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Welcome to Worship! All of today’s readings revolve around the theme of the day: Jesus is the 
Good Shepherd. The reading from Acts reminds us that salvation is found in no other shepherd 
but Jesus. In the Epistle, John says our Shepherd, Jesus, is greater than our hearts, and when our 
hearts condemn us, Jesus knows of our faith. In the Gospel, Jesus simply says, “I am the Good 
Shepherd.” The Introit is Psalm 23, “The LORD is my Shepherd.”

Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in which He feeds us with His body and blood. The 
Lutheran Church recognizes the real presence of the body and blood of Christ in this Sacrament, 
and we ask all who attend the Sacrament to share this faith with us. Members of our sister 
congregations in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are welcome to commune. If you are a 
guest and want to receive the Sacrament, please speak with the pastor or an elder before 
the Service prior to communing. If you wish to receive the common cup instead of an individual
glass, place your hand across your chest. At the center of the communion tray, there are glasses 
with a reduced amount of wine for those who don’t wish to have as much wine when they 
commune. Please indicate your attendance at communion by signing the communion registration
sheet on the desk by the outer door. We now have gluten-free communion wafers for those 
who need them. To signal pastor that you prefer the gluten-free wafer, please put up two 
fingers (like the peace sign) as the wafers are being distributed.

Divine Service Setting 1

Pastoral Greeting
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469 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today

5 Soar we now where Christ has led;
Foll’wing our exalted Head.
Made like Him, like Him we rise;
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies.

6 Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n!
Praise to Thee by both be giv’n!
Thee we greet triumphant now:
Hail, the resurrection, Thou!

Text and tune: Public domain

+ Confession and Absolution +

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
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P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 
to me, a sinner.

Kneel/Stand

Confession of Sins

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

Absolution [John 20:19–23]

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Stand

+ Service of the Word +

Introit Psalm 23; antiphon: John 10:14, 15b

I am the good shepherd.*
I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the sheep.

The LORD is my shepherd;*
I shall not want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures.*
He leads me beside still waters.

He restores my soul.*
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are 
with me;*
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your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;*

you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,*

and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
I am the good shepherd.*

I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the sheep.

Kyrie Mark 10:47
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
 
P Let us pray.

Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd
of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our 
Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He 
leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

 
C Amen.

Sit
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First Reading Acts 4:1–12

1As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the 
Sadducees came upon them, 2greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and 
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3And they arrested them and put them
in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 4But many of those who had heard 
the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand.

5On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6with
Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-
priestly family. 7And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or 
by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers
of the people and elders, 9if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to
a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you 
and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 
crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 
11This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the 
cornerstone. 12And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
 
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

Christ has risen from the dead.*
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor.

He has given him dominion over the works of his hands;*
he has put all things under his feet.

Epistle 1 John 3:16–24

16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brothers. 17But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, 
yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? 18Little children, let us 
not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.

19By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; 20for 
whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything. 
21Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; 22and 
whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what 
pleases him. 23And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus 
Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24Whoever keeps his 
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commandments abides in him, and he in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, 
by the Spirit whom he has given us.
 
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse

Alleluia

John 20:31

Holy Gospel John 10:11–18

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
 

11[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 12He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.
13He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14I am the good 
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know 
the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are not of 
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this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 
one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may 
take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 
authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received
from my Father.”
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

C I believe in one God,
     the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth
          and of all things visible and invisible.
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
     the only-begotten Son of God,
     begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     very God of very God,
     begotten, not made,
     being of one substance with the Father,
     by whom all things were made;
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
     and was made man;
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
     He suffered and was buried.
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
          and ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of the Father.
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
     whose kingdom will have no end.
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the Lord and giver of life,
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
     who spoke by the prophets.
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead
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     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sit

THE CATECHISM
The Sacrament of the Altar

AS THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY SHOULD TEACH IT IN A SIMPLE WAY TO HIS HOUSEHOLD
:P Who receives this sacrament worthily? 
:C Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But that person is 

truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: “Given and shed for you 
for the forgiveness of sins.” But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts 
them is unworthy and unprepared, for the words “for you” require all hearts to believe. 

709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
    Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
    From Thy pure chalice floweth!

6 And so through all the length of days
    Thy goodness faileth never;
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Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise
    Within Thy house forever!

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Prayer of the Church

Prayer of the Church                                                                            [1 Timothy 2:1-4]

P Let us pray for the whole church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their
needs: In thanks to You, Lord Jesus, for caring for us as a shepherd cares for his sheep, Lord 
in Your mercy,

C Hear our prayer.

P For our nation and its citizens and our leaders, Lord in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.

P For our spiritual leaders and all church workers, Lord in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.

P For the growth of our congregations, that we might multiply our strengths, Lord in Your 
mercy,

C Hear our prayer.

P For all who need Your help in any way, especially…, Lord in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.

P In thanks to You for all the blessings You lavish upon us, Lord in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.

P For true repentance and faith for all who commune at Your table today, Lord in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.

P Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord

C Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as 
a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3).
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Sit

Offering

+ Service of the Sacrament +

Stand

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
 
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all 
who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life.
 
For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has redeemed us 
from bondage to sin and death, and by His resurrection, He has delivered us into new 
life in Him.
 
Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body given into 
death and drinking His life’s blood poured out for our salvation until we pass through 
death to the promised land of life eternal.
 
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer

C Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Agnus Dei John 1:29

Sit
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Distribution

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

The Dismissal

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 
soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.

C Amen.

740 I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32

Post-Communion Collect

A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.

C Amen.
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Benedicamus Psalm 103:1

A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Benediction

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.

710 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want

Text and tune: Public domain
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