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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran – Aug. 2, 2020 
120 North 8th Street, Upper Sandusky, Ohio 43351 

Office Hours: 9 AM – noon, 1pm – 3pm 
Phone: 419-294-2831, Fax: 419-294-5542 

Listen live on WYNT 95.9 FM or on demand at www.stpaulupper.org 

http://www.stpaulupper.org/


***Please note that there will be no congregational singing.  The 
congregation WILL respond to the Confession and Forgiveness, 
Responsive Psalm, recite the Apostles’ Creed, and respond to the 
prayers.  Please follow all directions of the ushers and keep your 
masks on at all times while in the building.  If you would like to bring 
your hymnal from home, we encourage you to do so.  Please take 
everything with you from your pew and dispose of it at home.    

 

+ GATHERING + 
PRELUDE                “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart” Curtis 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS                                          

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩one God, whose steadfast love 

is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation to 
generation.  Amen 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

     Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your 
abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives.  
We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own 
efforts.  We fail to believe that you provide enough 
for all.  We abuse your good creation for our own 
benefit.  We fear difference and do not welcome 
others as you have welcomed us.  We sin in thought, 
word, and deed.  By your grace, forgive us; through 
your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life. 
Amen. 

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we 

have peace with God through ☩Christ Jesus, through whom 

we have obtained grace upon grace.  Our sins are forgiven.  
Let us live now in hope, for hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

 



GATHERING SONG: “Praise and Thanksgiving” (sung by cantor) 

1 Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer for all things 
living, you have made good: harvest of sown fields, fruits of 
the orchard, hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood. 

 

2 God, bless the labor we bring to serve you, that with our 
neighbor we may be fed.  Sowing or tilling, we would work 
with you, harvesting, milling for daily bread. 

 

3 Father, providing food for your children,  by Wisdom's guiding 
teach us to share one with another, so that, rejoicing 

  with us, all others may know your care. 
 

4 Then will your blessing reach ev'ry people, freely confessing 
your gracious hand.  Where you are reigning, no one will 
hunger; your love sustaining showers the land. 

 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

 
KYRIE & CANTICLE OF PRAISE (sung by cantor)             p. 213-215 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC by Sheryl Clinger  
 

+ WORD + 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 55:1-5 

…The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE READING   Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21   

8The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love. 
9The LORD is good to all, and his compassion is over all 
that he has made. 
14The LORD upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who 
are bowed down. 



15The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their 
food in due season. 
16You open your hand, satisfying the desire of every living 
thing. 
17The LORD is just in all his ways, and kind in all his 
doings. 
18The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on 
him in truth. 
19He fulfills the desire of all who fear him; he also 
hears their cry, and saves them. 
20The LORD watches over all who love him, but all the wicked 
he will destroy. 
21My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, and all 
flesh will bless his holy name forever and ever. 

 
SECOND READING:  Romans 9:1-5 

…The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.   
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (spoken by presiding minister) 
 
GOSPEL:   Matthew 14:13-21 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 14th chapter.   
        Glory to you, O Lord. 
        …This is the Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                                                      Gene Luidhardt, SAM 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”   
                                                                        (sung by cantor)  

1 Let us talents and tongues employ, reaching out with a shout 
of joy: bread is broken, the wine is poured, Christ is spoken 
and seen and heard. 

 

Refrain 
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word 
around: loaves abound!  Jesus lives again, earth can breathe 
again, pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

 

2 Christ is able to make us one, at the table he sets the tone, 



teaching people to live to bless, love in word and in deed 
express.  Refrain 

 

3 Jesus calls us in, sends us out bearing fruit in a world of 
doubt, gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Immanuel) 
ev'rywhere!  Refrain 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED                                                       

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
      Following each petition: …Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE WITH NO CONTACT 
 

+ THANKSGIVING + 
OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT   
 
OFFERING MUSIC          “Prayer for Peace” Taylor 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING (sung by cantor)              p. 219-220 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD                                         p. 220 

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                          p. 221 
 
FINAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

+ SENDING + 
BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.   

God, the creator, ☩Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.   Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG: “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” (sung by cantor) 

1 Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of 
human need, who upon the cross, forsaken, worked your 
mercy's perfect deed: we, your servants, bring the worship 

  not of voice alone, but heart; consecrating to your purpose 
  ev'ry gift which you impart. 
 

2 Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for 
bread; still the captives long for freedom; still in grief we 
mourn our dead.  As you, Lord, in deep compassion healed 
the sick and freed the soul, by your Spirit send your power 

  to our world to make it whole. 
 

3 As we worship, grant us vision, till your love's revealing light 
in its height and depth and greatness dawns upon our 
quickened sight, making known the needs and burdens your 
compassion bids us bear, stirring us to ardent service, your 
abundant life to share. 

 

4 Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name 
we go, to the child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds 
to show; hope and health, good will and comfort, counsel, 
aid and peace we give, that your servants, Lord, in freedom 

  may your mercy know and live. 
 

DISMISSAL:   Go in peace.  Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                  “Fantasia” Pachelbel  



 
PRAYER CONCERNS: Joyce Koehler, Janis Eippert, 
Bonnie Menningen, Jim Pfeifer, Mary Orwick, Tim & Karen 
Koehler, Rick Judy, Pastor John Kerr, Wyandot Cares 
 
HELP NEEDED:  Volunteers are needed for Wyandot 
Cares as they provide respite care one day a week if 
schools would need to go to full time remote learning.  
They would help with homework, clean and sanitize the 
facility they are using, supervise the kids and other easy 
tasks.  Please let the office know if you would like to 
volunteer for this.  
 
REQUEST:  Just like every other aspect of our lives the 
pandemic is affecting our Music Ministry here. We will not 
be resuming normal choirs this year at the present time. I 
NEED people to help provide special music and help with 
hymn singing. If individuals are interested in the hymn 
singing but don't want to do it alone, let me know. We can 
space up to three people out up front. The Senior choir will 
not begin as normal for sure. You can text me at 419-310-
1198 or email me at rinderknechtlinda@gmail.com.  I'm 
sure that we are all praying that this situation passes and 
we can resume life at least somewhat as normal. 
Remember, God is good and He is in control!!  Musically 
in Christ, Linda Rinderknecht 
 
THE MISSION OUTREACH line on your offering envelope 
will go to providing a treat to essential staff at Fairhaven 
during August. 
 
FOOD PANTRY: We are collecting boxed meal kits or 
helper meals this month.  Please put your donations on 
the table in the vestibule. 
 

 

mailto:rinderknechtlinda@gmail.com


Unreasonable Love 
Imagine throwing an impromptu dinner party for thousands 
of people. Looking out at the huge crowd, would you think, 
“Yeah, we can do this. It’ll be fun!”? Or would you look in 
your fridge, cupboards, and freezer and become absolutely 
certain there was not enough to go around? 

It is normal and human to look at the supplies available and 
make a judgment about whether or not something can be 
accomplished. It’s reasonable, even! But God’s kingdom is 
not reasonable. God’s kingdom defies all of our human 
expectations. 

It is not reasonable that the last shall be first. It is not 
reasonable that God would pour forgiveness on us when we 
hardly know how to confess. It is not reasonable that the 
disciples could feed thousands of people with just a few 
loaves and fishes. 

Thanks be to God for the unreasonable, unexpected grace 
we find in the kingdom! May we brim with gratitude that 
where we see limits, God knows what is possible. When we 
stare in shock at the Son of God nailed to the cross, we are 
sure it’s the end of the story, but God knows differently: 
love and life are unreasonably more abundant than hatred 
and death. 

When we bring whatever “loaves and fishes” we have in our 
cupboards to God, God blesses them and makes of them 
enough. At the Lord’s table, we find the mystery of Christ’s 
abundant presence in the bread and the wine. At the font, 
we are joined to the immeasurable, eternal covenant of 
being God’s beloved through the profuse waters of baptism. 
It’s preposterous, really, how lavishly, how unreasonably 
God loves the world! Let us rejoice in God’s unreasonable 
love and mercy, and join the feast. 

 


