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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran – July 5, 2020 
120 North 8th Street, Upper Sandusky, Ohio 43351 

Office Hours: 9 AM – noon, 1pm – 3pm 
Phone: 419-294-2831, Fax: 419-294-5542 

Listen live on WYNT 95.9 FM or on demand at www.stpaulupper.org 

http://www.stpaulupper.org/


***Please note that there will be no congregational singing.  The 
congregation WILL respond to the Confession and Forgiveness, recite 
the Apostles’ Creed, and respond to the prayers.  Please follow all 
directions of the ushers and keep your masks on at all times while in 
the building.  If you would like to bring your hymnal from home, we 
encourage you to do so.  Please take everything with you from your 
pew and dispose of it at home.    

 

+ GATHERING + 
PRELUDE           “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name” arr. Bish 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS                                          

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩one God, whose steadfast love 

is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation to 
generation.  Amen 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

     Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your 
abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives.  
We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own 
efforts.  We fail to believe that you provide enough 
for all.  We abuse your good creation for our own 
benefit.  We fear difference and do not welcome 
others as you have welcomed us.  We sin in thought, 
word, and deed.  By your grace, forgive us; through 
your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life. 
Amen. 

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we 

have peace with God through ☩Christ Jesus, through whom 

we have obtained grace upon grace.  Our sins are forgiven.  
Let us live now in hope, for hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

 



GATHERING SONG:  
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  (sung by cantor) 

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 
    all our sins and griefs to bear! 
    What a privilege to carry 
    ev'rything to God in prayer! 
    Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 
    oh, what needless pain we bear-- 
    all because we do not carry 
    ev'rything to God in prayer! 
 

2 Have we trials and temptations? 
    Is there trouble anywhere? 
    We should never be discouraged-- 
    take it to the Lord in prayer. 
    Can we find a friend so faithful 
    who will all our sorrows share? 
    Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness-- 
    take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 

3 Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
    cumbered with a load of care? 
    Precious Savior, still our refuge-- 
    take it to the Lord in prayer. 
    Do your friends despise, forsake you? 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
    In his arms he'll take and shield you; 
    you will find a solace there. 

Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

 
KYRIE & CANTICLE OF PRAISE (sung by cantor)             p. 213-215 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC by Cassie Hoy 
 
 



+ WORD + 
FIRST READING:  Zechariah 9:9-12 

…The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE READING   Psalm 145:8-14 

8The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love. 
9The LORD is good to all, and his compassion is over all 
that he has made. 
10All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, and all your 
faithful shall bless you. 
11They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, and 
tell of your power, 
12to make known to all people your mighty deeds, and the 
glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your 
dominion endures throughout all generations. 
The LORD is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all 
his deeds. 
14The LORD upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who 
are bowed down. 

 
SECOND READING:  Romans 7:15-25a 

…The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.   
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (spoken by presiding minister) 
 
GOSPEL:   Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th chapter.   
        Glory to you, O Lord. 
        …This is the Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                                                      Gene Luidhardt, SAM 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “We Give Thee but Thine Own” (sung by cantor) 

  1     We give thee but thine own, 
   whate'er the gift may be; 
   all that we have is thine alone, 
   a trust, O Lord, from thee. 



 

2     May we thy bounties thus 
   as stewards true receive, 
   and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
   to thee our firstfruits give. 
 

  3       The captive to release, 
   to God the lost to bring, 
   to teach the way of life and peace— 
   it is a Christlike thing. 
 

  4        And we believe thy word, 
   though dim our faith may be: 
   whate'er we do for thine, O Lord, 
   we do it unto thee.  

Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt. 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED                                                      p. 217 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
      Following each petition: …Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE WITH NO CONTACT 
 

+ THANKSGIVING + 
OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT   
 
OFFERING MUSIC             “Canzona” Mozart 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING (sung by cantor)              p. 219-220 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD                                         p. 220 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                          p. 221 
 
FINAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 



+ SENDING + 
BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.   

God, the creator, ☩Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.   Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG: “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” (sung by cantor)  
  1    O beautiful for spacious skies, 
   for amber waves of grain, 
   for purple mountain majesties 
   above the fruited plain: 
   America! America! 
   God shed his grace on thee, 
   and crown thy good with brotherhood 
   from sea to shining sea. 
 

2     O beautiful for heroes proved 
   in liberating strife, 
   who more than self their country loved, 
   and mercy more than life: 
   America! America! 
   May God thy gold refine, 
   till all success be nobleness, 
   and ev'ry gain divine. 
 

3     O beautiful for patriot dream 
   that sees beyond the years 
   thine alabaster cities gleam, 
   undimmed by human tears: 
   America! America! 
   God mend thine ev'ry flaw, 
   confirm thy soul in self-control, 
   thy liberty in law.        

Text: Katherine L. Bates, 1859-1929 
 

DISMISSAL:   Go in peace.  Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                      “Fanfare” Dubois 



PRAYER CONCERNS: the family and friends of Marcile McBride, 
Jackie Graeser, Bonnie Menningen, Janis Eippert, Jim Pfeifer, Mary 
Orwick, Judy Kaufman, Tim & Karen Koehler, Rick Judy 
 
OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is extended Jed & Marcia Geary on 
the passing of Jed’s sister, Marcile McBride.  Please keep this family 
in your prayers. 
 
MANY THANKS: to Jim Gatchell for constructing the offering box, 
Pfeifer Hardware for the rope on the pews, our Sewing Ladies for 
making the cloth masks, Koehler Drug for the medical masks and 
various supplies, all of those who prepared the service today, 
including Gene, Shawn, Bob, Diana, Linda and all those on the 
Worship & Music Team; everyone who is assisting and sharing their 
talents through music, cantoring, responses, etc.; and to YOU all for 
your patience and understanding as we learn this new way of 
worshipping together.  
 
REMINDER:  Don’t forget to call the office by noon on Friday to 
make your reservation for next Sunday. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS will be our artificial arrangements until further 
notice.  Thank you to those of you who had signed up to provide 
them.  Stay tuned for a date for resuming. 
 
HELP NEEDED:  If there are any individuals or whole families (who 
live in the same household) who are willing to sing hymns during our 
time of no congregational singing please let Linda Rinderknecht 
know (419-310-1198). 
 
WELCA NEWS: The Ruth/Naomi Circle will meet Wednesday, July 
8th at 9:30am at Stepping Stones Park.  Please bring a sack lunch.   
The Martha Circle will meet Thursday, July 9th at 4:30pm in the white 
shelter house in Harrison Smith Park.  Any and all women are 
invited to attend either circle meeting that fits into your schedule. 
 
THE MISSION OUTREACH line on your offering envelope will go to 
providing a treat to essential staff at Westbrook Assisted Living 
during July. 
 
FOOD PANTRY: We are collecting beef stew and rice.  Please put 
your donations on the table in the vestibule. 



Work That Restores 
What kind of rest is Jesus promising when he says, 
“Come to me, all you that are weary” (Matt. 11:28)? It 
isn’t about a day off, though given Jesus’ faithfulness to 
the Jewish Torah, sabbath rest is surely part of his 
vision for human life. But Jesus says, “Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn from me” (Matt. 11:29). These are 
words that mean work: a yoke is what you put on oxen 
so they can pull a plow. These words don’t sound like 
rest! But they invite us to do the work that really 
matters, instead of the work that only wearies our 
bodies and souls. 

Jesus invites us to take on his teaching and his way of 
working for the kingdom. He is gracious to those who 
follow him in this labor. He does not put impossible 
tasks on people or reject people because they are not 
perfect. This is how he brings rest for weary souls. This 
is what makes his burden light. 

Jesus also invites his followers to join him in doing the 
work that matters, the labor that satisfies: loving our 
neighbor, caring for the needy, seeking justice for those 
excluded, feeding the hungry, forgiving those who do 
harm, seeking liberation for people who are oppressed, 
teaching others that God is love for all. This is work that 
might make your body weary but will give life to your 
soul. This work might make you tired by the end of the 
day, but it is the kind of tired that feels satisfying and 
leads to good, restful sleep. 

To follow Jesus is to find ourselves working for the 
things that matter to our hearts and to God. What a gift 
to follow such a gracious, gentle, and humble Lord. 

 


