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Welcome to worship! Today’s readings paint a picture of Jesus’ kingship
which challenges human understanding of what it means to rule as king. 
The Introit begins, “Let all the earth fear the Lord,” but the readings don’t 
present a God who, from a human perspective, is very fearful. In the Old 
Testament reading, God says to His people, “Your words have been hard 
against Me,” as if their false accusations against God have hurt Him. In 
the Gospel, Jesus hangs on the cross under a sign which reads, “This is 
the King of the Jews”—an unusual posture for a king. Paul’s words in the 
Epistle put things in perspective for us: through Jesus’ reign as King on 
the cross, God was reconciling the world to Himself. 
In the opening hymn, we ask the King to be present with us in worship. In
the Hymn of the Day, like the thief in the Gospel reading, we ask our 
dying King to let His blood cover our sins. In the sending hymn, we pray 
that our King would come quickly and bring us to our home in heaven 
with Him.

Pastoral Greeting
 

Divine Service Setting One
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832 Jesus Shall Reign

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt.
Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793
Text and tune: Public domain

+ Confession and Absolution +

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 
holy name. Amen.

Absolution [John 20:19–23]

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Stand
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+ Service of the Word +

Introit Psalm 134; antiphon: Psalm 33:8

Let all the earth  | fear the LORD;*
let all the inhabitants of the world stand in  | awe of him!

Come, bless the LORD, all you servants  | of the LORD,*
who stand by night in the house  | of the  LORD!

Lift up your hands to the  | holy place*
and  | bless the  LORD!

May the LORD bless you from  | Zion,*
he who made  | heaven and earth!

Glory be to the Father and  | to the Son*
and to the Holy  | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever.  | Amen.

Let all the earth  | fear the LORD;*
let all the inhabitants of the world stand in  | awe of him!

Kyrie Mark 10:47
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

 
P Let us pray.

Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the preaching of Your 
cross. Forgive Your people their offenses that we, being 
governed by Your bountiful goodness, may enter at last into 
Your eternal paradise; for You live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

 

 

Sit

Old Testament Reading Malachi 3:13–18

13“Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you say, 
‘How have we spoken against you?’ 14You have said, ‘It is vain to serve 
God. What is the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in 
mourning before the LORD of hosts? 15And now we call the arrogant 
blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and they 
escape.’”
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16Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD 
paid attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written 
before him of those who feared the LORD and esteemed his name. 17“They
shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the day when I make up my 
treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his son who 
serves him. 18Then once more you shall see the distinction between the 
righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who 
does not serve him.”
 
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5

These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.*
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood  |

of the Lamb.
Blessèd are those whose strength is  | in you,*

in whose heart are the highways to  | Zion.

Epistle Colossians 1:13–20

13He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us 
to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.

15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For 
by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things
were created through him and for him. 17And he is before all things, and 
in him all things hold together. 18And he is the head of the body, the 
church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything he might be preeminent. 19For in him all the fullness of God 
was pleased to dwell, 20and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.
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A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse John 6:68

Holy Gospel Luke 23:27–43

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-third chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
 

27And there followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of 
women who were mourning and lamenting for him. 28But turning to them
Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for 
yourselves and for your children. 29For behold, the days are coming when 
they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore and 
the breasts that never nursed!’ 30Then they will begin to say to the 
mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31For if they do these 
things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”

32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death 
with him. 33And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, 
there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on 
his left. 34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 35And the people 
stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved 
others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 
36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 
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37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was 
also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”

39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you 
not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying,
“Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due 
reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42And he 
said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43And he 
said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

The Catechism
The Sacrament of the Altar

AS THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY SHOULD TEACH IT IN A SIMPLE WAY
TO HIS HOUSEHOLD

P Who receives this sacrament worthily? 
C Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward 

training. But that person is truly worthy and well prepared who 
has faith in these words: “Given and shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins.” But anyone who does not believe these 
words or doubts them is unworthy and unprepared, for the 
words “for you” require all hearts to believe. 
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516 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.
Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608
Text and tune: Public domain
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stand

Apostles’ Creed

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

P Let us pray for the whole church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 
people according to their needs: O Lord Jesus, we thank you for 
transferring us from the domain of darkness into Your kingdom, who
lives and reigns with the Father and the Spirit,

C Amen.
P Lord God, save our nation, bless our rulers with wisdom and faith, 

grant our world peace, and guide the course of this world to serve 
You and Your purposes, through Jesus Christ our Lord,

C Amen.
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P God our Protector, give to all Christians who are persecuted the faith
that allows them to remain faithful to You, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord,

C Amen.
P Lord our King, give us peace instead of violence, justice for all who 

suffer discrimination, and law and order in our streets, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord,

C Amen. 
P Lord of the Church, grow our congregation in faith and in number, 

that Your Word may reach many and bear abundant fruit, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord,

C Amen.
P Jesus our Teacher, bless Your people on the campus of UWW, that 

You would prosper their work, for You live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit,

C Amen.
P Lord, our ever-present help in trouble, bless all who need Your help 

in any way, especially…, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
C Amen.
P O God, the Giver and Creator of all things, we thank You for all the 

blessings You lavish upon us, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
C Amen.
P O Holy Spirit, give to all Your people true repentance and faith, that 

those who commune at Your table today receive forgiveness of sins, 
life and salvation, through Jesus Christ our Lord,

C Amen.
P Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord
C Amen.

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19
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+ Service of the Sacrament +

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]
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Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, 
took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake 
He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, 
thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy 
on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 
of His body and His blood on the cross.
 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us 
do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends 
of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.

C Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 
you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
 

16



In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the 
Lord’s death until He comes.

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
 
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body 

and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess 
Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the 
tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your 
kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

C Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

17



Pax Domini John 20:19

Agnus Dei John 1:29

Sit

Distribution
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761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–78
Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784–1872
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

Thank the Lord [Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10]
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Post-Communion Collect

A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 
in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26
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525 Crown Him with Many Crowns

Text (sts. 1–3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800–94, alt.; (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93
Text and tune: Public domain
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