LOOKING

FOR

GOD GOGGLES

By Christine S. Weerts

Faith is permitting ourselves to be
seized by the things we do not see.

Martin Luther

hen | take my godchildren swimming, there is

one item that is absolutely essential: goggles.
The kind that covers your eyes AND nose is preferred.
They need these goggles for the 658 times they go
underwater, you see. They think these protect their
eyes from chlorine and, if adjusted right — not too
tight, but tight enough — help them see underwater.
Since these are dollar goggles, | am not sure they do
that, but I humor them.

Today, what | seek from the Lord is more serious than a
pair of swimming goggles. | desire that the goggles of
faith | received at my Baptism would allow me to see
everything clearly, according to God'’s perfect will.

| am grateful for the prescription-strength sliver of glass
that gives me clear vision to see God's beautiful world:
the bright red cardinal in the pine tree; the beautiful
smiles of children in their green and gold uniforms at
Trinity Lutheran School, Mobile; the dazzling rays of
sunlight dancing on the Alabama River. In these sights,
| see God's hand clearly visible.

But I struggle, at times, to see God at work through
Christ when I look at other sights: a child who is hungry,
a dying friend, a job layoff. When worry, fear, and sor-
row cloud my eyes, | pray that the Lord would strength-
en my eyes of faith — to remind me of my Baptism.
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Opening Prayer

Dear Lord, open my eyes of faith to the wonder of a

world You loved so much that You gave your only Son,
Jesus Christ, to save us. Help me see past obstacles to
opportunities. Help me see Your guiding light when I'm
blinded by fear and sorrow. Bring to my mind the heroes
of faith: generations who have lived faithfully by the Spirit
and demonstrated Christ’s love. Gently nudge my feet as
You enable me to walk by faith. In Jesus'name. Amen.

Name something beautiful you saw today.

Was there something lovely that you might have missed
or walked past in a hurry? Or something you took for
granted?

Are you going through some challenges that a pair of
God goggles could help you see with faith eyes right
now?

What would seeing with God goggles be like? We
probably all know someone who has a great spirit

of faith despite many difficulties, heartaches, and
challenges. One of God'’s most faithful evangelists
suffered early in his life from spiritual blindness.
Zealous for the God of Israel, he breathed “threats and
murder” against followers of Christ. Then, on the road to
Damascus, he got his own pair of God goggles.

Read Acts 9:1-3; 13-14. What was Saul’s reputation
among Christians?

In Acts 9:4-9 what happened after he saw the bright
light?

Read Acts 9:10-18. When Ananais blessed him, scales
fell off his eyes. What did he do then?

Our Baptism also restores us to life in Christ and gives us
eyes of faith. In Baptism, we get our God goggles put on
by the Holy Spirit. But they need lots of adjusting.

Saul — now Paul — became one of the most dynamic
missionaries of the New Testament and helped bring
the Gospel to Gentiles. His life was a testimony to the
power of God to change our vision and guide our feet
even when the path is dangerous and frightening.

Eyes of Faith

Let me share an example from my life. Driving through
the Trinity Gardens community with Leevones Fisher
(Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly, Fall 2016, pages 8-9 and 21),
| see rundown homes, vacant overgrown lots, trash-filled
ditches, and streets littered with broken glass and empty
beer cans. My eyes tell me this community is broken,
troubled and full of misery.
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Mrs. Fisher, however, sees this community through eyes

of faith. Her heart of Christ’s love sees opportunities, not
obstacles. When a young mother lost her children because of
her drug addiction, Mrs. Fisher took her to recovery classes
every day for 30 days. The mother fulfilled her promise to
keep going and now is sober and raising her children. And her
mother and sister also became sober.

The youth who are over in that lot participated in a summer
program Mrs. Fisher set up to mow lawns and clean up
streets. Today they help with some of the community gardens
that provide food all year long.

That home, owned by an 80-year-old who has lived in the
neighborhood for over 50 years, was damaged in one of
the hurricanes. Mrs. Fisher had it fixed. Another home on
the next block was dilapidated and dangerous. Mrs. Fisher
had it renovated and, along with a house that was built on
a vacant lot, is providing housing for families moving back
into the community.

Martin Luther reminds us that faith in God is bigger than what
we see with our eyes and what we feel with our emotions —
both of which are very unreliable.“Faith is of the nature that it
does not judge nor reason by what it sees or feels but by what
it hears. It depends upon the Word alone and not on vision or
sight.” [The Complete Sermons of Martin Luther: Volume 1]

Paul also tells us not to look at today’s problems and pains but
to look past our very visible problems to the invisible future.
Read 2 Corinthians 4:17-18, and restate his advice in your
own words.

Paul knows about afflictions, although | doubt | would call
them “momentary” or “light.” Look them up in 2 Corinthians
11:23-28, and list several.

Yet, with his God goggles, how does Paul see all of this? See
Philippians 3:8.

In 2 Corinthians 5:7, Paul tells us how we are to live for Christ.
Can you give an example of how you might walk by faith, not
sight, with something that is difficult for you today?

May we pray over that right now?

Our faith is not meant to be some weak and untried muscle,
but a strong and vigorous, active confidence in the One
who is our Savior and King. How does Paul describe faith in
Hebrews 11:1?

BIBLE

study

This verse gives us a two-part definition of faith: first, “being
sure of what we hope for.” The word for sure in Greek,
hypostasis, communicates substance, firmness, confidence, a
guarantee. This is echoed in the second half of the verse:“and
certain of what we do not see” The Greek word elenchos, used
here, means a conviction and a certainty that inspires the
believer to lay hold of the realities on which his hope is fixed
and which, though unseen, are already his in Christ.

The writer continues in Hebrews 11:39 that our forefather’s
faith remained strong even though they did not receive what
was promised. We have not seen Jesus in the flesh. No one has
for over 2,000 years. Yet we believe. How? Read 1 Peter 1:3-9.

We believe because our Baptism empowers us through the
Spirit to accept by faith the Word of God and the eyewitnesses
to His birth, life, and resurrection.

The goggles | give my godchildren often get foggy as they
use them, and we have to keep cleaning and clearing them
out. In the same way, without faith my spiritual sight is often
weak and foggy. Too often | fail to see how God has worked
out a problem into a better or stronger solution. | often fail to
see God’s hand in taking my brokenness and using it to bring
love and compassion to someone going through similar trials.

Every day, | am challenged to close my physical eyes to
difficulties and to see and believe, to trust and depend on,
God'’s greater work through Christ in lavishing love, mercy,
and grace upon me so that | can share it with others. Just as

I need that thin sliver of glass to give me physical vision, by
faith | need to wear God’s goggles — sharpened through His
Word and Sacraments.

But my eyes are toward you, O GOD, my Lord; in you | seek refuge;
leave me not defenseless! (Psalm 141:8)

Closing Prayer (based on Ephesians 1:17-19)

We pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give us the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the
knowledge of Him, having the eyes of our hearts enlightened,
that we may know what is the hope to which He has called us,
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and
what is the immeasurable greatness of His power toward us
who believe, according to the working of His great might.

Closing Hymn: Sing or say together “We Walk By Faith” (LSB
#720) or“Who Trusts in God a Strong Abode” (LSB #714; LW
#414; TLH #437).

*Short Quotes by Martin Luther Praying the Gospels
[All references ESV]
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