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May 3
Acts 2:42-47
1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10

May 10
Acts 7:55-60
1 Peter 2:2-10
John 14:1-14

May 17
Acts 17:22-31
1 Peter 3:13-22
John 14:15-21

May 24
Acts 1:6-14
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
John 17:1-11

May 31 (Pentecost)
Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39
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Christ Is Risen! Christ Is Risen Indeed! Let All God’s People Say Alleluia!
As I sit here this morning the wind is whistling around the house and lawn chairs are being blown across the porch. I hope you
have “battened down the hatches” at your home!
Your council met Tuesday night by Zoom with many things to discuss. Joining our meeting were Beth Collins and Gene
Luidhardt. We are enjoying our time together so much that Robbi said we should continue meeting by Zoom every week. I
doubt that eventually we will have time to meet every week but right now it is enjoyable and dare I say kind of fun! We are so
thankful for technology and for the offer from Chad Baker to allow us to use his Zoom platform at no cost to the church.
Monday as your council president I was invited to sit in on a presentation by the staff of the Northwest Ohio Synod called
“Parish Plan of Return”. Even though the churches in this synod will be for the most part closed during the entire month of May
it was suggested that now is the time to plan for reopening. First it was stressed that getting “back to normal” may not occur
before 18-24 months have passed. You read that right 2 years! Apparently normal will not occur until there is a vaccine for
Covid-19 readily available for everyone. Scientists are working diligently but this takes time. It won’t happen overnight. Any
opening that we would attempt would necessitate everyone wearing a face mask, hand sanitizer used by everyone upon
entrance, maybe taking temperatures and a 6 foot separation from each family. There would be no hugging, shaking hands,
high 5’s or sharing of the peace. It was also suggested that there would be no singing as that would spread water droplets
from everyone even with masks. These are just a few of the steps we would need to take. I found the presentation to be
overwhelming but in our discussion Tuesday night BJ Ford informed us that the Safety & Security team will meet Wednesday
to begin discussing all these steps and more. If you are a part of that team, we thank you for taking the “bull by the horns”.
During this time of transition as we continue to be without a full time pastor, we once more find our own people who are
“stepping up to the plate” and taking on much responsibility. Thank you to all!
Council has asked Beth to formulate an abbreviated bulletin which will go with the radio broadcast. It will be emailed to you
and posted on the St. Paul website which is stpaulupper.org. Just a moment to plug the website-all the videos are posted there
including the children’s messages by Andrea Schneider and the kids and Emily & Erica Ruhlen. Also we are getting the red
hymnals from North Salem and they will be available in the vestibule for you to pick up to use with the radio service or if you
would like them delivered to you, we can accomplish that. We are excited about the hymnals being available and we thank the
North Salem Cemetery Association for allowing us to get them. We hope using them will enhance your worship experience.
Don’t forget we are collecting items for Open Door and they should be placed in the vestibule. Items needed are basically
anything not covered by food stamps-toiletries, soaps, shampoo, detergent and paper products to name a few. Mission
outreach for May will be Open Door $25 gift certificates purchased at A&A and we are investigating a way for us to thank first
responders and frontline medical workers. The monetary gifts will be split between Open Door and the first responders and
frontline healthcare workers.
Monday night BJ shared with us a sign he saw at a church. It read, “The church has left the building.” I immediately thought of
the Upper Room where the disciples were hiding after Jesus was crucified. We are in a state of hiding at the moment because
of Covid-19. Many of us are scared and anxious. The message from Jesus through the women He met in the garden was that
He was going on ahead to Galilee and He would meet them there. Jesus also goes ahead of us to prepare the way forward.
The church is not the building, but it is the Body of Christ that uses their hands, feet, mouth, all that we are and have to share
His love. He goes before us into the world to lead the way allowing us to spread the seed of His love. He alone will reap the
harvest in God’s time. To God be the glory forever and ever!
Blessings and peace to you from God the Father, Jesus the Son and from the Holy Spirit, the Perfector of our faith!
Carol

2 – Christina Baker
3 – Jalen Westberry
5 – Adreina Stansbery
5 – Joe Trester
8 – Jeff Wall
9 – Grayson Eley
10 – Larry Merrick
10 – Mila Mullholand
11 – Natasha Mullholand
12 – Wayne Koehler
13 – Katie Clark
17 – Robin Schuster
18 – Lori Weaver
20 – Natalie Ford
21 – Marjorie Koehler
21 – Lela Sweigard
26 – Aspen Conley
26 – Jim Gatchell
29 – Jane Mittermaier
29 – Ben Schneider
30 – Don Howard
30 – Adalynn Shook
30 – Garrett Shook

1 – Mike & Missy Breidenbach
8 – Mike & Tammy Stilwell
10 – Gary & Judy Ault
10 – Roger & Jessica Hetzel
12 – Steve & Carol Matteson
23 – Larry & Jennifer Sweigard
25 – Matt & Anita Patchett

We are collecting TAXABLE ITEMS for the
Food Pantry this month. Examples:
toiletries
pet food
laundry detergent
toilet paper
paper towels
cleaning supplies
Please place your donations in the vestibule
at church.
Thanks for your help!

Don’t forget to let Beth know if
you need a Women of St. Paul
Scholarship application!
Applications are due June 7th.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
First of all, I would like to say I MISS you all. A telephone
conversation or text is good but it’s not the same as seeing
you in person.
These are definitely strange and trying times. The Good
News is that God is always with us. I would encourage
those of you who enjoy music to spend time listening to it.
Our own Tim Krock has been putting together a lot of
fantastic music at
https://www.facebook.com/UA.Lutheran.Church/ if you are
able to use the internet. There is a link to videos on the left
side of the page. There are a number of videos from the
music department. They are INSPIRING. Also on the internet there is an almost limitless
amount of inspiring music. Enjoy!! If you are not an internet user there are radio stations and
recordings that you may have tucked away. Pull them out or turn on the radio. Music can
soothe the soul.
I am reminded of Psalm 100 when I think of music as it relates to the church…
1

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.
Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.
3
Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people,
the sheep of his pasture.
4
Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and
praise his name.
5
For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through
all generations.
2

We are ALWAYS able to “shout to the Lord” no matter what the circumstances. We are
ALWAYS able to “worship the Lord with gladness” even if we aren’t able to actually be
together. We can ALWAYS “come before him with joyful songs” even if we have to convince
ourselves to be joyful and we have to sing without accompaniment and perhaps even a little
out of tune. We should ALWAYS “know that the Lord is God” because he IS. He “made us and
we are His; we are his people, the sheep of His pasture” Isn’t that comforting!
The second stanza of this Psalm begins “Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with
praise.” This doesn’t HAVE to involve a church building “Gives thanks to him and praise his
name.” We can do that ANYWHERE. The second stanza ends stating that “the Lord is good
and his love endures forever:” NO MATTER WHAT! “His faithfulness continues through all
generations.” And in ALL situations.
My prayer for all of you is that you have adapted to this new way of life and are using it to
become even closer to our Lord and Savior. I also pray that before long we can be back
together in person. Even if a lot of things have changed we can still ENTER HIS GATES WITH
THANKSGIVING.
Stay safe and sane (my new mantra)!
Your sister in Christ,
Linda Rinderknecht

