
Fearfully and Wonderfully Made… 
 

I bet you were wondering why June is the best month of all. 

 

To be sure, December has its merits, with Christmas and all.  April is good too since it 

often hosts Palm Sunday,  Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and  Easter. 

 

But June takes the cake for one reason.   

 

My birthday. 

 

When my mom was alive, she’d say the same thing every year on my birthday, 

“(number of years old I was) years ago, I was cleaning the house and you decided to 

show up.”  She’d tell me how glad she was and the difference I made and why June 18 

was such a special day. 

 

Birthdays were a big day in my family growing up.  You got to eat whatever and 

wherever, stay up late, skip your chores and always be first for everything.  And there 

were always great presents.  It was your special day. 

 

I didn’t realize then that my family’s way of celebrating birthdays had some pretty 

good theological value.  It took me awhile as a Christian to see that God was into 

celebrating my birthday as much as my parents were. 

 

Psalm 139:13–14 says: 

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  

I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I 

know that full well.  

 

The psalm is a wonderful account of God intentionally weaving purpose, wonder and 

significance into each human life.  Though we understand biologically how life comes 

about, the psalmist gives us an intimate picture of what conceived and shaped in love 

looks like.   

 

I suppose if you wanted to press the point, Jesus birthday trumps mine.  I’d have to 

admit, that my special day actually does pale in comparison to Good Friday and Easter 

Sunday, as far as world wide global impact goes. October 4th 1982 would have to be a 

biggie as well, seeing that it marks the day of my baptism.  But… 

 

If God wouldn’t have popped me out on the 18th of June, how would I know all this?  

How could I praise and thank and celebrate His goodness and glory if I wasn’t born?!  

 

Here’s good news: He has given each of us many days to celebrate; holy days, 

anniversaries, remembrances of all He has done for us in and through Jesus.  And, He 

has given each one of us a day to remember when He brought us forth from the womb 

into this world to receive and celebrate His good gifts.  And that is your special day. 

 

Personally, I’m partial to June18th to be exact. 

 

Pastor jay 

Message from Pastor Jay... 

Dates to Remember…. 

 

 Cottage Meeting, 6/3 

 Voters Meeting, 6/4 

 Angela Duerr DCE start 

date, 6/16 

 Listening to God class, 

6/17 

 Father’s Day, 6/18 

 Kid’s Church, 6/18 

 

 

June 2017 

Grow-Matthew 6:33 

Connect-1 Corinthians12:27 

Go- Matthew 28:19-20 
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June 11th will be Mite Box Sunday this month.  
All proceeds will go to LWML mission projects. 

THANK YOU from Elaine Holm:   

“Thanks for your prayers, cards, calls, well wishes and 

hugs.  Your encouragement during this difficult time has 

been a blessing to me.  I start chemo at the end of May so 

would appreciate your continued prayers.” 

LWML Spring Tea Update... Thanks to all who 
attended the Spring Tea on  Saturday, May 
13th.  LWML raised $1,151.  Some of the 
money will go towards the following projects:  
$200 K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry, $100 to the 
Gospel Mission and $300 to Moral Values 
Program (MVP).   A fun time was had by all 

who attended.  A special thank you to the hostesses, servers, and 
Thrivent for their donation that covered the expenses.  We look 
forward to seeing more new faces at next years Tea.     

 

 

 

 

There will only be one summer newsletter for July/August.  

Please submit any newsletter articles for inclusion by June 26th. 
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Be informed! 

Annual voters meeting, 6/4 

at 12pm to vote on new 

fiscal year budget and vote 

on new Strategic Planning 

Council (SPC) member(s). 

 

The Vine Speaks 

Save the Date for the 3rd annual LoV Woman’s Retreat, Friday 
evening, 8/18 (6:30-8:30pm) & Saturday, 8/19 (9am-4pm).  Watch 
for registration details coming soon.   

 

Cindy Steinbeck will be leading this years retreat.  Cindy is a 
retired Director of Christian Education, has written The Vine 
Speaks, Grapes of Grace and The Rock Speaks through 
Concordia Publishing House. Her writing in these conversational 
Bible Studies reflect her passion for the vineyard and the vine, soil 
and rocks through which she proclaims God’s word and work to 
bring growth, connectedness and a deeper faith in Christ the true 
vine and the cornerstone.  Cindy is also 
a contributing author to The Idea and 
Practice of a Christian University, CPH.   

 

Cindy holds a Bachelor of Arts from Concordia University Portland and a 
Master of Arts in History and Theology from Concordia University Irvine, 
CA where she serves on the Board of Regents. Cindy’s two children are 
active in the wine industry. Her son is her business partner and operates 
the farming side of the family business. He and his wife and two children 
live in Paso Robles, CA. Cindy’s daughter and son-in-law work in the wine 
industry in Tasmania, Australia. 
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K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry 
We have received a $5,000 grant from Lutheran Development 

Society of Sacramento (LDSS) to help start our Comfort Dog 

Ministry.   We met on 5/21/2017 and had 14 attend (as well as 3

-4 others that were interested) the interest meeting to make sure 

we had plenty of people interest in this ministry.    Next step is 

to raise the funds needed to put a deposit down on a Comfort 

Dog.  The team will be meeting again on Sunday, June 25th at 

1:00 pm – 2:00 pm.  Our first fund raiser is our T-Shirt fund 

raiser.  Those placing their orders by 6/4/2017, receive a $5 

discount for $20, and $25 after 6/4/2017.   

 

Anyone interested in being involved in this ministry, there are a number of opportunities for the ministry team 

that we will need.  Each Comfort Dog has a ministry team that works with them.  What ministry roles are 

available?  Below is a listing of the roles and their responsibilities.  If you are interested in any of these roles, 

please contact Lee or Marilyn Hunter or join us at the 6/25/2017 meeting. 

Caregiver – (need a primary & alternate) 

A caregiver provides the home where the dog stays 

and cares for it when it is not working.   

 Provide a comfortable, safe home for dog 

 Provide dog with appropriate food 

 Provide regular exercise 

 Reinforce training 

 Attend initial LCC training 

 Attend annual training at LCC facility in 

Addison, IL 

 Provide socialization opportunities 

 Attend periodic meetings 

 

Handler – (prefer 8-10 handlers) 

 Provide socialization opportunities 

 Provide regular exercise 

 Reinforce training 

 Attend initial LCC training 

 Attend annual training at LCC facility in 

Addison, IL 

 Attend periodic meetings 

Handler helper (prefer 6-8 people) 

The helper role with the K-9 Comfort Dog program 

assists the handler as needed when they go to various 

events.  For example:  

 Drive to different events  

 Assist the handler with crowd control at larger 

events 

 Promote the ministry program and answer questions  

 Hand out the K-9’s business cards and 

communication information   

 Assist with the needed upfront training and 

paperwork before entering a medical facility  

 Pick up dog supplies and food 

 Take photographs for communications 

 Attend periodic meetings 

 

Photographer – at least 1-2 people 

 Documents K-9’s activities for Facebook and 

similar media 

 Communicates with Communication Coordinator 

for posting 
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Communication coordinator – (prefer 1-2 people) 

 Maintain dog’s Facebook page, Twitter, 

Instagram, etc. 

 Provide congregation with info on dog’s activities 

 Submit monthly newsletters article for 

congregation & LCC 

 Attend periodic meetings 

 

Scheduler – 1 primary and an alternate 

 Maintain dog’s calendar / schedule 

 Communicate schedules with handlers and 

caregivers 

 Attend periodic meetings 

 

Deployment coordinator – one person  

 Communicate with LCC when team tasked to 

deploy 

 Coordinate travel for handlers and helpers  

 Coordinate lodging for handlers and helpers 

 

Fellowship / food coordinator – 1-2 people 

 Plan snacks for meetings and fellowship events 

Prayer team – as many as possible – entire prayer 

chain group – 1 coordinator 

 Pray for K-9 Comfort Dog Team 

 Pray for individuals that the dog visits 

 Bring prayer requests to our God from those 

visited 

 Communicate with handlers and care givers 

 Attend periodic meetings 

 

Fund raising coordinator – at least 1 person 

 Coordinate the fund raising events within the 

congregation and in the community 

 

Fund raising team – as many as possible 

 Work with the fund raising coordinator to plan and 

execute the fund raising throughout the year to 

support the on-going costs of this ministry 

 

Vet & Groomer Coordinator – 1 person 

 Make appointments with veterinarian and groomer 

as necessary 

You can see there are lots of roles available and need people from all backgrounds and ages needed!  You can 

also serve in more than one role.  Please prayerfully consider one or more of these roles!  
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 LoV U...Course Schedule  Updates 

  Date  Day  Time   Fee 

May 

June 

Listening to God  6/17  Sat   9am-12pm  $0 

 

July 

Experiencing God  7/26-10/18 Wed   6:30-8pm  $0 

(13 week session) 

 

August 

Experiencing God  7/26-10/18 Wed   6:30-8pm  $0 

 

September 

Confirmation Class (2 years) 9/6  Wed   6:30-8pm  $0 

(Class meets periodically, not every week) 

 

First Communion Class 

 Session 1  9/10  Sun   12-1pm  $0 

 Session 2  9/24  Sun   12-1pm  $0  

 

Faith 5  9/22  Fri   6:30-8pm  TBD  

  9/23  Sat   9am-2pm 

Listening to God Workshop 

Learn how to see and hear God’s 

voice in the world around you 

and understand His will for your 

life.  

Experiencing God Class 

Looking for a deeper experience of God in your life and the world around you?  

This 13 week course will teach you valuable disciplines for a deeper walk with 

God. 

Faith 5 (For Parents) 

Connects church to home, faith to 

life, and parents to kids in a 

powerful way.  Learn the five steps 

of the Faith 5. 
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Meet our DCE Intern  

Angela Duerr 
B.A., Director of Christian Education,  

Concordia University Irvine, 2017 

 

Full of life and love, Angela has always been very caring and compassionate, 

looking out for how others feel. One of her most favorite things is to talk to 

people. She loves to get to know people and find out more about who they are  

 

She was born and raised in Bakersfield, California, with a science teacher for a father, a stay-at-home-

mom,  and two older brothers. Several years into her life, Angela's family started bringing new people into 

the family--students of her fathers, foster children, siblings of those people, etc. Eventually, her family 

actually got guardianship of Tony, the son of one of the foster kids. Having all these extra people included in 

the family helped shape how Angela viewed loving people.  

 

Angela grew up in the church, never even considering skipping a Sunday. However it wasn't until she started 

high school that she really felt God pulling on her heart and so made her faith her own. Angela got super 

involved in her youth group, doing all that she could to learn from her leaders. So it wasn't all that surprising 

that by the end of high school, she decided she wanted to be just like them when she grew up.  

 

Angela definitely caught the travel bug. Her second year of college she went on a study abroad trip called the 

Around-the-World Semester® where she got to circumnavigate the globe, traveling to ten different countries 

doing service in each. This trip taught Angela that, while she may love traveling and have a passion for 

telling others about the good news of Christ crucified, her heart lay with serving the cultural context from 

which she came.  

 

Angela  will start her internship with us on June 16th.  She will be installed on Sunday, June 25th at both 

services. 

First Communion Class 

Holy Communion, along with 

Baptism, is one of the two 

sacraments in Lutheranism.  

When a Lutheran child 

receives Holy Communion for 

the first time, that child is supposed to 

understand what the sacrament means. This class 

will teach students the importance of Holy 

Communion and what is behind the words such 

as "given for you" and "shed for you for the 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation Class 

A two year course designed to help parents 

and their youth to understand and apply the 

doctrines of the Christian faith and to be 

equipped to follow Jesus in their daily lives. 

https://angeladuerr.wixsite.com/dceprofile
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3  

4 “Real 

Talks” 10am  

5 

 

6  7  

 

 

8  9   

 

10 Men’s 

Bible Study & 

Breakfast     

8-10am 

11  Father’s 

Day; Kid’s 

church 

12 13  14 

PrimeTimers 

12-2pm  

15   16   17 Listening 

to God 9am-

12pm  

18  “Real 

Talks” 10am    

19 20   21  22  23  24 Men’s 

Bible Study & 

Breakfast 8-

10am 

25  Angela 

Duerer DCE 

Installation 

                    

26   

 

           

27  28   29 30  

June 2017 

What we are about: 

Walking with one another reflecting the light of Jesus. 

 

What it looks like: 

A relationship with God that is personal and daily.   

Relationships in the home that reflect God’s grace.   

Relationships in the church that reflect God’s love.  

A relationship with the world that engages neighbors and nations.  
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 LightHouse Groups Schedules… 

Walking with one another in the light of Jesus 

 

Group Host  Day of Week    How often    Time**    Location            Demographics 

Matranga  Monday Weekly 12:00pm LoV Mixed Group 

Mitchell Monday Weekly 6:30pm LoV  Young Families 

Alff Monday Weekly 7:00pm LoV Conf Rm. Mixed Group 

Hunter  Tuesday Weekly 7:00pm    Sweet home Mixed Group 

Reed Tuesday Weekly 7:00pm Reed home Mixed Group 

Burton Thursday  Weekly 6:30pm Burton home Mixed Group 

Michael Dube` Saturday 2nd & 4th  8:00am LoV Men 

 

Groups are 1.5 hours in length with the exception Matranga Lunch Bunch and Men’s 

group who also have food time.  Most groups break during the summer months. 

JUNE SUNDAY WORSHIP 

Hogge Hospitality   

Fellowship team 
 

LAWN CARE 

   5/31-6/3  James Pigg   6/21-6/24 David Penney  

   6/7-6/10 Allen Elston   6/28-7/1 Birney Schramm  

   6/14-6/17 Ron Miedema    

      

KID’S CHURCH  

(Summer Schedule) 

 

      Teacher   Helper 

    6/18  Melissa Riley  Rosie Penington 

     

  

COUNTERS 

 6/4  Alff & Mikaelsen   6/18 Hogge, Miedema & Penney’s  

 6/11  Burton’s & Seatris   6/25 Alff, Daniels & Riepe  
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June 

Birthday’s 

 

1 Summer Mitchell 

3 Mike Brown 

4 Adi Hoffman 

 Noa Leach 

5 Glenn Holderbein  

 Wilma Vanderwerf 

6 Connie Sweet 

9 Susan Holm 

 Lily Rambaugh  

11 Mia Lopez 

 Carol Mikaelsen  

12 Karen Aflague   

13 Trenton Taylor 

15 Alma Lauer 

 Judy Sala 

18 Pastor Jay Reed 

Udett Seuferer  

19 Juanita Thomas  

20 Jeanne Bingaman 

 Howard Riepe 

22 Caroline Mehl 

25 Tom Shine 

28 Joyce Carey 

 Brooklyn Hill 

 Jan Ohnstad 

 

 

 

June 

Anniversaries 

 

11 Cody & Becca 

 Hoffman 

13 Ron & Barbara 

 Clawson  

14 John & Carla 

Ulatowski  

17 Jerry & Melissa 

Riley  

 Kevin & Emma 

Stephens 

21 Mike & Kathy 

Seatris 

 Walt & Ione Tietjen 

24 Ron & Cheri 

Miedema  

26 Lance & Belinda 

Verlod  

 

LoV fiscal year ends on June 

30th.  Please submit any 

outstanding expense receipts to 

be included in the current fiscal 

year by no later than June 30th.  

Any questions, please contact 

Becca Hoffman in the church 

office. 

 

 

Borrowing Stuff from LoV… 

If you wish to borrow “stuff” such as 

table cloths, tables, folding chairs, etc.  

Please check with the office in 

advance on dates you wish to reserve 

the item(s) to ensure there is not a 

conflict with a scheduled church 

event or that someone else has not 

already reserved the item(s).  There is 

also a check out form to complete so 

the office can track church property 

coming and going.  If you have any 

questions, please contact the church 

office.    
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJrPHL6P_JAhUNwGMKHdV5DhIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.freelargeimages.com%2Fhappy-birthday-1280%2F&bvm=bv.110151844,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNHRYmN4v87kKf3lmWW7FO_LdeNElQ&u
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjn_dK5vofNAhVJ22MKHcCDACEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.manorhousecambodia.com%2Fthing-to-know&bvm=bv.123325700,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNGqsf1czCVBrRDRjoDoVuPf3DLRQg&ust=146
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjn_dK5vofNAhVJ22MKHcCDACEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.manorhousecambodia.com%2Fthing-to-know&bvm=bv.123325700,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNGqsf1czCVBrRDRjoDoVuPf3DLRQg&ust=146
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Thank You 
for your  

Faithful giving! 

LoV Budget Update  

(July 2016- 

May 2017)  

 

Receipts/Income:  
$364,040 

 

Expenses:   
$336,146 

 
 

Surplus: 
$27,894 

First to the Lord  
Pledge Summary 

(For 3/1/2017-2/28/2018) 

 

Goal:   
 

$336,457 
 

*Total Received:   
 

$60,016 
 

% of Goal:   

%18 

 

*as of  5/30/2017 
 

Psalm 116:12 

If you think you may miss church services this summer due to travel 

or other commitments, consider setting up an automatic giving 

schedule.  Your consistent support is vital to LoV church ministries, 

especially during summer months. 

 
To set up a recurring contribution, visit our church website and locate 

the electronic on-line giving page or contact the church office.   

 

Thank you for your faithful giving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hospitality Fellowship teams 2017 schedules 

(Please save the dates to help your team out) 

January-Penney Team   July-Penney Team 

February-Ulatowski Team  August-Ulatowski Team 

March-Hogge Team   September-Hogge Team 

April-Penney Team   October-Penney Team 

May-Ulatowski Team    November-Hogge Team 

June-Hogge Team    December-Ulatowski Team 

 

Please get with your Hospitality team leads know your availability  

to serve in the months that your team is scheduled for in 2017.   

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwispM3rhu3RAhWKjFQKHRBwADcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fhospitalityunit.blogspot.com%2F2015%2F04%2F1st-course-hospitality-basics.html&bvm=bv.145822982,d.cGw&psig=AFQjCNF
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At Maker Fun Factory VBS, kids will learn 

they’re created by God and built for a purpose! 

 

Register online today at: lightofthevalley.net 

VBS dates: July 17-21, 2017 

VBS times: 6pm-8pm 

For more information, call: 916-691-3568 



We ’re gathering gear for VBS! 
Visit Melissa Riley and her gear board 

after church every Sunday in June 

and see ways you can help fuel the VBS factory! 
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Light of the Valley Church 

9270 Bruceville Road 

Elk Grove, CA  95758 
www.lightofthevalley.net 

www.facebook.com/LightoftheValleyElkGrove 

Service Times: 

Traditional-8:45am 

Contemporary-10:30am 

(Kid’s Church at the 

10:30 service) 

http://www.facebook.com/LightoftheValleyElkGrove

