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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran – Jan. 17, 2021 
120 North 8th Street, Upper Sandusky, Ohio 43351 

Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday 8am-12pm, 1-5pm 
Phone: 419-294-2831, Fax: 419-294-5542 

Pastor Barry Halter, Jr.: 419-852-9823 
Listen live on WYNT 95.9 FM or on demand at www.stpaulupper.org 

http://www.stpaulupper.org/


+ GATHERING + 
PRELUDE             
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩one God, whose voice is 

upon the waters, whose mercy is poured out upon all 
people, whose goodness cascades over all creation.  
Amen 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of 
God. 

     Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, you search us and know us.  You are 
acquainted with all our ways.  We confess that our 
hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the 
broken systems that bind us.  We turn inward, 
failing to follow your outward way of love.  We 
distrust those who are not like us.  We exploit the 
earth and its resources and fail to consider 
generations to come.  Forgive us, gracious God, for 
all we have done and left undone. Even before the 
words are on our tongues, you know them; receive 
them in your divine mercy.  Amen. 

How vast is God’s grace!  Through the power and promise 
of ☩Christ Jesus, our sins are washed away and we are 

claimed as God’s own beloved.  Indeed, we are forgiven.  
In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we area called to be the 
beloved community living out Christ’s justice and the 
Spirit’s reconciling peace.  Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG: “Here I Am, Lord”                       Hymn 574 
1 "I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people 
cry. All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save. I, 
who made the stars of night, I will make their 
darkness bright. Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send?" 



Refrain 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you 
calling in the night. I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

  I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

2 "I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my 
people's pain. I have wept for love of them. They turn 
away. I will break their hearts of stone, give them 
hearts for love alone. I will speak my word to them. 

 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 
 

3 "I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor 
and lame. I will set a feast for them. My hand will 
save. Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be 
satisfied. I will give my life to them. Whom shall I 
send?"  Refrain 

 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

 
KYRIE                                                                    p. 147-148 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                              p. 149-150                                 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC BY REAGAN ROWE & EMILY RUHLEN 

 

+ WORD + 

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 
…The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
 1O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 

2You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you 
discern my thoughts from far away. 



3You search out my path and my lying down, and are 
acquainted with all my ways. 
4Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you 
know it completely. 
5You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand 
upon me. 
6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so 
high that I cannot attain it. 
13For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me 
together in my mother’s womb. 
14I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made. Wonderful are your works; that I know very 
well. 
15My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being 
made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the 
earth. 
16Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your 
book were written all the days that were formed for 
me, when none of them as yet existed. 
17How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast 
is the sum of them! 
18I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 
I come to the end—I am still with you. 

 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

…The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                  p. 151 
 
GOSPEL: John 1:43-51 
   The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter.   
   Glory to you, O Lord. 
  …This is the Gospel of our Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                                                Pastor Barry Halter, Jr. 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY: “Will You Come and Follow Me”   Hymn 798 
1 "Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don't know and never be the 
same? Will you let my love be shown, will you let my 
name be known, will you let my life be grown in you and 
you in me? 

 

2 "Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your 
name? Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the 
same? Will you risk the hostile stare, should your life 
attract or scare? Will you let me answer pray'r in you 
and you in me? 

 

3 "Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
 Will you set the pris'ners free and never be the same? 
 Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 

and admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 
 

4 "Will you love the you you hide if I but call your 
name? Will you quell the fear inside and never be the 
same? Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the 
world around, through my sight and touch and sound in 
you and you in me?" 

 

5 Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call 
my name. Let me turn and follow you and never be the 
same. In your company I'll go where your love and 
footsteps show. Thus I'll move and live and grow 

 in you and you in me. 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED                                                   p. 105                                                 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
      Following each petition: …Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE WITH NO CONTACT 
 

+ MEAL + 
OFFERING MUSIC       
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (spoken)                              p. 152 
 

PREFACE & HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                           p. 153 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                      p. 154 
 

“LAMB OF GOD…”                                                          p. 154                              
 

TAKING OF COMMUNION 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

FINAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

+ SENDING + 
SENDING/BLESSING 

God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; 
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩keep you in peace.  

Amen.   
 

SENDING SONG: “This Little Light of Mine”                Hymn 677 
 1 This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; this 

little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; this little 
light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine, let it shine, let it 
shine, let it shine. 

 

2 Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; ev'rywhere 
I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; ev'rywhere I go, I'm 
goin'-a let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

3 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; Jesus 
gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; Jesus gave it to 
me, I'm goin'-a let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, let 
it shine. 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Be the light of Christ.  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                        



REMINDER: We have suspended in-person worship through 
February 7th.  This also means the building is closed to any activities 
or meetings.  During this time, we will still broadcast a worship 
service on WYNT 95.9FM on Sundays at 10am along with a 
shortened Facebook video worship service.  While staying safe at 
home, take some time to listen and reflect on these services, catch 
up on your study of the Bible and prayer time, and reach out by 
phone to your church family and your loved ones.  These are 
difficult times for us all and we pray for your mental and physical 
health and safety! 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS: Kelly Fahle, Marjorie Koehler, Doug 
Kelly, Shannyn Swinehart, Paul Baum, Jim Pfeifer, Mary 
Orwick, Tim & Karen Koehler, John Foster, Pastor John Kerr, 
all first responders and frontline workers 
 

IF YOU DID NOT pick up your offering envelopes yet, please 
call the office to make arrangements to get them.  
 

2020 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS are ready.  Please let 
Beth know if you would like a copy of yours.  We do not send 
them to everyone, only those who ask for them.  Thanks! 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC...we are looking for people to provide special 
music for us.  Even if you live far away….you can send us your 
video and we can use that as part of our Facebook video 
worship service and we can pull the audio from it to use as part 
of our radio broadcast.  Please contact Linda Rinderknecht if 
you or a family member would like to do this! 
 

THE MISSION OUTREACH line on your offering envelope for 
January will go to the Synod’s On the Way campaign.  This is 
a journey of renewal and transformation of our communities as 
we walk with Jesus to make disciples, nurture new 
communities, and strengthen parishes.  Visit http://nwos-
elca.church/on-the-way/ to learn more about this. 
 

CHRISTIAN FOOD CENTER: We are collecting peanut butter 
and jelly during January.  Please put your donations on the 
table in the vestibule. 

http://nwos-elca.church/on-the-way/
http://nwos-elca.church/on-the-way/


Where Nothing Is Expected 
At one of his life’s worst intersections, when legs trembled 
and steps were mired in bogs of doubt, his companion 
looked into the man’s hollowing eyes and said, “I believe in 
you. I know you.” Have you ever needed such a word? 

The list is painfully long that names all of the circumstances 
and places from which it is assumed nothing good can 
come. Perhaps you have compiled your own catalog of those 
who fall short, the irredeemable neighborhoods, or the 
situations beyond hope in the life of others. Perhaps you 
find yourself on someone else’s list, among those whose life 
and plight has been dismissed as “nothing good.” So it was 
thought of Jesus, whose life was rooted in the hillside soil of 
a sidetracked town—Nazareth—where nothing remarkable, 
not much at all, was expected to grow up. That town and its 
people were on the “unfavorable” list. 

It is a riddle of scripture that the likes of Philip (or Peter, 
John, James, and Andrew—those gospel familiars) would, 
seemingly without discernment or a second thought, leave 
everything when Jesus interrupted his settled life and bid 
him, “Follow me.” For Nathanael, it was different. He took 
an honest and reasonable step back. He knew all the talk 
about nothing good coming from Nazareth. 

So many of our stories wither and so much of who we are 
dies when we are confronted with the “I know about you” 
list of painful failures instead of a loving, hopeful invitation 
to “come and see” (John 1:46). 

There is a mighty mercy, an opening of heaven itself before 
our very eyes, a retelling of each “Nazareth” in our lives if 
we dare to “come and see” Jesus. Then that painful, long, 
imposed or self-inflicted list is no longer our truth because 
we, in seeing Jesus, begin to see ourselves and others as 
Jesus does. An epiphany happens: “I believe in you.” 
 


