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St. Paul Lutheran
120 North 8th Street
419-294-2831
spupper120@att.net

Pastor:
Barry Halter, Jr.
419-852-9823
bhalterster@gmail.com

and his family!!!
PASTOR BARRY, MICHELLE,
ISAAC, HANNAH, & JACOB
Pastor Barry’s first Sunday leading
worship will be Sept. 13th. He will be
installed here at St. Paul during
worship on September 20th. Please
call the office the week prior to let us
know you will be coming. We want to be
sure we have room for everyone!
Check your inbox and bulletin
announcements for more details as we
get closer to the date!
This is an exciting time for St. Paul!!!
Praise God!!!

Worship Assistant:
Shawn Schneider
Administrative Assistant:
Beth Collins
419-294-8326
bethjcollins@sbcglobal.net
Office Hours:
Closed Monday & Wednesday
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday:
8am-12pm, 1-5pm
Website:
www.stpaulupper.org

2020 Council Members:
Missy Breidenbach 419-310-0563
BJ Ford 419-619-2166
Brenda Koehler 419-310-1445
John Krock 419-310-4213
Michelle Ohler 419-348-2824
Nancy Ross 419-209-2468
Carol Roszman 419-209-2591
Shawn Schneider 937-726-3831
Robbi Sigler 740-751-3821

Back in early June, actor and singer Ben Platt released a
song titled, “Everything I Did to Get to you.” The lyrics of the
song describe some of the life experiences that a person goes
through before meeting the person they ultimately begin a
relationship with. Back in June, I was confident that I would be
approved for ordination so that I could begin the assignment
process. That process provided very positive results, and here
we are together after a long journey. I want to share a few of the things God led me through to
get to you.
I did not recognize it at the time, but God began my journey to you in April 2004 when I
was baptized and confirmed at Trinity Lutheran Church in Fort Recovery, Ohio. I know that
through the water and words of baptism, my life was changed and my journey to rostered
ministry had begun, even if I did not recognize it yet.
Over the course of the next several years Trinity went through a couple of leadership
changes. I was asked several times to consider accepting a nomination for a council spot. I was
reluctant to take the spot because we lived over an hour away from the church. Trinity Fort
Recovery is part of our family. When family asks for help, you do it. So, I accepted a council
nomination and position. That decision ultimately led to me volunteering to help with lay led
worship opportunities. Which led to my first preaching opportunity and me thinking, “Wow
God! Something is going on here. What do you have in mind?”
After, “just helping out the family,” for a couple years I had a conversation with my pastor,
Pastor Sharon Stonerock. I remember barely making it through the door of her office when she
quite confidently said, “You are going to Seminary.” Michelle and I had several conversations
and spent a lot of time praying. Part of that prayer process was attending a discernment retreat.
It was at that retreat where I heard God’s call to rostered ministry loud and clear through the
words of the hymn, “The Summons” (#798). I stood there thinking, “Wow God, THIS is the
plan?”
About a year and a half later, we were packing up to head to Trinity Lutheran Seminary at
Capital University. For me, and my family, seminary was a one of a kind experience. We learned
to adjust to a whole new culture both on and off campus. Michelle adjusted to a major change
in her career. The kids adjusted to leaving friends, making new ones, and acclimating to a new
school. Over the course of 96 credits, I learned a lot about scripture, church history, theology,
and ministry leadership. Throughout my seminary experience I also learned about who I was as a
ministry leader. At one point in my seminary experience I found myself standing next to a sign in
Grant Medical Center’s emergency department. The sign read, “Trauma Room: Authorized
Personnel ONLY” I was thinking, “Wow God, what happened that I qualify as ‘Authorized
Personnel’ at a Level 1 Trauma center?”
I have come to know that while God was preparing me for ministry in seminary, God was
also with you leading, guiding, and preparing you to be ready to call me as your next pastor. I am
so very humbled, and excited to be called to be your next pastor. We have done a lot to get to
each other and I find myself today thinking, “Wow God, that was a cool ride. I can’t wait to see
what You have in store for us next!”
God’s Peace!
Pastor Barry

Grace, Peace & Love from God, our Father, Jesus His Son & From the Holy Spirit, our Advocate:
Alleluia, Alleluia! Thanks be to God! We have found a pastor! We have officially called a pastor
& he has accepted our call to ministry at St. Paul, Upper Sandusky! The statements that I have
been repeating to you during the 3 years without a pastor have been realized. I said to you many
times that the God who had sustained & blessed St. Paul for more than 150 years would not now
abandon His church. I said to you that God was preparing someone to lead our people into the
future. How little did I know that indeed He was preparing someone still in seminary. We just
had to be patient. We can now rejoice; Pastor Barry Halter Jr. is our next pastor!
Three years ago when our full time pastor resigned, I started writing the article for the pastor’s
page in Crosstalk. Nancy Ross continued to do the same during her terms as council president in
2018-2019. I once more became council president this year & resumed writing for the newsletter.
It became prudent for me to write every other week once we were hit by Covid 19. Several times I
needed to write to you 3 weeks in a row. With the calling of Pastor Barry I believe my time of
writing to you is drawing to a close. I have enjoyed writing & have grown spiritually by having to
write. I found myself looking more closely for “God moments” & that’s a good thing.
My prayer for our church is that we will continue reaching out to our community & the larger
world with the message of salvation through Jesus Christ. I have always believed that our
message of Love & acceptance is the defining factor in the lives of so many who are searching.
I also pray that as a church we will welcome Pastor Barry, his wife Michelle, & children Isaac,
Hannah & Jacob into our family & community. May we all be willing to stretch ourselves to new
ways of doing things. Just because we have “always done it that way” doesn’t mean we can’t try
a new way.
Pastor Barry will be ordained at his home church in Fort Recovery, Oh on September 19 at 2pm &
installed at St. Paul on September 20 at St. Paul during the morning worship service. Our Bishop
Daniel plans to be here for the installation & will lead the worship service. Continue to check
your emails & announcements for further information about these 2 important events.
Again with one voice may we proclaim Alleluia, Alleluia! We have called a new pastor & he has
accepted God’s call upon his life & our call to ministry among us, the people of St. Paul Lutheran
in Upper Sandusky. Thanks be to God!
Carol

1 – Mike Hetzel
2 – Pastor Julie Hutson
2 – Drew Lamp
3 – David Craig
5 – Rachel Crawford
5 – Sandy Hemmerly
8 – Brian Fritz
9 – Jennifer Craig
10 – Chloe Gatchell
10 – Harrison Thacker
11 – Karen Fritz
11 – Helen Stalter
***HAPPY 100th!!!***
13 – John Beach
15 – Ailsa Dible
16 – Brandon Black
19 – Ryker Hetzel
21 – Anita Patchett
21 – Melissa Summit
24 – Darlene Mooney
26 – Kevin Schmidt
26 – Amelia Barth
28 – Jacob Hanning
29 – Shawn Schneider

1 – Christopher & Maureen Webster
2 – Jeff & Connie Wall
11 – John & Deb Grafmiller
21 – Jason & Amber Roszman
24 – John & Becky Krock
28 – BJ & Angie Ford

We are collecting CANNED FRUIT for the
Christian Food Center this month.
Place your donations on the table
in the vestibule.
Thanks for your help!

Ruth/Naomi Circle
will meet
Wednesday,
September 9th at
9:30am in Stepping
Stones Park. Please
bring a sack lunch!

September’s Mission Outreach dollars will go to
the Christian Food Center in loving memory of
Darlene Schaadt. Please mark your offering
envelopes accordingly.

Martha Circle will meet
Thursday, September 10th
at 4:30pm in the
white shelter house at
Harrison Smith Park.
Helen Burdena (Yarger) Stalter
will be 100 years old on Friday, September 11!!!
Her family had planned to have a party for her, but, due
to the pandemic, Fairhaven is locked down. They are
organizing something special with Fairhaven to help
celebrate even though they cannot be there with her.
So, they are asking that we send cards or a greeting of
some kind. Her address is:
Helen Stalter
Fairhaven Community
850 Marseilles Avenue
Upper Sandusky, OH 43351

September 6
Ezekiel 33:7-11
Psalm 119:33-40
Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20

September 13

Can you believe that summer is almost
over? Ya know what that means? It’s
time for school to start! We will be
blessing all of our students, teachers,
and support staff on Sunday, September
6th during worship! Please be here to
support and share in the blessing of
these members of your church family!

Genesis 50:15-21
Psalm 103: [1-7] 8-13
Romans 14:1-12
Matthew 18:21-35

September 20
Jonah 3:10—4:11
Psalm 145:1-8
Philippians 1:21-30
Matthew 20:1-16

September 27
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
Psalm 25:1-9
Philippians 2:1-13
Matthew 21:23-32

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, we
will be sending 100 quilts this year.
We could send about 50 school kits if we
can get the following items by the end of
September:
16 blunt nose scissors
22 large pencil sharpeners
50 blue or black ballpoint pens
20 bars of soap (4oz)
Please put your donations in the vestibule
on the table and make sure to mark it LWR.
Thanks in advance!

