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The Baptism of Our Lord
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Welcome to Worship! Today we celebrate the Baptism of our Lord, and the readings
all carry the images of water and the Spirit. In the Genesis reading, the Spirit of God
hovers over the face of the waters. The Gospel is the account of Jesus' baptism where
the Spirit descends on Him like a dove. In today’s Epistle, Paul speaks of baptism as the
power for Christians to walk in Spirit-filled newness of life.

The hymns reflect the same image as well. In the Hymn of the Day, “To Jordan'’s River
Came Our Lord,” we sing, “The Holy Spirit, heavenly dove, descended on Him from
above.” In the Sending Hymn, we sing of the blessings that come from the Holy Spirit
being present with the water and the Word. In the Hymn of Invocation, we sing about
the completion of our Baptism with water and the Spirit: “Until the day that you
possess, the glorious crown of righteousness.”

Remove the Holy Spirit from the water of Baptism and reduce Baptism to a believer’s
commitment to God, and suddenly, uncertainty arises: Was I sincere enough when I was
baptized? Did God accept my pledge of faith when I was baptized? Did I even realize
what I was getting into, or Who I was getting involved with when I was baptized? The
answers to all of those questions are debatable, and ultimately, unknown. But when the
Spirit of God is in, with, and under the waters of Baptism, I can safely say, “Even though
I may have no recollection of my personal involvement in Baptism, I know that the Holy
Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, was there with the water, giving me faith and whatever
else might be necessary to be baptized.” That being the case, I need have no doubts
about whether what God has done in Baptism has “worked” in my life. That's God's
concern. My regard is to rest in the faith that whatever God does is always dependable
and certain!



Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in which He feeds us with His body and blood.
The Lutheran Church recognizes the real presence of the body and blood of Christ in
this Sacrament, and we ask all who attend the Sacrament to share this faith with us.
Members of our sister congregations in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are
welcome to commune. If you are a guest and want to receive the Sacrament, please
speak with the pastor or an elder before the Service prior to communing. Please
indicate your attendance at communion by signing the communion registration sheet
on the desk by the outer door. At the center of the communion tray, there are glasses
with a reduced amount of wine for those who don't wish to have as much wine when
they commune. Please speak to the pastor before the service if you wish to receive
a gluten-free communion wafer.

Divine Service Setting 4

Pastoral Greeting



596 All Christians Who Have Been Baptized
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1 All Chris-tians who have been bap -tized, Who know the God of
2 You were be - fore your day of birth, In - deed, from your con-
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Christ once giv - en: Con - sid - er now what God has done, The
out ex - cep - tion. For like your par - ents’ flesh and blood, Turned

gain what-ev - er Old Ad-am and his sin de-stroyed And
for us suf - fered. For here the flood of His own blood Now
f) . .

75 E - R i | i

G —— . = =
gifts He gives to ev - ry - one Bap-tized in - to ChristJe - sus!
in - ward from the high-est good, You con-stant-ly de - nied Him.
all our sin - ful selves em-ployed Ac - cord-ing to our na - ture.
makes us ho - ly, right, and good Be - fore ourheav’n-ly Fa - ther

5 O Christian, firmly hold this gift

And give God thanks forever!

It gives the power to uplift
In all that you endeavor.

When nothing else revives your soul,

Your Baptism stands and makes you whole
And then in death completes you.

So use it well! You are made new—
In Christ a new creation!

As faithful Christians, live and do
Within your own vocation,

Until that day when you possess




Stand

His glorious robe of righteousness
Bestowed on you forever!

Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005894

Tune: Public domain

+ Confession and Absolution +

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Kneel/Stand

Stand

o)

o

o]

C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful
to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

+ Service of the Word +



Introit

Kyrie

Behold my servant, whom I uphold,*
my chosen, in whom my soul delights.
I will tell of the decree:*

Psalm 2:7-11, 12¢; antiphon: Isaiah 42:1a

The LoRD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.

Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,*

and the ends of the earth your possession.
You shall break them with a rod of iron*

and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”
Now therefore, O kings, be wise;*

be warned, O rulers of the earth.
Serve the LORD with fear,*

and rejoice with trembling,
for his wrath is quickly kindled.*

Blesséd are all who take refuge in him.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Behold my servant, whom I uphold,*

my chosen, in whom my soul delights.

Mark 10:47
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cyj;

Lord, have mer - cy.



Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev -er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart -felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo - ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.
Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him
Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are
baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors with
Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Sit



Old Testament Reading Genesis 1:1-5

'In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. “The earth was without form
and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering
over the face of the waters.

*And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. “And God saw that the light was
good. And God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

A  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 117:1-2a; 96:8

Praise the LORD, all nations!*

Extol him, all peoples!
For great is his steadfast love toward us,*

and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;*

bring an offering, and come into his courts!

Epistle Romans 6:1-11

Stand

"What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? °By no
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have
been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? “We were buried therefore
with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

°For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with
him in a resurrection like his. °"We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that
the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to
sin. 'For one who has died has been set free from sin. *Now if we have died with Christ, we
believe that we will also live with him. *We know that Christ being raised from the dead will
never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. °For the death he died he died to
sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. "'So you also must consider yourselves
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

A  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel Mark 1:4-11

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

*John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. >And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to
him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. °Now John
was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and
wild honey. ’And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap
of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. ®I have baptized you with
water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

’In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. "?’And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening
and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. "'And a voice came from heaven, “You are my
beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.



Nicene Creed

C

I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

THE CATECHISM
The Lord’s Prayer

AS THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY SHOULD TEACH IT IN A SIMPLE WAY TO HIS HOUSEHOLD

P: The Third Petition of the Lord’s Prayer Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. What does
this mean?

C: The good and gracious will of God is done even without our prayer, but we pray in this
petition that it may be done among us also.
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How is God'’s will done?

God'’s will is done when He breaks and hinders every evil plan and purpose of the devil,
the world, and our sinful nature, which do not want us to hallow God’s name or let His
kingdom come; and when He strengthens and keeps us firm in His Word and faith until
we die. This is His good and gracious will.

0

Sit

405 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord
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1 To Jor - dan’s r1iv - er came our Lord, The Christ, whom
2 The Sav - ior came to be bap -tized— The  Son of
3 As Je - sus in  the Jor - dan stood And John bap -
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Light from Lightt The Lord of glo - ry, pow’r, and might.
Fa - ther’'s will And all His righ-teous-ness ful - fill.
heav’'n - ly dove, De - scend-ed on Him from a - bove.
His de - cree, “The one I love, who pleas - es Me.”

5 The Father's word, the Spirit’s flight
Anointed Christ in glorious sight
As God'’s own choice, from Adam’s fall
To save the world and free us all.

6 Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute;
This man is Christ, our substitute!
He was baptized in Jordan’s stream,
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.

Tune: Public domain

Text: © 1993 James P Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. . 110005894



Sermon

Stand

Prayer of the Church [1 Tim. 2:1-4]

P Let us pray for the whole church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their
needs: In thanks to You, O Lord, that You tore open the heavens and in the person of Your
Son, Jesus, You removed our separation from You and rescued us, Lord, in Your mercy,

C Hear our prayer.

P For Your guidance upon the governments of the world; for our national, state, and city
leaders; for those who suffer from the effects of the COVID virus; for protection for those
who serve to protect us, Lord, in Your mercy,

C Hear our prayer.

P For all Christians who are persecuted, that they would remain faithful to You, Lord, in Your
mercy,

C Hear our prayer.

P In praise and thanks to You, Lord, for the countless blessings You freely give us, Lord, in
Your mercy,

C Hear our prayer.

P For the growth of Living Savior that our numbers and faith would increase, Lord, in Your
mercy,

C Hear our prayer.

P For our families, for all who are single, for all who still await the gift of children, and for
those separated from their loved ones, Lord, in Your mercy,

C Hear our prayer.

P For all who need Your help in any way especially, ..., Lord, in Your mercy,

C Hear our prayer.

P For true repentance and faith for all who partake of the Feast of Life at Your table today,
Lord, in Your mercy,

C Hear our prayer.

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as
a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).

Sit

Offering



+ Service of the Sacrament +

Stand
Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itisright to give Him thanks and praise.

P Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ,
into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all
who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Heav'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru -ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life.

As the glory of Your presence once filled Your ancient temple, so in the incarnation of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, You manifested the fullness of Your glory in human flesh.

We give You thanks that in His most Holy Supper You reveal Your glory to us. Grant us
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood so that we may one day behold Your
glory face to face.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer

C  Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me"”



In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink

it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

John 1:29

C Amen.
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Distribution

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those

who come to receive, saying:

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your

sins.



Amen.

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the
forgiveness of your sins.
Amen.

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.

602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives
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1 The gifts Christ free - ly gives He gives to you and me
2 The gifts flow from the font Where He calls us His own;
3 The gifts of grace and peace From ab - so - lu-tion flow;
4 The gifts are there each day The ho -1ly Word is read,;
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To be His Church, His bride, His cho-sen, saved and free!
New life He gives that makes Us His and His a - lone.
The pas-tor’s words are Christ’s For us to trust and  know.

God’s chil-dren lis - ten, hear, Re - ceive, and they are fed.
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Saints blest with these rich gifts Are  chil -dren who pro - claim
Here He for-gives our sins With wa - ter and His Word;
For - give-ness that we need Is grant-ed to us there;

Christ fills them with Him - self, Blest words that give them life,
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That they were won by Christ And cling to His strong  name.
The tri - une God Him-self Gives pow’r to call Him Lord.
The Lord of mer -cy sends Us forth in His blest care.
Re - stor - ing and re-fresh - ing Them for this world’s strife.




Stand

The gifts are in the feast,
Gifts far more than we see;

Beneath the bread and wine
Is food from Calvary.

The body and the blood
Remove our ev'ry sin;

We leave His presence in
His peace, renewed again.

All glory to the One
Who lavishes such love;
The triune God in love
Assures our life above.
His means of grace for us
Are gifts He loves to give;
All thanks and praise for His
Great love by which we live!

Tune: Public domain

Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005894



Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29-32
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Post-Communion Collect

A Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and forever.
Amen.



Benedicamus Psalm 1031
A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
598 Once in the Blest Baptismal Waters
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Tune: Public domain

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House.

. Used by permission:

O God, for Je sus’ sake I pray

Your peace may bless my dy-ing day.
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