir lives that the class can pray them
through or help in a tangible way. Then be sufeifow up with that person to let them know that

the class specifically prayed for them. Such |efelare and concern bonds the class more closely



together. My deepest desire is that no one idkdfind. Being part of a vibrant, growing, spiritual
community makes a big difference in our faith walks

Tips for Facilitating the Class

Many leaders believe that the study questions #asily by themselves. As women begin
to share what the Lord has revealed to them thrtlugiiVord during their study time, conversation
is lively as they learn from each other. Sometinfesyever, the conversation needs simple
guidance.

You will likely face those study times when the gersation does not flow easily because
only a few women have done their homework. Thig/lere you, as the facilitator, need to be
prepared. Look through the lesson beforehand amkl wiaich ones are likely to provide the best
conversation according to the interests of youlystggroup. Be willing every now and then to offer
one of your answers first, to break the ice andgtite discussion.

There are two things powerful steps that a leadertake to best guide your study group:
(1) ask God to stir in you a genuine love for eadman in the class; and (2) pray for each of them
faithfully that God will grow and enlighten thenrdlugh the study and for the tenacity to complete
each lesson.

If you have led a class before, you know that somest one or two people may monopolize
the conversation. Sometimes that person is theté&diide the conversation in order to take back
the helm, keep the class on track, and draw eachanonto the discussion.

Making eye contact with quieter class members eragms their involvement in the
discussion. If she appears hesitant or unwillingatk, steer the conversation easily to the next

guestion to avoid awkwardness.



When the conversation is flowing well, sometimes tilass can get sidetracked on a
parallel issue. Gently bring it back to the studgigic by reading a Scripture passages provided in
that lesson or re-asking the question. Those nativied in the sidetracked conversation will be
grateful.

You may run into a situation where the opinionsanswers shared do not line up with
Scripture, or where the conversation has turnedtdwa gripe or gossip session. Offer a silent,
quick prayer for wisdom, and gently steer the cosaton back on track. Sometimes it is
unnecessary to correct the issue during that tilaes but keep your eyes open for opportunities
to bring the light of Truth to those people — eiférhappens in the following lesson. It is impemt
to avoid arguments or make anyone look foolisha®mgentle truth and let the Holy Spirit do the
rest. Remember to ask your pastor to provide hsslorn and direction, as well.

Encouragement and Prayer

It is difficult for some people to simply get thiglueach day, much less each lesson, so
when they show up to class be sure to encourage fhleank them for coming and for faithfully
remaining in the group. Though it may not seem irtgpd, make sure that the study group’s space
is clean, ready for class, even providing extradippens and pencils (if available). These little
touches go a long way in removing any stress oridsarto women participating in the study.
Snacks and coffee or tea are always welcome! If gtass is large, consider offering a sign-up to
bring snacks. Involving the class members helps@age faithful attendance.

Prayer is a vital part of this study. Be sure tketdime to allow women to share the
challenges and victories they are experiencingugindhe study with the group. This goes a long

way in encouraging transparency and participation.



Take Heart, Leader

| want to encourage you not to be disheartendgkittass starts shrinking over time. That's
a normal occurrence with in-depth Bible study. Maegsons exist for it that we cannot change,
such as family situations and change of schedidesvever, some reasons like interpersonal
conflicts, or frustration with lack of structurearcbe addressed by you. Be sure to follow up with
the people who miss each class to find out if eireyokay and how you can pray for them. Personal
contact goes a long way in bringing back waywaranivers.

Finally, YOU are in my prayers, dear Leader. Thgol for stepping forward — keep doing
so! Don't shrink back because God is using you is $frength as a tool to open His Word to
others. And, dear friend, God will grow and blees yn extraordinary, unexpected ways — simply

because you said, “Here am I, send me!”

USING THIS LEADER’S GUIDE

Even though many of you will not need this detalleéder’'s Guide, it may be helpful to
skim through the week’s checklist to ensure youhétteng the important points.

The Eight-Week Study Plan is designed for an apprately one-hour class over eight
weeks. Unfortunately, with time constraints you lwihiss out on uninterrupted, in-depth
conversation together as a group. You'll have timevatch the video, discuss a few questions,
and then dismiss the class to do the homework @in dlvn.

The Sixteen-Week Study Plan is also designed fomexhour class over sixteen weeks.
This plan alternates one week of video and disoussith one week of working through the Study
Guide lesson together. There may be some lessoas thie discussion gets so rich that you will
not be able to work through the whole lesson. Eragel them to finish the lesson at home and

call you if they have any questions during theivate study time.



The Study-At-Your-Own-Pace Plan is designed to whtkugh all of the DVD lessons
and entire Study Guide lessons as a group. Youwsiith the DVD one week, then meet as many
weeks afterward as necessary to walk through thepaaion lesson in the Study Guide. Some
groups have taken the better part of a year ukisgriethod, but their resulting relationships with
the Lord and with each other are deep and rich.

The general layout of each of these plans is irduoelow.NOTE: The questions for
each plan are located at the back of the Leader's@de in one place to save repetition. They

are also included in the back of each workbook.

WHAT THIS STUDY INCLUDES:

» DVD Teaching Videos — eight live teaching lessawnst forty-five to sixty minutes
each.

* One Workbook — You can order each member a workloobklk or ask them to
obtain one on their own.

» Memory Verses — eight Bible verses that correlatestch lesson. Although this is
optional, memorizing Scripture is powerful. Pleasasider asking the group to

memorize at least two of the eight, if not all gigh



GETTING READY FOR CLASS

Preparation:

Arrive early for a quiet moment to pray for eachdsint and the upcoming lesson.
Test video equipment to ensure all is working priypeith the lesson’s DVD.

Set up the meeting room, brew coffee, and setedtgshments for a warm welcome.
Ensure you have nametags handy so that women gebw one another.

Greet class members as they arrive and ensuréngweya workbook.

EIGHT Week Plan

The first time you meet, provide the following oviemw so that class members are
comfortable with what to expect each week. Eachkvilee class will:

o start with prayer, discuss a couple of questiond,vaatch video;
o end with discussing a couple of questions and chageprayer; and
o complete homework on their own.

SIXTEEN Week Plan

The first time you meet, provide the following oviemw so that class members are
comfortable with what to expect each week.

The first week:
o0 begin with prayer, discuss a couple of questiond,veatch video;
o end with discussing a couple of questions; and

0 receive the homework assignment from the workbookliscussion next week,
and close with prayer.

The second week:

0 begin with prayer and walk together through tha¢ki®lesson, getting as far as
class time allows;

o discuss questions and talk through insights; and
o0 close with prayer.

Alternate first and second week formats until thuelg is completed.

STUDY-AT-YOUR-OWN-PACE Plan

There is no set number of weeks to this plan.
Watch the DVD lesson and then take your time wglkhrough the workbook.



EIGHT-WEEK PLAN

* Welcome the class warmly.

* Open with prayer, then ask the pre-DVD questiohewing time for answers.

* Watch DVD.

» After watching the lesson, ask the post-DVD questji@llowing time for answers.

* End class at the appointed time, asking membersrtgplete the current lesson in their
workbook during the upcoming week. You will movethe next DVD lesson when you
gather again.

» Ask if anyone has any prayer requests for the gr@lgse with prayer.

SIXTEEN-WEEK PLAN
(Each of the eight lessons will cover two meeting dates.)

MEETING 1 OF 2
* Welcome the class warmly.
» Open with prayer, then ask the pre-DVD questiolewng time for answers.
* Watch DVD.
» After watching the lesson, ask the post-DVD questj@llowing time for answers.

* End class at the appointed time, asking membaersrtgplete the current lesson in their
workbook during the upcoming week. You will disctise homework together next
week.

» Ask if anyone has any prayer requests for the gr@lgse with prayer.

MEETING 2 OF 2
* Welcome the class warmly.

» Open with prayer. If you have a large study gragmsider breaking into smaller groups
of ten or less so that each person will have a@hé&m participate in the discussions.

» Walk through the lesson in the workbook togeth@oking up Scripture passages and
discussing the questions together in your group.

» At ten minutes before the end of class, bring tloeigs back together (if applicable). Ask
if anyone has a prayer request that the group @nfpr over the coming week.

* Next week, you will begin the DVD for the next less

» Close in prayer.

10



STUDY-AT-YOUR-OWN-PACE PLAN

DVD Portion

Welcome the class warmly.

Open with prayer, then ask the pre-DVD questiolgwang time for answers.
Watch DVD.

After watching the lesson, ask the post-DVD questi@llowing time for answers.

End class at the appointed time, asking membeksdp the group in prayer and look
over their notes from the DVD session. Next week) will begin walking through the
homework together as a group.

Ask if anyone has any prayer requests for the gr@lgse with prayer.

Study Guide Portion

Welcome the class warmly.

Open with prayer. Remain as one large study growge 3you have opted to allow time
for people to answer and discuss as the Lord |8duse is no rush to complete any
lesson on a specific timeframe other than your graup’s agreement.

Walk through the lesson together, looking up Sargppassages and discussing the
guestions together. Get as far as class time allatidn the lesson.

End class at the appointed time, asking membeétsdp praying through what the Lord
has taught them from the lesson during the upcomigk. You will pick up together
exactly where you left off in the workbook next we# you finished, you will move on
to the next lesson.

Ask if anyone has any prayer requests for the gr@lgse with prayer.

MY PRAYER FOR YOU
My prayer for you, dear Leader, is that God hadugour time facilitating this study to

grow and stretch your faith. As you studied His W/drpray that He drew you closer to Him and

created lasting bonds of friendship among younstgrdup. | pray that God has strengthened your

leadership skills and increased your love and casipa for those you have led. But most of all,

| pray that our Lord continues to ignite a fireyiour soul to follow Him more closely and know

Him more intimately. Thank you for being brave!
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INDIVIDUAL LESSON QUESTIONS

LESSON 1
PRE-DVD QUESTIONS

* As we begin this study of Peter’s early years, @& that Jesus called Peter away from
his family business to follow Him. Peter was ndtlirtime church worker. What does
this mean to you as you serve the Lord where Hasegd you?

» Jesus chose Peter and the disciples from theinanglcareers, not from among Jewish
scholars. How does that give you confidence t@Wllesus in your chosen profession,
whether inside or outside the home?

PosT-DVD QUESTIONS
* What did you find most surprising about Peter'dyepears?

» Peter was brought to Christ (literally) by his Ivet, Andrew. Would you feel
comfortable doing so with a family member? Why ¢nwnot?

LESSON 2
PRE-DVD QUESTIONS

* When Jesus called Peter to follow Him, Peter wamplyi going about his ordinary life as
a fisherman. Yet Jesus had bigger fish for Peteatch through the power of the Holy
Spirit: souls for God’s kingdom. Jesus was abounterrupt Peter’s plans for the rest of
Peter’s life. How open are you to receiving Jesugrruptions in your life?

* What is the biggest change of course that God stdted in your life?
PosT-DVD QUESTIONS

* Six key words uttered by Peter were instrumentlisropenness to follow Jesu8ut at
Your word, I will ... ” Do you struggle with being open to follow Chrighen you can't
see the purpose of the journey or where it will’znd

* What did you learn about the meaning of being eiplis and discipleship that you found
new or impactful?

LESSON 3
PRE-DVD QUESTIONS

» God created a Sabbath day of rest and calledyt Neit many of us work seven days a
week to simply keep up with our chaotic pace @&.Ii#WWe have turned Sunday into a day
of catching up, instead of resting and allowingltbed to recharge our spiritual batteries
and draw us closer to Him. Whether Sunday, or arathy of the week, have you
intentionally set aside one day to rest, relax, laumttl relationships with others and God?
If so, what do you do? If not, why?

12



PosT-DVD QUESTIONS

What struck you most personally in today’s lesson?

Jesus loved all people and never turned away anybpesought Him for help. As His
followers, how can we learn to consistently refleeth compassion personally and
corporately?

LESSON 4
PRE-DVD QUESTION

This lesson will focus on the events of the lastsdhat Peter walked with Jesus on earth.
We walk through Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, tihec@ixion, and Jesus’ glorious
Resurrection. As you experience that Holy Weekauaryfaith walk today, what impacts
you most deeply?

PosT-DVD QUESTIONS

After Peter followed Jesus and witnessed all thatid did, what strikes you most
profoundly about Peter’'s denial of Jesus?

Sometimes when the going gets tough, we fall baaittat we know instead of stepping
forward in faith. How does Jesus’ restoration afePencourage you today?

LESSON 5
PRE-DVD QUESTIONS

This lesson we move into the book of Acts to lobthe first century church. Jesus’
disciples and His followers faced persecution flwoth the religious leaders and secular
government. What kind of persecution do we faclas$ century Christians?

Do you believe it is easier to tell people abosudetoday than it was in the first century?
Why or why not?

PosT-DVD QUESTIONS

We learned many things about Pentecost in thistedsow has this affected your
understanding of the importance and divine intetiearthat happened on that significant
day?

Peter preached his first Gospel sermon on Pentdeetdr kept reminding those gathered
thatthey had been the ones who killed Jesus. The HolytSuinivicted them and
thousands were baptized that day. Afterward, weadssautiful portrait of the believers.
How do you see such fellowship in our churchesy@da
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LESSON 6

PRE-DVD QUESTION

* As this lesson continues walking through Acts, vk see how Peter boldly proclaimed
Christ, even in the face of cruel treatment. Wheu talk to people about Jesus, do you
tend to be bold or timid? Does it depend on theucnstances?

PosT-DVD QUESTIONS

* We walked through Peter’s visit to Cornelius’ hoi@ed had to dispel some long-held
beliefs that Peter had about food and then ordiesticircumstances for Peter to visit a
home he would have never visited before. What atedping today in the name of
Christ, and for His sake, that you did not do eaiil your faith walk? How has that
matured your faith?

» The story of Cornelius is such a beautiful disgpégod’s love for all people. Through
the power of the Holy Spirit, Peter proclaimed @&spel to Cornelius and his whole
family, and they were saved that very day. The F8pyit makes us bold! How have you
experienced that boldness in your life?

LESSON 7

PRE-DVD QUESTIONS

* In this lesson, we move out of the book of Act® itlite epistle of 1 Peter. One thing Peter
teaches is that we are called to be holy. Withookihg up a definition, what does being
holy mean to you personally?

* Why do you believe God calls us to be holy?
PosT-DVD QUESTIONS

* In 1 Peter 2, Peter calls believéirgang stones--rock hard hearts of sin softened by the
grace of God. How have you noticed God molding ysaftened heart?

» Peter emphasizes the importance that we are tmbis @itnesses about Christ. There
are many ways to fulfill that calling. In what wage you witness about Christ?

LESSON 8

PRE-DVD QUESTION

* We have reached our last lesson! Here, we will tartihe epistle of 2 Peter. Peter
reminds Christians again that all who receive Jésusith stand on equal footing. What
does that mean to you?

PosT-DVD QUESTIONS

» Peter once again references the transfiguratiéhoft that he was privileged to witness
— one of only three human beings to ever see trgy gFf God emanating from Christ

14



Himself. How has Christ so impacted you with Hghli that you can’t stop talking about
it?

» As we have studied Peter’s life from his callindhte death, how has it impacted you
personally? How has it affected your relationsmd aalk with Christ?

e
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