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Waiting for Milestones 
Devotion  

 
Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord! 
        Psalm 27:14 
 
The old rocker creaked rhythmically as I sat there. It kept perfect time with the infant’s tiny 
breaths as she rested against my shoulder. This was my first grandchild whom I had waited 
so long to see and to hold so closely – it was a milestone in my life.  
 
The slender green mile markers along our highways come at the exact distance of one mile 
without fail. I truly thought while I was rocking my first born in this same chair so many years 
ago that our lives would pass in an orderly fashion, just like those mile markers. I just knew 
the development of the children would be a normal progression of milestones. The first 
steps and first full sentences spoken by infant lips would be right on schedule. As school-
age youngsters, they would be involved in every school activity, and we would be proud 
parents sitting on the sidelines cheering them on and bursting with pride at their 
accomplishments. 
   
What happens though when these milestones are not right on schedule? What happens 
when these milestones are delayed by Mayo Clinic visits, spinal fusion surgeries, chemo 
treatments, IEP’s (individualized educational plans) and LD classes (learning disabilities)?  
 
There was one milestone, though, that appeared in each child right on schedule. Each child 
was baptized soon after their birth. As the gentle waters of baptism washed over their tiny 
heads, the powerful Word of God’s redeeming grace washed over their infant souls, clothing 
them in the Robe of Righteousness, and they became born into the kingdom of God forever. 
The knowledge that those precious ones would be ushered into their heavenly home if their 
physical lives should end was a great comfort to us and gave us light in the darkest hours. 
Those were times when we could truly say, “Why not us?” Those were the times when we 
knew our Lord was walking right beside us through it all. 
 
To say we had great faith through our trials is not true as so often we were frightened. 
Sometimes we screamed at God and asked Him, “What are you doing?” Sometimes we 
asked, “Why us?” During our weaker moments, we often wanted to rush our Lord’s hand 
and hurry beyond our present circumstances when our Lord would want us to wait on, and 
for, Him. It is in the waiting that we gain strength. It is interesting how often in Scripture the 
word “wait” is also used with being strong or with strength. In Psalms 27:14 David writes, 
Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord. In this Psalm, 
David, through faith, knows that when the Lord is on his side, he has nothing to fear. 
Through all the problems we faced, it was easy to want to rush, to wish for better days. But 
in that rush we would not able to see God’s divine provision for us in the midst of our great 
trials. We would not be leaning on His strength.   
 
The waiting, though not what we had in mind, helped us to accomplish what the Lord had in 
mind for us at those times of trial. We read in Isaiah 40:31, but they who wait for the Lord 
shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not 
be weary; they shall walk and not faint. It was in the waiting that the purposes God had in 
mind for us happened. There were times when we waited in hospital corridors and in the 
Pediatric ICU that we were most able to share our faith. Though we will never know how 
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effective our witness may have been to other families struggling through similar 
circumstances, it is at those times we do know that by the power of the Holy Spirit, our 
witness accomplished exactly what God had in mind.  
 
In going our sinful ways, we can totally miss the biggest blessings ever. Praise God that He 
still meets us with outstretched arms welcoming us back and blessing us in immeasurable 
ways.  
 
The wait seemed long in getting to some memorable milestones with our children but the 
notable ones were met with great joy. Leukemia was cured with no lasting radiation effects; 
an initial diagnosis of a rare metabolic syndrome has manifested itself as being less severe; 
academic challenges have been met with hard work to include graduate work and gainful 
employment; a Christ-centered married life has been realized.   
  
As we have waited for these milestones, I have often thought of the many biblical accounts 
of those who waited long years to see the promises of God fulfilled. Those milestones came 
alive in their lives. How true that waiting develops patience and patience develops character, 
as we read in the epistle of James. James espouses that the testing of our faith, which looks 
a lot like waiting, produces steadfastness (James 1:3). Just as those biblical accounts were 
a time of rejoicing when promises became a reality, so we have found the waiting certainly 
worth all we had hoped it would be.  
 
Several weeks ago, we watched again as the waters of Holy Baptism washed the original 
sin from our new granddaughter as we witnessed her becoming a child of God. She has 
been redeemed for a lifetime of serving her Lord and Savior.  “What mileposts will we see in 
her life?” I ponder this thought as I gently rock her to sleep, hearing her tiny infant breaths 
keeping rhythm with the creak of the rocking chair. 
 
Our Lord goes before each milestone. When we want to rush ahead and wish our lives 
away, He gently guides us as we pass by. As His children, we can rest in His assurance that 
He guides our every mile as He leads us to fix our eyes on Jesus and on our salvation that 
comes through the blood He shed for us on the cross. 
 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, You graciously guide us and strengthen us through all the 
mileposts of our life. From the moment we are baptized You satisfy our needs with living 
water that never fails. Thank you for being with us in and through all the times of our lives. 
No matter what challenges we face, help us to always depend on You and on the gracious 
love and forgiveness You give us for Jesus’ sake. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
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