
“How Silently, 

How Silently, 

The Wondrous Gift 

is Given! ”

Please join us for our
Christmas Day Worship Service

at 9:30 a.m. 
offering Holy Communion

and on
New Year's Eve

at our 
Watch Night Service

offering Holy Communion

@ 11:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve 2021



A Candlelight Service 
for Christmas Eve 2021

5:00 p.m.

The Prelude  "Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful" Piano/Organ Duet by Chris Mueller and 
Marie Porterfield.  Arr. Tedd Smith and Don Hustad;  Tune and Carol, Public domain.  
1975 Hope Publishing Company.  One License #A-735546

Pastor's Words of Welcome

(Service Note: Due to safety regulations, we will ALL receive battery-powered candles 
this evening. Please pick one up prior to the service.) 

The Invocation

We begin this special worship of the birth of our Savior

in the name of Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.    

 Amen. 

The Opening Hymn:  LSB 379  "Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful" 

Introduction and Accompaniment: Benjamin Mercredi, Trumpet

O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant!    
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;     
Come and behold Him Born the king of angels:

Refrain:  O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,   
 O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

Highest, most holy, Light of Light eternal,      
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;      
Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing! Refrain: 

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,     
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!     
Glory to God— In— the— high-est:  Refrain:

1

Thank You!
 to All Those 

Who Purchased Poinsettia Plants 
to Grace Our Lord's Altar

Opportunities to Worship the Lord 
during the Month of December

Every Sunday 
8:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.  

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25th
Worship Service offering Holy Communion @ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday, December 26th, ONLY ONE SERVICE!     
Worship service @ 9:30 a.m. offering Holy Communion.

Watchnight Service, Friday, December 31st 

Worship Service @ 11:00 p.m. offering Holy Communion.

Bring Family and Friends!



The Hymn:  LSB 367 "Angels from the Realms of Glory" (v 1-3, 5) 

Angels from the realms of glory,      
Wing your flight o'er all the earth;      
Ye who sang creation's story,      
Now proclaim Messiah's birth.

Refrain: Come and worship, come and worship;    
 Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds in the field abiding,     
Watching o'er your flocks by night,     
God with us is now residing,     
Yonder shines the Infant Light.    

Refrain: Come and worship, come and worship;    
 Worship Christ, the newborn King.   

Sages, leave your contemplations,     
Brighter visions beam afar;     
Seek the great Desire of nations,     
Ye have seen His natal star.  Refrain:

All creation, join in praising     
God the Father, Spirit, Son,     
Evermore your voices raising      
To th'eternal Three in One.  Refrain:

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, sts. 1-4, alt.; Salisbury Hymn Book,  
Salisbury, 1857, st. 5, alt.
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941
Text and music: Public domain

Lighting of the Christ Candle
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Text: John F. Wade, c. 1711-86; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-80, alt,;
Tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711-86; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal 1940
Text and music: Public domain

The Time of Confession and Absolution    (Spoken)

As we rejoice at the birth of the Christ Child,

 We remember His name, Jesus, for He will save His people  
 from their sins.     (Matthew 1:21)

On this most holy night, we humble ourselves before the King of Kings, seeking 
His wondrous gift of forgiveness, grace, and mercy.

 O Lord, for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, please forgive  
 us all of our sins. We need You and pray as You taught us to  
 pray, “Let us not be put to shame!” (Psalm 25:2)

(A time of silent confession and personal reflection as we stand before God)

 Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,   
 and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.   (John 20:19-23)

 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those  
 with whom He is pleased! Let us go over to Bethlehem and see  
 this which the Lord has made known to us.    
 Our Messiah is here! Alleluia!  (Luke 2:14-15)

Forgiven We Now Enter God's Presence



loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if 
we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.

13  By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us 
of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son 
to be the Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of 
God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we have come to know and to 
believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love 
abides in God, and God abides in him. 

  This is the Word of the Lord.     
  Thanks be to God.   

The Holy Gospel:  Matthew 1:18-25    (ESV  p. 807) 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the First Chapter.
 Glory to You, O Lord.

 The Birth of Christ 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put 
her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of 
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for 
he will save his people from their sins."  22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord 
had spoken by the prophet:
  23 "Behold, the virgin shall conceive      
   and bear a son,       
  and they shall call his name Immanuel"
(which means, God with us).  24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel 
of the Lord commanded him:  he took his wife,  25 but knew her not until she had 
given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.
    The Gospel of our Lord.       
  Praise to You, O Christ.
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The Old Testament Reading:   Isaiah  7:10-14  (ESV  p. 572)

  The Sign of Immanuel

       10Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz,
        11"Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven."
        12But Ahaz said, "I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test."
        13And he said, "Hear then, O house of David!      
 Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also?
      14Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign.      
 Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,     
  and shall call His name Immanuel (which means 'God is with us').

 This is the Word of the Lord.
  Thanks be to God.

Music Offering:  "O Little Town of Bethlehem"   Priscilla Sharon Alex, Piano

The Salutation and Collect for This Day
 The Lord be with you.   (2 Timothy 4:22)
  And also with you.
 Let us pray. You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of 

Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him 
as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes 
to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    
 Amen.

The Epistle Reading:   1 John 4:7-16 

 God is Love
7  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves 

has been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not 
know God, because God is love. 9 In this the love of God was made manifest 
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 
through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved 
us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so 



The Children’s Message  "Candle Light and Gifts From Jesus"

The Message Hymn: LSB 366 "It Came Upon a Midnight Clear"

It came upon a midnight clear, That glorious song of old,   

From angels bending near the earth To touch their harps of gold:  

"Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, From heav'n's all-gracious king." 

The world in solemn stillness lay To hear the angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies they come With peaceful wings unfurled, 

And still their heav'nly music floats O'er all the weary world.   

Above its sad and lowly plains They bend on hov'ring wing,   

And ever o'er its babel sounds The bless-ed angels sing.

All you, beneath your heavy load, By care and guilt bent low,   

Who toil along a dreary way With painful steps and slow:   

Look up, for golden is the hour, Come swiftly on the wing,   

The Prince was born to bring you peace; Of Him the angels sing.

For lo, the days have come to pass By prophets seen of old,  

When down into the circling years Came Christ as was foretold.  

His word of peace shall to the earth God's ancient promise bring, 

And all who take this gift will hear The song the angels sing.

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-76, alt.

Music: Richard S. Willis, 1819-1900, 

Text and music: Public domain

The Christmas Eve Homily:  

 "God Is With Us Forever, That Includes Today" (Matthew 1:18-25)

The Nicene Creed   (p. 206)

 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible.

 I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of light, very 
God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our sal-
vation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of 
the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose 
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together 
is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in 
one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 
for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and 
the life † of the world to come. Amen.

The Gathering of Offerings for the Lord's Work     
What Child Is This?  arr. by Lani Smirth, Tune:  GREENSLEEVES;  Traditional English 
Melordy,  2026  Lorenz Publishing Co,..  OneLicense #A-735546   

The Prayers of the Church       
 (after each petition, please respond with - “Hear our Prayer”)

The Lord’s Prayer (p.162)  (Spoken) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Christmas Hymn:  LSB 370  "What Child Is This"

What child is this, who, laid to rest,   
On Mary's lap is sleeping?    
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet  
While shepherds watch are keeping?   
This, this is Christ the king,    
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,  
The babe, the son of Mary!

Why lies He in such mean estate   
Where ox and ass are feeding?   
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here   
The silent Word is pleading.    
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,   
The cross be borne for me, for you;   
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,    
The babe, the son of Mary!

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;   
Come, peasant, king, to own Him.   
The King of kings salvation brings;   
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.   
Raise, raise the song on high,    
The virgin sings her lullaby;    
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,    
The babe, the son of Mary!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98
Tune: English, 16th cent.; setting: John Stainer, 1840-1901, alt.
Text and music: Public domain
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The Lighting of the Congregation's Candles
(Please light the special battery-powered candles which may be obtained 

before the service from the Ushers for your use.     

Please return these candles to the Ushers after the service.) 

The Christmas Hymns and Carols

The Carol:  LSB 364   "Away in a Manger"  
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,     
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.    
The stars in the sky— looked down where He lay,    
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,     
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.     
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,    
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay    
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.    
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,    
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.

Text: Little Children's Book, Philadelphia, 1885, sts. 1-2; Vineyard Songs, 
Louisville, 1892, st. 3, alt.
Tune: William Kirkpatrick, 1838-1921; setting: James E. Engel, 1925-89, 
Text and music: Public domain; Setting: 1993 Mrs. James E. Engel
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Music Offering: "Silent Night"  Kerttu Kuivalainen, Flute    
              and Jani Kuivalainen, Guitar  

The Hymn:  LSB#363   "Silent Night!  Holy Night!"

Silent Night!  Holy Night!        
All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child.      
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace.       
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent Night!  Holy Night!        
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,     
Heav’nly host sing, Alleluia,
Christ, the Savior, is born!       
Christ, the Savior is born!

Silent Night!  Holy Night!        
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face,      
With the dawn of redeeming grace     
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth,       
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.  Amen.

Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820-85;
Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787-1863; setting: Traditional
Text and music: Public domain

The Extinguishing of the Congregation's Candles

The Benediction  (p. 212)

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.   
 Amen.

The Closing Hymn:  LSB 387  "Joy to the World"   
Benjamin Mercredi, Trumpet  

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!     
 Let earth receive her King;     
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room     
 And heav'n and nature sing,     
And heav'n and nature sing,     
And heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!     
 Let men their songs employ,     
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains   
 Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy,   
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow     
 Nor thorns infest the ground;     
He comes to make His blessings flow    
 Far as the curse is found,  Far as the curse is found,   
Far as, far as the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace    
And makes the nations prove     
The glories of His righteousness     
And wonders of His love, And wonders of His love,   
And wonders, wonders of His love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759, adapt.; setting: Lowell Mason, 
1792-1872; Text and music: Public domain
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The Christmas Sending

Go tell it on a mountain, over the hills and everywhere!    

 That Jesus Christ is born. Alleluia! Amen!

The Postlude   "Joy to the World",  All Saints Ensemble

Permission to reprint and podcast or stream the music in this service 
obtained from  ONE LICENSE, License #A-735546. All rights reserved.
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