


WELCOME IN THE NAME OF JESUS!

LIVING SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH welcomes you as you join with us in worship this day. May the Holy Spirit bless
you with the message you hear from God's Word, the prayers, the hymns, and the fellowship we share with you.
Here is some information you might find helpful:

>

child, a Family Room is located right outside the Sanctuary doors.

Changing Tables are located in the Restrooms.

Children of all ages are welcome in our worship services. If you need to step out for a moment with your

Please fill out an attendance sheet in the pad on the chairs and place it in the offering plate or hand to an

usher. We ask guests and members to fill them out each week. Guests: We promise we will not bombard
you with emails or calls, but this information is helpful for staying in touch.

>

Please let us know if we can help you in any way.

HoLY COMMUNION: We are very glad that you have joined us today for this worship service as we hear the Word of God and
receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. This church is in fellowship with other congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod. As such, we believe and practice the biblical teaching that we receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in, with
and under the bread and the wine of the Sacrament (Matthew 26, Mark 14 and Luke 22). If you have a different understanding of
Communion or are still learning about this biblical teaching, we love you enough to ask you not to receive Holy Communion this day
(1 Corinthians 11). However, you are welcome to come forward for a blessing at the time of Communion. If later you have questions
about this or any other teachings, the pastor would be very pleased to talk with you.
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Prepare

Preparing for Christmas, we buy presents, attend social gatherings, decorate, make plans to gather with
family, and some will brace for the pain of grief that can be so difficult this time of year. In the middle of
all our preparing, today the voice of John the Baptist rings out, “Prepare the way of the Lord.”
Undergirding all the preparing we are doing is preparing for the Lord. John calls us to “bear fruits in
keeping with repentance.” In worship, we do just that. We repent. We turn again to God, seeking His
mercy, receiving His forgiveness, partaking of His grace. This leads to bearing the fruit of the Spirit.
John highlights the fruit of generosity and contentment. What fruit is God calling you to bear as you
prepare for Christmas?

Pre-Service Music
Welcome/Announcements

We Call Upon the Name of the Lord
(P) In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Sentences Malachi 3:1, 6; Luke 3:4; Philippians 1:6, adapt.
(P) The LoRD says, “Prepare the way of the Lord.”
We thank You, O Lord!

(Pl The LorD says, “The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, He is coming.”
We adore You, O Lord!

(P} The LORD says, “I the LORD do not change; therefore you are not consumed.”
We praise You, O Lord!

(P} The LorD who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
We worship You, O Lord!

Hymn: “Prepare the Royal Highway” LSB 343
1 Prepare the royal highway; Your king, yet ev’ry nation
The King of kings is near! Its tribute too should bring.
Let ev’ry hill and valley All lands, bow down before Him!
A level road appear! All nations, now adore Him! Refrain

Then greet the King of Glory

Foretold in sacred story: Refrain 4 His is no earthly kingdom;

It comes from heav’n above.

ref Hosannato the Lord, His rule is peace and freedom
For He fulfills God’s Word! And justice, truth, and love.

So let your praise be sounding

3 Thenfling the gates wide open For kindness so abounding: Refrain

To greet your promised king!
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110375510

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Two Advent candles are lit.

P) Letus pray.



O Lord, let the lighting of these candles signify that You are the light that shines in all the darkness
of our lives. As we wait, watch, hope, and pray, guide us all to reflect Your light and let it shine;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Call for Confession Psalm 25:6-7
(P) Having emerged from the waters of Baptism as God’s new creation in Christ, we confess our sins to
God and one another.

A time of silence is observed.

(Pl We confess to You, O Lord, that we are captive to sin in thought, word, and deed. We have not
borne fruit worthy of repentance. We have sinned against You and our neighbors.
Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.

(Pl Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to Your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of Your goodness, O LORD!

Forgive Us, Lord

2 Forgive us, Lord, for times when peace was lost,
And moments when we never thought to love,
For times when we oppress and offend
And fight for things that kill us in the end.
Forgive, forgive, forgive us all our sins

And help us be in peace with all our kin.
Text: © 2015 Stephen M. Fearing. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110375510

God Forgives Our Sins

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the -}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Greetings
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P) Letus pray.

Stir up our hearts, O Lord,
to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son,

that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
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+ God Speaks to Us Through His Word +

God Speaks to Us Through His Prophet Malachi 3:1-7b
“Behold, | send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek
will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is

coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when
he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings
in righteousness to the LORD. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as
in the days of old and as in former years.

“Then | will draw near to you for judgment. | will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against the
adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages,
the widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says
the LORD of hosts.

“For | the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. From the days
of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” LSB 790
1 Praiseto the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation!
Let all who hear
Now to His temple draw near,
Joining in glad adoration!

2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning
And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining.
Have you not seen
All that is needful has been
Sent by His gracious ordaining?

5 Praiseto the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the Amen
Sound from His people again;
Gladly forever adore Him! Text: Public domain

God Speaks to Us Through His Apostle Philippians 1:2-11

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

| thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my
prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. And | am sure of
this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. It is right
for me to feel this way about you all, because | hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of
grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my
witness, how | yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. And it is my prayer that your love may
abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is
excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that
comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

God Speaks to Us Through His Son
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Luke 3:1-14

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and
Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis,
and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God
came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. And he went into all the region around the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it is written in the book of the words
of Isaiah the prophet,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,

and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall become straight,

and the rough places shall become level ways,
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”

He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to
say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.” For | tell you, God is able from these stones to
raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” And he answered them, “Whoever has two
tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” Tax collectors also
came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Collect no
more than you are authorized to do.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said
to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your
wages.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn: “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” LSB 344

1 OnJordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry

Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake and hearken, for he brings

Without Thy grace we waste away
Like flow’rs that wither and decay.

- ; ; . 4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand
Glad tidings of the King of kings! And make the fallen strong to stand;
2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; Show us the glory of Thy face
Make straight the way for God within, Till beauty springs in ev’ry place.
And let us all our hearts prepare ,
For Christ to come and enter there. A5 Allpraise, eternal Son, to Thee
Whose advent sets Thy people free,
3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, Whom with the Father we adore

Our refuge and our great reward;

And Holy Spirit evermore.



Text: Public domain

God Speaks to Us Through Pastor Bailes: "Are you Prepared?” Luke 3:1-14

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life - everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

P

As we prepare our hearts and minds for Christ's coming, we turn to the Lord in prayer.

A brief time of silence may be observed.

P

®

®

®

O Wisdom from on high, guide Your Church throughout the world to repent—to turn each day to
You, confessing our sins and being restored by You to bear the fruit of the Spirit. Move the leaders,
pastors, teachers, and all the people of our Synod to bear fruits in keeping with repentance. We
pray,

hear us, coming Lord.

O Desire of nations, bless the leaders of nations, our president and Congress, our governors and
local leaders. Move all leaders to cease envy and boastfulness, injustice and corruption. Guide our
leaders to be honorable people who do not neglect the poor and who strive toward the flourishing of
all human beings. Bless those who serve in our armed forces and lift up refugees and all victims of
war. Bring peace between us and our enemies and let Your peace reign over this broken world. We
pray,

hear us, coming Lord.

O Dayspring from on high, come to the aid of all who are in need. As You humbly entered this world
as a vulnerable baby, help all of us to enter humbly the lives of those who are sick, facing surgery,
or dying, to offer comfort and hope, [especially . . .]. Bring healing according to Your will and peace
to those whose suffering endures. Thank You for the work of doctors, nurses, and other medical
professionals who work toward healing and restoration of wholeness. Guide scientists searching for
cures for diseases that bring suffering to the world that their work might lead to healing for many.
We pray,

hear us, coming Lord.

O Key of David, let Your joy, forgiveness, and peace flow freely in and among the families of this
congregation. Empower parents and grandparents to love their children and children to love their
parents. Watch over all who travel and comfort families who are separated by many miles. Guide
families to be places where Your love is demonstrated to strangers as well as to friends. We pray,
hear us, coming Lord.

O Lord of might, empower us to hear the words of John the Baptist afresh today. Lead us to repent
of those things that hinder our trust in You and fill us by the Holy Spirit to bear much fruit. We pray,
hear us, coming Lord.



(P} O Immanuel, You deliver Your people even from the grip of death. Comfort those who mourn and
use us to express the hope that comes from trusting in You. Bring us to be with them on that great
day to come, and until that day give us grace to endure life’s difficulties, while also abiding in Your
love. We pray,

hear us, coming Lord.

(P} You, O Lord, know the thoughts of our hearts and hear those prayers that come to You in sighs too
deep for words. All our prayer we entrust to You in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

We Worship God with Our Offerings

(Our offerings give us an opportunity to give thanks to God for the many ways He has blessed us. Members
and regular attendees support God’s mission and ministry as He works through this congregation. Guests are

welcome to give an offering, but are not expected to do so. Psalm 54:6; 116:12-14, 17)

Hymn: “Arise, O Christian People”
1 Arise, O Christian people!
Prepare yourselves today;
Prepare to greet the Savior,
Who takes your sins away.
To us by grace alone
The truth and light were given;
The promised Lord from heaven
To all the world is shown.

2 Prepare the way before Him;

Prepare for Him the best.

Cast out what would offend Him,
This great, this heav’nly guest.

Make straight, make plain the way:
The lowly valleys raising,
The heights of pride abasing,

His path all even lay.

LSB 354

The humble heart and lowly

God raises up on high;
Beneath His feet in terror

The haughty soul shall lie.
The heart sincere and right,

That heeds God’s invitation

And makes true preparation—
It is the Lord’s delight.

Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus;
Turn not from me aside,

And help me to receive You
This blessed Adventtide.

From stall and manger low
Come now to dwell within me;
I'll sing Your praises gladly

And forth Your glory show.

Text: Public domain

+ Our Lord Comes to Us in His Body and His Blood +

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.

LSB 178

Lord God of
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The Words of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I~ blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ
(P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Peace of the Lord
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

Lamb of God LSB 180
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Hymn: “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”
1 “Comfort, comfort ye My people,
Speak ye peace,” thus saith our God;
“Comfort those who sit in darkness,
Mourning ’neath their sorrows’ load.
Speak ye to Jerusalem
Of the peace that waits for them;
Tell her that her sins | cover
And her warfare now is over.”

2  Yea, her sins our God will pardon,

Blotting out each dark misdeed;

All that well deserved His anger
He no more will see or heed.

She hath suffered many_a day,

Now her griefs have passed away;
God will change her pining sadness
Into ever-springing gladness.

Peace of the Lord

LSB 347
3 Hark, the herald’s voice is crying
In the desert far and near,
Calling sinners to repentance,
Since the Kingdom now is here.
O that warning cry obey!
Now prepare for God a way;
Let the valleys rise to meet Him
And the hills bow down to greet Him.

4 Make ye straight what long was crooked,;

Make the rougher places plain.

Let your hearts be true and humble,
As befits His holy reign.

For the glory of the Lord

Now o’er earth is shed abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token
That His Word is never broken.

Text: Public domain
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Post-Communion Thanksgiving
P) Let us pray.

Thank You, Lord, for this gift of Christ’s body and blood. Prepare our hearts by this great gift to love
You and to serve our neighbor; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing Philippians 1:6; Numbers 6:24—26
(P} He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

Amen.
Hymn: “From All That Dwell Below the Skies” LSB 816
1 From all that dwell below the skies

Let the Creator’s praise arise;
Alleluia, alleluial

Let the Redeemer’s name be sung

Through ev’ry land by ev’ry tongue.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2 Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord;
Eternal truth attends Thy Word.
Alleluia, alleluial
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore
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Till suns shall rise and set no more.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

A3 All praise to God the Father be,

All praise, eternal Son, to Thee.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Whom with the Spirit we adore
Forever and forevermore:
Alleluia, alleluial
AIIeIuia, aIIeIuia, alleluia! Text: Public domain

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Acknowledgments
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry
of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.

12



