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Welcome Letter 
 

Welcome or welcome back to another program year of learning about God and experiencing God’s love 

for us at Luther Memorial Church.   
 

We’re excited to join with the whole of LMC in looking at everything we do in Children, Youth, and 

Family ministries through the lens of Hospitality. Guiding us is the example of Jesus’ hospitality, 

memories of when we have felt welcomed ourselves, and the hope that we can model for young people 

what it looks like to engage in radical hospitality towards each other, neighbors, strangers, all of 

creation, and even our own selves. 
 

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers,  
for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.” Hebrews 13:2 
 

We will focus on hospitality to key into how we live out LMC’s mission and vision and how we talk about 

this spiritual journey we are on together. It might mean that some things will change (Check out Club 

56). It might mean that somethings will stay the same. It will, without a doubt, mean that we will attend 

to practicing our faith together. Faith isn’t something to practice only on Sundays or in our church 

building. We continually grow in faith. Every day in every place. It takes practice. We practice faith 

together because we need grace along the way, help, and a whole lot of love. 
 

The goal of faith formation at LMC is to help connect what we are learning and what we are doing with 

who we are called to be in Christ Jesus. 
 

We are on a spiritual journey together. Whether you’ve been here your whole life or you’re just coming 

to church for the first time with your family, whether you prefer worship that is more contemplative or 

more spirited, whether you are full of questions or aren’t sure what questions to ask – you are welcome 

here. You, your family, everyone is welcome as we work together to rejoice in Christ's presence, reform 

our community, respond to our neighbor, and renew faith. 
 

We love that faith is a journey and we are on it together. We will help you mark significant events like 

Baptism and Confirmation. Together we will try out new ideas, make art and sing songs, laugh and play 

games, and learn deep wisdom through the stories of scripture and of faithful people throughout 

history. We will wonder together. 
 

Thanks for coming along on the journey. 

 

Sincerely, 

Deaconess Claire Schoepp 
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Contact Information 
 

Staff 

Pastor Lindsay Mack (after October 16, 2017); pastor@lmcchicago.org;  

Deaconess Claire Schoepp; family@lmcchicago.org; 630-335-0920 

Donald Erickson; youth@lmcchicago.org; 907-625-1294 

Eron Dupree; choirs@lmcchicago.org; 630-251-4328 
 

Greeters 

Angie Cooper; adcooper13@gmail.com 

Melanie Spannagel; melaniespannagel@hotmail.com 

Aaron Weiss; aaronweiss1981@gmail.com 

Sonja Martinez; sonja.m.martinez@gmail.com 
 

Storytellers 

3 year-olds & 4 year-olds - Lori Goss; loriannegoss@gmail.com 

PreK & K - Laurie Nelson; lauriesuenelson@gmail.com 

1st & 2nd Grade - Vicki Thoms; vthoms9995@sbcglobal.net 
 

3rd Grade 

Ben Campana; bjoecamp@icloud.com 
 

4th Grade 

Megan Roddy; megan.anderson317@gmail.com 
 

5th & 6th Grade 

Vaughn Walker; vcwalker14@gmail.com 
 

7th & 8th Grade 

Casey McMillin; casey1mcmillin@gmail.com 
 

High School 

Donald Erickson; youth@lmcchicago.org 
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Sunday School Calendar PreK 3-8th Grade 
 

LMC Sunday School meets weekly at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings. Classes end at 10:50 a.m. when 

the teachers will escort their students to their parent/guardian in the Fellowship Hall. Those in the PreK 

three-year-old class should be picked up in their classroom by a parent. 
 

Every so often we take a break from classes for other church programming. We make every effort to 

keep these breaks to a minimum and to provide plenty of notice when there are changes. Please make 

a note of these important dates. We have two Congregational Meetings per year (typically during 

October and January). If the Congregational Meetings are scheduled to occur between services, 

childcare will be available, but we will not hold Sunday School. Watch service announcements, your 

bulletins, and News and Notes for information about Congregational Meetings. 

 

September 10 Rally Day! – God’s Work. Our Hands. One Service Sunday 11:00 a.m. 

 

September 17 Classes begin. 

 

November 26 Thanksgiving Holiday. No Classes. 

                             

December 17 Christmas Program. No Classes. – One Service Sunday 10:00 a.m.  

   Children gather at 9:15 a.m.                               

 

December 24 Christmas Holiday. No Classes. 

 

December 31 Christmas Holiday. No Classes. 

     

April 1   Easter Holiday. No Classes. 

 

May 13   Last Day of Sunday School classes. 

 

May 20  Pentecost. No Classes. Confirmation & Teacher Appreciation in worship. 
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Seasons of the Church Year 
 

The church calendar helps us remember significant events of God’s story of love for all people and 

better understand how Jesus birth, death, and resurrection matter in our lives. It’s an ancient calendar 

and it shapes how we plan the year at LMC. The church year begins in Advent (the days leading up to 

Christmas) and closes when we celebrate the Christ the King in early winter. 
 

You’ll notice colors changing in the sanctuary as each season changes. The colors help us pay attention 

to ancient themes and deep wisdom.  You’ll notice the children talking about the seasons of the church 

year. If you would like to join in on the fun a bit more intentionally, we’d recommend ordering this 

book: All Through the Day, All Through the Year: Family Prayers and Celebrations by David B. Batchelder 

Children’s Programming Themes 
 

The PreK three-year-olds through second graders participate in Montessori style learning to encourage 

prayerfulness (time to talk to God), discovery, and wonder. As they hear stories of the faith from the 

Bible, we want to give them the tools to ask big questions. 
 

We invite families to talk during the week about the stories heard in Sunday School. If you don’t already 

have a children's Bible or a regular Bible at home, please talk to Deaconess Claire for suggestions.  Faith 

formation happens in partnership with families. Re-read these great and interesting stories with your 

kids and WONDER about them together.   
 

The third and fourth graders work towards preparedness for Confirmation class. For this reason, they 

begin to use a video curriculum to help them engage the story. They will start learning how to navigate 

the Bible. They are already asking bigger “why” questions and so we give them space to do so in their 

class. 
 

The fifth through eighth graders use curriculums designed to engage them at their level. Augsburg 

Fortress’s Connect is perfect for the fifth and sixth graders who are exploring how much they can ask 

“why?” and if they can stump their Sunday School teachers. The teachers are there to help them 

practice asking good questions and grow in wisdom.  This year, the seventh and eighth graders are using 

a curriculum that intentionally pairs with their Confirmation class curriculum. We’ll be using the re:form 

Traditions curriculum during October to pay special attention to the 500th Anniversary of the 

Reformation. Afterwards, the program year will focus on Old Testament Stories. 
 

We are excited to continue to include some Service Days for third through eighth graders. They will be 

put their faith into action around LMC. If you would like to be a part of any of a service project, please 

be in touch with Deaconess Claire.  
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Worshiping with Children 
 

*Relax! God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel you must suppress it in God’s house. It can be helpful 

to sit toward the front where it is easier for children to see and hear or feel free to walk around the 

back (or rock in a rocker). 
 

*Sing hymns loudly, pray, and voice the responses with enthusiasm. Children learn behavior by copying 

you. If you are excited about God, they will be too!  
 

*There are wiggle tamer bags at the back of the church—your child is welcome to read, look at, and 

use these toys! Children under age four are welcome in the nursery as well. Our nursery is staffed by a 

volunteer and a paid staff member each Sunday. If you would like to volunteer, talk with Deaconess 

Claire. 
 

*We invite the younger kids age four through second grade for a special time to get some wiggles out 

during the sermon in the 9:00 a.m. worship service for a separate Children’s Message. 

 

Ministries to Parents 
 
Baptism Seminars - We are excited to welcome your child as a member of the Body of Christ and to 

celebrate the sacrament of Holy Baptism. Baptism is a gift from God. Parents who want their child 

baptized meet with Deaconess Claire to learn about Baptism and look specifically at details of the 

Baptism service. These are scheduled as needed. Your little one is always welcome. 
 

Bible Studies & Small Groups – There are many small groups and Bible studies to choose from at LMC. 

To learn more about the options: everything from a weekly Bible Study on current events, to spirituality 

groups, to book club, contact Nicole Vanderdoes (nvd1390@aol.com)  
 

Children’s Messages – During the 9:00 a.m. Worship Service, children age four through second grade 

are invited to participate in a children’s message during the time of the sermon (about ten minutes). 

Children’s messages often are connected to the lessons in worship, season of the church year, or a 

church project. Volunteers help with this by serving as guides or teaching the lesson. Talk to Deaconess 

Claire to learn more about how you can be a part of this ministry. 
 

Clothing Swaps – Each year, LMC volunteers host a children’s clothing swap or two. People bring clean, 

gently used or new clothing to church labeled with the size and volunteers sort things so parents can 

browse and save a few pennies. Hand-me-downs are the best! Contact Mindi Schoof 

(mindiaspen@gmail.com) LMC members also have an online swap group on Facebook! Let 

Mindi or Deaconess Claire know if you’re interested in being a part of that!  
 

 

mailto:nvd1390@aol.com
mailto:mindiaspen@gmail.com)
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Frolic –Christian faith is essential to early childhood development. By connecting Christian faith with 

developmental milestones, Frolic helps lay a foundation for faith that lasts a lifetime. Volunteers teach 

a parent and child faith class in the fall and in the spring using board books that help introduce faith 

themes to families. We also send out Enewsletters to families with children under 3. If your child is 

under age 3 and you have not received our Frolic e-newsletter, please tell Deaconess Claire. To learn 

more about the classes, please speak with Angel Heinz (ahardyheinz@gmail.com) and Rebecca Ryan 

(rebeccaryan608@gmail.com). Sometimes families will get together for playdates. If this interests you, 

please let Deaconess Claire know. 
 

Little Neighbors Playgroup – The Little Neighbors Playgroup meets in the LMC nursery on Wednesdays 
from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. This Playgroup provides the opportunity for unstructured play and social 
interaction for parents, caregivers and little ones. The nursery is a shoe-free area, so please remember 
socks. This group is open to anyone, so feel free to invite a friend. Contact Bethany Simmons to be 
added to our email reminder list (bethanygsimmons@gmail.com) 
 

Meal Train – When changes come in life, sometimes it’s nice to have one less thing to think about. LMC 

is happy to help with meals! If you’re expecting a little one, experiencing a loss in the family, or just 

need an extra hand, LMC is here to help. Talk to Deaconess Claire to get connected. 
 

Wiggle Tamer Bags – Little kids and big kids get the wiggles. We get that. There are bags at the back of 

the sanctuary filled with books, crayons, and other fun things to entertain your wiggler. Volunteers put 

these together. If you would like to help with this ministry, contact Aaron and Kelly Weiss 

(weiss1981@yahoo.com; kellyfweiss@gmail.com) 
 

Something You Initiate – One of the best things about being a part of LMC is that we are excited to 

work with you on what you are passionate about. Everything in this booklet began because God called 

someone to it. We want to dream with you about a ministry that God might be calling you to. Is there 

something that you would like to see happening? How can we connect you to people with similar 

interests? Do you want to serve, but aren’t sure how? Do you have a connection that we should know 

about? Talk to anyone on staff, council, or you meet in the pew. What is God up to in your life and the 

life of your family?  

mailto:ahardyheinz@gmail.com
mailto:rebeccaryan608@gmail.com)
mailto:bethanygsimmons@gmail.com)
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Stepping Stones: Little Steps. Big Faith. 
 

We love celebrating faith milestones with children and adults alike. Not only do we care about what 
you know, but we also care about who you are growing to be. We want to celebrate the gift that you 
are as you walk along the stepping stones of faith.   
 

Baptism –  We are serious about the promises that are made in Baptism. God makes promises in 
Baptism. Parents and the congregation make promises to God and to the child. We are committed to 
helping one another keep them. Parents meet with Deaconess Claire for a Baptism Seminar and are 
encouraged to celebrate Baptism Birthdays through gifts from LMC to their children. 
 

Bibles & Sunday School – Children are invited to begin Sunday School at age three if they are potty-
trained. To celebrate this milestone, we present three-year-olds with their own Bible at the beginning 
of the program year on Rally Day. We hope that these Bibles grow to have a special place in your story-
time routines. 
 

Fed & Forgiven – We believe that it is the Lord who offers us the gifts given in Holy Communion. All 
ages are welcome at the table. We also understand that it is important to help young people grow in 
their understanding of the Sacraments. In the second half of every year, we offer a class about Holy 
Communion. We adjust the class to the needs of those attending. If you think your child is ready to 
learn more about Holy Communion, please speak with Deaconess Claire or Pastor. (March 10 at 
10:00am). 
 

*NEW THIS YEAR*Club 56 – We are gifted at LMC to have many young people! Our thirteen fifth and 
sixth graders have a lot of energy for fun and learning and we want to empower them to be ready for 
Confirmation class. Because of this, we are introducing a new program as a part of our One Stop 
Wednesday line up. Think of it as a pre-confirmation class. Deaconess Claire and Don are excited to 
spend the year intentionally inviting fifth and sixth graders to think through the baptismal promises 
they will make at their Confirmation through games, activities, prayer, and more. In our curriculum, 
Keeping our Promises, we tackle topics like Alone in a Crowd, Sharing My Story, God Talk, Who Is My 
Neighbor, and Social Justice. This is the stuff they ask about. We are listening. All parents of a fifth or 
sixth grader should plan to take a turn volunteering one or two Wednesdays this year.  
 

Confirmation Class – Youth entering seventh grade are invited to spend two years exploring their faith, 
learning about what the church teaches, and studying the Bible in Sunday School and on Wednesday 
evenings. After a period of study and preparation, our young people are asked to publicly affirm their 
baptism at Confirmation. Along with study and preparation, come some responsibilities and 
requirements. These are available from the pastor and at Confirmation Orientation. We have a lot of 
fun along the way! 
 

High School Send Off – As our high school members graduate, we celebrate their accomplishments and 
pray for them as they go on their way to colleges, careers, trade schools, and gap years. They are a 
blessing to our community and remain in our thoughts and prayers as they go out from this place to 
explore the world beyond. And we continue to welcome them with open arms whenever 
they are in our midst. 
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Family Events 
 

*NEW THIS YEAR*LutherFest – Step back 500 years into history to experience the sights, sounds, and 

tastes of the Reformation and learn just how the world was changed forever. Along the way, we will 

meet individuals who played a role in transforming the Church and world 500 years ago. Think 

Oktoberfest meets Renaissance Fair style and fun for all ages! (October 28, 2:00pm) 
 

St. Nicholas Breakfast – We get ready for the Advent season with the St. Nicholas continental breakfast 

at which families are invited to retreat for a couple hours and work on a craft together that will help 

them on their Advent journey. We will also dust off some favorite Christmas Carols! (December 3; 10:00 

a.m. – 12:00 p.m.) 
 

Service of Lessons & Carols – The Sunday School, Children’s Choir, Chancel Choir, and Bell Choir invite 

you to be a part of this year’s Service of Lessons and Carols. Come to the manger. Come celebrate the 

gift of the Christ Child with renewed hearts and minds. Come sing of the long-expected Jesus, our 

Emmanuel. Please be sure to mark your calendar for a rehearsal on December 16 at 10:00 a.m. and on 

December 17 at 9:15 a.m. 
 

Winter Family Retreat –  Faith education and formation is done in partnership with families.  At the 

Family Retreat, we explore ways to bring the faith conversation home. We plan to explore the theme 

of the year: Hospitality. Details will be forthcoming, but you can mark your calendar! (February 10; 

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.) 
 

Eggstravaganza! – Enjoy some family time on the Saturday before Easter. Bring your own already-hard-

boiled eggs to dye. We will set up everything. No muss. No fuss. There is also always a fun family activity 

that varies depending on how early Easter is. We end the morning with an Egg Hunt in the sanctuary 

for the big kids. Little ones have an event all their own in the nursery. (March 31; 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 

p.m.) 

Seasonal Events 
 

*NEW THIS YEAR*LMC Faith & Family Week – Every Summer, LMC works to create a fun and memorable faith 

formation experience. This summer, we are changing things up a bit. We have found that daytime Vacation Bible 

School is difficult to schedule for families with working parents and competes with so many other day camp 

options in the city. This summer, we are building, brick by brick, a new program that will be intergenerational 

and in the evening the week after Chicago Public Schools let out for summer. Mark your calendar for June 25-

29. You do not have to come every evening to participate. Each evening will be a little different as we find fun 

ways for the whole congregation to experience stories, fun, and opportunities to grow and try new things 

together. If you would like to be a part of the team that is working on this and other summer faith 

formation opportunities, please speak with Deaconess Claire or Angel Heinz 

(ahardyheinz@gmail.com).  

mailto:ahardyheinz@gmail.com)
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Let everything that breathes sing praises to the Lord. (Psalm 150:6) 
 

What is the LMC Children’s Choir?  
Do you like to sing? Are you in kindergarten – fourth grade? This is a fun group that loves to sing, play 
instruments and leads the church in music. Mr. Eron is our choir director!  
 

What will they sing and learn?  
Thanks to a generous donation, this year’s Children’s Choir will include a comprehensive children’s 
music curriculum from Growing in Grace.  With understandable texts, singable melodies, and 
interesting accompaniments, these songs will help each child develop his or her natural singing skills, 
increase in musical knowledge, and grow spiritually. The theme of the curriculum is All Creation Sings 
and finds its inspiration in Psalm 150:6, guiding children to recognize God as the Maker of all things. 
Children learn to honor the world around them as God’s creation and express their praise and 
thanksgiving to the Lord of earth, sky, and sea. 
 

How long do we meet? The LMC Children’s Choir rehearses during One Stop Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
(in the music room). If you’re not able to make a rehearsal, just have your mom and dad let Mr. Eron 
know so we’re not wondering where you are! We sing during services about once a month. We will 
NOT meet on the following Wednesdays: November 15, November 22, December 27, January 3, 
February 14, March 28, and April 18. 
 

Which service does the Children’s Choir sing during? We alternate between the 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 
a.m. services. There will also be some 10:00 a.m. (One Service Sundays) throughout the year. On the 
Sundays we sing, we will meet at 8:45 a.m. in the music room (9:00 a.m. services) and I will gather 
everyone at 10:45 a.m. from Sunday school (11:00 a.m. services).  

Schedule 
  October 1 – 9:00 a.m. 
  October 29 – 11:00 a.m. (Reformation Sunday) 
  December 17 – 10:00 a.m. (Christmas Program) 
  January 28 – 9:00 a.m. 
  February 25 – 11:00 a.m. 
  March 18 – 9:00 a.m. 
  April 1 – 11:00 a.m. (Easter Sunday) 
  April 29 – 9:00 a.m. 
  May 20 – 11:00 a.m. (Pentecost) 
   

Is there a uniform? During the 9:00 a.m. services, we wear our special Children’s Choir robes. During 
the 11:00 a.m. service, we are dressed nicely to sing in front of the congregation.  
 

Will I be updated throughout the year? Of course! Mr. Eron will e-mail your parents to let them, and 
you, know about everything! If there’s ever a question, just ask Mr. Eron. 
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Youth Group and Confirmation 
 

What is Youth Group? - Youth Group is a time for high school youth to come together to relax with 
their peers and to explore who they are in this world as well as how they relate to God and to each 
other. We spend time discussing the joys and sorrows of each of our lives as well as wrestling with big 
questions of who God is and how we serve him as a faithful people. 
 

When is Youth Group? - We meet on most Wednesday nights but look to the yearlong schedule, LMC's 
“News and Notes” email, and the "What's Up Wednesday" email for the exact dates. We are often 
found throughout Chicagoland as well at Synod-wide events, working together at an escape room, 
fundraising for the ELCA Youth Gathering 2018, and plenty of other exciting happenings. 
 

Who can go to Youth Group? - Any youth who is currently in high school that wants to dive into what 
it means to follow God and have some fun while doing it is welcome to come to Youth Group. 
 

What is Confirmation? - Confirmation is a multi-year program that teaches our young people about 
who God is, what the Bible is, and the history and importance of the Lutheran tradition. LMC Member 
Michael Dixon will lead Confirmation until Pastor Lindsay arrives to take charge of the program for the 
remainder of the year. 
 

When is Confirmation? - Confirmation meets on Wednesday nights the same time as the High School 
Youth Group. One Wednesday a month the Confirmation class meets up with the Youth Group for a 
night of games and community. We also have scheduled events throughout the year for the 
Confirmation class outside of LMC -- sometimes with the Youth Group, sometimes not. For exact dates, 
please look to the yearlong schedule, LMC's “News and Notes” email, and the "What's Up Wednesday" 
email. 
 

Who can go to Confirmation? - All youth in seventh and eighth grades are welcome to join us on 
Wednesday nights, even if they’ve never gone to Confirmation before. 
 

What if I have more questions? - Don Erickson is more than happy to either answer any questions or 
help find the person who can.  

Youth Events 
 

Wine Grab Fundraiser - The youth going to the ELCA Youth Gathering 2018 will be selling raffle tickets 
for a wine drawing at LMC on October 8th in between services. On the day of the drawing we will select 
tickets for each bottle of wine donated. Winners might end up with some Three Buck Chuck or could 
walk away with a particularly sought-after bottle of wine -- it's all in the luck of the draw.  
 

Parent's Night Out Fundraiser -Enjoy a night out on the town without the kids. On October 3rd from 
6:30pm-9:00pm, LMC youth from 8th-12th grade will babysit kids up through 7th grade and will be 
collecting donations for the childcare. We'll have movies, games, and even a service project for the kids 
to do at LMC while you get some quality time. This is in support of their fundraising efforts 
for the ELCA Youth Gathering. More details will be released as the date gets closer. 
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Synod Wide Lock-In (TBD) - Middle and High schoolers are invited to one of the highlights of the year, 
the synod-wide Lock-in! In years past, we've started in an ELCA church for service projects and a service 
that focuses on the theme of the service projects then moved into a more fun-oriented environment 
such as Enchanted Castle to release the kids for games, food, and a lack of sleep. The Synod-wide Lock-
in will be on 9:00pm on November 10th - 5:00am, November 11th at Enchanted Castle in Lombard, IL. 
Registration will be $35. 
 

Middle School and High School Escape Rooms (two separate dates: February 11th for Middle School, 
February 17th for High School) - Escape rooms are all about teamwork under stress. Groups are locked 
into a room without one way out: find the clues and solve all the different puzzles in under an hour. 
Our middle and high schoolers will be challenged to rely on each other to escape. The room themes are 
centered on zombie attacks, apocalypses, etc. for teams to overcome. Afterwards, the instructor gives 
participants a review of what he or she did well and how they worked within the team. Escape rooms 
are a wonderful way for youth who are newer or don't feel like they contribute to see how important 
and necessary they are to our community. 
 

High School Lock-In (May 4th) - The Lock-In at LMC is a wonderful night of games, pizza, and meditative 
practices. High school youth come together for a night of fellowship and prayer as well as good times. 
We enjoy the company of each other while eating plenty of food and staying up all night playing games 
and connecting with each other and God.  
 

2018 ELCA Youth Gathering - Every three years the ELCA hosts a huge conference for all high school 
youth to come to and experience the goodness of God through Christ's Body: each other. Through this 
year’s theme, "This Changes Everything," high schoolers embark on a five-day experience that brings 
them in contact with each other, injustices in the world, and the redeeming work of the Church in that 
world. This year the Gathering is being hosted in Houston, TX from June 27th - July 1st, 2018. All students 
who, by June 2018 have completed 8th grade – graduating seniors are welcome to attend the Youth 
Gathering. Our fundraising goal is $1,250 per person attending the Gathering to cover housing, 
transportation, and food for the week. In Gatherings past, we have caravanned with other churches in 
our Synod, but we may be flying since Houston is a bit further than the last Gathering in Detroit. More 
info can be found with Don or by going to www.elca.org/gathering. 
 
Confirmation Camp - Each summer, youth rising into sixth grade through rising into ninth grade are 
invited to a week at Confirmation Camp for a time spent outside of Chicago at Lutheran Outdoor 
Ministries Center focusing on who God is and how we live out faithfully to him in his world. We get to 
camp out in a prairie outside of Oregon, IL, engage in service projects, as well as the normal camp 
activities that are a ton of fun. The date will not be finalized but will be published as soon as we can 
reserve a week at LOMC, although you can expect a date around mid-July. 
 
 
 


