


WELCOME IN THE NAME OF JESUS!

LIVING SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH welcomes you as you join with us in worship this day. May the Holy Spirit bless
you with the message you hear from God's Word, the prayers, the hymns, and the fellowship we share with you.
Here is some information you might find helpful:
> Children of all ages are welcome in our worship services. If you need to step out for a moment with your
child, a Family Room is located right outside the Sanctuary doors.

> Changing Tables are located in the Restrooms.

> Please fill out an attendance sheet in the pad on the chairs and place it in the offering plate or hand to an
usher. We ask guests and members to fill them out each week. Guests: We promise we will not bombard
you with emails or calls, but this information is helpful for staying in touch.

> Please let us know if we can help you in any way.

HoLY COMMUNION: We are very glad that you have joined us today for this worship service as we hear the Word of God and
receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. This church is in fellowship with other congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod. As such, we believe and practice the biblical teaching that we receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in, with
and under the bread and the wine of the Sacrament (Matthew 26, Mark 14 and Luke 22). If you have a different understanding of
Communion or are still learning about this biblical teaching, we love you enough to ask you not to receive Holy Communion this day
(1 Corinthians 11). However, you are welcome to come forward for a blessing at the time of Communion. If later you have questions
about this or any other teachings, the pastor would be very pleased to talk with you.
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If 1t Should Bear Fruit

How then shall we live? What a profound question for Christians to consider midway through Lent! The
Lord has shown His mercy to us, forgiven our sins, and delivered us from death. Then what? What is
the focus of our lives? The call of the Readings for this Sunday points us to the repentance that bears
the good fruit of God’s kingdom. Like trees that have failed to produce good fruit, the Lord has tended
us with His Word, with the warning of the Law and the promise of the Gospel. But if the tree remains
unfruitful, the tree will have to be cut down. It is a hard word to hear, but God remains merciful, and
most of all, He seeks that we bear the good fruits of faith and repentance in our daily lives.

Pre-Service Music Guest Organist today is Nadine Wilkinson
Welcome/Announcement

We Call Upon the Name of the Lord
(P) In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Hymn: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” LSB 809
1 Greatis Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;

There is no shadow of turning with Thee.
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not;
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. Refrain

ref Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies | see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain
Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866—-1960
Text: Public domain

Call for Confession Psalm 1:6; 5:4, 7, adapt.
(Pl The LorD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.

(P} You are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil may not dwell with You.
Through the abundance of Your steadfast love, | will enter Your house.

Silence for meditation and reflection.

(P) Let us confess our sins to God our Father:

Almighty God, maker of all things and judge of all people, we poor sinners confess to You
that we have turned away from You. We have not done the good You desire but have done
the evil You forbid. We repent of all our sins of thought, word, and deed and pray for Your
mercy for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Turn our hearts away from sin and its
temptation and grant us by the Holy Spirit to serve You with all our heart, mind, body, and
soul. In the holy name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.
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Hymn: “With Broken Heart and Contrite Sigh” (tune of LSB 425)
1 With broken heart and contrite sigh,

A trembling sinner, Lord, I cry.

Thy pard’ning grace is rich and free—

O God, be merciful to me!

4 Nor alms nor deeds that | have done
Can for a single sin atone.
To Calvary alone | flee—
O God, be merciful to me!

5 And when, redeemed from sin and hell,
With all the ransomed throng | dwell,
My raptured song shall ever be,

God has been merciful to me.
Text: Cornelius Elven, 1791-1873
Text: Public domain

God Forgives Our Sins

] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a servant of Christ and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the -} Son and of the Holy Spirit. To the impenitent and unbelieving | declare that
so long as you continue in your impenitence, God will not forgive your sins and will visit your iniquity
upon you until you turn from your sinful ways, come to repentance, and trust in the merits of Jesus
Christ alone.

Amen.

(P) May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Greeting
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P) Letus pray.
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your
ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the
unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Announcement of the Day

(P) Though the Readings for the Third Sunday in Lent bring warnings to those who refuse the Spirit
and remain impenitent, they also promise that God will work in us the healthful Spirit of His grace,
forgive our sins, and equip us to bear the good fruits of His kingdom in our lives. From the prophet
Ezekiel, we learn that God finds no pleasure in judging the wicked but rejoices in their repentance
and faith. From 1 Corinthians, we are warned by Paul against the pride that goes before the fall and
assured that in Christ temptation cannot overcome us. In the Gospel, Jesus is confronted with a
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tragedy from the news and points the hearers to their own repentance and faith, that they may bear
the good fruit of His Kingdom.

+ God Speaks to Us Through His Word +

God Speaks to Us Through His Prophet Ezekiel 33:7-20

“So you, son of man, | have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word
from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If | say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall
surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in
his iniquity, but his blood | will require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and
he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.

“And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said: ‘Surely our transgressions and
our sins are upon us, and we rot away because of them. How then can we live?’ Say to them, As | live,
declares the Lord Gob, | have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his
way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

“And you, son of man, say to your people, The righteousness of the righteous shall not deliver him
when he transgresses, and as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by it when he turns
from his wickedness, and the righteous shall not be able to live by his righteousness when he sins.
Though | say to the righteous that he shall surely live, yet if he trusts in his righteousness and does
injustice, none of his righteous deeds shall be remembered, but in his injustice that he has done he shall
die. Again, though | say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ yet if he turns from his sin and does what is
just and right, if the wicked restores the pledge, gives back what he has taken by robbery, and walks in
the statutes of life, not doing injustice, he shall surely live; he shall not die. None of the sins that he has
committed shall be remembered against him. He has done what is just and right; he shall surely live.

“Yet your people say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just,” when it is their own way that is not just. When
the righteous turns from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it. And when the wicked
turns from his wickedness and does what is just and right, he shall live by them. Yet you say, ‘The way
of the Lord is not just.” O house of Israel, | will judge each of you according to his ways.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn: “Lord, You Have Called Your Grace to Mind” (tune of LSB 571)
1 Lord, You have called Your grace to mind;

You have reversed our heavy doom

As You forgave when Israel sinned

And brought the wand’ring captives home.

2 Your work alone has set us free
And made Your mighty wrath abate.
Now, let our hearts wide open be
So Your salvation be complete.

7 Your truth and honor shall abound;
Your glory fill the earth again,
And heav’nly grace bless all around

In our Redeemer’s gentle reign.
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, adapt.
Text: Public domain



God Speaks to Us Through His Apostle 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the
sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food,
and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the
Rock was Christ. Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the
wilderness.

Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. Do not be
idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to
play.” We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a
single day. We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, nor
grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. Now these things happened to
them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has
come. Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. No temptation has
overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond
your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to
endure it.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

God Speaks to Us Through His Son Luke 13:1-9
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

There were some present at that very time who told [Jesus] about the Galileans whose blood Pilate
had mingled with their sacrifices. And he answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse
sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? No, | tell you; but unless you
repent, you will all likewise perish. Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them:
do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? No, | tell you;
but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.”

And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it
and found none. And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now | have come seeking fruit on
this fig tree, and | find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ And he answered him, ‘Sir,
let it alone this year also, until | dig around it and put on manure. Then if it should bear fruit next year,
well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Message

Hymn: “Renew Me, O Eternal Light” LSB 704
1 Renew me, O eternal Light, 3 Createin me a new heart, Lord,
And let my heart and soul be bright, That gladly | obey Your Word.
Illumined with the light of grace Let what You will be my desire,
That issues from Your holy face. And with new life my soul inspire.
2 Remove the pow’r of sin from me 4  Grant that | only You may love
And cleanse all my impurity And seek those things which are above
That | may have the strength and will Till  behold You face to face,
Temptations of the flesh to still. O Light eternal, through Your grace.

Text: Johann Friedrich Ruopp, 1672-1708; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt. Text: Public domain
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God Speaks to Us Through Our Guest Pastor Rev. Arturo Mendez

Creed Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by
the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life -
of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

P

®

®

®

®

Restore us, O Lord, according to Your promise, and hear the prayers of Your people who cry to
You in need.

Blessed Lord, it is Your good and gracious will not to condemn but to save the sinner through the
merits of Christ alone. Open our hearts to the voice of Your call, lead us to repentance, and grant
us Your Holy Spirit so that we may show forth the good fruits of that repentance in our lives. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, we live in a world filled with temptation, fear, and threat. Grant us a refuge in Your
Word that our hearts may not despair. Deliver us from all our enemies and bring us to everlasting
life. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Merciful Lord, the tragedies and disasters of this life unsettle our hearts and feed our anxieties.
Remind us of Your great compassion and faithfulness, and support the victims of such events as
well as the emergency personnel who imperil themselves on our behalf. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Gracious God, our world cries out in search of hope; grant to those who preach Your Word the
grace to proclaim it faithfully, and bless the missionaries far and near who bring Your Gospel to
those who sit in the darkness of sin and death. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord God, bless us with good and faithful leaders who will hear and heed Your Word. Move us to
have compassion on the oppressed, to seek justice for those who suffer wrongly, and to sustain
goodness in our life and conduct. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.



(P) Deliver, O Lord, the sick from their afflictions, the sorrowing from their grief, the troubled in mind
from depression, and the dying from fear. Hear us [especially for . . . and] for all who cry to You in
need. Hear us for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

®

(P} Holy Lord, all things are Yours and yet You show Your great mercy in giving us all we need for this
life and for eternal life. Give us also a grateful heart, so that we may respond with gratitude and
return to You the tithes and offerings You are due for all Your kindness; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, we pray.

Amen.

We Worship God with Our Offerings
(Our offerings give us an opportunity to give thanks to God for the many ways He has blessed us. Members
and regular attendees support God’s mission and ministry as He works through this congregation. Guests are
welcome to give an offering, but are not expected to do so. Psalm 54:6; 116:12-14, 17)
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+ Our Lord Comes to Us in His Body and His Blood +

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

B

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

B

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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Holy, Holy, Holy Lord LSB 195
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The Words of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I~ blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ
(P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

(P} O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink,
You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest
in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the
final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



Peace of the Lord
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

Lamb of God LSB 198
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Hymn: “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” LSB 761
1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 3 Nothing in my hand | bring;
Let me hide myself in Thee; Simply to Thy cross | cling.
Let the water and the blood, Naked, come to Thee for dress;
From Thy riven side which flowed, Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Be of sin the double cure: Foul, I to the fountain fly;
Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r. Wash me, Savior, or | die.

2 Not the labors of my hands 4  While I draw this fleeting breath,
Can fulfill Thy Law’s demands; When mine eyelids close in death,
Could my zeal no respite know, When | soar to worlds unknown,
Could my tears forever flow, See Thee on Thy judgment throne,
All for sin could not atone; Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

Thou must save, and Thou alone. Let me hide myself in Thee.

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-78
Text: Public domain

Post-Communion Hymn: “My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord” LSB 934
1 My soul now magnifies the Lord; 2 For He alone who shows such might
My spirit leaps for joy in Him. Has done amazing things to me.
He keeps me in His kind regard, His mercy flows; His name like light
And | am blest for time to come. Remains in time perpetually.

Text: Luke 1:46-55; adapt. Stephanie K. Frey, 1952
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110375510
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Post-Communion Thanksgiving

(P) Letus pray.
Merciful God, for freedom You have set us free through Christ’s liberating death and resurrection. In
this freedom, teach us to live in the fruit of the Spirit given us in our Baptism that we may bear in
our bodies the fulfilment of the Law as we love our neighbors as ourselves; through Jesus Christ,

our Lord.
Amen.
Blessing

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Dismissal
(P) Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

Hymn: “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer” LSB 918
1 Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer,
Pilgrim through this barren land.
| am weak, but Thou art mighty;
Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
Feed mettill | want no more;
Feed me till | want no more.

2 Open now the crystal fountain
Whence the healing stream doth flow;
Let the fiery, cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through.
Strong deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer,
Be Thou still my strength and shield;
Be Thou still my strength and shield.

3 When | tread the verge of Jordan,
Bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of death and hell’s destruction,
Land me safe on Canaan’s side.
Songs of praises, songs of praises
| will ever give to Thee;

I will ever give to Thee.
Text: William Williams, 1717-91, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722-96, alt.; (sts. 2-3): tr. William Williams, 1717-91
Text: Public domain
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