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Welcome to Worship! Today’s Scripture readings force us to take a hard look a God’s 
commandments, and an even harder look at ourselves. The Old Testament reading says, “If 
you obey the commandments of the LORD your God… then you shall live and multiply….” 
The LORD spoke these words to tell the Israelites and us how serious He is about 
obedience to His commandments. But Paul identifies the problem with humans in his 
epistle: we are “people of the flesh” and “infants” when it comes to obeying God’s 
commandments. Jesus reveals the reason for this in the Gospel: we have hearts that hate, 
lust, and lead us to unjust divorce and false swearing. Yet the Introit reminds us that “The 
LORD has made known his salvation; he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the 
nations.” How are salvation and God’s righteousness revealed? Through Jesus, the one who
is speaking the hard words of today’s Gospel, the one who perfectly lived up to the hard 
words of today’s Gospel…for you!
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in which He feeds us with His body and blood. The
Lutheran Church recognizes the real presence of the body and blood of Christ in this 
Sacrament, and we ask all who attend the Sacrament to share this faith with us. Members 
of our sister congregations in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are welcome to 
commune. If you are a guest and want to receive the Sacrament, please speak with the
pastor or an elder before the Service prior to communing. 
 
If you wish to receive the common cup instead of an individual glass, place your hand 
across your chest. At the center of the communion tray, there are glasses with a reduced 
amount of wine for those who don’t wish to have as much wine when they commune. 
Please indicate your attendance at communion by signing the communion registration 
sheet on the desk by the outer door. 
 
We have gluten-free communion wafers for those who need them. Please speak to 
the pastor prior to the service if you wish to receive them.
 
Pastoral Greeting
 
Sharing of the Peace
 
Divine Service Setting Four
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+ Confession and Absolution +
Hymn of Invocation

686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735–90, alt.
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 
to me, a sinner.

Kneel/Stand

Confession of Sins

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

Absolution [John 20:19–23]

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Stand
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+ Service of the Word +

Introit Psalm 98:7–9; antiphon: v. 2

The LORD has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the  nations.

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
the world and those who  dwell in it!

Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together before the LORD,
for he comes to  judge the earth.

He will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with  equity.

Glory be to the Father and  to the Son
and to the Holy  Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever.  Amen.

The LORD has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the  nations.

Kyrie Mark 10:47
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
 
P Let us pray.

O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we who justly suffer the 
consequence of our sin may be mercifully delivered by Your goodness to the 
glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

 
C Amen.

Sit
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Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 30:15–20

15“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16If you obey the 
commandments of the LORD your God that I command you today, by loving the LORD your 
God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his 
rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that 
you are entering to take possession of it. 17But if your heart turns away, and you will not 
hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today, 
that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are going over the 
Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I 
have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and 
your offspring may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to 
him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the LORD 
swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.”
 
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8

Praise the LORD, all nations!
Extol him, all  peoples!

For great is his steadfast love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
bring an offering, and come into his courts!

Epistle 1 Corinthians 3:1–9

1But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as 
infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even 
now you are not yet ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and 
strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? 4For when 
one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human?

5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord 
assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7So neither he who
plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8He who plants 
and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labor. 9For we 
are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s building.
 
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

6



Stand

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel Matthew 5:21–37

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
 

21[Jesus said:] “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and 
whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that everyone who is angry 
with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the 
council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So if you are offering
your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 
24leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then 
come and offer your gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going 
with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the 
guard, and you be put in prison. 26Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have 
paid the last penny.

27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say to you that 
everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her
in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is 
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better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 
30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that 
you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell.

31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 
32But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual 
immorality, makes her commit adultery. And whoever marries a divorced woman commits 
adultery.

33“Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but 
shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ 34But I say to you, Do not take an oath at 
all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by
Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36And do not take an oath by your head, for 
you cannot make one hair white or black. 37Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; 
anything more than this comes from evil.”
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

C I believe in one God,
     the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth
          and of all things visible and invisible.
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
     the only-begotten Son of God,
     begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     very God of very God,
     begotten, not made,
     being of one substance with the Father,
     by whom all things were made;
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
     and was made man;
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
     He suffered and was buried.
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
          and ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of the Father.
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
     whose kingdom will have no end.
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the Lord and giver of life,
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
     who spoke by the prophets.
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sit

The Catechism
Table of Duties

CERTAIN PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE FOR VARIOUS HOLY ORDERS AND POSITIONS,
ADMONISHING THEM ABOUT THEIR DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

P What does the Bible say to Youth?
C Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, 

clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, “God opposes the 
proud but gives grace to the humble.” Humble yourselves, therefore, under 
God’s mighty hand, that He may lift you up in due time. 1 Peter 5:5–6 

P What does the Bible say to Widows?
C The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and 

continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help. But the widow who 
lives for pleasure is dead even while she lives. 1 Tim. 5:5–6

P What does the Bible say to Everyone?
C The commandments … are summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as 

yourself.” Rom. 13:9 I urge … that requests, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for everyone. 1 Tim. 2:1
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Hymn of the Day

394 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–85, alt.
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand
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Prayer of the Church

P Let us pray for the whole church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 
their needs: O Lord Jesus, we thank you that You not only get to the root of our 
inability to keep Your commandments, You kept them perfectly for us, who lives and 
reigns with the Father and the Spirit,

C Amen.
P Lord God, save our nation, bless our rulers with wisdom and faith, frustrate their plans 

when they act against Your Word, and call them to repentance. Grant our world peace,
and guide the course of this world to serve You and Your purposes, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord,

C Amen.
P God our Protector, give to all Christians who are persecuted the faith that allows them 

to remain faithful to You, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
C Amen.
P Lord our King, give us peace instead of violence, justice for all who suffer 

discrimination, and law and order in our streets, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
C Amen. 
P Lord of the Church, grow our congregation in faith and in number, that Your Word 

may reach many and bear abundant fruit, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
C Amen.
P O God, the Giver and Creator of all things, we thank You for all the blessings You lavish

upon us, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
C Amen.
P O Holy Spirit, give to all Your people true repentance and faith, that those who 

commune at Your table today receive forgiveness of sins, life and salvation, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord,

C Amen.
P Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord
C Amen.

+ Service of the Sacrament +

Stand

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
 
P Lift up your hearts.
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C We lift them to the Lord.
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all 
who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life.
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As the glory of Your presence once filled Your ancient temple, so in the incarnation of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, You manifested the fullness of Your glory in human flesh.
 
We give You thanks that in His most Holy Supper You reveal Your glory to us. Grant us
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood so that we may one day behold Your 
glory face to face.
 
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer

C Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
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Agnus Dei John 1:29

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Sit

Distribution
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Distribution Hymn

625 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread

Text: Johann Rist, 1607–67; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt.
Tune: Theütsch kirchen ampt, 1525, Strassburg
Text and tune: Public domain
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Stand

Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32

Collect

A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.

C Amen.
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Benedicamus Psalm 103:1

A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Benediction

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.

698 May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill

Text: Edward Osler, 1798–1863, alt.
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872
Text and tune: Public domain
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