


WELCOME IN THE NAME OF JESUS!
LIVING SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH welcomes you as you join with us in worship this day. May the
Holy Spirit bless you with the message you hear from God's Word, the prayers, the hymns, and the
fellowship we share with you. Here is some information you might find helpful:

> Children of all ages are welcome in our worship services. If you need to step out for a
moment with your child, a Family Room is located right outside the Sanctuary doors.

> Changing Tables are located in the Restrooms.

> Please fill out an attendance sheet in the pad on the chairs and place it in the offering plate

or hand to an usher. Guests: We promise we will not bombard you with emails or calls, but
this information is helpful for staying in touch.
> Please let us know if we can help you in any way.
HoLy CommMmuNION: We are very glad that you have joined us today for this worship service as we
hear the Word of God and receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. This church is in fellowship
with other congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. As such, we believe and practice
the biblical teaching that we receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in, with and
under the bread and the wine of the Sacrament (Matthew 26, Mark 14 and Luke 22). If you have a
different understanding of Communion or are still learning about this biblical teaching, we love you
enough to ask you not to receive Holy Communion this day (1 Corinthians 11). However, you are
welcome to come forward for a blessing at the time of Communion. If later you have questions about

this or any other teachings, the pastor would be very pleased to talk with you.
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The Fifth Sunday After Pentecost
The one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church is found in various places throughout the whole world
and in every nation. National flags have not traditionally been displayed in churches as they denote
only earthly division among people whereas Christians are one in their faith and loyalty to Jesus
Christ. There are therefore no Propers appointed for Independence Day in the United States of
America. This, of course, is not to deny a person’s responsibilities as a citizen of a country. In fact
our feelings of patriotism may rank quite high as citizens who owe allegiance to an earthly
government. This day marks the official adoption of the American Declaration of Independence,
which reads, in part: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”
As we gather as Christians in America before the altar of God, we acknowledge with joy and
conviction our loyalty to our homeland. But we do so knowing that anything made by the hands of
men is subject to the decay and demise and disfigurement of our sin. Therefore, Christians give
the higher and final loyalty to God, our Creator and Redeemer.
As we owe loyalty and obedience to both God and those placed in godly authority over us, when
human authority is set against God’s revealed will, we are called, as Peter said, to “obey God rather
than men” (Acts 5:29). The world has an ungodly disobedience to God’s fundamental will and
commands. We are called to be lights in the darkness of the sinful world around us.
We continue to thank God for our nation. “And,” as the historic Declaration concludes, “for the
support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually
pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.”

Pre-Service Music
BuxWYV 181: Danket dem Herrn Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)
HWV 584: Sonatina George Frideric Handel (1685-1759)

Welcome/Announcements

We Call Upon the Name of the Lord
In the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Collect (Opening Prayer)

Lord, keep this nation under Your care. Bless the leaders of our land that we may be a people
at peace among ourselves and a blessing to the other nations of the earth. Grant that we may
choose trustworthy leaders, contribute to wise decisions for the general welfare, and serve
You faithfully in our generation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
Hymn “God Bless Our Native Land” LSB 965
God bless our native land; 2. So shall our prayers arise
Firm may she ever stand To God above the skies;
Through storm and night. On Him we wait.
When the wild tempests rave, Thou who art ever nigh,
Ruler of wind and wave, Guarding with watchful eye,
Do Thou our country save To Thee aloud we cry:
By Thy great might. God save the state!

Text (st. 1): Charles T. Brooks, 1813-83, alt.; (st. 2): John S. Dwight, 1813-93, alt.
Text: Public domain
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Confession and Absolution

<

R @

<

Hymn of Praise: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”

Dearly beloved, the apostle Paul says, “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which
you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the
air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—among whom we all once lived
in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by
nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the
great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved. . . . So then you are no longer strangers
and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,
built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the
cornerstone.”

Accordingly, let us now make confession of our sins.

O almighty God, merciful Father, |, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my
sins and iniquities with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this, your confession, | announce the grace of God to you. Your sins are forgiven in the
name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Lord will give strength to His people.
The Lord will bless His people with peace.

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us,
Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live
in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LSB 803

1. Joyful, joyful we adore Thee, A 3. Thou art giving and forgiving,
God of glory, Lord of love! Ever blessing, ever blest,
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, Wellspring of the joy of living,
Praising Thee, their sun above. Ocean-depth of happy rest!
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Drive the gloom of doubt away. Fountainhead of love divine:
Giver of immortal gladness, Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit!
Fill us with the light of day. Joyful, we by grace are Thine!
Text: Henry Van Dyke, 1852-1933, alt.
Text: Public domain
Greeting

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.
Almighty God, You have given us this good land as our heritage. Grant that we remember Your
generosity and constantly do Your will. Bless our land with honest industry, truthful education,
and an honorable way of life. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion, from pride and
arrogance, and from every evil course of action. Grant that we, who came from many nations
with many different languages, may become a united people. Support us in defending our
liberties, and give those to whom we have entrusted the authority of government the spirit of
wisdom, that there may be justice and peace in our land. When times are prosperous, may our
hearts be thankful, and in troubled times do not let our trust in You fail; through Jesus Christ,

our Lord.
Amen.
T« God Speaks to Us Through His Word
God Speaks to Us Through the Second Book of Kings 2 Kings 18:1-8, 28-36

In the third year of Hoshea son of Elah, king of Israel, Hezekiah the son of Ahaz, king of Judah,
began to reign. He was twenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned twenty-nine
years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Abi the daughter of Zechariah. And he did what was
right in the eyes of the Lord, according to all that David his father had done. He removed the high
places and broke the pillars and cut down the Asherah. And he broke in pieces the bronze serpent
that Moses had made, for until those days the people of Israel had made offerings to it (it was called
Nehushtan). He trusted in the Lord the God of Israel, so that there was none like him among all the
kings of Judah after him, nor among those who were before him. For he held fast to the Lord. He
did not depart from following him, but kept the commandments that the Lord commanded Moses.
And the Lord was with him; wherever he went out, he prospered. He rebelled against the king of
Assyria and would not serve him. He struck down the Philistines as far as Gaza and its territory,
from watchtower to fortified city.

Then the Rabshakeh stood and called out in a loud voice in the language of Judah: “Hear the word
of the great king, the king of Assyria! Thus says the king: ‘Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he
will not be able to deliver you out of my hand. Do not let Hezekiah make you trust in the Lord by
saying, The Lord will surely deliver us, and this city will not be given into the hand of the king of
Assyria.” Do not listen to Hezekiah, for thus says the king of Assyria: ‘Make your peace with me
and come out to me. Then each one of you will eat of his own vine, and each one of his own fig
tree, and each one of you will drink the water of his own cistern, until | come and take you away to
a land like your own land, a land of grain and wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of olive
trees and honey, that you may live, and not die. And do not listen to Hezekiah when he misleads
you by saying, The Lord will deliver us. Has any of the gods of the nations ever delivered his land
out of the hand of the king of Assyria? Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the
gods of Sepharvaim, Hena, and lvvah? Have they delivered Samaria out of my hand? Who among
all the gods of the lands have delivered their lands out of my hand, that the Lord should deliver
Jerusalem out of my hand?”

But the people were silent and answered him not a word, for the king’s command was, “Do not
answer him.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



God Speaks to Us Through the Apostle Paul 2 Corinthians 4:7-18
But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and
not to us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death
of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. For we who live are always
being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our
mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you.

Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, “I believed, and so |
spoke,” we also believe, and so we also speak, knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will
raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. For it is all for your sake, so that
as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being
renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of
glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are
unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

God Speaks to Us Through His Son Matthew 22:15-22
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle [Jesus] in his talk. And they sent their
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and teach
the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by
appearances. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus,
aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin for the tax.”
And they brought him a denarius. And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?”
They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are
Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” When they heard it, they marveled. And they left
him and went away.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Children's Message Vicar Tim
Hymn: “Before You, Lord, We Bow” LSB 966
1. Before You, Lord, we bow, 2. The nation You have blest

Our God who reigns above May well Your love declare,

And rules the world below, From foes and fears at rest,

Boundless in pow’r and love. Protected by Your care.

Our thanks we bring For this bright day,

In joy and praise, For this fair land—

Our hearts we raise Gifts of Your hand—

To You, our King! Our thanks we pay.



5. And when in pow’r He comes, A countless throng,
Oh, may our native land With joy to sing
From all its rending tombs To heav’n’s high King
Send forth a glorious band, Salvation’s song!
Text: Francis Scott Key, 1779-1843, alt.
Text: Public domain
Sermon: “To Whom Do We Bow?” Matthew 22:15-22
Creedal Hymn: “In God We Believe” Tune of 802

In God we believe: the Creator whose pow’r

In mercy has brought us for worship this hour.

He graciously grants us our years and our days
And blesses with kindness our work and our ways.

In Jesus, the Savior, our hope is secured.

True God and true man once the cross He endured

To grant our lives wholeness, forgiveness of sin.

With hearts freed from guilt, we know true peace within.

God'’s Spirit at work in our lives we confess;

With power and truth the Church now He does bless.
As saints, God’s forgiven, one day we shall then

Be living in glory forever. Amen.

Text: Gregory J. Wismar. Copyright © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Prayer of the Church
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Let us pray.

Almighty and most merciful God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give You thanks for
all Your goodness and tender mercies, especially for the gift of Your dear Son and for the
revelation of Your will and grace. Implant Your Word in us that, with good and honest hearts,
we may keep it and bring forth the fruits of faith. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We humbly ask You to rule and govern Your Church throughout the world. Bless all those who
proclaim Your truth that we may be preserved in the pure doctrine of Your saving Word and
that faith in You may be strengthened, love toward others increased, and Your kingdom
extended. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Grant health and prosperity to all who are in authority, especially to the president and congress
of the United States, the governor and legislature of this state, and to all those who make,
administer, and judge our laws.

Grant them grace to rule according to Your good pleasure for the maintenance of
righteousness and the hindrance and punishment of wickedness, that we may lead quiet and
peaceable lives in all godliness and honesty. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Comfort, O God, with Your Holy Spirit all who are in trouble, want, sickness, anguish of labor,
peril of death, or any other adversity. [Especially....] Grant courage and steadfastness to those
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who suffer for Your name’s sake that they may receive and accept their afflictions in the
confidence that You will acknowledge them as Your own. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Although we have deserved Your righteous wrath and punishment, yet, we ask You, O most
merciful Father, not to remember the sins of our youth nor our many transgressions. Out of
Your unspeakable goodness and mercy defend us from all harm and danger to body and soul.
Preserve us from false doctrine, from war and bloodshed, from plague and pestilence, from all
calamity by fire and water, from hail and tempest, from failure of harvest and from famine, from
anguish of heart and despair of Your mercy, and from an evil death. In every time of trouble,
show Yourself a very present help, the Savior of all, especially to those who believe. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Cause all needed fruits of the earth to prosper that we may enjoy them in due season. Give
success to the Christian training of the young; to all lawful occupations on land, sea, and air;
and to all pure arts and useful knowledge, crowning them with Your blessing. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

These and whatsoever other things You would have us ask of You, O God, grant us for the
sake of Jesus Christ, Your only Son, our Lord and Savior, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

10:45 | Commissioning of the Guatemala Mission Team Butch Nye

We Worship God with Our Offerings

(Our offerings give us an opportunity to give thanks to God for the many ways He has blessed us. Members
and regular attendees support God’s mission and ministry as He works through this congregation. Guests
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are welcome to give an offering but are not expected to do so. Psalm 54:6; 116:12-14, 17)

= Our Lord Comes to Us In His Body and His Blood *I-

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Hymn “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng” LSB 813

Rejoice, O pilgrim throng!
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing;
Your festal banner wave on high,
The cross of Christ your king.

Ref. Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!
Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-91, alt.
Text: Public domain



Prayer of Thanksgiving
(P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given
Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In mercy for Your fallen world, You promised a Savior from sin and death; through the holy
patriarchs and prophets you made for Yourself a people of promise through whom You gave
Your only begotten Son into our flesh by the Virgin Mary, who delivered Your promised
salvation by His atoning death on a cross and life-giving resurrection from the dead.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant
us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive
the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood.

Consecration of the Bread and the Wine

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I~ blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

Proclamation of Christ
(P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord)
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Hymn: “Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace” LSB 844
1. Lord of all nations, grant me grace 3. Forgive me, Lord, where | have erred
To love all people, ev’ry race; By loveless act and thoughtless word.
And in each person may | see Make me to see the wrong | do
My kindred, loved, redeemed by Thee. Will grieve my wounded Lord anew.
2. Break down the wall that would divide 5.  With Thine own love may | be filled
Thy children, Lord, on ev’ry side. And by Thy Holy Spirit willed,
My neighbor’s good let me pursue; That all | touch, where’er | be,
Let Christian love bind warm and true. May be divinely touched by Thee.

Text: Olive Wise Spannaus, 1916-2018, alt.
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110375510
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Post-Communion Thanksgiving

Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, God of all concord, it is Your gracious will that Your children on earth live
together in harmony and peace. Defeat the plans of all those who would stir up violence and
strife, destroy the weapons of those who delight in war and bloodshed, and, according to Your
will, end all conflicts in the world. Teach us to examine our hearts that we may recognize our
own inclination toward envy, malice, hatred, and enmity. Help us, by Your Word and Spirit, to
search our hearts and to root out the evil that would lead to strife and discord, so that in our
lives we may be at peace with all people. Fill us with zeal for the work of Your Church and the
proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which alone can bring that peace which is beyond
all understanding; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

Amen.
Hymn: “Battle Hymn of the Republic” WC 569
1. Mine eyes have seen the glory of the He is sifting out the hearts of men before
coming of the Lord, His judgment seat;
He is trampling out the vintage where O, be swift, my soul, to answer Him! be
the grapes of wrath are stored; jubilant, my feet!
He hath loosed the fateful lightning of Our God is marching on.
His terrible swift sword— Ref.

His truth i hi : ili -
'S truth 1S marching on 3. Inthe beauty of the lilies Christ was born

Ref. Glory! glory, hallelujah! across the sea,
Glory! glory, hallelujah! With a glory in His bosom that
Glory! glory, hallelujah! transfigures you and me;
His truth is marching on. As He died to make men holy, let us live
to makes men free,
2. He has sounded forth the trumpet that While God is marching on.
shall never sound retreat, Ref.

Text: Julia War Howe

SENDING: LIVING SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT
As we go out this day, let us remember our mission is...
Making an eternal impact today through the love of Jesus Christ.



The quotation from the Lutheran Confessions is from Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions, second edition; edited by
Paul McCain, et al., copyright © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.
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