
The LCMS Ministry to the Armed 
Forces supports almost 200 chaplains, who 
represent the church on active duty, the 
reserves, the National Guard, and Civil 
Air Patrol. Chaplains meet the needs of 
military personnel and their families. We 
care deeply for those men and women 
who currently serve in our armed forces 
and they are in our prayers. But for those 
pastors who have put on the uniform of 
our military, and for those who served our 
nation and live in our communities, there 
is deep gratitude.

Chaplains host Bible studies, lead 
worship in chapels, tents, and training 
areas. Chaplains do marriage counseling, 
marriage seminars, battle-ready training, 
and death and bereavement counseling. 
They perform marriages, baptisms and 
funerals. Often their “congregation” is 
made up of many hundreds of thousands. 
And, their congregants don’t always come 
to them; the chaplains go to them to 
meet their needs. Chaplains are on flight 
lines, tank ranges, in shipyards, hospitals, 
even foxholes. They go where there is 
an opportunity to touch a life. Military 

men and women are often young and 
have young families. Many have never 
been a part of a church and know little 
to nothing about the spiritual resources 
available to them. Chaplains, with the 
help of the Holy Spirit, can open their 
hearts to hear the Word of the Lord and 
know Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

One way for us to support and care 
for our Chaplains, and the military in 
general, is through project Operation 
Barnabas. Congregations are equipped 
to give compassionate care and outreach 
to all military connected people (active, 
reserve, retired, veterans and their loved 
ones).  We can reach out through witness 
and mercy at the local level, whether it 
is the families of loved ones deployed 
or assisting those who have served to 
reintegrate back home with their family, 
their church and their community. You 
can get information about this program 
and other ways to help support our active 
and reserve chaplains at www.lcms.org/
ministry-to-the-armed-forces. Most of all 
we can keep our chaplains, their families 
and those they minister to in our prayers.
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