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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran – April 11, 2021 
120 North 8th Street, Upper Sandusky, Ohio 43351 

Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday 8am-12pm, 1-5pm 
Phone: 419-294-2831, Fax: 419-294-5542 

Pastor Barry Halter, Jr.: 419-852-9823 
Listen live on WYNT 95.9 FM or watch the video on Facebook 



PRELUDE BY THE PRAISE BAND: “Hallelujah”  
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

CONFESSION 
Most merciful God, we humbly admit that we 
need your help.  We confess that we have 
wandered from your way: we have done wrong, 
and we have failed to do what is right. You alone 
can save us. Have mercy on us: wipe out our sins 
and teach us to forgive others. Bring forth in us 
the fruit of the Spirit that we may live as 
disciples of Christ.  This we ask in the name of 
Jesus our Savior. Amen. (from an Australian Prayer Book) 
 

GATHERING SONG: “How Deep the Father’s Love For Us”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
     Verse 1 

How deep the Father's love for us 
How vast beyond all measure 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure 
How great the pain of searing loss 
The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory 

     Verse 2 
Behold the Man upon a cross 
My sin upon His shoulders 
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers 
It was my sin that held Him there 
Until it was accomplished 
His dying breath has brought me life 
I know that it is finished 



     Verse 3 
I will not boast in anything 
No gifts no pow’r no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ 
His death and resurrection 
Why should I gain from His reward 
I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart 
His wounds have paid my ransom 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35 

…The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING:  1 John 1:1—2:2 

…The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.   
 
GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter.   
        Glory to you, O Lord. 
        …This is the Gospel of our Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON                                      Pastor Barry Halter, Jr. 
 
RESPONSE SONG: “10,000 Reasons”                      

Chorus 
     Bless the Lord O my soul O my soul 
     Worship His holy name 
     Sing like never before O my soul 
     I'll worship Your holy name 



Verse 1 
     The sun comes up it's a new day dawning 
     It's time to sing Your song again 
     Whatever may pass and whatever lies before      

         me 
          Let me be singing when the evening comes 

Chorus 

Verse 2 
     You're rich in love and You're slow to anger 
     Your name is great and Your heart is kind 

     For all Your goodness I will keep on singing 
     Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find 

Chorus 

Verse 3 
     And on that day when my strength is failing 
     The end draws near and my time has come 
     Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 
     Ten thousand years and then forevermore 

Chorus 

Ending 
     Worship Your holy name 
     Lord I'll worship Your holy name 

 

EASTER CREED 
I believe in the God of Easter morning who 
awakes us from our darkest dreams and leads us 

into the light of a new day, who meets our 
pessimism with stunning hope of angelic 
proclamation. 
 

I believe in the God of Easter Day who beats us to 
the obstacles in our lives and empties the dark 
tomb for us; who appears in surprising ways 
when we least expect it; walking with us on our 
detours.  



I believe in the God of Easter evening who breaks 
into our closets and prisons, bringing peace and 
crushing our fear. 
 

I believe in the risen Lord who meets us with 
wounds on his hands and feet; who grants us his 
spirit, sending us out to bring Shalom to the 
world.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

COVID-FRIENDLY SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

OFFERING MUSIC 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

COMMUNION 
 

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT/BLESSING 
 

SENDING SONGS:  
“Lord I Lift Your Name on High”                                                         

Verse 
     Lord I lift Your name on high 
     Lord I love to sing Your praises 

     I'm so glad You're in my life 
     I'm so glad You came to save us 

     Chorus 
          You came from heaven to earth to show the way 
          From the earth to the cross my debt to pay 
          From the cross to the grave 
          From the grave to the sky 
          Lord I lift Your name on high 



     Verse 

     Chorus 

”Awesome God” 

     Chorus 
          Our God is an awesome God 
          He reigns from heaven above 
          With wisdom pow'r and love 
          Our God is an awesome God 
 

     Repeat 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
POSTLUDE                  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER CONCERNS: Tim & Karen Koehler, Marjorie 
Koehler, Erika Merrick, Deb Rife, Bobbie (Roszman) 
Stever, Shannyn Swinehart, Judy Thornhill, Barb Simon, 
all first responders & frontline workers 
 
THE APRIL CROSSTALK is available for you to pick up in 
the vestibule if you haven’t already gotten one. 
 
THE MISSION OUTREACH line on your offering envelope 
for April will go to our local Habitat for Humanity house. 
 
CHRISTIAN FOOD CENTER: We are collecting pancake 
mix & syrup during April.  Please put your donations on 
the table in the vestibule. 
 
SCHOOL KIT & PERSONAL CARE KIT ITEMS NEEDED:  
blue or black ballpoint pens, blunt scissors, boxes of 16 or 
24 count crayons, pencil sharpeners, unsharpened #2 
pencils with erasers, 70-80 count notebooks, rulers with 
inches & centimeters, 2½ inch eraser, light-weight dark-
colored bath-size towels, bath-size bars of soap, adult-
size toothbrushes in original packaging, sturdy combs, 
and metal nail clippers You can put your donations in the 
box in the vestibule.  Thanks in advance! 
 
OTHER ITEMS NEEDED: old blankets, bed spreads, 
mattress pads, flannel/cotton sheets, and used curtains to 
be used for the middle of quilts.  You can leave your 
donations in the vestibule. 

 
 
 
 
 



On the Other Side of Fear 
The very last verse of this morning’s gospel comprises what 
scholars believe to be the original ending of Mark. 
Somewhat alarmingly, the final words are “they were afraid” 
(Mark 16:8). If you crack open your Bible today, you’ll see a 
few other paragraphs and endings beyond this verse; 
however, Mark 16:8 is thought to have been the original end 
to the book. 

As people who are used to greeting Easter morning with 
flowers, banners, trumpets, and boisterous hymns, this 
original ending to Mark, filled with fear and silence, isn’t 
quite what we expect to find at the empty tomb! The end of 
Mark’s Easter story can feel disquieting; maybe that’s why a 
faithful person added another ending or two. 

Fear and silence are hallmarks of human life. Anyone who 
says they have never been afraid is either living under a 
rock or probably not sharing the full truth of their 
experience of things. As vulnerable human creatures, we are 
susceptible to fear, which can cascade into silence at our 
worst when we are most frightened. That is exactly where 
we meet the disciples today. 

Yet someone, sometime, somewhere, had to have said 
something, or else we would not be here worshiping at 
Easter. At some point joy crept up and leapt over the 
disciples’ terror and paralysis. At some point the words were 
blurted out and released into the air with gladness: “Christ is 
risen, alleluia!” 

Today, we enter the story on the other side of fear and 
silence. Someone among those disciples did indeed proclaim 
the truth: Christ is risen! We can rest assured knowing that 
despair and death don’t have the last word. Drawn into the 
resurrection life of Jesus, we are invited to take part in this 
movement of God, shouting with loud praise, “Christ is risen 
indeed! Alleluia!” 


