
Message from Pastor Jay… 
Gray 

I pretty much loved every season when we lived in New England, except one. 
 

Spring was fabulous, with the weather warming, days lengthening, leaves returning to 

the trees and flowers popping up all around.  If you’ve lived in a place that’s not like 

California, where winters are like being in a tomb, then you know that in places like 
that, spring literally bursts forth with life. 
 

I enjoyed the summers, even when the heat and humidity would become almost 
unbearable.  The intensity would be broken by a spectacular thunderstorm, washing the 

land and refreshing the air until the cycle would start again. 
 

Falls were an explosion of color as the changing of the leaves and shortening daylight 

hours signaled the approach of winter. 
 

And I loved winter as the landscape was regularly draped in white and the freshly fallen 

snow would give way with a crunch under your feet. 
 

So what was the season? 
 

Gray season.  It’s a time in the area where we lived from about the end of February to 
the middle or so of April.  It often, appropriately enough, corresponded with the season 

of Lent.  It’s a season of in between: Not the dead winter, but not yet life of spring.  If 
there’s a meteorological limbo, this was the season. 
 

Not cold enough to snow, not warm enough to be outside.  A lot of kind of drizzly, but 
not really rainy.  The leftover snow and ice from past storms is now mixed with the salt 

and sand they put on the roads gave a gray-brown tint to the slush edging the 
sidewalks and roadways. Gray, gray and more gray. 
 

The sun is a theoretical construct during this season, never actually making an 
appearance, yet lightening the gray during the daylight hours and returning it to the 

darkest gray at night. 
 

Every year it came.  The gray.  I’ve found that moving to Elk Grove, in my life, it still 

comes.  It’s just a different shade of gray. 
 

And I think back on the thought that got me through gray season then and still does 

today: Spring is coming. 
 

As we enter this season of Lent, of the 40 days when we review the gray season for our 

Savior—of His rejection, suffering and death where the cross looms so tall—it makes the 

hope and the promise that much more powerful: Easter is coming. 
 

So, a word of encouragement for those gray seasons in our lives: hang in there, keep 

going,-- in Jesus, Spring is on the way. 

 

Pastor Jay 

Dates to Remember…. 

 

 “Souper” Bowl                                  

Sunday, 2/4 

 Vow Renewal Sunday, 

2/11 

 LWML Luncheon, 2/11 

 Ash Wednesday,  2/14 

 President’s Day, LoV 

office closed, 2/19 

 

 

February 2018 

Grow-Matthew 6:33 

Connect-1 Corinthians12:27 

Go- Matthew 28:19-20 
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LWML Valentine’s Luncheon 
 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) would like   

to invite you to a Luncheon and Gathering for all ladies at 
Light of the Valley Church. 

 

Sunday, February 11, 2018 after second service, we will  

be hosting lunch, fellowship, games and prizes. 

 

So put on your “red dress” or shirt, socks, etc… 

Have a “heart” and join us!! 

 

Please RSVP to Pam Hogge (916)275-4055 or Jeanne Bingaman (916)479-2064  

 

February 11th will be Mite Box Sunday this 

month.  All proceeds from February mites will go to 

LWML mission projects. 

Vow Renewal Sunday is on February 11th.  If you are cel-
ebrating a wedding anniversary in 2018 in an increment 
of fives (5, 10, 15, 20, etc… or any increment over 50 
years) and you would like to renew your vows, please let 
the office know by Sunday, 2/4. Pastor will officiate the 
renewals at both services.   
 

If you would like to have your wedding photo displayed 
(or another photo) on the 11th, please bring a framed 

picture by 2/4 as well.  Your picture will be returned to you.  If you have any questions, 
please contact the church office or Becca Hoffman.  

        Vow Renewal Sunday... 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjb1Yvniu3RAhViilQKHcZGDXAQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fatties.net%2Ftag%2Fvalentines-day%2F&bvm=bv.145822982,d.cGw&psig=AFQjCNFVx3XW5e1mEg_UjfNGngIvAD4lOg&ust=148597618


Page 3 

February  

Birthday’s 

 

3 Vincent Hill  

5 Marilyn Hunter 

 Marilyn Mazzaferro 

 Pamela Sousa 

8 Chris Burton 

 Odin Leach 

 Troy Taylor 

13 Geneva King 

14 Jenifer Pennington 

17 Jill Batiansila 

20 Vera Taschner 

24 John Huegel 

28 Cody Hoffman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February  

Anniversaries 

 

12 Sean & MaryAnn    

Taylor  

15 Roger & Linda Dunn 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjrjLmY6P_JAhUP8WMKHT8zDPkQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshiphousemedia.com%2Fmotion-backgrounds%2F15716%2Fhappy-anniversary&bvm=bv.110151844,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNERFn
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJrPHL6P_JAhUNwGMKHdV5DhIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.freelargeimages.com%2Fhappy-birthday-1280%2F&bvm=bv.110151844,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNHRYmN4v87kKf3lmWW7FO_LdeNElQ&u
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 LoV U...Course Schedule  Updates 

  Date  Day  Time   Fee 

February 

“I Still Do”   2/9-2/10   Fri   6:30-8:30 pm  $50 per 

Marriage Event    Sat   9 am-4 pm  couple 

Best Practice Leadership* 2/21-2/265 Wed-Sun  All day   $0 

(*in Arizona) 

March 

No classes currently scheduled  

April 

Faith Basics (6 week session) 4/4-5/9  Wed   6:30-8:30 pm  TBD 

New Member Class  4/8 ***  Sun   12-3 pm  $0 

Bible Basics  4/21  Sat   9-12 pm  $0 

 

***date change from 2018 LoV U Catalog 

Faith Basics:  Getting to know Jesus  

Opportunity to learn or brush-up on the basics of the Christian 

faith and learn more about the Lutheran perspective on the major 

teachings of the Bible.  Specifically we will cover the 10 

Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer and the Apostles Creed. 

Bible and Prayer Basics Workshop 

How to read, understand and apply the Bible to your life.  

Grow comfortable in learning prayer and how to pray simply 

and  effectively. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjOlc-ZgrHSAhWrqVQKHbQzArkQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gospelherald.com%2Farticles%2F67265%2F20161014%2Fscientists-discovered-surprising-benefits-of-praying.htm&bvm
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*************************************************************************** 

New Member Class  
 

Three hour membership class 
that covers- 

 Our purpose and vision for 

ministry in this community 

 Our core values 

 The structure of our church 

 Why join Light of the Valley 

(or any church for that matter) 

 LoV membership require-

ments 

 Membership expectations & 

opportunities  

LoV U 
2018 

Course 
Catalog 

now 
available 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1   2 3 

4  “Souper” 
Bowl Sunday  

5 

 

6 Quilters & 
Crocheting  1-

3pm 

Choir 7 pm 

FPU 6:30-8:30 pm 

7  

 

 

 

8   9  I Still Do 
6:30-8:30pm 

 

 

10  Men’s Bible 
Study & Break-

fast 8-10am  

I Still Do 

9am-12 pm 

11  

Vow Renewal 

LWML Lunch 

12  13 Quilters & 

Crocheting 1-
3pm 

Choir 7 pm 

FPU 6:30-8:30pm 

14 PrimeTimers 
12-2pm;    

Confirm’n class 

6:30-8pm    
Ash Wednes-

day Svc 7 pm 

15  16 17  

18  

Lent 

19            
President’s Day 

LoV office 

closed           

20  Quilters & 

Crocheting  1-
3pm 

Choir 7 pm 

FPU  6:30-8:30pm 

21             
Best Practices 

Ministry Con-

ference start 

22  23  24 Men’s Bible 
Study & Break-

fast 8-10am 

25  

Best Practices 

Ministry Con-
ference end 

26 

 

           

27 Quilters &  

Crocheting  1-    
3 pm  

Choir 7 pm 

FPU  6:30-8:30pm 

28    

February 2018 

What we are about: 

Walking with one another reflecting the light of Jesus. 

 

What it looks like: 

A relationship with God that is personal and daily.   

Relationships in the home that reflect God’s grace.   

Relationships in the church that reflect God’s love.  

A relationship with the world that engages neighbors and nations.  
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 LightHouse Groups Schedules… 

Walking with one another in the light of Jesus 

 

Group Host  Day of Week    How often    Time**    Location            Demographics 

Matranga  Monday Weekly 12:00pm LoV Mixed Group 

Mitchell Monday Weekly 6:30pm LoV  Young Families 

Hunter  Tuesday Weekly 7:00pm    Sweet home Mixed Group 

Burton Thursday  Weekly 6:00pm Burton home Mixed Group 

Michael Dube` Saturday 2nd & 4th  8:00am LoV Men 

 

Groups are 1.5 hours in length with the exception Matranga Lunch Bunch and Men’s 

group who also have food time. 

FEBRUARY SUNDAY WORSHIP 

Dave Penney’s Hospitality Fellowship Team 

      

KID’S CHURCH  

Preschool Teacher and Helper 

 2/4  Carin Hill/Ana Rivas 

 2/11 Summer Mitchell/Mia Lopez 

 2/18 Carin Hill/Ana Rivas 

 2/25 Melissa Riley/Trinity Thomas 

 

Kid’s Church Teacher and Helper 

 2/4  Barbara Vassar/Rosie Pennington 

 2/11 Melissa Riley/Trinity Thomas 

 2/18 Nick Leach/Rosie Pennington 

 2/25 Amanda West/Keeana Wong 

 

COUNTERS 

 2/4  Alff, Daniels, Riepe    

 2/11  Kohlbaker’s & Mikaelsen   

 2/18 Hogge & Penney’s 

 2/25 Alff & Bailey 
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Hospitality Fellowship Teams 2018 schedules 

(Please save the dates to help your team out) 

 

January-Hogge Team   July-Hogge Team 

February-Penney Team    August-Penney Team   

March-Ulatowski Team   September- Ulatowski Team 

April-Hogge Team    October-Hogge Team  

May-Penney Team    November-Ulatowski Team 

June-Ulatowski Team   December-Penney Team 

 

Thanks for your service in 2017!  Please support this ministry by 

volunteering for Sundays when your team is scheduled. Check with 

your Hospitality team leads early to schedule dates that you are 

available to serve. Thank You!!   

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwispM3rhu3RAhWKjFQKHRBwADcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fhospitalityunit.blogspot.com%2F2015%2F04%2F1st-course-hospitality-basics.html&bvm=bv.145822982,d.cGw&psig=AFQjCNF
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiEiPzg24DZAhWHLmMKHRewDk4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmoziru.com%2Fexplore%2FChurch%2520clipart%2520church%2520membership%2F&psig=AOvVaw1ojd_w2onDq0c6PPqtRM1N&ust=1517
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Thank You 
for your  

Faithful giving! 

LoV Budget Update  

(July-December)  

 
 

Receipts/Income:  
$231,062.17 

 

Expenses:   
$235,631.07 

 
 

Deficit/Surplus: 
-4,568.90 

 

First to the Lord  
Pledge Summary 

(For 3/1/2017-2/28/2018) 

 

Goal:   
 

$336,457 
 

*Total Received:   
 

$229,572.50 
 

% of Goal:   

68% 

 

*as of 1/30/2018 
 

Psalm 116:12 

A while ago my sister-in-law gave me the suggestion of using a bible 
verse reference as my password for things, it has a capital letter, a 
lowercase letter, a number, and a special symbol. This can also help 
you memorize verses and references. I took her advice and made my 
work computer password Philippians4:6. This verse says: “Do not be 
anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” I chose it because 
when I first got here I was incredibly nervous that I was going to be 
alone and was going to be horrible at my job. Having this verse as 
my password was a constant reminder that I could talk to God and 
He would listen. Originally, I figured I would change out my password 
every couple of weeks, depending on what the Good Lord was telling 
me, but then Cheri and Becca asked for my password so that they 
could get into my computer if they needed to and I did not think they 
would appreciate me constantly changing my password on them so it 
has stayed the same. I’m glad it did because I still need to hear this 
message today. The context of the verse says this: 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your 
gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anx-
ious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and peti-
tion, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the 
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. –Philippians 4:4-7 

I don’t know what God is doing, He oftentimes works in ways that I 
do not understand which is really frustrating. However, I do know 
that what He is doing is good. He’s got a plan, and He’s going to do 
something amazing based on that plan. Therefore, I will rejoice in the 
Lord because He has been good to me. I will not worry about the fu-
ture, because I know He hears my prayers. I will thank Him for what 
He has done for me, because I know that it all fits into His plan. I will 
rest in the promises of my God, knowing that He is near and He has 
given me His peace which will keep me safe.  

So I just want to say, thank you for going on this journey with me. 

Thank you for being the wonderful people and church that God made 

you to be. Thank you for giving me so much love and support over 

the past half year. You have all been such a blessing to me and I am 

so very thankful that God put me here with you. I just hope that I 

was as much of a blessing to you as you have been to me. I know 

that God is doing amazing things here at this church and in this com-

munity because of who this church is. I pray that He continues to 

work through you and does even more amazing things in the future. 

Angela Duerr 



Light of the Valley Church 

9270 Bruceville Road 

Elk Grove, CA  95758 
www.lightofthevalley.net 

www.facebook.com/LightoftheValleyElkGrove 

Service Times: 

Traditional-8:45am 

Contemporary-10:30am 

(Kid’s Church at the 

10:30 service) 

http://www.facebook.com/LightoftheValleyElkGrove

