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Welcome to Worship! Today’s readings are tailor-made for a Sunday that 
falls close to Valentine’s Day. They refer to love—but love of the super 
human variety! In today’s Old Testament reading, Joseph forgives the 
brothers who sold him into slavery. In the Gospel, Jesus tells us about the 
standard of love that is required in the Kingdom of God—a standard to 
which none of us can attain. Where do we get the power to love like that? It 
begins as we die and rise again with Christ in our Baptism! We are given the
power to “Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him…” [Introit]. We 
are emboldened to love others as recklessly as God has loved us, because 
we know there’s more to our existence than this life alone [Epistle]. And even
though that kind of love is tough, the Gospel reminds us there is great 
reward involved in loving. You too, will be known as a child of God. Love like
His will never be in vain!

Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in which He feeds us with His body 
and blood. The Lutheran Church recognizes the real presence of the body 
and blood of Christ in this Sacrament, and we ask all who attend the 
Sacrament to share this faith with us. Members of our sister congregations 
in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are welcome to commune. If you 
are a guest and want to receive the Sacrament, please speak with the 
pastor or an elder before the Service prior to communing. 
 
If you wish to receive the common cup instead of an individual glass, place 
your hand across your chest. At the center of the communion tray, there are 
glasses with a reduced amount of wine for those who don’t wish to have as 
much wine when they commune. Please indicate your attendance at 
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communion by signing the communion registration sheet on the desk by 
the outer door. 
 
We have gluten-free communion wafers for those who need them. 
Please speak to the pastor prior to the service if you wish to receive 
them.
 
Pastoral Greeting
 
Divine Service Setting Four
 

+ Confession and Absolution +

848 Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service
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Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84, alt.
Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110005894
Tune: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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Confession of Sins

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution [John 20:19–23]

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Stand

+ Service of the Word +

Introit Psalm 37:1–5; antiphon: vv. 7a, b

Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him;
fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way.

Fret not yourself because of evildoers;
be not envious of wrongdoers!

For they will soon fade like the grass
and wither like the green herb.

Trust in the LORD, and do good;
dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness.

Delight yourself in the LORD,
and he will give you the desires of your heart.

Commit your way to the LORD;
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trust in him, and he will act.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him;

fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way.

Kyrie Mark 10:47
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

 
P Let us pray.

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully 
grant that by Your power we may be defended against all adversity;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

 

 

Sit

Old Testament Reading Genesis 45:3–15
3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his 

brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence.
4So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came

near. And he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 
5And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold 
me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6For the famine has 
been in the land these two years, and there are yet five years in which there 
will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7And God sent me before you to 
preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many 
survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a 
father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of 
Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son 
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Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry.
10You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and 
your children and your children’s children, and your flocks, your herds, and 
all that you have. 11There I will provide for you, for there are yet five years of 
famine to come, so that you and your household, and all that you have, do 
not come to poverty.’ 12And now your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother 
Benjamin see, that it is my mouth that speaks to you. 13You must tell my 
father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all that you have seen. Hurry and 
bring my father down here.” 14Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck 
and wept, and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15And he kissed all his brothers
and wept upon them. After that his brothers talked with him.
 
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8

Praise the LORD, all nations!
Extol him, all peoples!

For great is his steadfast love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
bring an offering, and come into his courts!

Epistle 1 Corinthians 15:21–26, 30–42
21For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of 

the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 
23But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those 
who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom 
to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and 
power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 
26The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  . . .

30Why am I in danger every hour? 31I protest, brothers, by my pride in you, 
which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die every day! 32What do I gain if, 
humanly speaking, I fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not 
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raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” 33Do not be deceived: 
“Bad company ruins good morals.” 34Wake up from your drunken stupor, as 
is right, and do not go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. I 
say this to your shame.

35But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body
do they come?” 36You foolish person! What you sow does not come to life 
unless it dies. 37And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare 
kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38But God gives it a body 
as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. 39For not all flesh is
the same, but there is one kind for humans, another for animals, another for
birds, and another for fish. 40There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, 
but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is 
of another. 41There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, 
and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory.

42So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; 
what is raised is imperishable.
 
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse John 6:68

Holy Gospel Luke 6:27–38

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixth chapter.
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27[Jesus said:] “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to 

those who hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse 
you. 29To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from 
one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. 30Give to 
everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away your goods do 
not demand them back. 31And as you wish that others would do to you, do 
so to them.

32“If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even 
sinners love those who love them. 33And if you do good to those who do 
good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 
34And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is 
that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. 
35But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 
return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High,
for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36Be merciful, even as your 
Father is merciful.

37“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not 
be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given 
to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be
put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to 
you.”
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
 

Sit

Luther’s Small Catechism

Asking a Blessing

The children and members of the household shall go to the table reverently, 
fold their hands, and say:
The eyes of all look to You, [O Lord,] and You give them their food at 
the proper time. You open Your hand and satisfy the desires of every 
living thing. (Psalm 145:15–16)

Then shall be said the Lord’s Prayer and the following:
Lord God, heavenly Father, bless us and these Your gifts which we 
receive from Your bountiful goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.

820 My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker
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Text: Johann Gramann, 1487–1541; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.
Tune: Concentus novi, 1540, Augsburg
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Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Apostles’ Creed

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19
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Prayer

P Let us pray for the whole church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 
people according to their needs: Almighty and ever-present Lord, in 
thanks for the love You give us and the joy of sharing it with others, Lord
in Your mercy,

C Hear our prayer.
P Lord God, save our nation, bless our rulers with wisdom and faith, grant 

our world peace, and guide the course of this world to serve You and 
Your purposes, Lord in Your mercy,

C Hear our prayer.
P God our Protector, give to all Christians who are persecuted the faith 

that allows them to remain faithful to You, Lord in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
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P Lord our King, give us peace instead of violence, justice for all who 
suffer discrimination, and law and order in our streets, Lord, in Your 
mercy,

C Hear our prayer. 
P Lord of the Church, grow our congregation in faith and in number, that 

Your Word may reach many and bear abundant fruit, Lord in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P Jesus our Teacher, bless the learning, the faculty, and especially Your 

people on the campus of UWW, Lord in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
L Lord, our ever-present help in trouble, bless all who need Your help in 

any way, especially…, Lord in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P O God, the Giver and Creator of all things, we thank You for all the 

blessings You lavish upon us, Lord in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
P O Holy Spirit, give to all Your people true repentance and faith, that 

those who commune at Your table today receive 1forgiveness of sins, 
life and salvation, Lord in Your mercy,

C Hear our prayer.
P Father, into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord
C Amen.
 
 
 

+ Service of the Sacrament +

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]
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Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before 
the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in 
Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, 
You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh
to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the 
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body 
and His blood on the cross.
 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. 
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do 
in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the 
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in 
His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship,
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.”
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 
is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes.

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
 
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your 
holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your 
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and 
teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

C Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.
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Pax Domini John 20:19

Agnus Dei John 1:29

Sit

Distribution

Distribution Hymn
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620 Jesus Comes Today with Healing

5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor,
Whose own feast of love I savor,
    Bidden by His gracious call.
Wedding garments He provides me,
With a robe of white He hides me,
    Fits me for the royal hall.

6 Now have I found consolation,
Comfort in my tribulation,
    Balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev’ry terror,
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Cleanses me from sin and error,
    Makes my wounded spirit whole.

Text: Heinrich Puchta, 1808–58; tr. David W. Rogner, 1960
Tune: Johann Löhner, 1645–1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758
Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110005894
Tune: Public domain

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

The Dismissal

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 
you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.

C Amen.

Stand

Thank the Lord [Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10]
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Post-Communion Collect

A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26

Hymn to Depart

923 Almighty Father, Bless the Word
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Text (sts. 1–2): Church Poetry, 1823, Philadelphia, alt.; (st. 3): Thomas Ken, 
1637–1711
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain
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