
This Week's Words for Meditation

Do Not Be Afraid

  "An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in 
the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord. This will 
be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  
                           Luke 2:9-12

 As parents we were so excited about Jacob’s first birthday party. We 
wanted it to be special, but then Jacob came down with a virus. The seriousness of 
his illness became apparent when the doctor insisted he be hospitalized.

 A stern-faced, bulbous nurse sarcastically said to us, “Your son will never 
get better unless you make him stay under the oxygen tent.”

 But how can I when he cries all the time?” Mom’s plea drifted on dead, and 
unsympathetic, ears.

 My wife knew she had to try to follow prders and so she came up with an 
ingenious plan. She placed Jacob gently into the oxygen tent, and, as awkward 
as it was, she climbed into the small crib with Jacob. The walls of the oxygen tent 
slapped against her face as she tried to make herself comfortable.

 In an even more sublime way, God did the same thing for us at Christmas. 
God left heaven, came to earth, and climbed in with us. Our spiritual sickness 
made it necessary. There was no other way to bring healing to the world. “The 
Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us” (John 1:14). Literally, He 
“pitched a tent” alongside ours. What love! Is it any wonder that the angel said to 
the frightened shepherds, “Do not be afraid”?

  Lord God, for coming to earth,     
	 	 for	becoming	flesh,	for	us,		 	 	 	 	
	 	 we	give	You	our	thanks.	Amen.	

         Roger R. Sonnenberg 
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Welcome!  The service is designed to honor God and encourage and feed His     
 people. We hope your heart is open to Him today, and that you sense   
 the warm presence of His Spirit.

 All	Saints	Facebook	page	to	access	livestream:		 	
	 https://www.facebook.com/groups/70694660512

+ WE	LIFT	OUR	HEARTS	IN	WORSHIP + 

Prelude:  “What Hope! An Eden Prophesied” Setting by Sam Eatherton. From Hymn 

Prelude Library, Volume Two. Copyright 2013 Concordia Publishing House. Onelicense # A-735546

Poinsettia	Plants are placed to the glory of God by congregation members 
in celebration of Christ’s birth! Hallelujah!

+	WELCOME	AND	GREETING	+	

Pastor’s	Welcome  “Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy  
 which shall be for all the people.”		Luke	2:10b

Entrance	Hymn:		LSB	379  “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” 

O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant!  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;   
Come and behold Him Born the king of angels:

Refrain:  O come, let us adore Him,      
  O come, let us adore Him,      
  O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

Highest, most holy, Light of Light eternal,     
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;     
Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing! Refrain: 

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,    
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!    
Glory to God— In— the— high-est:  Refrain:

Text: John F. Wade, c. 1711-86; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-80, alt,;
Tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711-86; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal 1940

Text and music: Public domain

Invocation  

P:  We gather today to continue the celebration of the incarnation of the Son  
of God.  For He who came from heaven, though fully Divine, took on our human 
flesh in order that what was fully assumed might be fully redeemed.  We gather 
in the name of God the Father, Jesus the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.      
       (Matthew 27:54)
 C:  And	even	the	centurion	and	those	guarding	Jesus	at	His		 	
	 	 crucifixion	said;	“Truly	this	was	the	Son	of	God.”	

+	CONFESSION	AND	THE	ABSOLUTION	+

P:  Since we all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God    
 (Romans 3:23), let us humble ourselves before God, and confess   
 our sins of thought, word, and deed.

(A time of private confession)

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

	 Most	merciful	God,	we	confess	that	we	are	by	nature	sinful	and		
	 unclean.	We	have	sinned	against	You	in	thought,	word,	and	deed,		
	 by	what	we	have	done	and	by	what	we	have	left	undone.	We	have		
	 not	loved	You	with	our	whole	heart;	we	have	not	loved	our		 	
	 neighbors	as	ourselves.	We	justly	deserve	Your	present	and		 	
	 eternal	punishment.	For	the	sake	of	Your	Son,	Jesus	Christ,		 	
	 have	mercy	on	us.	Forgive	us,	renew	us,	and	lead	us,	so	that	we		
	 may	delight	in	Your	will	and	walk	in	Your	ways	to	the	glory	of		 	
	 Your	holy	name.	Amen



+	WE	HEAR	GOD’S	WORD	+

The	Old	Testament	Reading:		Micah	5:2		(ESV	p.	779)

 The Ruler to Be Born in Bethlehem
2  But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
      who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
 from you shall come forth for me
      one who is to be ruler in Israel,
 whose coming forth is from of old,
      from ancient days.
      to the people of Israel.

 This is the Word of the Lord.    
  Thanks	be	to	God.

The	Epistle	Reading:		Isaiah	9:6-7		(ESV	p.	573)

 For to Us a Child is Born
6  For to us a child is born,
      to us a son is given;
 and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
  and his name shall be called
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7  Of the increase of his government and of peace
      there will be no end,
 on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
  to establish it and to uphold it
 with justice and with righteousness
  from this time forth and forevermore.
 The zeal of the LoRD of hosts will do this. 

  This is the Word of the Lord.    
   Thanks	be	to	God.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.    (John 20:19-23)

 Amen.	

	 +	FORGIVEN,	WE	NOW	ENTER	GOD’S	PRESENCE	+  

Hymn:		LSB 383  “A Great and Mighty Wonder” 

A great and mighty wonder,    
A full and holy cure:      
The virgin bears the infant    
With virgin honor pure!  

Refrain:  Proclaim the Savior’s birth:    
 “To God on high be glory   
 And peace to all the earth!”

The Word becomes incarnate    
And yet remains on high,    
And cherubim sing anthems    
To shepherds from the sky.  Refrain: 

While thus they sing your Monarch, Those bright 
angelic bands, Rejoice, O vales and mountains, 
And oceans, clap your hands.  Refrain:

Since all He comes to ransom,    
By all be He adored,     
The infant born in Bethl’em,    
The Savior and the Lord.  Refrain:

All idols then shall perish    
And Satan’s lying cease,     
And Christ shall raise His scepter,  
Decreeing endless peace.  Refrain:

Text: Germanus, c. 634-c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, Kőln, 1599; setting: The Lutheran 
Hymnal, 1941; Text and music: Public domain.



The	Hymn:	LSB	387  “Joy to the World”   

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!    
 Let earth receive her King;     
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room     
 And heav’n and nature sing,     
And heav’n and nature sing,     
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!    
 Let men their songs employ,     
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains   
 Repeat the sounding joy,     
Repeat the sounding joy,     
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow    
 Nor thorns infest the ground;     
He comes to make His blessings flow    
 Far as the curse is found,     
Far as the curse is found,     
Far as, far as the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace    
And makes the nations prove     
The glories of His righteousness     
And wonders of His love,     
And wonders of His love,     
And wonders, wonders of His love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759, adapt.; setting: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872; 
Text and music: Public domain.

The	Holy	Gospel:		Luke	2:8-14 		(ESV	p.	856)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the Second Chapter.

 Glory	to	You,	O	Lord.

 The Shepherds and the Angels
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear 
not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For 
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And 
this will be a sign for you:  you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in 
a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying,
14   “Glory to God in the highest,

    and on earth peace among those    
   with whom he is pleased!”

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.           
  Praise	to	You,	O	Christ.

The	Message	Hymn:		#363	LSB  “Silent Night, Holy Night” 
Silent Night!  Holy Night!        
All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child.      
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace.       
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent Night!  Holy Night!        
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,     
Heav’nly host sing, Alleluia,
Christ, the Savior, is born!       
Christ, the Savior is born!



Silent Night!  Holy Night!        
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face,      
With the dawn of redeeming grace     
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth,       
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.  Amen.

Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820-85;
Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787-1863; setting: Traditional
Text and music: Public domain 

The	Message	for	the	Day	is	based	on	the	hymn,	“Silent	Night”			

Response	to	the	Word: Hymn	#370	LSB   “What Child Is This” 

What child is this, who, laid to rest,   
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?    
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet  
While shepherds watch are keeping?   
This, this is Christ the king,    
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,  
The babe, the son of Mary!

Why lies He in such mean estate   
Where ox and ass are feeding?   
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here   
The silent Word is pleading.    
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,   
The cross be borne for me, for you;   
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,    
The babe, the son of Mary!

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;   
Come, peasant, king, to own Him.   
The King of kings salvation brings;   
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.   
Raise, raise the song on high,    
The virgin sings her lullaby;    
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,    
The babe, the son of Mary!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98
Tune: English, 16th cent.; setting: John Stainer, 1840-1901, alt.
Text and music: Public domain                       

The	Nicene	Creed (p. 158) 

I	believe	in	one	God,	the	Father	Almighty,	maker	of	heaven	and	earth	
and	of	all	things	visible	and	invisible.

And	in	one	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	the	only-begotten	Son	of	God,	begotten	
of	His	Father	before	all	worlds,	God	of	God,	Light	of	Light,	very	God	of	
very	God,	begotten,	not	made,	being	of	one	substance	with	the	Father,	
by	whom	all	things	were	made;	who	for	us	men	and	for	our	salvation	
came	down	from	heaven	and	was	incarnate	by	the	Holy	Spirit	of	the	
virgin	Mary	and	was	made	man;	and	was	crucified	also	for	us	under	
Pontius	Pilate.	He	suffered	and	was	buried.	And	the	third	day	He	rose	
again	according	to	the	Scriptures	and	ascended	into	heaven	and	sits	
at	the	right	hand	of	the	Father.	And	He	will	come	again	with	glory	to	
judge	both	the	living	and	the	dead,	whose	kingdom	will	have	no	end.

And	I	believe	in	the	Holy	Spirit,	the	Lord	and	giver	of	life,	who	proceeds	
from	the	Father	and	the	Son,	who	with	the	Father	and	the	Son	together	
is	worshiped	and	glorified,	who	spoke	by	the	prophets.	And	I	believe	in	
one	holy	Christian	and	apostolic	Church,	I	acknowledge	one	Baptism	
for	the	remission	of	sins,	and	I	look	for	the	resurrection	of	the	dead	and	
the life † of	the	world	to	come.	Amen.



The	Prayers	and	Intercessions	of	the	Church      
(after each petition, please respond with - “Hear	our	Prayer”)

The	Lord’s	Prayer (p.162)  (Spoken)  

Our	Father,	who	art	in	heaven,	hallowed	be	Thy	name;	Thy	kingdom	come;	Thy	
will	be	done	on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven;	give	us	this	day	our	daily	bread;	and	
forgive	us	our	trespasses,	as	we	forgive	those	who	trespass	against	us;	and	
lead	us	not	into	temptation;	but	deliver	us	from	evil.	For	Thine	is	the	kingdom	
and	the	power	and	the	glory	forever	and	ever.	Amen.   

+  SERVICE	OF	THE	SACRAMENT  + 

Prepare	to	Receive	Holy	Communion  

 We practice Biblical Communion. It is a testimony to our unity in faith and 
doctrine. All who have been baptized, examined and absolved are welcome.   
If you are not an active member of this parish or have not previously received   
communion from Pastor Dolby, please speak with him. We invite you to read and  
understand Matthew 28:16-20;  1 Corinthians 11:17-34;  1 Timothy 4:16, and   
Mark 14:23-25.

 Please Note: Should anyone be unable to partake of the wine, we will have a 
small amount of cups filled with grape juice available in the center of each communion 
tray for your use. Also, please note that gluten-free wafers are available in a small bowl 
on the wafer plate for anyone with a gluten allergy.

 We receive Christ’s Body and Blood in, with and under the bread and the 
fruit of the vine, wine/grape juice, for the forgiveness of sins, united in the fellowship 
of faith and faithful in Christ.

The	Preface  (p.160)  (Spoken) 

 P: The Lord be with you. (2 Timothy 4:22) 
  C:	And	also	with	you.

  Lift up your hearts. (Colossians 3:1) 
    We	lift	them	to	the	Lord.

  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. (Psalm 136)
   It	is	right	to	give	Him	thanks	and	praise.

The	Gathering	of	the	Offerings	for	the	Lord’s	Work 

During	Offering “Once He Came in Blessing,” LSB 333; Text:  Johann Horn, c. , 1490-1547; 
tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, sts. 1,4, alt.; tr. Lutheran Service Book 2006, sts. 2-3; Tune:  
Michael Weisse, c. 1480-1534; setting: Henry V. Gerike, b. 1948; Text (sts. 1,4) and tune: Public 
domain; Text (sts.2-3) and setting: 2006 Concordia Publishing House; Onelicense # A-735546

The	Offertory	Hymn:  LSB	#803	 “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”

Joyful, joyful we adore Thee,      
God of glory, Lord of love!     
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee,     
Praising Thee, their sun above.      
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,     
Drive the gloom of doubt away.      
Giver of immortal gladness,      
Fill us with the light of day.

All Thy works with joy surround Thee,     
Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays,     
Stars and angels sing around Thee,     
Center of unbroken praise.      
Field and forest, vale and mountain,    
Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea,     
Chanting bird, and flowing fountain     
Call us to rejoice in Thee.

Thou art giving and forgiving,      
Ever blessing, ever blest,     
Wellspring of the joy of living,      
Oceandepth of happy rest!      
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,      
Fountainhead of love divine:       
Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit!      
Joyful, we by grace are Thine!

Text: Henry Van Dyke, 1852-1933, alt.
Music: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796-1867; 
Text and music: Public domain



  It is truly good, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all  
  places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,  
  through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh  
  You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the  
  person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not  
  seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of  
  heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising   
  You and saying: 

The	Sanctus   “Holy, Holy, Holy”    (Sung) (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9)
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:     
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.      
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.    
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.    
Hosanna in the highest.

The	LOrd’s	Prayer  (p.162)  (Spoken)  

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our	Father,	who	art	in	heaven,	hallowed	be	Thy	name;	Thy	kingdom	come;	
Thy	will	be	done	on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven;	give	us	this	day	our	daily	
bread;	and	forgive	us	our	trespasses,	as	we	forgive	those	who	trespass	
against	us;	and	lead	us	not	into	temptation;	but	deliver	us	from	evil.	For	
Thine	is	the	kingdom	and	the	power	and	the	glory	forever	and	ever.	Amen.

The	Words	of	Our	Lord

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:  “Take, eat; this is 
My † body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My † 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.”          
                            (Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25)

Pax	Domini  “The Peace of the Lord “ (Response is Sung) (John 20:19)
 The peace of the Lord be with you always.
 A - men.

Agnus	Dei ~ “Lamb of God “  (Sung) (John 1:29)

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;    
 have mercy on us.       
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;    
 have mercy on us.       
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;    
 grant us peace.    

The	Sharing	of	Jesus’	True	Body	and	Blood,	Given	and	Shed	for	You

Communion	Hymn	#	1	-	#380	LSB	“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”    
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king;   
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”  
Joyful, all ye nations, rise; Join the triumph of the skies;   
With th’angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”  
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,  
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb.  
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, the incarnate Deity!   
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel!   
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the sun of Righteousness!  
Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings.   
Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die,    
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth.   
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”  

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88; alt. Tune:  Felix Mendelsson, 1809-47; setting:  William H.  

Cummings, 1831-1915; Text and music:  Public Domain



Communion	Hymn	#	2	-	#624	LSB		“The Infant Priest Was Holy Born” 	(v.	1-4)	

The infant Priest was holy born     
For us unholy and forlorn;     
From fleshly temple forth came He,    
Anointed from eternity.

This great High Priest in human flesh    
Was icon of God’s righteousness.    
His hallowed touch brought sanctity;    
His hand removed impurity.

The holy Lamb undaunted came     
To God’s own altar lit with flame;     
While weeping angels hid their eyes,    
This Priest became a sacrifice.

But death would not the victor be    
Of Him who hung upon the tree.     
He leads us to the Holy Place    
Within the veil, before God’s face.

Text: Chad L. Bird, 1970; Tune:  Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, London, 
1778; adapt. Edward Miller, 1731-1807; setting: The Worshipbook:  Services and Hymns, 
1972; Text:  1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird; Music: Public domain. OneLicense #A-735546. 

The	Nunc	Dimittis (p. 165)  

Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation which You have prepared in the 
sight of ev’ry people:  A light to reveal You to the nations and the glory 
of Your people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Closing	Prayer	of	Thanksgiving  (p. 166) (Please Stand)

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, Who in loving-kindness sent 
Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us 
pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but 
always rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly 
to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
	 Amen. enter to Worship—depart to serve

The Benediction  (p.166)  (Spoken)

The LoRD bless you and keep you.
The LoRD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LoRD look upon you with favor and † give you peace.   
 Amen.	

The	Sending	Hymn:		#368	LSB		“Angels We Have Heard on High” 
Angels we have heard on high,     
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,     
And the mountains in reply,     
Echoing their joyous strains.
Refrain:  Glo - ria in excelsis Deo.   
 Glo - ria in excelsis Deo.
Shepherds, why this jubilee?     
Why your joyous strains prolong?    
What the gladsome tidings be     
Which inspire your heav’nly song?  Refrain: 
Come to Bethlehem and see     
Him whose birth the angels sing;     
Come, adore on bended knee     
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.  Refrain:  

Text: French; tr. The Crown of Jesus, Part 2, London, 1862, alt. Tune:  French;   
setting: Edward S. Barnes, 1887-1958; Text and music:  Public domain

Postlude   

(Since our Christmas Eve service was live-streamed, this morning’s service will not be 
podcast or live-streamed.)


