November 2020

November 1
Revelation 7:9-17
1 John 3:1-3
Matthew 5:1-12

November 8
Amos 5:18-24
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13

November 15
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30

November 22
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46

November 29
Isaiah 64:1-9
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-37
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The Gift That Continues to Give
This month I wanted to share with you a part of
my ministry that began as a gift. In January 2017 I was
gifted a cross necklace that was crafted by bending and
fastening horseshoe nails. The gift was given to me by
Pastor Seth Bridger. Pastor Seth was helping teach a
Jan-Term class on current trends in youth ministry. During one of the class sessions
Pastor Seth passed around a bucket that contained miscellaneous trinkets that had been
laying around the Admissions office at the seminary. Scattered amongst the pens, pins,
stress balls, and key chains, were several of these horseshoe nail crosses. I was relieved
when there were still a few left when the bucket got to me. The cross held an immediate connection for
me. My brother is a farrier (he shoes horses) in his spare time. The cross gave me a connection to home
and reminded me of Christ my savior.
The cross was just the right size to hold in my hand while I prayed or meditated. I wore the gifted
cross daily for over a year and a half. It became a habit to hold on to the cross when I was praying or
thinking, or trying to put together sentences for seminary papers that made sense. The cross necklace
became part of my spiritual journey.
In late June 2018, I had the privilege of traveling with members of the Ascension Lutheran Church
youth group to the Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas. Part of the experience at the
Gathering was a Service Day. For our service day we traveled to the Third Ward of
Houston. We were given the assignment to rehab a two-mile section of an old rail line
that had been converted into a walking and bicycle trail. While we were working on the
trail our guide for the day and I started talking. She shared that her teenage son was
struggling with his faith and wanted to know if I would pray with her. After we prayed,
she commented on the cross that I was wearing. I took it off and gave it to her to give to
her son. I told her that I hoped it would be as comforting to him as it had been for me.
The next day I began to realize how much I held on to that cross during the course of a day. I
happened to run into Pastor Seth at the Gathering (what a small world)! I asked him where he got the
necklace. Unfortunately, he did not know because they were there already in the office when he arrived
a few years earlier. That night I began scouring the internet to find a replacement. I could not find one.
A few months later I was sitting in class and noticed a classmate, Adelle, wearing the same cross.
She had also taken it out of that bucket two years ago. I explained how much I liked my cross and what
had happened to it. She shared how much she enjoyed hers as well. We both agreed that we could not
find replacements anywhere. Later in the week, on my birthday, Adelle gave me her cross. We prayed,
we shed tears, we parted ways.
Two weeks later, Michelle and I were at the AT&T store. The customer service rep commented
on the cross necklace. She inquired where she might get one for her father as a Christmas present. Her
dad is a Baptist Minister and she thought it would make a great gift. I took off the cross and gave it to
her. “I hope it serves him as well as it has served me,” I said. We prayed, we shed tears, we parted
ways.
That evening I called my brother and asked him for some nails. After many failed attempts, I
learned how to make the crosses on my own. I still wear one nearly every day. I still give them away
when people ask about them. In total, I would guess I have given away over 100 cross necklaces.
Sometimes we pray, sometimes we cry. I always hope the gift serves them as well as it has me.
God’s Peace,
Pastor Barry
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2 – Deb Berg
3 – Nancy Nocera
6 – Charlene Williams
9 – Jay Leslie
14 – Jacob Badenhop
17 – Betty Hanke
17 – Jim Koehler
18 – Jaret Bricely
18 – Pat Dickey
18 – Abigail Diem
19 – Missy Breidenbach
20 – Jim Eley
20 – Chuck Swinehart
21 – Barbara Stief
23 – Shannyn Swinehart
24 – Larry Ross
24 – Jennifer Sweigard
26 – Collyn Badenhop
27 – Rodney Ohler
27 – Jenna Wenger
28 – Dixie Baumann
28 – Bruce Grafmiller
30 – Owen Hetzel

6 – Rick & Rinda Kraus
8 – Matt & Annette Grafmiller
19 – Steve & Linda Swihart
22 – Billy & Rachel Dickey
24 – Paul & Linda Kroeger-Baum
29 – Bert & Ailsa Dible

We are collecting TOILETRIES for the
Christian Food Center this month.
Place your donations on the table
in the vestibule.
Thanks for your help!

On Sunday,
November 1, we will
be remembering all
the saints who have
entered the Church
Triumphant since
last year. Their
names will be read
and the church bell
tolled for each one.
In addition, as in
years past, we will
be lighting candles
in remembrance of
those who have
died. Please join us
and experience this
wonderful
remembrance of our
departed ones!

Ruth/Naomi Circle
will meet
Wednesday,
November 11th at
9:30am at We Luv
Yogurt.

The Adult Sunday School is
starting back up at 9am on
Sunday, November 8th. They
will meet in The Gathering
Place each Sunday morning.
We encourage and invite all
adults to join this class!

November’s Mission Outreach dollars will go to
the Cub Scout pack that we are chartering.
Please mark your offering envelopes accordingly.

Martha Circle will meet
Thursday, November 12th
at 7pm
in The Family Space.
Please bring
Thanksgiving cards.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!!
It’s that time of year to decorate our church for Christmas! Thanks
to Brenda Koehler for once again agreeing to head up this task!!!
We will get all of the decorations out and ready to go on Sunday,
November 22th. So please stay after church to help do that. Then
on Monday at 6:30pm we will be doing all of the decorating. It
really is a lot of fun and if enough people show up, it doesn’t take
long at all. Please be a helper!!!

St. Paul’s annual Thankoffering service will look
th
different this year like everything else! November 15
is the day we are calling the Thankoffering service.
Please bring your Thankoffering envelope that day if you
have one. If not, just use a plain envelope and label it
“Thankoffering”. Half of the money received through
those envelopes will go to the National WELCA and the
other half to the Christian Food Center. There will also
be a special offering that day to benefit Open Door
Resource Center. A basket will be placed beside the
offering box for your donations.
Hope to see you all!

We all stood eagerly at the edge of the swimming pool and watched as the camp counselor
rubbed a watermelon in Crisco. This wasn’t one of those puny, round, seedless watermelons
either. It was twice as long as it was wide, and it had seeds in it – you know, like watermelons
are supposed to. He threw the watermelon into the middle of the pool, and when he yelled go,
about 30 scouts from four different packs jumped into the pool, flailing and kicking, trying to
get to the watermelon first and claim it for his pack. It was kind of like trying to recover a
fumbled football, except it was a watermelon… rubbed with Crisco… in a swimming pool.
Somehow, through all of the splashing and chaos, I made a break for it. I managed to get the
watermelon to the edge of the pool and hoist it over the side, claiming it for the pack. I was one
of the youngest scouts in our pack that year, but on that night, I was the hero. We took it back
to camp with us and ate it for dinner, along with barbeque chicken that was cooked, where
else, but over the fire.
St. Paul Lutheran Church is now the charter organization for Cub Scout Pack 125 here in Upper
Sandusky. In scouting, the charter organization provides guidance, encouragement, meeting
facilities, and other means of support for the scouting organization and partners with the pack
to identify areas of mutual and overlapping missional interest. The scouts in Pack 125 need us,
the people of St. Paul, to support them just as we would our own youth. This support can come
in a number of ways: providing a place to meet and store supplies, organizing and housing a
uniform exchange program, sewing badges onto uniforms, providing opportunities for and
assisting with service projects, and yes, providing financial support. Scouting can be expensive.
There are membership fees, uniform costs, awards, campouts, and monthly pack meeting
activities just to name a few expenses. The Mission Outreach dollars for the month of
November have been designated by council to support Pack 125. First and foremost, these
donations will be used to assist scouts in paying their membership fees. My goal, as both
Cubmaster and Charter Representative, is to never have to turn a child away from scouting
because they can’t afford it, and St. Paul can help with this.
I didn’t write about my watermelon exploits so you would pick me to be on your team the next
time you are competing to pluck produce from a swimming pool. I wrote about it because 25
years later, I can still remember how it felt to be the young, awkward kid that won the
watermelon for his pack. Kids want to feel wanted and valued and be a part of something
important. They want to learn new skills and have fun and go camping and hiking and fishing.
And they want to shove a watermelon over the side of a pool and be mobbed by eight of their
closest friends – and scouting provides all of this and so much more. Please prayerfully consider
supporting Cub Scout Pack 125 with your Mission Outreach offering in the month of November.
Blessings,
Shawn Schneider

