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Welcome to Worship! Today’s readings all touch upon the concept of treasure, and the 
impact that treasure has on our relationship with God. In the Introit, the Psalmist states that 
God will provide the costly price of ransoming his soul. The collect prays that we receive 
God’s “wisdom to recognize the treasures You have stored up for us in heaven.” The Old 
Testament reading speaks of the futility of acquiring earthly treasure. The Gospel brings up 
the peril of lacking heavenly treasure. The Epistle enjoins us to keep our minds on heaven 
where our true treasure is stored.
Today’s worship challenges you to examine what you really treasure in this world. Can a 
person tell that God is first place in your life by looking at the portion of earthly treasure 
you return to Him? Do you always place the value of your salvation above the tinsel and 
glitter of earthly fortune? Do you have the wisdom to recognize the treasures God has 
stored up for you? Sinful people can only answer, “Sadly, no.” 
 The Good News is that a Man by the name of Jesus emptied Himself of His treasures and 
died and rose again so that we could be forgiven caretakers of the treasure trove of all 
God’s blessings. Let the joy of that thought fill you as we repent, believe, and then go out 
and live as forgiven caretakers.
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in which He feeds us with His body and blood. The 
Lutheran Church recognizes the real presence of the body and blood of Christ in this 
Sacrament, and we ask all who attend the Sacrament to share this faith with us. Members 
of our sister congregations in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are welcome to 
commune. If you are a guest and want to receive the Sacrament, please speak with the 
pastor or an elder before the Service prior to communing. 
 If you wish to receive the common cup instead of an individual glass, place your hand 
across your chest. At the center of the communion tray, there are glasses with a reduced 
amount of wine for those who don’t wish to have as much wine when they commune. 
Please indicate your attendance at communion by signing the communion registration 
sheet on the desk by the outer door. 
 We have gluten-free communion wafers for those who need them. Please speak to 
the pastor prior to the service if you wish to receive them. To indicate you would like 
a gluten-free wafer, please hold up two fingers (like the peace sign) as the wafers are 
distributed.
 
Divine Service One     Pastoral Greeting     Sharing of the Peace
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+ Confession and Absolution +

Hymn of Invocation: 789 Praise and Thanksgiving

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84
Tune: Gaelic, 19th cent.
Text: © 1987 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005894
Tune: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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Confession of Sins

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution [John 20:19–23]

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

+ Service of the Word +

Introit Psalm 49:7–8, 13–14a, 15; antiphon: vv. 1–2

Hear this, all peoples!
Give ear, all inhabitants  of the world,

both low and high,
rich and poor together!

Truly no man can ransom another,
or give to God the price  of his life,

for the ransom of their life is costly
and can never suffice.

This is the path of those who have foolish confidence;
yet after them people approve  of their boasts.

Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol;
death shall be their  shepherd.

But God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol,
for he will receive me.

Glory be to the Father and  to the Son
and to the Holy  Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever.  Amen.

Hear this, all peoples!
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Give ear, all inhabitants  of the world,
both low and high,

rich and poor together!

Kyrie Mark 10:47
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This Is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

 
P Let us pray.

O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures You have stored up for us in 
heaven, that we may never despair but always rejoice and be thankful for the 
riches of Your grace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

 

 

Sit

Old Testament Reading Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12–14; 2:18–26

2Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity. . . .

12I the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13And I applied my heart to seek 
and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an unhappy business that 
God has given to the children of man to be busy with. 14I have seen everything that is done 
under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and a striving after wind. . . .

18I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to the man 
who will come after me, 19and who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will be 
master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20So I 
turned about and gave my heart up to despair over all the toil of my labors under the sun, 
21because sometimes a person who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must 
leave everything to be enjoyed by someone who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a 
great evil. 22What has a man from all the toil and striving of heart with which he toils 
beneath the sun? 23For all his days are full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation. Even in the 
night his heart does not rest. This also is vanity.

24There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find 
enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, 25for apart from him who can 
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eat or who can have enjoyment? 26For to the one who pleases him God has given wisdom 
and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the business of gathering and 
collecting, only to give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and a striving after wind.
 
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

Christ has risen from the dead.
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and  honor.

He has given him dominion over the works of his hands;
he has put all things under his feet.

Epistle Colossians 3:1–11

1If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things 
that are on earth. 3For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When 
Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

5Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil 
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6On account of these the wrath of God is 
coming. 7In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. 8But now you must 
put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 9Do 
not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 10and have 
put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 
11Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 
slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.
 
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Stand

Alleluia and Verse John 6:68

Holy Gospel Luke 12:13–21

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
 

 
13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus], “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance 

with me.” 14But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15And 
he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life 
does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 16And he told them a parable, 
saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17and he thought to himself, ‘What 
shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear 
down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 
19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, 
drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and 
the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21So is the one who lays up treasure for 
himself and is not rich toward God.”
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Sit

The Catechism
The Ten Commandments

AS THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY SHOULD TEACH THEM IN A SIMPLE WAY TO HIS 
HOUSEHOLD

P The Close of the Commandments What does God say about all these commandments? 
C He says: “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the 

sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate Me, but 
showing love to a thousand generations of those who love Me and keep My 
commandments.” [Ex. 20:5–6] 

P What does this mean?  
C God threatens to punish all who break these commandments. Therefore, we 

should fear His wrath and not do anything against them. But He promises grace 
and every blessing to all who keep these commandments. Therefore, we should 
also love and trust in Him and gladly do what He commands. 
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Hymn of the Day: 782 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings

Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati
Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005894
Tune: Public domain

Sermon Luke 12:13-21: "Visible Wealth or Invisible Life?"
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Stand

Apostles’ Creed

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

P Let us pray for the whole church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 
their needs: For the grace to value You and eternal life over visible wealth, Lord in Your 
mercy,

C Hear our prayer.
P For our nation, that You would cause our leaders to govern justly, and that You would 

hinder their efforts and call them to repentance whenever they go against Your Word, 
for the peace of the whole world, and for all rulers and governments, Lord in Your 
mercy,

C Hear our prayer.
P For all Christians who are persecuted, that they might remain faithful to You, Lord in 

Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P That You would bring an end to abortion in our country, that we would be messengers 

of Your full forgiveness for all sins against life, and that we would be generous with our 
time and treasures in support of life, Lord, in Your mercy,

C Hear our prayer. 



14

P For peace instead of violence, and for justice for all who suffer discrimination in our 
country, Lord, in Your mercy,

C Hear our prayer. 
P For the growth of this congregation, both in faith and in number, that Your Word may 

reach many and bear abundant fruit, Lord in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P For all who need Your help in any way, especially…, Lord in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P For thankful hearts to You, Lord, for all the blessings You lavish upon us, Lord in Your 

mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P For true repentance and faith for all who commune at Your table today, Lord in Your 

mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
C Amen.

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19
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+ Service of the Sacrament +

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

Proper Preface

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin 
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Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to 
death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we 
pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of 
the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 
comes.

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
 
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your 
blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension 
into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your 
kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

C Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.
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Pax Domini John 20:19

Agnus Dei John 1:29

Sit

Distribution
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Distribution Hymn: 611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be

Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt.
Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901
Text and tune: Public domain
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Stand

Thank the Lord [Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10]

Post-Communion Collect

A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.
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Benediction Numbers 6:24–26

730 What Is the World to Me

Text: Georg Michael Pfefferkorn, 1645–1732; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.
Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701
Text and tune: Public domain


