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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran – Aug. 9, 2020 
120 North 8th Street, Upper Sandusky, Ohio 43351 

Office Hours: 9 AM – noon, 1pm – 3pm 
Phone: 419-294-2831, Fax: 419-294-5542 

Listen live on WYNT 95.9 FM or on demand at www.stpaulupper.org 

http://www.stpaulupper.org/


***Please note that there will be no congregational singing.  The 
congregation WILL respond to the Confession and Forgiveness, 
Responsive Psalm, recite the Apostles’ Creed, and respond to the 
prayers.  Please follow all directions of the ushers and keep your 
masks on at all times while in the building.  If you would like to bring 
your hymnal from home, we encourage you to do so.  Please take 
everything with you from your pew and dispose of it at home.    

 

+ GATHERING + 
PRELUDE                       “Amazing Grace” arr. Wood 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS                                          

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩one God, whose steadfast love 

is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation to 
generation.  Amen 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

     Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your 
abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives.  
We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own 
efforts.  We fail to believe that you provide enough 
for all.  We abuse your good creation for our own 
benefit.  We fear difference and do not welcome 
others as you have welcomed us.  We sin in thought, 
word, and deed.  By your grace, forgive us; through 
your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life. 
Amen. 

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we 

have peace with God through ☩Christ Jesus, through whom 

we have obtained grace upon grace.  Our sins are forgiven.  
Let us live now in hope, for hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

 



GATHERING SONG: “Lift High the Cross” (sung by cantor) 

 Refrain 
 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
 till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 
  our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 
 

2 All newborn servants of the Crucified 
  bear on their brows the seal of him who died.  Refrain 
 

3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
  as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain 
 

4 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
  praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 
 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

 
KYRIE & CANTICLE OF PRAISE (sung by cantor)             p. 213-215 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC by Andrea Schneider  
 

+ WORD + 
FIRST READING:  1 Kings 19:9-18 

…The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE READING   Psalm 85:8-13   

8Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for he will speak 
peace to his people, to his faithful, to those who turn to him 
in their hearts. 
9Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear 
him, that his glory may dwell in our land. 
10Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and 
peace will kiss each other. 



11Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and 
righteousness will look down from the sky. 
12The LORD will give what is good, and our land will yield its 
increase. 
13Righteousness will go before him, and will make a 
path for his steps. 
 

SECOND READING:  Romans 10:5-15 

…The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.   
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (spoken by presiding minister) 
 
GOSPEL:   Matthew 14:22-33 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 14th chapter.   
        Glory to you, O Lord. 
        …This is the Gospel of our Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                                                      Gene Luidhardt, SAM 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” (sung by cantor)  

1 Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand,  
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn.  Through the storm, 
through the night, lead me on to the light.  Take my 
hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
 

2 When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near,  
when my life is almost gone, hear my cry, hear my call, 
hold my hand lest I fall.  Take my hand, precious Lord, 
lead me home. 
 

3 When the darkness appears and the night draws near,  
and the day is past and hone, at the river I stand, guide 
my feet, hold my hand.  Take my hand, precious Lord, 
lead me home. 
 

 
 
 
 



THE APOSTLES’ CREED                                                       
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
      Following each petition: …Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE WITH NO CONTACT 
 

+ THANKSGIVING + 
OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT   
 
OFFERING MUSIC          “Blessed Assurance” Knapp 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING (sung by cantor)              p. 219-220 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD                                         p. 220 

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                          p. 221 
 
FINAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 



+ SENDING + 
BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.   

God, the creator, ☩Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.   Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG: “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me” (sung by cantor) 

1 Jesus, Savior, pilot me 
   over life's tempestuous sea; 
   unknown waves before me roll, 
   hiding rock and treach'rous shoal; 
   chart and compass come from thee. 
   Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 
 

2 As a mother stills her child, 
   thou canst hush the ocean wild; 
   boist'rous waves obey thy will 
   when thou say'st to them: "Be still." 
   Wondrous sov'reign of the sea, 
   Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 
 

3 When at last I near the shore, 
   and the fearful breakers roar 
   twixt me and the peaceful rest, 
   then, while leaning on thy breast, 
   may I hear thee say to me: 
   "Fear not, I will pilot thee." 

 

DISMISSAL:    
Go in peace.  Christ is with you.   
Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE              “Raise Now Your Song on High” Saint-Seans  
 



PRAYER CONCERNS: Joyce Koehler, Janis Eippert, Bonnie 
Menningen, Jim Pfeifer, Mary Orwick, Tim & Karen Koehler, Rick 
Judy, Pastor John Kerr, Darlene Schaadt, Wyandot Cares 
 
WELCA MEETINGS:  Ruth/Naomi Circle will meet Wednesday at 
9:30am at Stepping Stones Park.  Please bring a sack lunch.  
Martha Circle will meet Thursday at 4:30pm in the white shelter 
house at Harrison Smith Park.  All women are invited and 
encouraged to attend one or the other or both!    
 
HELP NEEDED:  Volunteers are needed for Wyandot Cares as 
they provide respite care one day a week if schools would need 
to go to full time remote learning.  They would help with 
homework, clean and sanitize the facility they are using, 
supervise the kids and other easy tasks.  Please let the office 
know if you would like to volunteer for this.  
 
REQUEST:  Just like every other aspect of our lives the 
pandemic is affecting our Music Ministry here. We will not be 
resuming normal choirs this year at the present time. I NEED 
people to help provide special music and help with hymn singing. 
If individuals are interested in the hymn singing but don't want to 
do it alone, let me know. We can space up to three people out up 
front. The Senior choir will not begin as normal for sure. You can 
text me at 419-310-1198 or email me 
at rinderknechtlinda@gmail.com.  I'm sure that we are all praying 
that this situation passes and we can resume life at least 
somewhat as normal. Remember, God is good and He is in 
control!!  Musically in Christ, Linda Rinderknecht 
 
THE WELCA FALL RETREAT that was originally scheduled for 
October has been cancelled.   
 
THE MISSION OUTREACH line on your offering envelope for 
August will go to providing a treat to the 200 staff members at 
Fairhaven. 
 
FOOD PANTRY: We are collecting boxed meal kits or helper 
meals this month.  Please put your donations on the table in the 
vestibule. 

mailto:rinderknechtlinda@gmail.com


Take Heart 
We who gather for worship each week know what it is like 
to feel terrified. We may not be on a literal boat being 
tossed by the waves, as are the disciples in the gospel story 
today, but our lives are often rocked by the circumstances 
we experience. Sometimes the howling wind that buffets our 
boat is a terrifying health diagnosis. The waves that batter 
us about might be financial ruin, marital struggles, the 
demands of caregiving, or a myriad of other issues. We are 
not strangers to feeling out of control or scared. 

Some of us barely made it here today. We are out of energy 
and exhausted by living in fear. Jesus meets us in the midst 
of our worry and says, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid” 
(Matt. 14:27). He sings it to us in the hymns of our faith, 
speaks it to us in scripture, and feeds us with it in the meal. 

As we turn to a hymn and open our weary lips to sing, Jesus 
is present in the words and melodies that God’s people have 
been singing for a very long time. We sing these hymns in 
the chapters of our lives when the seas are calm, and when 
we are certain we are about to capsize. 

When someone stands to read a piece of scripture we have 
heard dozens of times, Jesus comes to us afresh as we hear 
that word with troubled or peaceful hearts. Christ meets us 
in the ancient texts that never get old, offering us stability 
when our little boats seem dwarfed by the raging sea. 

We approach the table, steady or perhaps trembling; when 
we feel beloved and when we are deeply aware of our 
captivity to sin. Each time, we reach out with our cupped 
beggar hands, and Jesus offers himself to us: “Take heart, it 
is I; do not be afraid.” 

 


