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Welcome to Worship! Today’s readings focus on fellowship—what we have in common with each
other because of Jesus. In the reading from Acts, the early Christians “had everything in common.”
In the Epistle, John says when a person believes in Jesus, “you too may have fellowship with us; 
and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.” In the Gospel, Jesus 
sends His disciples to build a fellowship connected to Him: “If you forgive the sins of anyone, they 
are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”

Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in which He feeds us with His body and blood. The 
Lutheran Church recognizes the real presence of the body and blood of Christ in this Sacrament, 
and we ask all who attend the Sacrament to share this faith with us. Members of our sister 
congregations in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are welcome to commune. If you are a 
guest and want to receive the Sacrament, please speak with the pastor or an elder before 
the Service prior to communing. Please indicate your attendance at communion by signing the 
communion registration sheet on the desk by the outer door. At the center of the communion 
tray, there are glasses with a reduced amount of wine for those who don’t wish to have as much 
wine when they commune. Please speak to the pastor before the service if you wish to 
receive a gluten-free communion wafer.

Divine Service Setting 4

Pastoral Greeting
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482 This Joyful Eastertide

Text and tune: Public domain

+ Confession and Absolution +

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 
to me, a sinner.

Kneel/Stand

Confession of Sins

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

Absolution [John 20:19–23]

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Stand

+ Service of the Word +

Introit Psalm 105:1–5, 8; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2–3

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to 
salvation—*

if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
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Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;*
make known his deeds among the peoples

Sing to him, sing praises to him;*
tell of all his wondrous works!

Glory in his holy name;*
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!

Seek the LORD and his strength;*
seek his presence continually!

Remember the wondrous works that he has done,*
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered.

He remembers his covenant forever,*
the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to 
salvation—*

if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

Kyrie Mark 10:47
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
 
P Let us pray.

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by 
Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

 
C Amen.

Sit
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First Reading Acts 4:32–35

32The full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that
any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. 
33And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among 
them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds 
of what was sold 35and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had 
need.
 
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

Christ has risen from the dead.*
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor.

He has given him dominion over the works of his hands;*
he has put all things under his feet.

Epistle 1 John 1:1—2:2

1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life
— 2the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you 
the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3that which we 
have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; 
and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4And we are 
writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and 
in him is no darkness at all. 6If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in 
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from 
all sin. 8If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 10If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in 
us.

1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2He is the 
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.
 
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Stand

Alleluia and Verse

Alleluia

Verse John 20:31

Alleluia

Holy Gospel John 20:19–31

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
 

19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the 
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 
the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of 
anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”
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24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 
25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I 
see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and 
place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”

26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, 
and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord 
and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written 
in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

C I believe in one God,
     the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth
          and of all things visible and invisible.
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
     the only-begotten Son of God,
     begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     very God of very God,
     begotten, not made,
     being of one substance with the Father,
     by whom all things were made;
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
     and was made man;
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
     He suffered and was buried.
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
          and ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of the Father.
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
     whose kingdom will have no end.
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the Lord and giver of life,
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
     who spoke by the prophets.
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sit

THE CATECHISM
The Sacrament of the Altar

AS THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY SHOULD TEACH IT IN A SIMPLE WAY TO HIS HOUSEHOLD

:P What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 
:C These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” show us that in the 

Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us through these words. For 
where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 

Children's Sermon
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470 O Sons and Daughters of the King

5 When Thomas first the tidings heard
That they had seen the risen Lord,
He doubted the disciples’ word.
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

6 “My piercèd side, O Thomas, see,
And look upon My hands, My feet;
Not faithless but believing be.”
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

7 No longer Thomas then denied;
He saw the feet, the hands, the side;
“You are my Lord and God!” he cried.
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

8 How blest are they who have not seen
And yet whose faith has constant been,
For they eternal life shall win.
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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9 On this most holy day of days
Be laud and jubilee and praise:
To God your hearts and voices raise.
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Prayer of the Church

Prayer of the Church                                                                               [1 Timothy 2:1-4]

P Let us pray for the whole church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their
needs…In thankfulness to You, Lord, for putting us in tune with You and with one another, 
Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.
P For Easter hope and courage for all our brothers and sisters around the world who are 

being persecuted and killed for believing in You, Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P For Your guidance on our country and its people, on our state and local governments, on 

all the nations of the world, and on all who defend and protect us, Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

P For our congregation, Living Savior, that You, Lord, would use us to bring still others in our 
community into fellowship with You, Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.
P For Your students and faculty at UWW, that they might live an Easter faith on campus, Lord,

in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

P For Your care on all those who are suffering or in need or who need Your help in any way, 
especially…, Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.
P For true repentance and faith as we receive Your body and blood for forgiveness of sins, 

life, and salvation, Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

P In thanks to You for all the blessings You lavish upon us, Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your 

Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
C Amen.
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Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as 
a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3).

Sit

Offering

+ Service of the Sacrament +

Stand

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
 
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all 
who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life.
 
For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has redeemed us 
from bondage to sin and death, and by His resurrection, He has delivered us into new 
life in Him.
 
Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body given into 
death and drinking His life’s blood poured out for our salvation until we pass through 
death to the promised land of life eternal.
 
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer

C Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
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     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Agnus Dei John 1:29

14



Sit

Distribution

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

The Dismissal

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 
soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.

C Amen.
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Distribution Hymn

487 Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain

Stand
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32

Post-Communion Collect

A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.

C Amen.
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Benedicamus Psalm 103:1

A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Benediction

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.

461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives

5 He lives to silence all my fears;
He lives to wipe away my tears;
He lives to calm my troubled heart;
He lives all blessings to impart.

6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend;
He lives and loves me to the end;
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing;
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.
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7 He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and I shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives to bring me safely there.

8 He lives, all glory to His name!
He lives, my Jesus, still the same;
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:
I know that my Redeemer lives!

Tune and text: Public domain
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