
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran – Jan. 1, 2023 
120 North 8th Street, Upper Sandusky, Ohio 43351 

Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday 8am-12pm, 1-5pm 
Phone: 419-294-2831, Fax: 419-294-5542 

Pastor Barry Halter, Jr.: 419-852-9823 
Listen live on WYNT 95.9 FM or watch on Facebook Live  



*=stand as you are able             Assistive listening devices are available.  Ask an usher. 
 

Introduction to the day 
As we celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, our gospel today confronts us 
with the death of innocent children at the hands of Herod. The birth of Christ 
does not remove the power of evil from our world, but its light gives us hope as 
we walk with all the “holy innocents” of past generations and today who have 
suffered unjustly. In our gathering around word and meal, God continues to 
redeem us, lift us up, and carry us as in days of old. 
 

+ GATHERING + 
PRELUDE                       “Joy! Joy! Joy!” Mansfield                    
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩one God, the Word made 

flesh, our life and our salvation.  Amen. 

Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, 
let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of life, you promise of good news of great joy for 
all people, and call us to be messengers of your 
peace.  We confess that too often we hoard our joy, 
our resources, and our security.  We nurture conflict 
and build barriers.  We neglect the needs of our 
neighbors and ignore the groaning of creation.  Have 
mercy on us.  Where we are self-centered, open our 
hearts.  Where we are reluctant, give us courage.  
Where we are cynical, restore our trust.  Renew us 
with your grace and give us again the hope of eternal 
life in you.   Amen. 

Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of 
God’s promises through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  In 

☩Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed.  Sing with joy, for all 

the ends of the earth shall know the salvation of God. 
Amen. 

 

*GATHERING SONG: “Once in Royal David’s City”           Hymn 269                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  



*GREETING                                                                       p. 147 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC BY REID BARTH 
 
DISMISSAL TO JR. CHURCH 

 

+ WORD + 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 63:7-9 

…The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: Hebrews 2:10-18 

…The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                    p. 151               
 
*GOSPEL: Matthew 2:13-23 
   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 2nd chapter.   
   Glory to you, O Lord. 
  …This is the Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                                                    Pastor Barry Halter, Jr. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  

“It Came upon the Midnight Clear”                       Hymn 282 

 
HOLY BAPTISM OF JOSEPHINE HELEN EGAN                       p. 227 
  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
      Following each petition: …God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

+ MEAL + 
OFFERING              
Please fill out the registration form in the red pew pad and pass it along in your row. 

 



OFFERING MUSIC     “I Wonder as I Wander” Oesterland  
 
OFFERING PRAYER                                                      
 
COMMUNION LITURGY                                                 p. 152-154 

 …Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
         …We look with hope for His coming.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
         …Bring the gift of peace on earth.  Come, Holy Spirit.       

 

“LAMB OF GOD…”                                                             p. 154 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
     Invitation to the Lord’s table – All baptized persons are welcome at the table.     
     If you do not desire to receive communion, you may come forward for a  
     blessing. Your wish to receive the Sacrament is indicated by your upturned  
     hands. Those with an aversion to wine may receive grape juice (in the center  
     of the ring) or commune in one kind (bread only). Those with a wheat allergy  
     may commune in one kind (wine only) or request a piece of rice cake.  If  
     you’re not comfortable to receive communion from servers, you may come  
     forward to get a packaged kit.  The Lord has prepared the welcome table.   
     Come and eat. 

 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION & SENDING OF COMMUNION                                       
 

+ SENDING + 
*BLESSING                                                                

 

*SENDING SONG: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”      Hymn 288                                                                                          

 
*DISMISSAL                                                            

   Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace! Proclaim this good news!      
   Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE            “With Trumpets and Horns” Handel 
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PRAYER CONCERNS: Gene Chandler; Lon Schmidt; Dean & Dixie 
Baumann; Betty Romich; Deb Rife; Jim Gottfried; Paul Amos; Virginia 
Berberick; Shannyn Swinehart; Dale Shroll; Barry Halter, Sr; Maveryck 
Breece; Cheryl Forman; and all first responders & healthcare workers 
 

HOLY BAPTISM is celebrated today in the life of Josephine Helen Egan, 
daughter of Michael & Cassie (Schindler) Egan.  Her sponsors are Joe & 
Miranda Loucks.  We celebrate with this family today as we welcome 
our new sister in Christ! 
 

THANK YOU to the anonymous donor who purchased poinsettias in our 
honor!  We greatly appreciate your generosity!  ~Pastor Barry, Beth, 
Bob, Diana, Linda, and Michelle 
 

JANUARY CROSSTALK is available for you to pick up on the table at the 
crosswalk. 
 

WORD ON WEDNESDAY resumes this week beginning at 7pm.  Join 
Pastor Barry in The Gathering Place for a discussion of the upcoming 
week’s lessons.  The lessons for next Sunday are Isaiah 42:1-9, Psalm 
29, Acts 10:34-43, and Matthew 3:13-17.  All are welcome!!! 
 

NEXT SUNDAY: An Epiphany Nativity Showcase/Chili Cook-off will take 
place after church.  Don't put away your nativity set!  Bring them to the 
church early next Sunday to be put out display for all to enjoy.  Each 
nativity set will be displayed by the owner. Please have the story 
behind the nativity set on a card, along with your name and any 
information to share (purchased from Walmart, a gift, a family 
heirloom, etc.).  If you wish to participate in the Chili Cook-off, bring 
your entry that day too!  Bring your own garnishes, toppings or 
anything that would help your presentation.  Table service, bowls, 
water and cornbread will be furnished.  Bring your own crockpot for 
your entry.  No names on crock pots or cover name up.  There will be 
voting for the entries which will be numbered (no names on entry 
please)   A prize will be awarded to the entry with the most votes!  Plan 
to stay for good fun and good food!  You don’t have to have an entry of 
chili to attend!  We need all of you to help be the judges so ALL are 
encouraged to come!  There will also be a silent auction with exciting 
items!!!  Plan to stay! 



THE MISSION OUTREACH line on your offering envelope will go to 
Project Noelle in January.  
 
CHRISTIAN FOOD CENTER: We are collecting toilet paper during 
January.  Please bring your donations forward during the offering and 
put them in the chancel.  No more containers please!  Thank you!  
 
IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN – annual kitchen cleaning!  Everyone is 
welcome to help out on Monday, January 16th starting at 9am and 
ending with a complimentary lunch.  Feel free to bring your own 
bucket and cleaning cloth.  There is a sign-up sheet at the crosswalk so 
we know how much food to make.  Thanks, WELCA Board 

 

JANUARY DUTIES:  
Acolytes: 1 – Caroline Baker & Abbi Ault  

                8 – Robert Roszman & Erica Ruhlen 
               15 – Drew & Jocelyn Leightey 
               22 – Caroline Baker & Robert Roszman 

              29 – Abbi Ault & Erica Ruhlen 
Assisting Ministers: 1 – Sheryl Clinger 
                                8 – Abbi Ault 
            15 – Robbi Sigler 
                               22 – Jim Ruhlen 
            29 – Matt Schultz 
Ushers:  Brent Gottfried, Mike & Missy Breidenbach, Becky Krock 

 Greeters: Bruce & Sue Decker (west)    
Readers: 1 – Darlene Mooney  
      8 – Caroline Baker 
     15 – Ana Barth 
     22 – Bruce Decker 
     29 – June Eier 

      Communion Assistants: Jill Eyestone & Jane Smalley 
           Drew & Jocelyn Leightey on the 8th    

     Host in The Gathering Place: 1 – June Eier/Jane Smalley 
                                                         8 – Craigs  
          15 – Marcia Geary 
          22 – Kelly Fahle/Ana Barth 
          29 – Nancy Ross  
 
 



       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Tuesday, January 3 

6:30pm – Advanced Bell practice  
Wednesday, January 4 
 8am-12:30pm – Wyandot Cares classes 
 7pm – Word on Wednesday 
Thursday, January 5 
 8am-12:15pm – Wyandot Cares classes 

7:30pm – Dartball @ Forest/Wharton 
Friday, January 6 
 8am-12:15pm – Wyandot Cares classes 
Sunday, January 8 
 9am – Adult Sunday School 
 10am – Worship 
 11am – Nativity Showcase/Chili Cook-off 

 
 
  

  



Necessary Truths 
This tragic account in Matthew’s gospel today comes as a 
bleak and jarring interruption in this season of joy. It is a 
hard text to hear and a hard text to preach. And yet this 
text speaks truths that we would do well to hear, in this 
and all seasons. 

This story of terror also invites us to see, confront, and 
lament the griefs and injustices in our world, none of 
which take a nice, neat break for the holidays. As the holy 
family fled to safety, so also do current populations of 
refugees, migrants, and asylum-seekers flee their 
homelands in search of security and opportunity. As Herod 
rages out of insecurity and fear, so also do our 
government and world leaders grapple and ever go to war 
over questions of power, authority, and control. As the 
trauma of violence gives way to inconsolable loss, so also 
do many in our midst know the sting of deep and even 
debilitating grief. 

This gospel account draws us beyond our own 
celebrations out to the persistent needs in our world. It 
challenges us to stand in solidarity and compassion with 
all who do not have the luxury of joy in this season. It 
gives us permission to honor the griefs and struggles that 
we are too often told have no place in Christmas cheer 
and celebration. 

Howard Thurman, in his poem “The Work of Christmas,” 
reminds his listeners that when the bustle of holiday 
celebrations is through, the needs of the world remain. 
The true work of the season is hearing the call of the 
vulnerable and powerless infant Christ, and going forth to 
attend to the needs of our neighbors and to work toward 
a world of peace and provision that is truly good news for 
all people. 


