
Seven Things I’m Excited About for 2017-2018… 
 

OK, so there are actually more than seven, but for the sake of a one page article, I’ll 

focus on the top seven: 
 

Vacation Bible School-  Melissa Riley and her crew have another fantastic week 

planned and we are looking forward to connecting with even more families in our 

community… 
 

Angela Duerr, DCE Intern- we are grateful to have Angela focusing on helping 

children and youth grow spiritually.  She and Baxter are excellent additions to the 

staff… 
 

Comfort Dog Ministry-  Under Marilyn Hunter’s capable organization and leadership, 

we are looking forward to adding this ministry to build bridges in the community and 

provide a creative means for sharing the Gospel through a caring and calming 

presence. 
 

Fortune Charter School- The vacancy left by Lutheran High was quickly filled 

through the efforts of the SPC, Chuck Brophy and LoV staff.  Fortune Charter School 

will begin meeting in the classrooms starting mid August.  We will be hosting 

approximately 100 high school freshmen.  The school’s novel approach is to partner 

with CRC Jr. College so that when these students graduate from high school they will 

also have achieved an AA degree, making them eligible to enter college as juniors. 
 

Michael Dube- Our vicar continues to grind out the classroom work, accumulating 

credits toward ordination in early 2018.  Combined with a full time job and his 

ministry service to LoV, Michael is running on all cylinders.  I am especially grateful 

that LoV voted to assist with Michael’s seminary tuition for the coming years.  To find 

out how you can be part of his support, contact Becca Hoffman in the office. 
 

LightHouse Group Leaders- the backbone of our care and fellowship ministry, as 

well as providing for spiritual growth, our LightHouse groups have continued to grow 

both in numbers and size over the years.  This year we are looking to launch a few 

more groups in the fall.  I thank God for the capable leaders who shepherd these groups 

and help our people get connected to Jesus and one another. 
 

Sunday Morning Worship- God brings His best to us every Sunday in and through 

His Word and the Sacraments.  I am grateful for the hospitality teams that host the 

services and for the individuals who serve in so many ways.  Sunday morning are 

always a time to receive the promise of His blessings and get connected in the body of 

Christ. 
 

(OK, one more—Summer Vacations!  WooHoo!  Hope you have enjoyed, are enjoying 

or will enjoy yours!) 
 

God’s Blessings, 
 

Pastor jay 

Message from Pastor Jay... 

Dates to Remember…. 

 

 Office Closed, 7/4 

 VBS, 7/17-7/21 

 Kid’s Church, 7/23 

 New Member Class, 

7/30 

 Experiencing God Class 

starts, 7/26 

 Women’s Retreat, 8/18 

& 8/19 

 Kid’s Church, 8/20 

 

 

July/August 2017 

Grow-Matthew 6:33 

Connect-1 Corinthians12:27 

Go- Matthew 28:19-20 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi5xayjopjUAhUirVQKHRCqDD4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Flern-und-nachhilfe-blog-englisch.blogspot.com%2F&psig=AFQjCNEFl28l4wNuJmdTw9k-zP3PW8hL5Q&ust=1496255915298007
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 From our DCE Intern  

Angela Duerr 

 
Dear LoV family, 
It has been such a joy to come home every day to a furnished apartment and fully stocked kitchen. Thank you so 
much for all of your donations, they have really made my apartment feel like home. I was honestly a little scared that 
I would be eating dinner at the breakfast bar, sleeping in a sleeping bag on the floor, balancing my books on top of 
each other in the corner, eating food that was seasoned with the taco seasoning I already had, and drinking water 
out of my grandmother’s old whisky glasses. Your generosity has allowed me to have a real home and not the mish-
mash most college grads end up with. I mean, my shower curtain even matches my bath mats. Thank you so much! 

 

...and 

 
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord 
your God will be with you wherever you go.”--Joshua 1:9.  The book of Joshua opens with God installing Joshua as the 
new leader of the Israelites who would lead them into the Promised Land after wandering in the wilderness for 40 
years. God encourages Joshua and the Israelites, consistently telling them to be strong and courageous and 
reminding them that He is with them. By the time we get to verse 9 it almost sounds like there is a bit of sass in God 
saying, “Have I not commanded you?” But God knew the fear that was racing through their hearts. They were about 
to embark on a journey that they were not prepared for. They were about to invade a land full of people that were 
against them. They were facing enemies that should have easily wiped them out. By all human logic, the Israelites 
going into the Promised Land to take it over was a suicidal mission. But God reminded them again and again that 
they didn’t have to worry, this wasn’t their fight, this was God’s. 
 
You and I are constantly facing similar situations. I mean, we’re not invading foreign lands with swords, spears, and 
trumpets. But we are following God’s leading in our lives and trusting that He is somehow going to turn our chaos 
into glory for His name. I just turned my whole life upside down. I finished school--the thing that has dictated my life 
for the past 17 years--moved at least 244 miles away (422 miles if you count from school) to a city where I didn’t 
know anyone, I got a “real” job, and I moved into an apartment by myself where I have to pay all my bills. The only 
things that remain the same in my life from two months ago to now is who I am and who God is. He called me to go 
to a new city and to serve the people there. So that’s what I’m doing. I’m a little scared and nervous, but I will be 
strong and courageous and follow through because I know that my God is with me here just as much as he was with 
me back home and at school. 
 
 
In Christ, 
Angela Duerr 
 
P.S.  My new e-mail address is angela@lightofthevalley.net 
 

https://angeladuerr.wixsite.com/dceprofile
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K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry 
LoV Comfort Dog Ministry Questions and Answers: 

People say that “kids and animals attract people”.    I have found that 

statement to be true.  How many times are you willing to say 

something to a parent about how cute their child is or ask what kind 

of dog someone is walking?  That’s a bridge to start a conversation.  

Our Comfort Dog Ministry will be a bridge to our congregation and 

community just with its presence. 

 

Why have a Comfort Dog Ministry?  The Comfort Dog will serve 

as a bridge, every day in the community.  Our focus the first year will 

be on hospitals, senior centers, and schools.  That doesn’t mean we 

won’t do other events, but our primary focus will be on comforting those in these 3 areas. 

 

So when will the Comfort Dog arrive?  We’re not sure yet, but we hope by the beginning of school in the fall of 2018.  

Roughly 12 months after we are able to submit a deposit. 

 

What will the ministry cost?  There are a number of costs for this ministry.  In order to start this ministry. The cost to 

acquire the dog is $15,000 (deposit of $7,500 and a balance when the dog is delivered approximately 12 months later); 

travel expenses for the handlers to go to Lutheran Church Charities (LCC) in Chicago, IL area for training on how to 

handle the dog; caring and feeding of the dog; veterinarian (unless we can get it donated); annual meeting and training 

for the dog and care givers; printing supplies; grooming (unless we can get it donated), gas and van maintenance, etc.  

We plan to be self-funded, so that it won’t impact the church budget.  Our target this year is to raise $12,000 and 

$15,000 in 2018.  The continuing care of the ministry is currently estimated to be $2,000 - $5,000 per year depending on 

the support and donations of services from the community and the amount of travel incurred. 

 

How will it be funded?  We have already received a $5,000 grant from Lutheran Development Services of Sacramento 

(and can apply again next year); $200 from the congregation LWML; we plan to have 1-2 fund raisers; we hope team 

members and congregational members will designate funds on a regular basis for the ministry; and we plan to have 

community sponsors (with recognition on the van). 

 

Why does the dog cost so much? These purebred golden retrievers are selected at 8 weeks from special breeders, then 

they spend approximately 12 months in training and socializing.  Most of the dogs have completed 1,000-1,500 hours of 

training and socializing during that 12 month period by dog trainers.  They are also fed, vaccinated, and cared for during 

that time.  So when you consider the cost to purchase a purebred dog (which can run approximately $1,200 – 5,000 

depending on breeding), the care, feeding and 1,000 – 1,500 hrs. of training the dog, the cost is very reasonable. 

 

Who will care for the dog when it arrives?  The dog will live with care givers and there will be a back-up home, so 

when the care givers are on vacation or out of town, the dog will be able to continue to work.  The Comfort Dog will be 

part of the church staff, as they will play a role in our care ministries.  Typically, the Comfort Dogs go to 2-4 visits a day 

Monday – Saturday and then is in the church on Sunday or visiting other churches. 

 

How will the community be aware of our ministry?  We plan to start making the community aware of the ministry 

once we have secured the $7,500 deposit.  We are developing a marketing and communications plan for this purpose. 

 

Any questions about the Comfort Dog Ministry, please contact Lee or Marilyn Hunter (916-429-0499). 
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Seven Things Church Members Should Say to Guests 

 
By Thom S. Rainer 

One of the more common questions I’m asked relates to growth barriers. For example, church leaders may 

want to know how to move past the 150-attendance level of the past five years. Or other leaders desire to know 

how to break though financial giving barriers. 

Those questions are tough because they often presume a brief response to be adequate. In reality, there are 

many theological and methodological issues at work in growth barriers. Today, I am looking at a very basic 

barrier: lack of friendliness to church guests. 

In a previous blog post, I noted things we should not say to a guest in our worship services. In today’s post I 

look at the positive perspective: seven things we should say to guests. 

 

1. “Thank you for being here.” It’s just that basic. I have heard from numerous church guests who returned 

because they were simply told “thank you.” 

2. “Let me help you with that.” If you see someone struggling with umbrellas, young children, diaper bags, 

purses, and other items, a gesture to hold something for them is a huge positive. Of course, this comment is 

appropriate for member to member as well. 

3. “Please take my seat.” I actually heard that comment twice in a church where I was speaking in the 

Nashville area. The first comment came from a member to a young family of five who were trying to find a 

place to sit together. 

4. “Here is my email address. Please let me know if I can help in any way.” Of course, this comment 

must be used with discretion, but it can be a hugely positive message to a guest. 

5. “Can I show you where you need to go?” Even in smaller churches, guests will not know where to find 

the nursery, restrooms, and small group meeting areas. You can usually tell when a guest does not know 

where he or she is to go. 

6. “Let me introduce you to ___________.” The return rate of guests is always higher if they meet other 

people. A church member may have the opportunity to introduce the guest to the pastor, other church staff, 

and other members of the church. 

7. “Would you join us for lunch?” I saved this question for last for two reasons. First, the situation must 

obviously be appropriate before you offer the invitation. Second, I have seen this approach have the 

highest guest return rate of any one factor. What if your church members sought to invite different guests 6 

to 12 times a year? The burden would not be great; but the impact would be huge. 

 

Let’s look at one example of breaking attendance barriers by saying the right things to guests. Presume your 

church has two first-time guests a week. Over the course of a year, the church would have 100 first-time 

guests. With most of the members being genuinely guest friendly, you could see half of those guests become 

active members. Attendance could thus increase by as much as 50 persons every year. 

This article originally appeared at ThomRainer.com and is used with permission. 

 
 

http://www.lifeway.com/pastors/author/thomrainer/
http://thomrainer.com/2015/05/06/ten-things-you-should-never-say-to-a-guest-in-a-worship-service/
http://thomrainer.com/2015/05/seven-things-church-members-should-say-to-guests-in-a-worship-service/
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 LoV U...Course Schedule  Updates 

  Date  Day  Time   Fee 

 

July 

Experiencing God  7/26-10/18 Wed   6:30-8pm  $16.00 

(13 week session) 

 

New Member Class  7/30  Sun   12-3pm  $0 

 

August 

Experiencing God (cont.) 7/26-10/18 Wed   6:30-8pm  $0 

 

Women’s Retreat  8/18  Fri   6:30-8:30pm  $25.00 

  8/19  Sat   9am-4pm   

 

September 

Confirmation Class (2 years) 9/6  Wed   6:30-8pm  $0 

(Class meets periodically, not every week) 

 

First Communion Class 

 Session 1  9/10  Sun   12-1pm  $0 

 Session 2  9/24  Sun   12-1pm  $0  

 

Faith 5  9/22  Fri   6:30-8pm  TBD  

  9/23  Sat   9am-2pm 

New Member Class  
Three hour membership class that covers- 

 Our purpose and vision for ministry in this community 

 Our core values 

 The structure of our church 

 Why join Light of the Valley (or any church for that matter) 

 LoV membership requirements 

 Membership expectations & opportunities  
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Experiencing God Class 

Looking for a deeper 

experience of God in your 

life and the world around 

you?  This 13 week course 

will teach you valuable disciplines for a deeper 

walk with God. 

First Communion Class 

Holy Communion, along with 

Baptism, is one of the two 

sacraments in Lutheranism.  

When a Lutheran child 

receives Holy Communion for 

the first time, that child is supposed to 

understand what the sacrament means. This class 

will teach students the importance of Holy 

Communion and what is behind the words such 

as "given for you" and "shed for you for the 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation Class 

A two year course designed to help parents and 

their youth to understand and apply the doctrines 

of the Christian faith and to be equipped to follow 

Jesus in their daily lives. 

Faith 5 (For Parents) 

Connects church to home, faith to life, 

and parents to kids in a powerful way.  

Learn the five steps of the Faith 5. 

August 13th will be Mite Box Sunday this 
month.  All proceeds will go to LWML mission 
projects. 

What we are about: 

Walking with one another reflecting the light of Jesus. 

 

What it looks like: 

A relationship with God that is personal and daily.   

Relationships in the home that reflect God’s grace.   

Relationships in the church that reflect God’s love.  

A relationship with the world that engages neighbors and nations.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 “Real 

Talks” 10am  

3 

 

4 LoV office 

closed 

5  

 

 

6  7   

 

8 Men’s Bible 

Study & 

Breakfast     

8-10am 

9   10 11  12  13   14   15  

16  “Real 

Talks” 10am    

17 VBS 6-8pm 18  VBS 6-8pm 19 VBS 6-

8pm; 

PrimeTimers 

12-2pm   

20 VBS 6-8pm 21 VBS 6-8pm 22 Men’s 

Bible Study & 

Breakfast 8-

10am 

23 Kid’s church                    

           30 “Real 

Talks”;New 

Member 

24   

                  31 

           

25  26  

Experiencing 

God 6:30-

8pm 

27 28 29 

July 2017 

JULY SUNDAY WORSHIP 

Penney Hospitality   

Fellowship team 
   

KID’S CHURCH  

(Summer Schedule) 
 

      Teacher   Helper 

    7/23  Melissa Riley  Rosie Penington 
     

COUNTERS 

 7/2  Bailey, Cadwising & Alff   7/23 Hogge & Miedema  

 7/9  Burton’s & Seatris    7/30 Hogge, Miedema & Penney’s

 7/16 Alff, Daniels & Riepe 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

Experiencing 

God 6:30-

8pm 

3 4 5  

6 “Real 

Talks” 10am  

7 

 

8 9 

Experiencing 

God 6:30-

8pm 

10 11   

 

12 Men’s 

Bible Study & 

Breakfast     

8-10am 

13   14 15  16 Exp God 

6:30-8pm; 

PrimeTimers 

12-2pm  

17   18  Women’s 

Retreat 6:30-

8:30pm 

19 Women’s 

Retreat 9am-

4pm 

20  “Real 

Talks” 10am; 

Kid’s church 

21 22   23 

Experiencing 

God 6:30-

8pm 

24  25  26 Men’s 

Bible Study & 

Breakfast 8-

10am 

27   

                    

          

28  

 

           

29  30 

Experiencing 

God 6:30-

8pm 

31   

August 2017 

AUGUST SUNDAY WORSHIP 

Ulatowski Hospitality   

Fellowship team 
 

KID’S CHURCH  

(Summer Schedule) 
 

      Teacher   Helper 

    8/20  Melissa Riley  Rosie Penington 
     

COUNTERS 

 8/6  Alff, Daniels & Riepe   8/20 Alff, Daniels & Riepe 

 8/13  Bailey, Cadwising & Alff   8/27 Alff, Daniels & Riepe 
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Part time job (20 hours a week) opening in the LoV office starting in August….. Job requirements include, but 
not limited to: 

 Minimum of 5 years Human Resource experience 

 3-5+ years experience in accounts payable & receivables 

 3-5+ years in office management experience  (including reception, phones, organizational process, 
policies & procedures, database management, etc.) 

 3-5+ years experience with using Microsoft office including word, excel, power point, (experience with 
Publisher a plus)  

 Experience in processing payroll 

 Experience in generating and analyzing reports 

 

Contact Cheri Miedema in the church office if you have questions about  this position.   

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU...Thanks to the following people who helped clean up after the 

Lutheran High School closure in June in preparation for the Fortune Charter school move in:  Chris & Letha 

Burton, James & Gail Pigg, Lisa Bailey, Sue Mason, Ron Miedema, Nancy Machado, Wendell & Darlene 

Alff, Pam Hogge, Douglas Erickson, Dave Penney, Birney Schramm, Brennan Reed and Becca, Adi & Claire 

Hoffman.   

 

There are two classrooms, two offices and the reception area that we still need to finish up on when LHS 

vacates within the next two weeks.  We also need assistance on inventorying furniture in each classroom prior 

to the Fortune move in late July or Early August.  If you were unable to assist in June, but can offer up some 

assistance over the next three weeks in July for the last big push to finish up, please show up between 9am-

5pm, during the week on Monday-Thursday.  We will take as few or as many hours that you can offer up to 

assist with cleaning, moving, organizing and/or helping with the inventory. 

There are still some Lutheran High School leftover books for the taking if you are 

interested in some summer reading.  Sue Mason will have a table  after services 

this next Sunday for you to look at available books.  Any free will donations will 

go towards the Comfort Dog Ministry. 

 

Also, LoV has accounts set up at the two used books stores in Elk Grove courtesy 

of the books donated from LHS library.  “Trents Bookshelf “ at 8139 Elk Grove 

Blvd, Elk Grove, CA 95758 and “Almost Perfect” at 8694 Elk Grove Blvd, Elk Grove, CA 95624.  LoV 

members who love to read can mention “LoV account” and the church telephone # 916/691-3568 to get a 50% 

discount off the price of books in these stores.  Rules per bookstore subject to change.  Please ask at the store. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjn_dK5vofNAhVJ22MKHcCDACEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.manorhousecambodia.com%2Fthing-to-know&bvm=bv.123325700,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNGqsf1czCVBrRDRjoDoVuPf3DLRQg&ust=146
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiA5KPFzfXUAhUOz2MKHWr2Bh4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bradleysbookoutlet.com%2F&psig=AFQjCNEJfX7PVRQU85vOI9Hpiq6e-uFGNw&ust=1499463113607565
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Thank You 
for your  

Faithful giving! 

LoV Budget Update  

(July 2016- 

June 2017)  

 

Receipts/Income:  
$430,876 

 

Expenses:   
$ 396,623 

 
 

Surplus: 
$34,253 

First to the Lord  
Pledge Summary 

(For 3/1/2017-2/28/2018) 

 

Goal:   
 

$336,457 
 

*Total Received:   
 

$91,337 
 

% of Goal:   

27% 

 

*as of  6/30/2017 
 

Psalm 116:12 

If you think you may miss church services this summer due to travel 

or other commitments, consider setting up an automatic giving 

schedule.  Your consistent support is vital to LoV church ministries, 

especially during summer months. 

 
To set up a recurring contribution, visit our church website and locate 

the electronic on-line giving page or contact the church office.   

 

Thank you for your faithful giving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hospitality Fellowship teams 2017 schedules 

(Please save the dates to help your team out) 

January-Penney Team   July-Penney Team 

February-Ulatowski Team  August-Ulatowski Team 

March-Hogge Team   September-Hogge Team 

April-Penney Team   October-Penney Team 

May-Ulatowski Team    November-Hogge Team 

June-Hogge Team    December-Ulatowski Team 

 

Please get with your Hospitality team leads know your availability  

to serve in the months that your team is scheduled for in 2017.   

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwispM3rhu3RAhWKjFQKHRBwADcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fhospitalityunit.blogspot.com%2F2015%2F04%2F1st-course-hospitality-basics.html&bvm=bv.145822982,d.cGw&psig=AFQjCNF
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July Birthday’s 

 

2 Soul Leach 

 Pat Young 

3 Louis Britton 

 Ethan Guenin 

4 Alise King 

5 Norma Kohlbaker 

8 Shannon Reed 

9 Rosie Pennington 

11 Evalene Stephens 

15 Lauri Leach 

18 Isabella Maguire 

21 Vincent Ulep 

24 Brandon Mammen 

 Sean Taylor 

26 Sandy Guillory 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Birthday’s 

 

1    MaryAnn Taylor 

4  Ron Clawson 

      James Pigg 

6  Charlotte Lauer 

      Hermie Shine 

8  Letha Burton 

9  Louis Britton Jr. 

      Vicki Thornton 

11  Mike Kohlbaker 

       Fred Meinke 

15  Claire Hoffman 

16  Nancy Machado 

17  Shelby Mitchell 

18  Gail Pigg 

      Ione Tietjen 

19  David Penney 

20  Zack Leach 

22  June Silva 

26  James Kahny 

27  Belinda Verlod 

30 Kelly Reyes 

July 

Anniversaries 

 

2  Andreas & Jill Batiansila 

14  Howard & Sue Black 

25 Michael & Lisa Dubé  

 

August 

Anniversaries 

 

1  Todd & Robin Taylor 

7  John & Virginia Hadley 

9  Allen & Tawny Elston 

11  Dean & Pam Hogge 

12  Gary & Carol Mikaelsen  

14  Nick & Megan Leach 

19  Edgar & Mary Cadwising 

21  Louis & Bobbie Britton 

24  George & Carol Matranga 

25  James & Doray Kahny 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjrjLmY6P_JAhUP8WMKHT8zDPkQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshiphousemedia.com%2Fmotion-backgrounds%2F15716%2Fhappy-anniversary&bvm=bv.110151844,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNERFn
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJrPHL6P_JAhUNwGMKHdV5DhIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.freelargeimages.com%2Fhappy-birthday-1280%2F&bvm=bv.110151844,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNHRYmN4v87kKf3lmWW7FO_LdeNElQ&u
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJrPHL6P_JAhUNwGMKHdV5DhIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.freelargeimages.com%2Fhappy-birthday-1280%2F&bvm=bv.110151844,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNHRYmN4v87kKf3lmWW7FO_LdeNElQ&u
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 LightHouse Groups Schedules… 

Walking with one another in the light of Jesus 

 

Group Host  Day of Week    How often    Time**    Location            Demographics 

Matranga  Monday Weekly 12:00pm LoV Mixed Group 

Mitchell Monday Weekly 6:30pm LoV  Young Families 

Alff Monday Weekly 7:00pm LoV Conf Rm. Mixed Group 

Hunter  Tuesday Weekly 7:00pm    Sweet home Mixed Group 

Reed Tuesday Weekly 7:00pm Reed home Mixed Group 

Burton Thursday  Weekly 6:30pm Burton home Mixed Group 

Michael Dube` Saturday 2nd & 4th  8:00am LoV Men 

 

Groups are 1.5 hours in length with the exception Matranga Lunch Bunch and Men’s 

group who also have food time.  Most groups break during the summer months. 

A NOTE OF THANKS… 
 
Dear friends, brothers and sisters in Christ: 
 
I share with you in words that are totally inadequate when it comes to expressing my heartfelt gratitude for 
the cards, phone calls, visits, following my recent stroke.  Little did I realize several weeks ago when Pastor 
Jay included in his sermon references to how the Church cares for one another that I would be on the 
receiving end of that care.  Again, to Pastor Jay, Cheri and the church staff, and all of you, thank you so much.  
Ione joins with me in this expression of gratitude. 
 
By the grace of God and the encouragement He gives through the Scriptures and through all of you, Ione and 
I are filled with gratitude.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Together with you in faith the pilgrimage of life, I remain, 
 
Your friend, 
 
Walter C. Tietjen= 
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Light of the Valley Church 

9270 Bruceville Road 

Elk Grove, CA  95758 
www.lightofthevalley.net 

www.facebook.com/LightoftheValleyElkGrove 

Service Times: 

Traditional-8:45am 

Contemporary-10:30am 

(Kid’s Church at the 

10:30 service) 

http://www.facebook.com/LightoftheValleyElkGrove

