
It was obvious. Gloria Edwards wasn’t one to 
sit still for very long. She had just finished a run 
when I first met her. Chattering away with the 
women who surrounded her, she generated a 
“feeling in my bones.” This LWML Past President 
would play a major role in LWML’s Gifts of Love 
(GOL) ministry some day.
Years later, that day arrived. Having lost a major 
donor’s significant annual support for GOL 
because of changing circumstances, I was very 
concerned. Since its beginning in 2007, under 
the direction of then LWML President Linda 
Reiser, no mite gifts have ever been used to 
underwrite GOL. We needed to keep this vital 
ministry running without using mite support. 
Up to this point, GOL had been undergirded 
by only 17 couples or individuals: 11 one-time 
donors and 6 couples/individuals who gave 
more than once.
It was time to expand GOL’s small donor 
base. After being presented with background 
information, President Gloria readily agreed 
to our $25,000 request … but with a bit of a 
twist. “Why not issue this as a matching gift 
challenge? It’s really important that the LWML 
Executive Committee and Board participate 
100 percent in GOL,” she said with heartfelt 
feeling. Yes, most definitely. Great idea!
“I saw how God has blessed this ministry since 
it started,” she added. “Gifts of Love assists 
our women in putting their faith into action 
through their planning. It’s really a continuum 
of our mite offerings as we return God’s 
blessings. It has touched the lives of so many 
already and certainly will do so much more for 
future generations.” Appropriately, the theme 
Gloria chose was Help | Love | Grow.

The wheels began to churn. After months’ 
worth of work involving GOL’s Planned Giving 
Council chaired by Eden Keefe and LWML’s Gift 
Planning Counselor Linda Gage, with approvals 
from President Patti Ross and her Executive 
Committee, the gift challenge was rolled out in 
2016. It is believed to be the first matching gift 
from an individual in LWML’s history.
Not only was President Gloria’s matching gift 
goal surpassed, it spurred another $25,000 
matching gift. Cheryl Keithly, a volunteer Gift 
Planning Advocate from the LWML Pacific 
Southwest District, generously offered $25,000 
as another matching gift that will be carried 
through 2017. Cheryl believes strongly in GOL’s 
mission to help faithful stewards understand 
the importance of remembering the Lord’s 
work through their estate plans. 
“My husband, Kelly, and I have been blessed 
many times over,” Cheryl says. “This is the time to 
be a blessing for others.” Cheryl works with four 
other volunteers in her large district to spread 
the gift planning word. Nine other districts also 
have volunteer Gift Planning Advocates.
One gift begets another and then another. 
Praise be to God for His abundant blessings!
You, too, are invited to Help | Love | Grow. Your 
gift and the impact for LWML’s Gifts of Love 
ministry will be doubled through this matching 
gift. Please give online at LWML.org or send your 
gift to LWML, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, 
MO 63118, earmarked for Gifts of Love. 
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