


WELCOME IN THE NAME OF JESUS!

LIVING SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH welcomes you as you join with us in worship this day. May the Holy
Spirit bless you with the message you hear from God’'s Word, the prayers, the hymns, and the fellowship
we share with you. Here is some information you might find helpful:

» Children of all ages are welcome in our worship services. If you need to step out for a moment
with your child, a Family Room is located right outside the Sanctuary doors.

» Changing Tables are located in the Restrooms.

» Please fill out an attendance sheet in the pad on the chairs and place it in the offering plate or
hand to an usher. Guests: We promise we will not bombard you with emails or calls, but this
information is helpful for staying in touch.

» Please let us know if we can help you in any way.

HoLy ComMmuNION: We are very glad that you have joined us today for this worship service as we hear
the Word of God and receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. This church is in fellowship with other
congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. As such, we believe and practice the biblical
teaching that we receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in, with and under the bread
and the wine of the Sacrament (Matthew 26, Mark 14 and Luke 22). If you have a different understanding
of Communion or are still learning about this biblical teaching, we love you enough to ask you not to
receive Holy Communion this day (1 Corinthians 11). However, you are welcome to come forward for a
blessing at the time of Communion. If later you have questions about this or any other teachings, the

pastor would be very pleased to talk with you.
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Waiting for Christ

Welcome to the season of waiting! Not only is Advent a period of preparation for Jesus’ first coming at
Christmas, but this sacred season readies our hearts for Jesus’ ultimate coming: when He, as King of
kings and Lord of lords, returns in power on the Last Day, when every knee will bow before Him and
every eye will see Him as the One who reigns in sovereign majesty over all things. Until the arrival of
that glorious Day, we wait for Him in confident faith, strengthened by His Word and Meal, trusting that
He has redeemed us by His cross and resurrection. With the expectant people of old, may our worship
together lead us to say: “Our soul waits for the Lord; He is our help and our shield” (Psalm 33:20).

Pre-Service Music

Welcome/Announcements

We Call Upon the Name of the Lord
In the name of the Father and of the »I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

P)

Amen.

Opening Sentences

BE B

B

Our soul waits for the LORD;
He is our help and our shield.

For our heart is glad in Him,
because we trust in His holy name.

Let Your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us,
even as we hope in You.

Hymn “The Advent of Our King”

The advent of our King 3.

Our prayers must now employ,
And we must hymns of welcome sing
In strains of holy joy.

The everlasting Son A 6.

Incarnate deigns to be,
Himself a servant’s form puts on
To set His servants free.

Confession and Forgiveness
(P) Confident in His steadfast love, let us confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we do and by what we fail to do. Instead of waiting on You and clinging to

Your promises, we impatiently go our own way.

Psalm 33:20-22

LSB 331
O Zion’s daughter, rise
To meet your lowly King,
Nor let your faithless heart despise
The peace He comes to bring.

All glory to the Son,

Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one
Through all eternity.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676—1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806-76, alt.
Text: Public domain

Instead of loving our neighbors as

ourselves, we put our wants first and serve our interests instead of Yours, O God. For the
sake of our Savior and King, have mercy on us. Forgive us and restore us. Guide us and
renew us. Help us to walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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(P} “You are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:7—
8). Our faithful God hears our prayers and answers them, taking away our guilt and giving us His
righteousness. As a servant of Christ, our Savior and King, | forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Greeting
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come to us
as we wait for Your revealing.

®

Protect us by Your hand that we may be rescued from the guilt of our sins
and saved by Your mighty deliverance;

®F

for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

®F

-« God Speaks to Us Through His Word

God Speaks to Us Through Isaiah Isaiah 64:1-9
Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at your
presence—as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to make your name
known to your adversaries, and that the nations might tremble at your presence! When you did
awesome things that we did not look for, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts
for those who wait for him. You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, those who remember you
in your ways. Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; in our sins we have been a long time, and shall
we be saved? We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a
polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no
one who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face
from us, and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. But now, O LORD, you are our Father;
we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. Be not so terribly angry, O
LORD, and remember not iniquity forever. Behold, please look, we are all your people.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Choir: "Rejoice, Your Light Has Come!" Mary McDonald (with incorporated tunes)

God Speaks to Us Through the Apostle Paul 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

| give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ
Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—even as the
testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as
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you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day
of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

God Speaks to Us Through His Son Mark 13:24-37
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give
its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. And
then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. And then he will send
out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of
heaven.

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you
know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near,
at the very gates. Truly, | say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place.
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father. Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come. It is like a
man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work,
and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the cock crows, or in the
morning— lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. And what | say to you | say to all: Stay awake.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Children's Message Cheryl Bailes

Hymn of the Day: “O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide”  LSB 355 (tune of LSB 344)
O Savior, rend the heavens wide;
Come down, come down with mighty
stride;
Unlock the gates, the doors break down;
Unbar the way to heaven’s crown.

6. Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies;
Grim death looms fierce before our eyes.
O come, lead us with mighty hand
From exile to our promised land.

7. There shall we all our praises bring
And sing to You, our Savior King;
There shall we laud You and adore
Forever and forevermore.

Text: Friedrich von Spee, 1591-1635; tr. Martin L. Seltz, 1909-67, alt.
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110375510

2. O Father, light from heaven send;
As morning dew, O Son, descend.
Drop down, you clouds, the life of spring:
To Jacob’s line rain down the King.

Sermon: "Come to Us, Lord" Isaiah 64:1-9



Creed Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and
was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who
spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, |
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life *k« of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

P

®

®

As we wait in hope for the coming of our Lord, let us together, as His Advent people, bring our
prayers before Him.

Gracious Father, we give You thanks and praise for Your goodness and mercy that follow us all
the days of our lives. You are our God; we are Your people. You have purchased and won us
from sin and death by the sacrifice of Your Son upon the cross and by His rising from the grave.
As He now sits at Your right hand, exalted over all things, we wait expectantly for the Day of His
revealing. We wait in hope for the Lord!

He is our help and our shield.

Mighty King and loving Savior, we thank You for the authority You have over all things in heaven
and on earth. To a world in disarray and for a people filled with despair, You alone offer hope,
peace, and certainty that all things are in Your hands. Help us to trust in You, Lord Jesus, even
as we wait for the redemption You will provide on the Day You come again to judge the living and
the dead. Bless the land in which we live and all those who serve for the benefit of us all. Be
present in our homes, our schools, and our workplaces that Your provision be known to all. We
wait in hope for the Lord!

He is our help and our shield.

Healer of the broken and sustainer of the weary, grant the comfort of Your Holy Spirit to all who
are suffering in heart, body, mind, and spirit. Remind those who are downtrodden that they are
never alone, and use us as Your people to reach out in care and compassion to those in our
family, our community, and within this congregation who need Your healing mercies, [especially .
- .]. We wait in hope for the Lord!

He is our help and our shield.

Lord Jesus, we are Your waiting, expectant, hope-filled people. We anticipate the Day of Your
revealing when Your saving work will be fully complete and when You renew and restore all things
in heaven and on earth. Until that glorious Day, help us to rely upon Your grace alone, which
declares us guiltless in Your sight through faith in Your promises. Stir up our hearts to make known
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to all the wonders You have done, so that more souls may be brought to saving faith and many
would join with us in saying, “We wait in hope for the Lord!”
He is our help and our shield.

®

(P) Confident in our coming King and Savior, we entrust our prayers into Your merciful hands, for
You, O Father, live and reign with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

We Worship God with Our Offerings

(Our offerings give us an opportunity to give thanks to God for the many ways He has blessed us. Members and
regular attendees support God’s mission and ministry as He works through this congregation. Guests are
welcome to give an offering but are not expected to do so. Psalm 54:6; 116:12-14, 17)

»J« Our Lord Comes to Us In His Body and His Blood *}

Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) LSB 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.

Hosanna. Hosanna.

Hosannain the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Thanksgiving Psalm 33:21
(P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, for the mercy You show us in Jesus Christ, Your Son and our
King.

You have rescued us from the guilt of our sins and revealed Your mercy to us in the cross
and resurrection of our Savior.

(P] As we await His final coming, we gather before You to remember His sacrifice for us. Prepare our
hearts to receive the redemption He provides through His body and blood. Hear us as we pray in
His holy name and in the timeless words He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Consecration of the Bread and the Wine

(P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My ~ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *} blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”



Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord)

(P] Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

Hymn: “Savior of the Nations, Come” LSB 332

1. Savior of the nations, come, 3. Here amaid was found with child,
Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! Yet remained a virgin mild.

Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, In her womb this truth was shown:
That the Lord chose such a birth. God was there upon His throne.

2. Not by human flesh and blood, 7. From the manger newborn light
By the Spirit of our God, Shines in glory through the night.
Was the Word of God made flesh— Darkness there no more resides;
Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. In this light faith now abides.

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397
German version, Martin Luther, 1483-1546; (sts. 1-2)

Post-Communion Thanksgiving

(P) Letus pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the
Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood.
Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of waiting that, on the Day of His coming,
we may rejoice forever as those You have made guiltless in Your sight;
(P) through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.
Benediction Psalm 33:22; Numbers 6:24-26
(P) Let Your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us,
even as we hope in You.
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.
Hymn “The Night Will Soon Be Ending” LSB 337 (tune of LSB 893)
The night will soon be ending; 2. The One whom angels tended
The dawn cannot be far. Comes near, a child, to serve;
Let songs of praise ascending Thus God, the judge offended,
Now greet the Morning Star! Bears all our sins deserve.
All you whom darkness frightens The guilty need not cower,
With guilt or grief or pain, For God has reconciled
God’s radiant Star now brightens Through His redemptive power
And bids you sing again. All those who trust this child.



The earth in sure rotation

Will soon bring morning bright,
So run where God’s salvation
Glows in a stable’s light.

As old as sin’s perversion

Is mercy’s vast design:

God brings a new creation—
This child its seal and sign.

God dwells with us in darkness
And makes the night as day;
Yet we resist the brightness
And turn from God away.

But grace does not forsake us,
However far we run.

God claims us still as children
Through Mary’s infant Son.

Text: Jochen Klepper, 1903-42; tr. Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007
Text: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110375510
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