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Welcome to Worship! Today's readings come close to summarizing the plot of the
entire Bible. They focus on God's plan to rescue His fallen creatures in the person of
Jesus, the eternal Messiah-King. In the Old Testament reading, God says to King David:
“Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before Me. Your throne shall
be established forever.” In the Gospel, the angel repeats the same promise: “The Lord
God will give to [Jesus] the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” In today’s epistle, Paul refers
to God's plan to save the world through Jesus as, “The revelation of the mystery that
was kept secret for long ages, but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic
writings has been made known to all nations.”

Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in which He feeds us with His body and blood.
The Lutheran Church recognizes the real presence of the body and blood of Christ in
this Sacrament, and we ask all who attend the Sacrament to share this faith with us.
Members of our sister congregations in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are
welcome to commune. If you are a guest and want to receive the Sacrament, please
speak with the pastor or an elder before the Service prior to communing. Please
indicate your attendance at communion by signing the communion registration sheet
on the desk by the outer door. At the center of the communion tray, there are glasses
with a reduced amount of wine for those who don’t wish to have as much wine when
they commune. Please speak to the pastor before the service if you wish to receive
a gluten-free communion wafer.
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Pastoral Greeting

+ Confession and Absolution +

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Stand

(P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.
In Your Son, Emmanuel

(P} You have shown us Your light

and saved us from the power of sin.

(P) Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath.
Increase our longing for Your presence,

(P] that at the celebration of Your Son’s birth

His Spirit might dwell anew in our midst,

(P) For He is our light and our salvation

Blessed be God forever.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

()

()

Kneel/Stand

In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and for self-examination.

()

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.



Stand

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *- Son and of

the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Kyrie Mark 10:47
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

P] Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins
which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

"Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from all his
surrounding enemies, “the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, | dwell in a house of
cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” *And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is
in your heart, for the LORD is with you.”

“But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, >"Go and tell my servant
David, ‘'Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? ®l have not lived in a
house since the day | brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but | have
been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. “In all places where | have moved with all the
people of Israel, did | speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom | commanded to
shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’ ®Now,
therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, | took you
from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people
Israel. °And | have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from
before you. And | will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the
earth. '°And | will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may
dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no

more, as formerly, "'from the time that | appointed judges over my people Israel. And | will
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give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will
make you a house. . ..
'®And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne

shall be established forever."”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt.

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.*
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.
Behold, your king is coming to you;*
righteous and having salvation.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.*
From the house of the Lord we bless you.

Epistle Romans 16:25-27

>>Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long
ages “®but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made
known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the
obedience of faith— ?"to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ!

Amen.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia and Verse John 6:68
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Holy Gospel Luke 1:26-38

P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
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Glo - ry to Youu O Lord.

2®In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, 2’to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one,
the Lord is with you!” 2°But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what
sort of greeting this might be. 3*°And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favor with God. 3'And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you shall call his name Jesus. **He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most
High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, **and he will reign
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

3*And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since | am a virgin?”

*>And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son
of God. **And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and
this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. *’For nothing will be impossible with
God.” And Mary said, “Behold, | am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to
your word.” And the angel departed from her.

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
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THE CATECHISM
The Lord’s Prayer
AS THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY SHOULD TEACH IT IN A SIMPLE WAY TO HIS HOUSEHOLD
[P): The First Petition of the Lord’s Prayer Hallowed be Thy name. What does this mean?
[8: God's name is certainly holy in itself, but we pray in this petition that it may be kept holy
among us also.

[P): How is God's name kept holy?
[¥: God's name is kept holy when the Word of God is taught in its truth and purity, and we,
as the children of God, also lead holy lives according to it. Help us to do this, dear Father



in heaven! But anyone who teaches or lives contrary to God’s Word profanes the name
of God among us. Protect us from this, heavenly Father!

Sit
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5 O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav'nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;



Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

(P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



=

F @

F @

F @F @

F @

F @

R~ @

® &

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon as we wait for the coming of our Savior, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, for the persecuted,
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For justice in this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us
all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For those who labor, those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for
all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, for healing and a cure for the
COVID virus, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.
Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as
a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24, Eph. 4:1-3).

Sit

Offering

Stand
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Offertory

Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19
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+ Service of the Sacrament +
Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]
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And al - so with you.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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[P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah,
the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to
repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes
again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

f)
b

] - /
7 ~ 4

Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:

o) \ L L
\ ) u
%‘v - ® - = = in
Heav-en and earth are  full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
/) -~ ~ ~
'S‘v - - : ; ‘ [ a—— — - l

san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who

13



A\
3\

A\ 1

o — ®
; - |

Vi . O

. ®

Mo

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P)

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we
pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of
the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

(P)

P

()

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My 1 body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I~
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your
blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension
into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your
kingdom and teach us to pray:

14



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini John 20:19
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Sit
Distribution

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those
who come to receive, saying:

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your
sins.
Amen.

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the
forgiveness of your sins.
Amen.

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:
P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and

soul to life everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.
Amen.
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383 A Great and Mighty Wonder
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Distribution Hymn
Thank the Lord [Psalm 105:1-3, 42-43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8-10]
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-'ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and forever.
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Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
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[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and "I+ give you peace.
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387 Joy to the World
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Text and tune: Public domain
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