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Welcome to Worship! Today’s readings sound the note of joy. In the Old Testament 
reading, Isaiah says, “I will greatly rejoice in the LORD.” In the Epistle, Paul writes, “Rejoice 
always.” In the Gospel, John the Baptizer has the joy of announcing that the Messiah has 
come. The gradual says, “Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion.” Today, on Gaudete or “Rejoice”
Sunday, we light the pink candle on the Advent wreath as a sign of our rejoicing.
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in which He feeds us with His body and blood. The
Lutheran Church recognizes the real presence of the body and blood of Christ in this 
Sacrament, and we ask all who attend the Sacrament to share this faith with us. Members 
of our sister congregations in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are welcome to 
commune. If you are a guest and want to receive the Sacrament, please speak with the
pastor or an elder before the Service prior to communing. 
 
If you wish to receive the common cup instead of an individual glass, place your hand 
across your chest. At the center of the communion tray, there are glasses with a reduced 
amount of wine for those who don’t wish to have as much wine when they commune. 
Please indicate your attendance at communion by signing the communion registration 
sheet on the desk by the outer door. 
 
We have gluten-free communion wafers for those who need them. Please speak to 
the pastor prior to the service if you wish to receive them.
 

Pastoral Greeting
 

Divine Service Setting Four
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath

P Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.
C You call us to walk in the joy of Your presence
P and to rejoice always, 
C for that is Your will for us.
P Bless us as we light the third candle of this wreath. 
C Give us the joy that anticipates Your coming,
P and a garment of praise instead of a faint spirit
C that we welcome You into our homes with glad hearts,
P for You are our light and our salvation.
C Blessed be God forever.

+ Confession and Absolution +

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 
to me, a sinner.

Kneel/Stand
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Confession of Sins

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

Absolution [John 20:19–23]

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Stand

+ Service of the Word +
Hymn of Invocation

349 Hark the Glad Sound

Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51
Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820
Text and tune: Public domain
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Kyrie Mark 10:47

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts. 1, ref

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.
Tune: French, 15th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
 
P Let us pray.

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness
of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

 
C Amen.
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Sit

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 35:1–10

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;

2it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.

3Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.

4Say to those who have an anxious heart,
“Be strong; fear not!

Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,

with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”

5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;

6then shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.

For waters break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;

7the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;

in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

8And a highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;

the unclean shall not pass over it.
It shall belong to those who walk on the way;
even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.

9No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;

they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.

10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return
and come to Zion with singing;

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
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they shall obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

 
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt.

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.

Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation.

Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
From the house of the Lord we  bless you.

Epistle James 5:7–11

7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits 
for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the 
late rains. 8You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 
9Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the
Judge is standing at the door. 10As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11Behold, we consider those blessed who 
remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the 
purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.
 
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia
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Verse John 20:31

Alleluia

Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2–15

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
 

2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 
3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4And 
Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their 
sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, 
and the poor have good news preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who is not 
offended by me.”

7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you 
go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out 
to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ 
houses. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. 10This is he of whom it is written,

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’

11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than 
John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
12From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence,
and the violent take it by force. 13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 
14and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has ears to hear, 
let him hear.”
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

C I believe in one God,
     the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth
          and of all things visible and invisible.
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
     the only-begotten Son of God,
     begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     very God of very God,
     begotten, not made,
     being of one substance with the Father,
     by whom all things were made;
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
     and was made man;
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
     He suffered and was buried.
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
          and ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of the Father.
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
     whose kingdom will have no end.
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the Lord and giver of life,
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
     who spoke by the prophets.
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
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Hymn of the Day

398 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed

Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.
Tune: Leonhart Schröter, c. 1532–c. 1601
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Prayer of the Church

P Let us pray for the whole church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 
their needs: That You would receive our unending thanks and praise for the joy You 
give us in Jesus, Your Son, Lord in Your mercy,
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C Hear our prayer.
P That the governments of the world and our leaders would act justly and with mercy, 

and that You would call them to repentance wherever they disobey You, Lord in Your 
mercy,

C Hear our prayer.
P That all Christians who are persecuted might remain faithful to You, Lord in Your 

mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P That our congregation might grow, so Your Word may reach many and bear abundant 

fruit, Lord in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P That You would bless the Your people who study and work on the Campus of UWW, 

Lord in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P That You would help Your people who need you in any way, especially…, Lord in Your 

mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P That You would receive our thanks to You for all the blessings You lavish upon us, Lord

in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P That You would give true repentance and faith to all who commune at Your table 

today, Lord in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord
C Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as 
a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3).

Sit

Rubric

+ Service of the Sacrament +

Stand

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
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P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all 
who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

Text: Stephen P. Starke
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life.
 
In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to proclaim that in 
Christ the kingdom of heaven draws near.
 
With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body and 
blood, given us to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so proclaim His
death until He comes again in glory.
 
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer

C Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.”
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Pax Domini

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Agnus Dei John 1:29

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Sit

Distribution

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those 
who come to receive, saying:

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:
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602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives

5 The gifts are in the feast,
    Gifts far more than we see;
Beneath the bread and wine
    Is food from Calvary.
The body and the blood
    Remove our ev’ry sin;
We leave His presence in
    His peace, renewed again.

6 All glory to the One
    Who lavishes such love;
The triune God in love
    Assures our life above.
His means of grace for us
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    Are gifts He loves to give;
All thanks and praise for His
    Great love by which we live!

Text: Richard C. Resch, 1947
Tune: Charles J. Dale, 1842–1912, alt.
Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005894
Tune: Public domain

Stand

Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32
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Post-Communion Collect

A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.

C Amen.

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1

A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Benediction

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.
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Hymn to Depart

515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660–1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823–1907, alt.
Tune: Swedish
Text and tune: Public domain
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