August 2020

August 2
Isaiah 55:1-5
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21
Romans 9:1-5
Matthew 14:13-21

August 9
1 Kings 19:9-18
Psalm 85:8-13
Romans 10:5-15
Matthew 14:22-33

August 16
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
Psalm 67
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28

August 23
Isaiah 51:1-6
Psalm 138
Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20

August 30
Jeremiah 15:15-21
Psalm 26:1-8
Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 16:21-28
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2020 Council Members:
Missy Breidenbach 419-310-0563
BJ Ford 419-619-2166
Brenda Koehler 419-310-1445
John Krock 419-310-4213
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Grace, Peace, Love and Mercy from God, our Father, Jesus, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, our Advocate:
Did you ever consider that maybe the whole Jesus story and the Bible as God’s word is all just a hoax? Did you
ever have a doubt that God created the world and all that is in it? Did you ever consider that maybe Christianity is
just a conspiracy made up by a few individuals to deceive generations of people?
A long time ago I was told that when I write, I should write about things I know something about or things I have
experienced. On Friday, July 10th I received a call from the Wyandot County Home advising me that my sister,
Judy, was at the beginning of her end of life journey. I was asked if I wanted her taken to the ER or if I wanted to
be contacted by hospice. I hesitated because I was shocked. I was just speechless. After more conversation I
chose the hospice path and signed the papers giving hospice control of Judy’s medical care that same afternoon.
The enormity of what I had done hit me like a ton of bricks. The burden was very great. I called several people
and texted a few others. I told one of the people, “I don’t know how much of this I can take.” I was told
repeatedly that I was loved, Judy was loved and that I would be supported by prayer. Still the burden was very
great.
Just 5 days later on the 15th we were called by the home and told to come quickly because the end was near. So
Darlene and I went to be with Judy. We were there the entire day. Pastor Ed Hunker arrived to share his love,
prayers and faith. Marilyn Lee spent the entire day with us. The hours were filled with prayer, quoting the 23rd
Psalm, and songs of the faith. Jesus Loves Me was one of the songs. Many times we told Judy that we loved her
and that she was going home to be with Jesus. She joined her heavenly family and her Lord at 6:04pm.
Then there were the final arrangements, the funeral and the family gathering at our home. There were many chores
and people to occupy my time and thoughts. This past weekend was the time that it finally hit me that Judy’s life
here on earth was over. I got to thinking about the fact that I am 70 years old and I have spent more than half of
my life living with Judy. Most of you know that Judy was mentally challenged and really wasn’t able to live on
her own. She lived with me as a child and young adult in our parent’s home and then she lived with Darlene and
me between 15 to 20 years. Together that’s half of my life.
Doubts about my faith then crept into my thoughts. When I encouraged Judy to go on home to Jesus was that all
just a fantasy to make myself feel better? Was this faith in God just a hoax to make people feel better when the
pain of losing someone was so great? I asked several friends if they really believed in heaven. I felt very sad. I
wasn’t just sad about Judy’s passing I felt like a traitor to my faith. Carol Roszman, who is church council
president, on the call committee and repeatedly talks about faith in Jesus Christ was having doubts.
Part of that doubt was erased yesterday in church. As part of the service our offering music played by Diana
McDonald was “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms.” I didn’t have the words written in front of me, but most of
them I know by heart. The 3rd verse especially is meaningful right now. “What have I to fear… I have blessed
peace with my Lord so near…Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms…leaning, leaning, leaning on the
everlasting arms.” So I do have doubts sometimes. I think it’s the evil one whispering to me. It is during those
times when I need to lean into Jesus. I need to lean into His strong arms, His everlasting arms. In the midst of
sadness I have a choice to make. Will I believe all that Jesus said or will I wallow in despair? With the great
“cloud of witnesses” who have gone on before me I choose to believe. I will “lean into Jesus, into His everlasting
arms” and “cast all my care upon Him, for He cares for me.” 1st Peter 5:7. Thanks be to God!
~ Carol

1 – Cullen Craig
1 – Sheryl Pfeifer
4 – Angie Ford
6 – Dorothy Leslie
8 – Taeylor Mullholand
8 – Alex Thiel
9 – Marge Forry
9 – Katy Ross
10 – Vicky Utley
11 – Brecklyn Badenhop
11 – Amanda Barth
11 – Chuck Hehr
***Happy 104th!!! ***
12 – Mary Rife
***Happy 90th!!!***
16 – Ryan Webster
21 – Jodi Smalley
22 – Lydia Black
23 – Rick Kraus
25 – Ruthie Schryer
26 – Dave Gottfried
27 – Jessica Ault
29 – Carol Matteson

1 – Bruce & Gena Grafmiller
1 – Jerry & Lorie Koehler
5 – Mike & Amy MaGinn
11 – Russ & LuAnn Lee
13 – Dustin & Jessica Stansbery
16 – Wayne & Marjorie Koehler
17 – David & Rosemary Craig
17 – Jim & Chloe Gatchell

We are collecting MEAL KITS & HELPER
MEALS for the Food Pantry this month.
Place your donations on the table
in the vestibule.
Thanks for your help!

Thank you to all for the words of love and
encouragement via cards, texts, calls, food
and most of all prayers before and after my
recent surgery. I’m sure they had a lot to do
with a good outcome. Blessings and peace to
you all.
~ Jackie Graeser

Ruth/Naomi Circle
will meet
Wednesday,
August 12th at 9:30am
in Stepping Stones
Park. Please bring a
sack lunch!

Just like every other aspect of our lives, the pandemic
is affecting our Music Ministry here. We will not be
resuming normal choirs this year at the present time.
I NEED people to help provide special music and help
with hymn singing. If individuals are interested in the
hymn singing but don’t want to do it alone, let me
know. We can space up to three people out up front.
The Senior Choir will not begin as normal for sure. If
the recent surge of cases in Wyandot County is
controlled we MIGHT be able to use a bell choir of up
to 6 people spaced out up front. I need to know from
Bell Choir members if there are any of you who are
willing to participate in this. Please let me know one
way or the other. You can text me at 419-310-1198 or
email me at rinderknechtlinda@gmail.com. We
would probably do 2-3 octave music so you wouldn’t
have to cover as much territory. Katie Clark and I
are going to be regularly working on solo bell music.
I’m sure that we are all praying that this situation
passes and we can resume life at least somewhat as
normal. Remember, God is good and He is in
control!!!
Musically in Christ, Linda Rinderknecht

Martha Circle will meet
Thursday, August 13th at
4:30pm in the
white shelter house at
Harrison Smith Park.

Music has been and continues to be an important part of worship at St. Paul. On June 19, 1927 the
congregation sang while they walked from the old church at 401 N. Sandusky Avenue to their new church
home at 120 North 8th Street. It must have been a glorious day as they entered in this beautiful sanctuary
for the first time. The old pump organ was moved with them to this building. The same pump organ was
used at the 125th celebration in June 1992. The pump organ rests in the Wyandot County Museum.
The sanctuary was filled with lit candles at the Christmas Eve service. The choir processed in to
Silent Night and then they performed a cantata.
At Easter sunrise service the high school choir performed for us.
The Messiah has been sung many times by a community choir with local soloists. It was revived a
few years ago.
St. Paul has hosted choir festivals in the past. Many Lutheran church choirs from surrounding
counties were invited. Each choir performed a single anthem then all the choirs joined together and sang
3 mass anthems.
The first performance of the youth musical “Tell It Like It Is” was held on July 18, 1971. 55
talented local youth performed it 50 times in and out of the state.
Music has been enjoyed by many people through Sing for Soup, piano, organ, vocal and senior
recitals. Bell choirs, drums, guitars, and trumpets have graced our church services. All the choirs through
the years provided special meaning to the church services. The organ and piano are the heart of the
church and it wouldn’t be St. Paul without them.
In these trying times we can still listen to the music and have good memories of music at St. Paul.
~ written by John Krock

