February 2021

February 7
Isaiah 40:21-31
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
1 Corinthians 9:16-23
Mark 1:29-39

February 14
2 Kings 2:1-12
Psalm 50:1-6
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Mark 9:2-9

February 17 (Ash Wednesday)
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
Psalm 51:1-17
2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

February 21
Genesis 9:8-17
Psalm 25:1-10
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

February 28
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Psalm 22:23-31
Romans 4:13-25
Mark 8:31-38
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Hello February! I like February. For me, February
brings a sense of anticipation. There are many things that I
begin to look forward to during the month of February. Some
are admittedly self-serving, while others are family and faith
oriented. January is just cold…period. But, during February,
the daylight hours become noticeably longer. It was after five
o’clock yesterday when the sun went down! The anticipation builds for things to come.
Warmer days mean I can get the motorcycle out again! The walleye will soon be coming in
from all parts of Lake Erie and Lake St. Claire, into the Maumee and Sandusky Rivers for
the spring spawn run. Pitchers and catchers will soon be reporting to Spring Training,
baseball will be here soon! Big 10 basketball is in full conference mode and March madness
is right around the corner. So many personal interests to anticipate. But… I still have to
wait! In reality is it still quite cold, the days are still short and the nights long. There are
likely more snow days coming.
February also gives me some time to prepare for those things for which I anticipate.
February gives me time to get the motorcycle ready for spring. Time to check cables, get
tires replaced, and oil changed. February gives me time to tie up the leaders and jig heads
I need before stepping into the cold crisp waters in late March searching for walleye. It
gives me time to work with my boys on their gloves, bats, and arms before baseball starts.
It gives us some time to do a little trash talking about who’s the best bracket builder and
which teams might be the bracket buster this season, as scout teams for March Madness.
February also brings us the beginning of Lent. Lent is a season of preparation. For
me lent is an opportunity to spend forty days preparing for Holy Week. Forty days to
prepare physical, emotionally, and spiritually for what is always a very meaningful and
powerful week of worship.
This year I invite you to join me in this time of preparation by reading “A Story to
Tell- Devotions for Lent 2021.” Each day of this Lenten devotional includes a scripture
reading, a short reflection, a short story, and a prayer. I will be posting my thoughts
about the daily devotion on our Facebook page. I hope you read and follow along. I
encourage you to use the comment feature to continue the conversation from the daily
devotional.
My hope is that we can have an in-person Ash Wednesday service to begin this
season of preparation. If not…please know that we have contingency plans in place and
more information will be coming as the day approaches. Also, please note that our
Wednesday evening services will be on Facebook only. This gives our building an
opportunity to “rest” between in person worship services on Sunday (we hope). More
information about the Wednesday Lenten services can be found in this newsletter.
I pray that this time of anticipation and preparation brings you a sense of hope and
peace through our crucified and risen savior Jesus Christ.
God’s Peace,
Pastor Barry

2 – Lyle Gottfried
2 – Mara Smalley
4 – Noah Black
4 – BJ Ford
4 – Creston Getz
4 – Jessica Hetzel
6 – Flo Eley
7 – Ron Gottfried
9 – Scott Ogg
11 – Judy Ault
12 – Deb Rife
13 – Lon Schmidt
13 – Andrea Vanderpool
17 – Rose Marie Amos
17 – Andrea Schneider
18 – Ben Patchett
18 – Seth Patchett
18 – Virginia Schmidt
21 – Mike MaGinn
24 – Dan Kiehl
25 – Karen Koehler
26 – Jessica Craig
26 – Matt Craig

10 – Sherm & Sally Stansbery
13 – Ginny & Ed Berberick
18 – Steve & Jill Eyestone

We are collecting HAND SOAP for the
Christian Food Center this month.
Place your donations on the table
in the vestibule.
Thanks for your help!

We’re collecting…

Please drop off in
the vestibule at
the back of the
church.

Women’s Lenten Luncheons

The format for the 49th annual luncheon is changed this year.
There will be no in person lunches and talks in 2021 because of
the pandemic. Instead, all of the talks will be over our local
Christian radio station New Vision FM 90.1. The talks will be
broadcast each Wednesday from February 10 – March 31
between 12-12:30pm. The schedule is as follows:
February 10 – Pastor Becky King (Fairhaven Chaplain)
February 17 – Father Conrad (Transfiguration of Our Lord)
February 24 – Betsy Bowen (John Stewart Methodist)
March 3 – Jason Dezurick (Trinity Evangelical Methodist)
March 10 – Pastor Barry Halter (St. Paul Lutheran)
March 17 – Jenny Bacon Miller (First Presbyterian)
March 24 – Dianntha Lessig (Church of the Nazarene)
March 31 – Karin Donohoo (Apostolic Gospel Church)
In addition to the talks, there will be special music provided by
Pastor Eric Anderson and company from our local Church of the
Nazarene.
The Good Lord willing, we will again be meeting in person to
enjoy good food and fellowship in 2022, our 50th year!

Men’s Lenten Luncheons will NOT be held this year.
You’re invited to listen to the speakers listed above.

February’s Mission Outreach dollars
will go to the Salvation Army which
resides in the Open Door Resource
building. Their main fund raising effort
is the red kettle campaign. During the
year, the primary focus of Salvation
Army efforts is to respond to direct
requests, to accomplish things for
families like assistance with utilities,
rent, and gas for work transportation.
Please mark your
offering envelopes accordingly.
WELCA NEWS:
Ruth/Naomi Circle
will not meet this month.
Martha Circle will not meet
this month.

Lent begins on Wednesday,
February 17. We hope to have
worship at 7pm that evening
which will include the
imposition of ashes and Holy
Communion in some way. Please
join us for this reminder of our
Lenten journey.

REMINDER:
We hope to go back to
in person worship on February
14th!
We will let you know if that
changes.

Please consider joining us this year for Wednesday evening Lenten Services.
Wednesday Lenten services will look a little different this year. While the pandemic
numbers in the county are starting to decrease, we have made the decision to not hold inperson Wednesday evening services. WE WILL however, provide a mid-week service
similar to the services we provided during Advent. Every Wednesday evening at 7pm we
will post a worship video to our Facebook page. Our Facebook worship will include the
Evening Prayer (vespers) liturgy from our hymnal beginning on page 309. If you have a
hymnal at home feel free to sing along.
Our Wednesday evening services will also include a scripture reflection. The scripture selection will
come from, “A Story to Tell-Devotions for Lent 2021.” Copies of this devotional are available in the vestibule.
I hope to “see” you all on our Facebook page for these services. Please remember that you can always
comment on the services on Facebook. Our services also reach more people if you share it to your own news
feed. Thanks in advance!

