
Dr. Elizabeth “Betty” Duda, 
International LWML President 
from 1987–1991, died December 

24, 2016, at the age of 84. Born in 
Chicago, Betty, a lifelong Lutheran, 
attended Concordia University Chicago 
and was called to teach at St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Church and School in Slavia, 
Florida. In 1951 she met John, her 
soulmate of 64 years; they were blessed 
with six daughters, nine grandchildren, 
and four great-grandchildren.
Betty, who also served her Lord as the 
LWML Florida-Georgia District President 
and ILWML Mission Projects Director, 
determined early in her term that 
everything would be done for only one 
reason — to glorify the Lord. Betty’s 
dedication to her Savior profoundly 
influenced the people she loved and 
served. She wanted the LWML to 
become a stronger faith and service 
organization that would attract and 
better represent all Lutheran women.
She was the first woman elected to the 
board of Concordia College, Bronxville, 
New York, where she served as 
chairman for five years. She completed 
terms as chair with Lutheran World 
Relief, Lutheran Association of 
Missionaries and Pilots, and one term 
as vice chair of the Board of Directors of 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 
Her service on numerous boards 
included: Concordia University 
Chicago; Concordia University, St. Paul, 
Minnesota; Wheat Ridge Foundation; 
Aid Association for Lutherans; 
POBLO (People of the Book Lutheran 
Outreach); Mill Neck Manor for the 
Deaf; Women’s Leadership Institute at 
Concordia Wisconsin; and Lutheran 
Hour Ministries (LHM) Foundation.
“She was always like the energizer 
bunny,” said her daughter Elizabeth. 
“She was a role model and helped 
mentor others because she wanted to 
pass that legacy on and help show that 
you can really make a difference.” 

Blessed with a quick mind and a love 
of traveling, Betty graduated from 
high school two years early and had 
the opportunity, over a lifetime, to 
visit all 50 states and 60 countries. 
When serving as a representative at an 
LWML Discipling Woman Seminar 
in Anchorage, Alaska, Betty was 
the recipient of a surprise: the zone 
planned for Betty to take a ride with 
the dogsled team that had run the 
famous Iditarod race. Recalling that 
event at the LHM 100th Anniversary 
event in October 2016 brought a smile 
to Betty’s face and twinkle in her eye as 
she laughingly said, “That was fun!” 
Years ago when interviewed with other 
LWML past presidents for an article in 
a Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly, Betty 
emphasized LWML’s theme by saying, 
“When we talk about serving the Lord 
with gladness — and I always add ‘and 
joy’ — that’s how it is in the LWML. 
We are a mission organization. We’re 
dedicated to the Great Commission. 
When you are doing that, you are 
developing leadership.”  
Betty shared, “My greatest obstacle over 
the years has been convincing people 
that I just wanted to serve the Lord. I 
had no agenda, no political motivation 
at all. Everything I’ve done is to serve.” 
A daughter of encouragement, Betty 
saw not problems but opportunities, 
according to her pastor, Rev. Greg 
LeSieur. “She loved Jesus, loved going 
to meetings, and loved living by the 
sea, where she and John made their 
home in Cocoa Beach.”
LWML President Patti Ross emphasized 
Betty Duda truly was a celebrating 
servant. “We are sad to lose such a great 
sister in Christ, yet we are joyful as we 
think of Betty with Jesus celebrating His 
birth on Christmas Eve and Day.” 
A funeral service was held Tuesday, 
December 27, at St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church, Oviedo, Florida. Many in her 
LWML family were present. Q

Virginia Von Seggern
Betty had an innate ability to read 
financial reports and taught us all 
to discern and understand them. At 
the time she was LWML President 
everything was handwritten. Once 
she successfully wrote four or five 
Quarterly President’s columns, 
but they never reached St. Louis 
by U.S. Mail. Gone, forever! 

Ida Mall 
It was a core value for Betty to 
save everything. In her legendary 
LWML closet, Betty stored all the 
materials and manuals from the 
thousands of LWML gatherings 
she attended. 
The last time Betty and I spent a 
great deal of time together was at 
the Des Moines convention. I can 
still see her face as she opened her 
hotel door, so happy to see me. 
God allowed me to serve Betty 
by pushing her wheelchair. At the 
convention in Albuquerque I will 
so miss her because I followed her 
in processions and sat next to her 
in sessions.

Gloria Edwards
When we were together several 
years ago, Betty’s health had 
begun to decline, and she told me 
that she didn’t think she had many 
years left. Her words to me, “Please 
tell everyone not to be sad. I’m 
ready for heaven.”

Additional memorials by Past Presidents at: 
www.lwml.org/lutheran-womans-quarterly
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