June 2020

We are working to provide a safe and healthy
worship environment for you and your family
as we plan the re-opening of St. Paul Lutheran
Church as soon as that is safely possible. We
support the recommendations of health
officials and encourage those over 60 years of
age, those with underlying health, cardiac or
respiratory conditions or those living or
working with any at-risk population, to
continue to worship with us on the radio or on
our Facebook videos. As Bishop Elizabeth
Eaton observed, ‘Church has never been
closed; we have found different ways to
gather.’ As eager as we may be to return to
worship as it once was, our Bishop went on to
note, ‘…this is not Faith vs. Freedom. Being
careful is a way to be faithful…and protecting
others is the faithful response’.
You will be receiving a short survey in the next
several days. Your responses will help shape
our return to worship. Please invest a few
minutes to respond! Thank you!
-Your Safety & Security Team

St. Paul Lutheran
120 North 8th Street
419-294-2831
spupper120@att.net

Stated Sunday Supply:
Gene Luidhardt, SAM
Worship Assistant:
Shawn Schneider
Administrative Assistant:
Beth Collins
419-294-8326
bethjcollins@sbcglobal.net
Office Hours:
9-noon, 1-3pm
Website:
www.stpaulupper.org

2020 Council Members:
Missy Breidenbach 419-310-0563
BJ Ford 419-619-2166
Brenda Koehler 419-310-1445
John Krock 419-310-4213
Michelle Ohler 419-348-2824
Nancy Ross 419-209-2468
Carol Roszman 419-209-2591
Shawn Schneider 937-726-3831
Robbi Sigler 740-751-3821

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God, our Father, Jesus, the Son and from the Holy Spirit, our advocate!
Psalm 62: 1-2, 5-6 “For God alone my soul waits in silence; from Him comes my salvation. He alone is my rock
and my salvation, my fortress; I shall never be shaken.” And again, “For God alone my soul waits in silence, for
my hope is from Him. He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken.” I’ve been
listening every Tuesday afternoon to a Zoom conference shared by Bishop Daniel and the synod staff. This
scripture was shared this past Tuesday by Bishop Daniel and I thought it related quite well to what I wanted to
share with you in this, the June Crosstalk.
Some of you know that I am a fan of Facebook. I didn’t always use this platform but at the urging of Pastor Julie
Martin Hutson I decided to give it a try. Her words encouraged me to use Facebook as an opportunity to share my
love of Jesus, my testimony if you will that Jesus lived, died, and is alive again because He loves me and wants to
be part of my life and yours as well. I must confess that sometimes I share food photos, jokes or some other trivia
that means very little in the grand scheme of it all. But I have on more than one occasion spoken of Jesus loving
me in spite of my failings and how much the church, the Body of Christ means to me.
Sometimes, I read comments from people that I shouldn’t be reading. They depress me. I happened to read some
of those comments this past week and I was disturbed by the words of others. They were written in response to an
article that was shared by Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, bishop of the ELCA. There were calls for the permanent
closing of all churches as God doesn’t exist anyway. There were comments that the only reason for opening
churches was so that collections could be taken, as offerings are typically taken during every service. There were
assertions that all Christians were judgmental and hypocritical. I was heartbroken that so many were openly
hateful of all that I love so deeply. Jesus was actually compared to Santa Claus, the Easter bunny and the tooth
fairy.
All this caused me to think about reasons why I believe in God, Jesus as His Son and the Holy Spirit.
I immediately thought of beautiful choir anthems which I have heard and the joy that fills my heart so fully that I
can’t refrain from shouting “Amen”. I sometimes feel if I don’t respond by praising God, the very pews on which I
sit will rise up and clap for joy. Often a beloved hymn will cause tears of joy to fill my eyes and a huge lump will
block my throat. Who among you have not gazed upon a newborn child and felt the rush of love? Or is there
anyone out there who has seen a little kitten or a frolicking puppy and not felt indescribable joy? Or have you not
marveled at a beautiful sunset painted by God’s hand or the rainbow spread across the sky reminding us of God’s
unending promise? All of nature proclaims the majesty of God!
If that evidence isn’t enough, we have the Bible which tells us how much God loves us. He sent His Son, Jesus
who proclaimed by word and deed the all-encompassing love and forgiveness God gives to each of us. We are
blessed with the Holy Spirit, our advocate, who intercedes on our behalf and blesses us with faith to believe in
God. So I choose to put my faith in God. Will you join me in believing?
“For God alone my soul waits in silence. He alone is my rock and my salvation. I shall not be shaken.”
Thanks be to God!
Carol

2 – Brent Gottfried
2 – Norma Hetzel
3 – Dave Frederick
3 – Jerry Koehler
3 – Jerry Leslie
6 – Todd Roszman
6 – Lonna Webster
7 – Ben Ault
11 – Amy Poe
13 – Mason Weaver
15 – Courtney Thiel
15 – Leah Crawford
16 – Jessica Culley
17 – Paul Amos
17 – Carol Reed
17 – Jordan Shilling
18 – Abbey Wenger
18 – Kaden Hetzel
19 – Mike Breidenbach
19 – Gena Grafmiller
22 – Karen Bash
22 – Nancy Ross
22 – Linda Swihart
22 – Lyle Weaver
23 – Connie Frank
23 – Tim Koehler
23 – Erica Ruhlen
23 – Sally Stansbery
25 – Janis Eippert
26 – Adam Zimmerman
27 – Don Bower
27 – June Eier
27 – Havana Ray
29 – Emily Ruhlen

June 14

2 – Ryan & Melissa Summit
21 – Jim & Jenn Ruhlen
10 – Larry & Erika Merrick
22 – Vaughn & Carol Reed
10 – Reid & Amanda Barth
26 – Larry & Nancy Ross
11 – Tim & Deb Baum
26 – Chad & Christina Baker
12 – Tim & Karen Koehler
27 – Jed & Marcia Geary
14 – Kevin & Lori Schmidt
27 – Rich & Sheryl Grafmiller
17 – Kent & Vickie Gottfried
28 – Matt & Jessica Culley
18 – Chris & Beth Richman
28 – Brian & Karen Fritz
20 – Jeff & Stacy Clark
29 – James & Lynn Stilwell

June 21

We are collecting TAXABLE ITEMS for the
Food Pantry this month. Examples:
toiletries
pet food
laundry detergent
toilet paper
paper towels
cleaning supplies
Please place your donations in the vestibule
at church.
Thanks for your help!

Don’t forget to let Beth know if
you need a Women of St. Paul
Scholarship application!
Applications are due June 7th.

JUNE 20
A few words from 2020 Graduate, Katie Clark…
It is hard to imagine where I would be without music in my life. Especially
now that so many of us find ourselves with much free time on our hands, I am
further reminded just how much I rely on the craft to occupy my time, to express
my feelings, and to impassion my spirit. More than anything, though, music is
what tethers me to God. The piano, the organ, the bells, all of these are tools
that reconnect me with my faith on a regular basis. They reconnect me, they
inspire me, so much so that I have chosen to pursue a career in which I can pass
my love of music unto new generations that they may similarly feel themselves
fulfilled. It is this deep passion that I thank God for.
I enjoy the worship I engage in from the church pew very much so. These
days, I am even quite content with the radio-side devotion that we have
adapted to. But I enjoy much more time I spend praying with my hands, the
love that I express with the embrace of my fingers on ivory keys, or with the
strength of my wrist and the ring of the brass. This is a joy that cannot be taken
from us, not by disease and certainly not by distance. This truth that I have
attempted to describe is expressed simply and perhaps more eloquently in the
words of our most sacred text; The Lord is my Strength and my Song, Exodus

15:2.

Katie Clark
11821 Twp. Hwy. 49
Upper Sandusky, OH 43351

Katie was in National Honor Society, musicals and plays
(student director), President of FFA, Vice President of the band,
Art Club, Book Club, Spanish Club, Pop Culture Club, Younger
Professionals, and the Golf Team. She plans to attend The Ohio State University in the fall
and will be double majoring in both Accounting and Musical Education.

Maci Craig
360 B Indian Mill Drive
Upper Sandusky, OH 43351

Maci was in DECA, choir, and played slow-pitch softball. She is undecided on her future
plans.

Miranda Donnell
446 N. Sandusky Ave.
Upper Sandusky, OH 43351

Miranda played on the high school soccer team and the Elks slow-pitch softball team. She
loves music and theater and performed in school plays and musicals, as well as sang in the
choir and the Upper Class musical group. She is the President of Younger Professionals and
the Student Section leader. Miranda is planning to attend Bowling Green State University
in the fall to study Public Relations.

Mara Smalley
622 Baker Court
Upper Sandusky, OH 43351
Mara played tennis and lettered all four years. She was on the yearbook staff. She
participated in choir and musicals. She is undecided on her future plans.

Leah Crawford (715 Eulalia Ave., Upper Sandusky, OH

43351)
Leah will be graduating this December from Kent State University. She is majoring
in Speech Pathology and Audiology and minoring in Disability Studies and
Community Inclusion. Then, she will attend graduate school at an undecided
university to become a Speech Language Pathologist.

Hannah Dible (107 Old Lincoln Highway, Upper Sandusky, OH

43351)
Hannah graduated this May from The Ohio State University. She majored in
Marketing with a minor in Communication and Leadership Studies. She will be
working at Smucker’s in Orrville, OH.

Logan Dible (107 Old Lincoln Highway, Upper Sandusky, OH

43351)
Logan graduated from Kent State University this past December. She majored in
Mild to Moderate Needs in Education and Moderate to Severe Needs in Education.
She will be starting the 2020-2021 school year at Upper Sandusky Exempted Village
Schools.

Alec MaGinn (607 Polaris Drive, Upper Sandusky, OH

43351)
Alec graduated from Ohio University with a major in Political Science and 2 minors
in Marketing and Philosophy.

Maddison Stansbery (1892 Twp. Hwy. 43, Sycamore, OH

44882)
Maddison graduated from the University of Northwestern Ohio as a paralegal. She
will be entering the Air Force in the near future.

“Oh, how can I keep from singing?
How can I keep from lifting up my voice?
When Christ is Lord of Heaven and Earth,
How can I keep from singing?
How can I help but praise the Lord?”
Joseph M. Martin
As Emily Ruhlen so beautifully sang these words a few weeks back, preparing
for the Facebook video and radio broadcast the following Sunday, I was so
moved that I texted Linda, asking her to forward the lyrics to me, so I’d be sure
to get them exactly right in sharing them.
To be honest, I wondered at the power of these words to bring tears of joy to
my eyes. There are so many Christian “praise songs” in the world today; why
did I react to this one as I did? What made it special?
I think I know. Emily was singing in a church full of empty pews. Her dad was
there, and Linda, of course… and Gene and Shawn in their white robes. And I
was at the sound board, looking down on all this emptiness. The only lights
on were the ones needed for the recording session. That was it. Indeed, the
setting wasn’t at all one to inspire a young lady to sing out the bright,
rhetorical questions of the song. But sing them out she did.
And it dawned on me. Scripture is full of illustrations contrasting darkness
and light. We extol Christ as the Light of the World. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., put it plainly when he preached: “Darkness cannot drive out darkness;
only light can do that.” There it was, in an empty, half-darkened sanctuary—
the reminder that, pandemic or not, Christ is Lord of Heaven and Earth. If that
isn’t a light shining in the darkness, I don’t know what is! How can WE keep
from singing? …if for a time with just our hearts; but soon, once again,
together, with hearts and hands and voices!
Eventually this COVID-19 pandemic will pass. But I am concerned about
another pandemic that is not getting the attention needed to “flatten the
curve” so that it doesn’t “spike” and get completely out of control. This
pandemic has to do with relationships—with how we feel toward one another.
“A new commandment I give you,” said Jesus, “that you love one another, as I
have loved you.” I think He was telling His disciples, on their last day together
before He died, that, even if they were to forget everything He had taught them
in their brief years together, here was the sum of it all: love one another. Dr.
King followed his first statement with this striking parallel: “Hate cannot drive
out hate; only love can do that.”
My prayer—for St. Paul, our great nation, and the world—is that loving hearts
prevail in every aspect of our lives, Dear Lord, and that we be reminded each
day of Your love for us all. Amen. How can we keep from singing! How can
we help but praise the Lord!
Bob Wachtman

During April we collected
$2550 in Mission Outreach
dollars! WOW!!!!! Thanks
everyone! With that, we
were able to purchase 51
gift certificates to A&A for
$25 each to be given to
Open Door Resource
Center for them to
distribute to people in
need. We also gave
$637.50 to East of Chicago
and $637.50 to AJ’s Pizza
to support their feeding
lunches to school kids.

June 7 (The Holy Trinity)
Genesis 1:1—2:4a
2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Matthew 28:16-20

June 14
Exodus 19:2-8a
Romans 5:1-8
Matthew 9:35—10:8 [9-23]

Ruth/Naomi Circle
will meet
Wednesday, June 10th
at 9:30am in
Stepping Stones Park.
Please bring a sack
lunch!

June 21
Jeremiah 20:7-13
Romans 6:1b-11
Matthew 10:24-39

June 28
Jeremiah 28:5-9
Romans 6:12-23
Matthew 10:40-42

