
This Week's Words for Meditation
Keeping Perspective
   Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you,   
 not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these.   
	 If	that	is	how	God	clothes	the	grass	of	the	field,	which	is	here		 	
	 today,	and	tomorrow	is	thrown	into	the	fire,	how	much	more	will		 	
 He clothe you, O you of little faith! ... But seek His kingdom, and   
 these things will be given to you as well.”      Luke 12:27-28, 31

 Because of dental surgery, a tuba player in a large philharmonic orchestra 
was unable to play for several weeks. He saw this as an opportunity to actually sit 
down and listen to the famous orchestra. He reserved the best seat in the audito-
rium. He was thrilled as he heard the orchestra play. Afterwards, he ran backstage 
and shouted, “You were wonderful. Do you know that for the first time I realized  
the symphony doesn’t go ‘oompah, oompah, oompah’ all the time?” The tuba 
player had gotten a new perspective.

 Sometimes we can lose perspective. We get caught up in our indispens-
ability, thinking we’re in control of our destinies. Thus, we worry. The truth of the 
matter is we would have reason to worry if our destinies depended on us.

 Jesus makes it clear that we shouldn’t worry. We should instead “seek  
His kingdom, and these things will be given to [us].” He reminds us that we should 
at all times stand back and see the world from a broader, fuller perspective. See 
that God has not abandoned His people. Be reminded that He loved His people 
enough to rescue them from death, sin, and the power of the devil. When He 
arose, He made it clear, “I’ll never leave you.” The one who loved us so much 
says, “Consider how the lilies grow ... If that is how God clothes the grass of the 
field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more  
will He clothe you.” 

 Gracious Father, keep us from losing perspective    
 by thinking we’re in control of our destinies. May    
 we “seek [Your] kingdom,” assured that all we need    
 will be given to us. Amen. 

              Roger R. Sonnenberg   
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Welcome!  The service is designed to honor God and encourage and feed His    
 people. We hope your heart is open to Him today, and that you sense  
 the warm presence of His Spirit.
 All Saints Facebook page to access livestream:  
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/70694660512

+ WE LIFT OUR HEARTS IN WORSHIP + 
Prelude

Altar Flowers are placed to the glory of God by Patrick, Barbi and Sean 
Callahan in happy celebration of Shalane’s and her twin sister, Sharissa’s 
birthday this week!

                        + WELCOME AND GREETING + 
Pastor’s Welcome

August Memory Work:  
“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen 
upon you.”        (Isaiah 60:1)  

Opening Hymn:  #908 LSB  “Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear” 
Verse 1:  Lord, open now my heart to hear,     
 And through Your Word to me draw near;    
 Let me Your Word e’er pure retain;     
 Let me Your child and heir remain.

Verse 2:  Your Word inspires my heart within;     
 Your Word grants healing from my sin;     
 Your Word has pow’r to guide and bless;    
 Your Word brings peace and happiness.   

Verse 3: To God the Father, God the Son,     
 And God the Spirit, Three in One,     
 Shall glory, praise, and honor be     
 Now and throughout eternity. 

Text: Johann Olearius, 1611-84; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, sts. 1, 3.;    
tr. Mark A. Jeske, b. 1952, st. 2; Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert,   
Wittenberg, 1543, ed. Joseph Klug; Setting: Wϋrttembergisches	Neues	Choralbuch, 
1956; Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain; Text (st. 2): copyright 1993 Mark A. Jeske; 
setting: copyright 1956 Bärenreiter; Onelicense # A-735546

Invocation  (p. 203 in the LSB)

 P:  In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.     
      (Matthew 28:19b)
  C:  Amen.
 Our Help is in the name of the Lord.
  Who made heaven and earth.     
      (Psalm 124:8)
 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
  But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
      (Psalm 130:3-4)

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together 
as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly 
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner. (Luke 18:13)

(Silence	for	reflection	on	God’s	Word	and	self-examination)

  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,   
  and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for   
 His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant  
 of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in  
 the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.

  Amen. 

 + FORGIVEN, WE NOW ENTER GOD’S PRESENCE +  



+ WE HEAR GOD’S WORD +

The Old Testament Reading:  Genesis 15:1-6  (ESV p. 10)

 God’s Covenant with Abram
1 After these things the word of the LoRD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I 
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord GoD, what 
will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damas-
cus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of 
my household will be my heir.” 4 And behold, the word of the LoRD came to him: “This 
man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought him 
outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number 
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the LoRD, 
and he counted it to him as righteousness. 

 This is the Word of the Lord.    
  Thanks be to God.

The Epistle Reading:  Hebrews 11:1-16  (ESV p. 1007)

 By Faith
1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 For 
by it the people of old received their commendation. 3 By faith we understand that 
the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out 
of things that are visible.
4 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he 
was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through 
his faith, though he died, he still speaks. 5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should 
not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was 
taken he was commended as having pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to 
please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he 
rewards those who seek him. 7 By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events 
as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this 
he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.
8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith 
he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and 
Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city that 
has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 11 By faith Sarah herself received 
power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful 

The Kyrie  (p. 204) (Sung) (Mark 10:47)
  Lo-rd, have mercy;       
  Chr-ist, have mercy;       
  Lo-rd, have mercy. 

Gloria In Excelsis - Glory to God in the Highest  (p. 204)     (Luke 2:14; John 1:29)
 (Sung) Verse 1: To God on high be glory     
   And peace to all the earth;     
   Good-will from God in heaven     
   Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!     
   We praise and bless You, Father;    
   Your holy name, we sing—     
   Our thanks for Your great glory,    
   Lord God, our heav’nly King.
 Verse 2: To You, O sole-begotten,     
  The Father’s Son, we pray;     
  O Lamb of God, our Savior,     
  You take our sins away.     
  Have mercy on us, Jesus;     
  Receive our heart-felt cry,     
  Where You in pow’r are seated    
  At God’s right hand on high——
 Verse 3: For You alone are holy;     
  You only are the Lord.     
  Forever and forever,      
  Be worshiped and adored;     
  You with the Holy Spirit     
  Alone are Lord Most High,     
  In God the Father’s glory.     
  “Amen!” our glad reply.

Salutation and Collect for this Day  (Spoken) (p. 205)
 P: The Lord be with you.          (2 Timothy 4:22)
  C: And also with you.
 Let us pray. Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as  
 Your people who offer acceptable service. Grant that we may walk by faith,  
 and not by sight, in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ,  
 our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now  
 and forever.  
     C: Amen.



who had promised. 12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born 
descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains 
of sand by the seashore.
13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them 
and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and 
exiles on the earth. 14 For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a 
homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they 
would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that 
is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has 
prepared for them a city. 
  This is the Word of the Lord.    
   Thanks be to God.
Gradual      (Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.)
 Fear the LORD, you His saints, for those who fear Him lack nothing!

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD  
delivers him out of them all.

The Holy Gospel:  Luke 12:22-34   (ESV p. 871)
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the Twelfth Chapter.
 (Spoken) Glory to You, O Lord.

 Do Not Be Anxious
22 And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, 
what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23 For life is more than food, 
and the body more than clothing. 24 Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they 
have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value 
are you than the birds! 25 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to 
his span of life? 26 If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you 
anxious about the rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 
yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28 But if 
God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into 
the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29 And do not seek what 
you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 30 For all the nations of the world 
seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 Instead, seek his 
kingdom, and these things will be added to you.
32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell 
your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not 
grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches 
and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.           
  (Spoken) Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Message:   (Please be seated)      

The Message Hymn:  #720 LSB  “We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight”  (v 1-4)

Verse 1: We walk by faith and not by sight,     
 No gracious words we hear      
 From Him who spoke as none e’er spoke,    
 But we believe Him near.

Verse 2: We may not touch His hands and side,     
 Nor follow where He trod;      
 But in His promise we rejoice      
 And cry “My Lord and God!”

Verse 3: Help then, O Lord, our unbelief;      
 And may our faith abound      
 To call on You when You are near     
 And seek where You are found.

Verse 4: For You, O resurrected Lord,      
 Are found in means divine:       
 Beneath the water and the Word,      
 Beneath the bread and wine.

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-71, alt.
Tune: Marty Haugen, b. 1950; setting: Randall Sensmeier, b. 1948
Text: Public domain
Music: copyright 1984, 2006 GIA Publications, Inc.; Onelicense # A-735546

The Sermon:   “Do Not Be Anxious. What Does This Mean?”     
    (Luke 12:22-34) 

The Nicene Creed  (p. 206) 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 
of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 



down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together 
is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in 
one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 
the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
life † of the world to come. Amen.  

The Gathering of the Offerings for the Lord’s Work 

Music During the Offering:  “I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus”  Text: Frances R. 
Havergal, 1836-79; Tune:  Henry W. Baker, 1821-77; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 
1941; Text and music:  Public domain.

The Prayers of the Church        
(after each petition, please respond with - “Hear our Prayer”)  

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

Prepare to Receive Holy Communion 

We practice Biblical Communion. It is a testimony to our unity in faith and doctrine. 
All who have been baptized, examined and absolved are welcome. If you are not 
an active member of this parish or have not previously received communion from 
Pastor Dolby, please speak with him. We invite you to read and understand Matthew 
28:16-20; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34; 1 Timothy 4:16, and Mark 14:23-25. 

Please Note: Should anyone be unable to partake of the wine, we will have a small 
amount of cups filled with grape juice available in the center of each communion 
tray for your use. Also, please note that gluten-free wafers are available in a small 
bowl on the wafer plate for anyone with a gluten allergy. 

We receive Christ’s Body and Blood in, with and under the bread and the fruit of 
the vine, wine/grape juice, for the forgiveness of sins, united in the fellowship of 
faith and faithful in Christ.

Preface  (p.194) (Spoken)

The LoRD be with you.
 And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
 We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
 It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks 
for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that 
we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives 
and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death 
and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying:

Sanctus  (p.208) (Sung) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sab-a-oth adored;   
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim     
shout the glory of Your name.     
Sing hosanna in the highest,     
sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes- in the name of the Lord!  

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

P:  Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have   
 had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever   
 believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

 In these last days, You have poured out Your Holy Spirit on Your   
 Church that Your sons and daughters might proclaim the wonders of  
 Your salvation in Christ Jesus, our Lord.

 Pour out Your Holy Spirit upon Your gathered people that, faithfully   
 eating and drinking the body and blood of Your Son, we may go   
 forth to proclaim His salvation to the ends of the earth.

 Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:



Verse 3:  Unworthy though I am, O Savior,    
 Because I have a sinful heart,     
 Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never,    
 For Thou my faithful shepherd art:   Refrain:  

Verse 4:  Weary am I and heavy laden;     
 With sin my soul is sore oppressed;                
 Receive me graciously and gladden    
 My heart, for I am now Thy guest.  Refrain:  

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677-1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, Leipzig, 1756; Setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; Text: copyright 
1941 Concordia Publishing House; Music: Public domain; Onelicense #A-735546

Communion Hymn # 2 – LSB 507  “Holy, Holy, Holy”  

Verse 1:  Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  _    
 Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;    
 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!  -    
 God in three persons, bless-ed Trinity!

Verse 2:  Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee,  _   
 Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;   
 Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee,  -  
 Which wert and art and evermore shalt be.

Verse 3:  Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee,  _   
 Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see,   
 Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee,  -   
 Perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity.

Verse 4:  Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  _    
 All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea.  
 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!  -    
 God in three persons, bless-ed Trinity!

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826
Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823-76; setting: The Worshipbook: Services and Hymns, 1972
Text and music: Public domain; Onelicense # A-735546

The Lord’s Prayer   (p.209 in the LSB) 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name;    
 Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
 give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not   
 into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom  
 and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord  (p. 209 in the LSB)

Consecration of Elements for Holy Communion  (Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24;
    Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25)

Pax Domini  “The Peace of the Lord “ (Response is Sung) (John 20:19)
 The peace of the Lord be with you always.
 A - men.

Agnus Dei ~ (p. 210) “Lamb of God”  (Sung) (John 1:29)

 Verse 1:  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,    
  You take the sin of the world away;    
  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,    
  Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.

 Verse 2:  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,    
  You take the sin of the world away;    
  Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ,    
  And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.   
Distribution

Communion Hymn # 1 – LSB 618 “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”  (v 1-4)

Verse 1:  I come, O Savior, to Thy table,     
 For weak and weary is my soul;     
 Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able    
 To satisfy and make me whole:

Refrain:  Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood    
 Be for my soul the highest good!

Verse 2: Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning    
 That sinners may salvation see     
 Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning;    
 So I, a sinner, come to Thee.  Refrain:  



Nunc Dimittis ~ Song of Simeon  (p. 211) (Sung)                (Luke 2:29-32)

Verse 1:  O Lord, now let your servant Depart in heav’nly peace,   
 For I have seen the glory Of Your redeeming grace:   
 A light to lead the Gentiles Unto your Holy hill,    
 The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel.

Verse 2:  All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son,    
 All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One;    
 For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be,    
 God’s triune name resounding, Through all eternity.

Post-Communion Collect  (p. 212)

Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste 
of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us 
firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His 
coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of 
the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.

 Amen.

Salutation and Benedicamus  (p.212) (Spoken)              (Psalm 103:1)

 P: Let us bless the Lord.
   C: Thanks be to God.

The Benediction  (p.212)  (Spoken)                       (Numbers	6:24-26)

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
 The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.   
  C:  Amen. 

The Sending Hymn:  #918 LSB  “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”    

Verse 1:  Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer,      
 Pilgrim through this barren land.      
 I am weak, but Thou art mighty;      
 Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand.      
 Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,      
 Feed me till I want no more; Feed me till I want no more.  

Verse 2:  Open now the crystal fountain      
 Whence the healing stream doth flow;     
 Let the fiery, cloudy pillar       
 Lead me all my journey through.      
 Strong deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer,     
 Be Thou still my strength and shield;     
 Be Thou still my strength and shield.  

Verse 3:  When I tread the verge of Jordan,      
 Bid my anxious fears subside;      
 Death of death and hell’s destruction,     
 Land me safe on Canaan’s side.      
 Songs of praises, songs of praises      
 I will ever give to Thee;       
 I will ever give to Thee.    

Text: William Williams, 1717-91, abr.; tr. Peter Williams, 1722-96, st. 1, alt.;
tr. William Williams, 1717-91, sts. 2-3
Music: John Hughes, 1873-1932
Text and music: Public domain

The Sending 

P:  Fear not, little flock, 
 C:  for it is your Father’s good pleasure to     
  give you the kingdom. Alleluia!            
   (Luke 12:32)

Postlude

Permission to reprint and podcast or stream the music in this service obtained from  
ONE	LICENSE,	License	#A-735546.	All	rights	reserved.
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The Old Testament Reading:  Genesis 15:1-6  (ESV p. 10)

 God’s Covenant with Abram
1 After these things the word of the LoRD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, 
“O Lord GoD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my 
house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me 
no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” 4 And behold, the 
word of the LoRD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own 
son shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward 
heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to 
him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the LoRD, and he counted it 
to him as righteousness. 

 This is the Word of the Lord.    
  Thanks be to God.

The Epistle Reading:  Hebrews 11:1-16  (ESV p. 1007)
 By Faith
1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen. 2 For by it the people of old received their commendation. 3 By faith we 
understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is 
seen was not made out of things that are visible.
4 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through 
which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his 
gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. 5 By faith Enoch was 
taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God 
had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased 
God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw 
near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek 
him. 7 By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in 
reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he con-
demned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.
8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was 
to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was go-
ing. 9 By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in 
tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was 
looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is 
God. 11 By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was 
past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore 
from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the 
stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.
13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having 
seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they 
were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For people who speak thus make it 
clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of that land 
from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But 
as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is 
not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city. 
  This is the Word of the Lord.    
   Thanks be to God.


