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The Last Sunday of the Church Year 

11-22-2020 

 

Welcome to Worship! Today’s readings remind us that life in this world is temporary. This world 

will conclude with death [Epistle] and judgment [Gospel]. In view of that, we are encouraged to 

look forward to the next world [Introit], and not attach ourselves to “the cares of this world.” 

While we are waiting for the next world, we pray in the collect, “Enable us to wait for the day of 

His return with our eyes fixed on the kingdom prepared for Your own.” 

 

Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in which He feeds us with His body and blood. The 

Lutheran Church recognizes the real presence of the body and blood of Christ in this Sacrament, 

and we ask all who attend the Sacrament to share this faith with us. Members of our sister 

congregations in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are welcome to commune. If you are a 

guest and want to receive the Sacrament, please speak with the pastor or an elder before 

the Service prior to communing. Please indicate your attendance at communion by signing the 

communion registration sheet on the desk by the outer door. At the center of the communion 

tray, there are glasses with a reduced amount of wine for those who don’t wish to have as much 

wine when they commune. Please speak to the pastor before the service if you wish to 

receive a gluten-free communion wafer. 

 

Divine Service Setting 4 

Pastoral Greeting 
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965 God Bless Our Native Land 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

+ Confession and Absolution + 

 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us 

first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 

sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 

condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 

to me, a sinner. 

 

Kneel/Stand 
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C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 

life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Stand 

 

+ Service of the Word + 

 

Introit Psalm 39:4–5a, 7–8, 12; antiphon: 2 Peter 3:13 NIV 

In keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth,* 

 the home of righteousness. 

O LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure of my days;* 

 let me know how fleeting I am! 

Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths,* 

 and my lifetime is as nothing before you. 

And now, O Lord, for what do I wait?* 

 My hope is in you. 

Deliver me from all my transgressions.* 

 Do not make me the scorn of the fool! 

Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear to my cry; hold not your peace at my tears!* 

 For I am a sojourner with you, a guest, like all my fathers. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

In keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth,* 

 the home of righteousness. 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Eternal God, merciful Father, You have appointed Your Son as judge of the living 

and the dead. Enable us to wait for the day of His return with our eyes fixed on 

the kingdom prepared for Your own from the foundation of the world; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
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Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24 

 11“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek 

them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been 

scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they 

have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13And I will bring them out from 

the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. 

And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited 

places of the country. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of 

Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on 

rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my 

sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, 

and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the 

weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice. . . . 

 20“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge between the 

fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all 

the weak with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad, 22I will rescue my flock; they 

shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep and sheep. 23And I will set up 

over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and 

be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince 

among them. I am the LORD; I have spoken.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5 

These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.* 

 They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

Blessèd are those whose strength is in you,* 

 in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 

 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 15:20–28 

 20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 

asleep. 21For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But each in his own order: 

Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, 

when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every 

authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 
26The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  27For “God has put all things in subjection under 
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his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted 

who put all things in subjection under him. 28When all things are subjected to him, then the 

Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that 

God may be all in all. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 25:31–46 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 31[Jesus said:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then 

he will sit on his glorious throne. 32Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will 

separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 
33And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34Then the King will say 

to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
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prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you gave me 

food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was 

naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to 

me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and 

feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38And when did we see you a stranger and 

welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39And when did we see you sick or in prison and 

visit you?’ 40And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the 

least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 

 41“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire 

prepared for the devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was 

thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked 

and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also 

will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or 

sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I 

say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And 

these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
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     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE CATECHISM 

The Apostles’ Creed 

AS THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY SHOULD TEACH IT IN A SIMPLE WAY TO HIS HOUSEHOLD 

P: The First Article [CREATION] I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

What does this mean? 

C: I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and 

soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care 

of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife 

and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all 

that I need to support this body and life. He defends me against all danger and 

guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine 

goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty 

to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. This is most certainly true. 

 

Sit 
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525 Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 
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Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For unashamed hope as we wait for a new heavens and new earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For our nation, for the peace of the whole world, and for all rulers and governments, let us pray  

    to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For faithfulness for all Christians being persecuted, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For healing and for a cure for the COVID virus, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For peace instead of violence, for justice for all who suffer discrimination in our country, let us    

    pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For the growth of this congregation, both in faith and in number, that Your Word may reach  

    many and bear abundant fruit, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For all those in any danger, trouble, sickness or need, especially…, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For Your blessing on the learning, the faculty, and especially Your people on the campus of  

    UWW, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For thankful hearts in response to all the blessings You lavish upon us let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For true repentance and faith for all who commune at Your table today, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P Into Your hands, Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through    

    Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,  

    now and forever.  
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C Amen. 

 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as 

a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

 

Sit 

 

Offering 

 

+ Service of the Sacrament + 

 

Stand 

 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 

blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 

Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 

into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 

eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all 

who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 

and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 

have eternal life. 

  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the 

forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. 

Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 

  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 

Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross 

and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body 

and blood. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 
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          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

Distribution 

 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those 

who come to receive, saying: 

 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your 

sins. 

Amen. 

  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 

forgiveness of your sins. 

Amen. 

 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
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537 Beautiful Savior 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 

same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

837 Lift High the Cross sts. ref–6 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 

 

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 
Tune and text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005894 


