


WELCOME IN THE NAME OF JESUS!
LIVING SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH welcomes you as you join with us in worship this day. May the
Holy Spirit bless you with the message you hear from God's Word, the prayers, the hymns, and the
fellowship we share with you. Here is some information you might find helpful:

> Children of all ages are welcome in our worship services. If you need to step out for a
moment with your child, a Family Room is located right outside the Sanctuary doors.

> Changing Tables are located in the Restrooms.

> Please fill out an attendance sheet in the pad on the chairs and place it in the offering plate

or hand to an usher. Guests: We promise we will not bombard you with emails or calls, but
this information is helpful for staying in touch.
> Please let us know if we can help you in any way.
HoLy CommMmuNION: We are very glad that you have joined us today for this worship service as we
hear the Word of God and receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. This church is in fellowship
with other congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. As such, we believe and practice
the biblical teaching that we receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in, with and
under the bread and the wine of the Sacrament (Matthew 26, Mark 14 and Luke 22). If you have a
different understanding of Communion or are still learning about this biblical teaching, we love you
enough to ask you not to receive Holy Communion this day (1 Corinthians 11). However, you are
welcome to come forward for a blessing at the time of Communion. If later you have questions about
this or any other teachings, the pastor would be very pleased to talk with you.
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The Sure and Living Hope

We gather today still in the glow of the most joyous and amazing celebration of Easter, the
resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, from the dead. The sights and sounds of that
celebration linger in our memory, not as just a past event finished and forgotten, but as Peter calls
it today, “a living hope,” as enduring and strong as the certainty of our living Lord and the promised
future of our own resurrection. We return to continue the Easter celebration because in the
afterglow of the days since Easter Sunday, many still do not know that hope. Like the absent apostle
Thomas, we still face what seems to be a hopeless world. Today we remember that our only hope
is built on a divine Savior whose crucifixion wounds were endured for us and for all. Indeed, we are
to learn that every Sunday throughout the entire year is an Easter celebration as our living Lord
draws us into His holy, life-giving wounds through His very same body and blood given us in Holy
Communion. Thomas saw and believed. Peter rejoiced. Though we do not now see Him, “you
believe in Him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory” (1 Peter 1:8), the only
sure and living hope.

Pre-Service Music
Welcome/Announcements

We Call Upon the Name of the Lord
P} Inthe name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Sentences 1 Corinthians 15:54b-57
(P) “Death is swallowed up in victory.” “O death, where is your victory?”
“0 death, where is your sting?”

(P} The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.
But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Hymn: “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” LSB 465

1. Now all the vault of heav’n resounds 3 Ofill us, Lord, with dauntless love;
In praise of love that still abounds: Set heart and will on things above
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” That we conquer through Your
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! triumph;

Repeat their song of glory here: Grant grace sufficient for life’s day
“Christ has triumphed! Christ has That by our lives we truly say:
triumphed!” “Christ has triumphed! He is living!”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2. Eternal is the gift He brings, A 4. Adoring praises now we bring
Therefore our heart with rapture And with the heav’nly blesséd sing:
sings: “Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!”
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” Be to the Father and our Lord,

Now still He comes to give us life To Spirit blest, most holy God,
And by His presence stills all strife. All the glory, never ending!
Christ has triumphed! He is living! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.
Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110375510
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Confession and Absolution

(P) That victory remains ours by a God-given faith and hope. That hope is kept alive as we daily
repent of our sins and remain in the promises of God. For, if we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. We are afraid of losing hope. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, risen
from the dead for the life of the world, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

B~

(P} Upon this, your confession, | by virtue of my office as a servant of the Word announce the grace
of God to you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Hymn “From All That Dwell Below the Skies” LSB 816
From all that dwell below the skies Till suns shall rise and set no
Let the Creator’s praise arise; more.
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia!
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Through ev’ry land by ev’ry tongue.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

A 3. All praise to God the Father be,
All praise, eternal Son, to Thee.
Alleluia, alleluia!

2. Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord,; Whom with the Spirit we adore
Eternal truth attends Thy Word. Forever and forevermore:
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia!

Thy praise shall sound from shore Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
to shore

Text (sts. 1-2): Isaac Watts, 1674-1748; (st. 3): William W. How, 1823-97
Text: Public domain
Greeting
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

(P] Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by Your grace
confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus Christ,
Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



+ God Speaks to Us Through His Word +

God Speaks to Us Through the Acts of the Apostles Acts 5:29-42
But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. The God of our fathers
raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as
Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to
these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”

When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. But a Pharisee in the council
named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave orders to
put the men outside for a little while. And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are
about to do with these men. For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody,
and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who followed him were
dispersed and came to nothing. After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and
drew away some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who followed him were scattered.
So in the present case | tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or
this undertaking is of man, it will fail; but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You
might even be found opposing God!” So they took his advice, and when they had called in the
apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.
Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor
for the name. And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching
and preaching Jesus as the Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

God Speaks to Us Through the Apostle Peter 1 Peter 1:3-9
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by
God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various
trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though
it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus
Christ. Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe
in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your
faith, the salvation of your souls.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

God Speaks to Us Through His Son John 20:19-31
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples
were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with
you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad
when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
even so | am sending you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
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“‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold
forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”

Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see in his hands
the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his
side, | will never believe.”

Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side.
Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him,
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have believed.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book;
but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his name.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Children's Message Janice Stille
Hymn: “O Sons and Daughters of the King” LSB 470
1. O sons and daughters of the King, “Your Lord will go to Galilee.”

Whom heav’nly hosts in glory sing, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Today the grave has lost its sting!

Alleluia. alleluia. alleluial 8. How blest are they who have not seen

And yet whose faith has constant been,
2. That Easter morn, at break of day, For they eternal life shall win.
The faithful women went their way Alleluia, alleluia, alleluial
To seek the tomb where Jesus lay.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluial 9. On this most holy day of days

Be laud and jubilee and praise:
3. An angel clad in white they see, To God your hearts and voices raise.

Who sits and speaks unto the three, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Text: Public domain

Sermon: “Living in Hope” 1 Peter 1:3-9

Creed Nicene Creed
| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men
and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of
the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
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And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who
spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism
for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life *I- of the
world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

@

®

®

®

®

Let us pray.

O God, in the glorious joy of our continuing celebration of the resurrection of Your Son, our
Lord, Jesus Christ from the dead, we give You thanks and sing Your praise. By His death, He
destroyed death and by His rising now gives to all who believe the gift of eternal life in the
forgiveness of our sins. Help us to walk with the certainty of a living hope of the eternal life of
the world to come. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Give boldness to Your whole Church throughout the world that Your servants, especially Your
pastors and teachers, proclaim the resurrection of Christ to all people as the objects of Your
love. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord God, save and defend our country. Give wisdom and compassion to all in authority that
they may serve all people with justice and provide for the maintenance of peace. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lovingly embrace all who gather to celebrate the remembrance of the most glorious death and
resurrection of Your Son. Increase faith and hope in the hearts and minds of all who call upon
You, especially all who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any adversity.... By Your
healing grace, defend us from every evil to body and soul. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We commend to Your mercy, O Lord, all Your servants who have departed with the sign of
faith and now rest in the sleep of peace. Grant to them Your mercy and everlasting peace; and
on the day of the resurrection of all flesh, grant that we and all Your servants of the mystical
Body of Your Son, may altogether be set on His right hand and hear His most joyful voice
saying, “Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world.” Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

We Worship God with Our Offerings

(Our offerings give us an opportunity to give thanks to God for the many ways He has blessed us. Members
and regular attendees support God’s mission and ministry as He works through this congregation. Guests are
welcome to give an offering but are not expected to do so. Psalm 54:6; 116:12-14, 17)

Offertory
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+ Our Lord Comes to Us In His Body and His Blood +

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

ymn: “Sanctus” LSB 161

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.

Hosanna. Hosanna.

Hosannain the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His
body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we ask You, O Lord, to forgive, renew,
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His
blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which
has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father,
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Consecration of the Bread and Wine

P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I- body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 1 blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

P)

P

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death,



Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord)

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Hymn “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” LSB 575
My hope is built on nothing less 3. His oath, His covenant and blood
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; Support me in the raging flood,;
No merit of my own | claim When ev’ry earthly prop gives way,
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. Refrain He then is all my hope and stay. Refrain
ref. On Christ, the solid rock, | stand,; 4. When He shall come with trumpet sound,
All other ground is sinking sand. Oh, may I then in Him be found,
. . Clothed in His righteousness alone,
2. When darkpess veils .H'S lovely face, Redeemed to stand before His throne!
I rest on His unchanging grace; :
, . Refrain
In ev’ry high and stormy gale Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.
My anchor holds within the veil. Refrain Text: Public domain
Hymn “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” LSB 637
Draw near and take the body of the With heav’nly bread He makes the
Lord, hungry whole,
And drink the holy blood for you Gives living waters to the thirsting soul.
outpoured; 3. Come forward then with faithful h
Offered was He for greatest and for - Come Torward then with Taithful hearts
least, sincere, .
Himself the victim and Himself the And take the pIedges_ of salvation here.
; O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks
priest.
endow
2. He who His saints in this world rules As in this feast of love You bless us
and shields, now.

To all believers life eternal yields;
Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Text: Public domain

Post-Communion Thanksgiving

P

Let us pray.

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon
and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule
our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You;



through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benediction

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.

Amen.

Hymn: “Lift High the Cross” LSB 837

ref. Lift high the cross, the love of Christ The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks
proclaim combine. Refrain

Till all the world adore His sacred name.
Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell

1. Come, Christians, follow where our Of Him who saves our lives from death
Captain trod, and hell. Refrain
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of .
God. Refrain So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory!
2. Led on their way by this triumphant Refrain
sign,

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956, alt.
Text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110375510
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