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BE KIND...BE GOOD...DO GOOD
AFTER ALL OF THIS IS OVER, ALL THAT WILL HAVE REALLY
MATTERED IS HOW WE TREAT EACH OTHER!
RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS...PAY IT FORWARD!
 Phone a shut in...see if they need anything
 Send a card or note to a shut in, nursing home residents,
grandparents, or friends
 Order carry-out...support local businesses...tip generously
 Pay for the person's food behind you in line in drive thru
 Buy gift cards and send to someone who has to go on
unemployment
 Smile at a stranger
 If you have to go to the grocery, see if you can pick up anything
for a neighbor or shut-in
 Send a thank you
 READ YOUR BIBLE
 PRAY
 Make a list of your blessings…add to it...post it...share it
KIDS....YOU CAN DO THIS TOO!
 Share a thumbs up with a passing driver
 Color a picture or make a card for a grandparent, neighbor or
friend
 Paint Kindness Rocks and place around the neighborhood for
people to find
 Write thank you notes to the mayor, fire department, police,
sheriff, EMS, your doctor or a nurse....use your imagination.
 Do chalk drawings, write chalk messages and Bible verses on
sidewalks around town to make people happy
 Think about where you have seen God today.....share it!
 At the end of the day, talk as a family to remember what was
good about the day
 Don't forget to pray! Write your very own prayer.
 SING LOUD.....go outside to sing and share with the
neighborhood.
 Read a Bible story every day, then draw a picture and share it,
post it, mail it.
You can think of so many other things, but don't keep it to
yourselves....share it. Kindness matters and rest assured that God
loves YOU!
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Grace and peace from God our Father, from Jesus the Christ and from the Holy Spirit!
The beginning of April 2020 finds us in the midst of what arguably is the most serious medical situation
in any recent century. Many businesses have shuttered their doors and we have been asked by our
government to practice social distancing, a phrase we haven’t heard in my lifetime. Most churches have
voluntarily closed their doors. St. Paul has been among those closing as we have done so for the past 3
weeks. It is indeed a time of questioning and concern.
Your St. Paul council has continued to meet weekly via the internet. We are practicing social distancing
by meeting using Zoom conferencing. It is an internet app whereby we all log in and our pictures
become live on each members screen-phone, laptop, tablet or computer. It is quite the process and the
only real problem so far is all of us trying to talk at once. We have made some decisions using this
method of communication. The 1st was to publish the April Crosstalk for email distribution and mailing
a paper copy to those not having an email. The 2nd decision was to have Jr. Church on St. Paul’s
Facebook page. Andrea Schneider agreed to produce this video and the first installment was Sunday,
March 29. If the comments on Facebook after the airing were any indication, the video was warmly
received by those who viewed it—many of whom were not members of St. Paul. The 3rd major decision
was to have the April Mission Outreach be a local project. We designated 50% of the offering to go to
A&A Grocery to buy gift certificates which then would be given to Open Door for those in need. The
other 50% would be divided equally between East of Chicago Pizza and A.J.’s Heavenly Pizza both of
whom are located in Upper Sandusky. At the present time they are furnishing lunches for our school
children at no cost to the children. We decided we wanted to help cover their expenses. The council
will continue to meet remotely during this time of distancing.
Since we will not be meeting during Holy Week, I would encourage you to spend some time in your
Bible reading the stories from the 4 Gospels recounting Jesus praying in the garden of Gethsemane, the
arrest and trial of Jesus, the walk to the hill of Golgotha, the crucifixion, the burial and yes, the
resurrection.
I want to share with you one of my favorite passages surrounding the resurrection. It is found in John
20 verses 11-18. It is the story of Mary searching for Jesus. She first talked to the angels and then to
a man she believed to be the gardener. It wasn’t until Jesus called her by her name that she
recognized her Lord. I want to tell you today that Jesus calls each one of us by our name. He knows
us better than we know ourselves. Insert your name here and hear the words of Jesus. _____, I love
you. I died and rose so that you could have life eternal. I have conquered death. I have gone ahead
to prepare a place for you that where I am so shall you be also. Neither death or life or things present
or things to come shall separate you from my love. I am yours and you are mine. You are marked with
my cross forever.
Rejoice! He is Risen! He is Risen indeed!
Rejoice in the Lord always! And again I say Rejoice!
Because of Jesus, Carol
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These are indeed unusual times. There is less of many
things; there seems less of our usual structure, less traffic,
less certainty. But there is also more of many things—
time with family, opportunity for things which in our
hurriedness perhaps get short shrift—prayer, reading,
contemplation. At a time when so many need so much,
each of us does what we can. St. Paul Church Council
has voted to continue to pay our state supply pastor and
all church staff as we move through this crisis. For the
month of April, our Mission Outreach offerings will be
directed to our local community. Fifty percent will be
divided equally between AJ’s Heavenly Pizza and East of
Chicago Pizza. These businesses are feeding community
children while there is no school lunches provided. The
other fifty percent will be used to purchase A&A gift
cards which will be given to Open Door Resource
Center. We greatly appreciate your continued
stewardship and your prayers.
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the
proper time we will reap the harvest if we do not give
up. –Galatians 6:9 NIV
While so much seems uncertain, there is real hope in the
constancy and certainty of God’s love for us evidenced
by the gift to us of his Son, Jesus, the Christ.
~Robbi Sigler
Evangelism & Stewardship Team chairperson

April 5 (Palm Sunday)
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Philippians 2:5-11
Matthew 26:14—27:66 or Matthew 27:11-54

April 9 (Maundy Thursday)
Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-17, 31b-35

April 10 (Good Friday)
Isaiah 52:13—53:12
Hebrews 10:16-25
John 18:1—19:42

April 11 (Easter Vigil)
Genesis 1:1—2:4a
Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13
Genesis 22:1-18
Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21
Isaiah 55:1-11
Proverbs 8:1-8, 19-21; 9:4b-6
Ezekiel 36:24-28
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Jonah 1:1—2:1
Isaiah 61:1-4, 9-11
Daniel 3:1-20
Romans 6:3-11
John 20:1-18

April 12 (Easter Day)
Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6
Colossians 3:1-4
Matthew 28:1-10 or John 20:1-18

April 19
Acts 2:1-14a, 22-32
1 Peter 1:3-9
John 20:19-31

April 26
Acts 2:14a, 36-41
1 Peter 1:17-23
Luke 24:13-35

How to Celebrate Maundy Thursday At Home

How to Celebrate Good Friday At Home

Items needed: Bible, cross, three candles, wine or
grape juice, bread, and a simple
meal. (If desired, research the type
of meal Jesus and the disciples
might have shared that night.)

Items needed: Bible, cross, and candles left from
Maundy Thursday.

Maundy Thursday is the celebration of
Christ’s Last Supper with his disciples. It is the
moment when Jesus introduced to the world what
we now call Holy Communion.
Arrange your cross and candles as a
centerpiece to your supper table. Prepare and
serve a simple meal with the candles lit. Select
someone to read Matthew 26:17-30. Share the
bread and wine/juice with each other. Pray
together out loud or silently. Clear the dishes and
clean things up in silence, thinking about how
Jesus was arrested and how his torture was just
beginning. Leave the Bible, cross, and
extinguished candles on the table for Good Friday.

Good Friday is observed as the day Christ
was crucified. Jesus was nailed to a cross and
hung until dead, in the tradition of Roman capital
punishment tactics.
Select someone to read Matthew 24:3256. Discuss what a violent death Jesus endured.
Read John 3:16 and discuss the powerful
meaning of God sacrificing his son in such a
horrible way in order for our sins to be forgiven.
Pause in silent prayer to confess your sins—
things said and done and things left unsaid and
undone. In silence, remove the Bible, cross, and
extinguished candles to another room, then return
and meditate in silence upon the emptiness and
sadness of Jesus’s death.

How to Celebrate Easter Sunday At Home
Items needed: Bible, cross, candles, a celebratory meal of favorite food, lyrics to “Jesus Christ Is Risen
Today” (fresh daffodils, if possible).
Rise as a family as early as possible. Place the cross and candles on a surface to use as an altar, and light
the candles. Select someone to read John 20:1-18. Shout “Hallelujah,” and “Christ Is Risen to one another.
If not too early for your neighbors, go outside and shout. Reassemble at your altar and select someone to
read John 3:16. Say a prayer of thanksgiving for the sacrifice of God’s only son, Jesus, for the forgiveness of
your sins. (Sing “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” which is on the next page) Celebrate the resurrection of the
Savior with your meal of favorite food.

Thank you to Pastor Jay Scott from Emanuel United Church of Christ, “The Mud
Church” for sharing these celebrations with us!

How to explain the resurrection to a child
How often do we teach the importance of the resurrection to our kids? Sure, we tell them the story.
“Jesus died for our sins and came back to life.” But do we tell them the meaning behind the story? In
the Old Testament, the Jewish people had a sacrificial system. That means that when they sinned,
they killed an animal as a way to say “I’m so sorry, God.” But in Hebrews 10:4 we learn death
(particularly of animals) wasn’t enough. Jesus died, but it was his resurrection that proves that
Jesus was the perfect sacrifice, and that his sacrifice was accepted. Our sin is forgiven, in Christ.
SO WHAT? Why does this matter to a child?
Our children sin. It’s a fact. The truth is, we’ve all sinned and fallen short of God’s perfection
(Romans 3:23). Chances are, your child has disobeyed, or lied, or hurt someone else on purpose.
And that’s sin. At a certain age they start to realize this, and usually will feel bad about it. At that
point, you can tell them that their sin is forgiven because Jesus died as a sacrifice in his/her place,
and God proved that he accepted the sacrifice through Jesus’ resurrection.
TELL YOUR CHILD: Jesus’ resurrection proves that we are forgiven. His resurrection shows that
we are dead to sin, and it proves that death is not the end of life. Jesus’ resurrection created the
way for him to go and create our future home. Someday, you and I and our kids will live with him
in eternity. Now that’s what I call an incredible promise!
Teach your kids this verse this Easter Season:
I am loved,
I am forgiven,
I am dead to sin,
I am free from the fear of death,
And I am alive to God in Christ Jesus.
-Adapted from Christie Thomas’s Blog,
Cultivating Authentic Faith in the Home

Family Space Update
We have exciting news…
through a generous gift from Mary
Ellen Gottfried and family, the Family
Space expenses have all been met!!! We
collected almost $1000 from the noisy
offering and the Change for Chairs
campaign along with the tickets sales
for the basket drawing. We used this
money for the down payment for the
carpet, which has now arrived and
being held for us at Simply Flooring.
The team is in the final stages of
ordering the chairs once we finalize the
color. Until we are able to meet again,
things are in a holding pattern. We will
have the drawing for the gift baskets
at a later date to be announced. If
you have not had a chance to purchase
tickets, you will be given an opportunity
when worship resumes. There are no
ticket sales at this time. PRAISE
THE LORD! GOD IS GREAT!! A
huge thank you to the team for their
commitment to this project! Stay safe
and God bless you all as we move
forward with this COVID-19 battle!
~Brenda Koehler, Team Chairperson

The Women of St. Paul
are excited to announce
that applications for
the Women of St. Paul
Scholarship are open!
There will be two $500
scholarships awarded
annually. We will be
accepting applications
until the first Sunday in
June (June 7th). The
scholarships will be
awarded the last
Sunday in June (June
28th). Applications can
be picked up at the
office during office
hours or before or after
worship whenever we
get back!

St. Paul WELCA Challenge
St. Paul Lutheran WELCA (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) circles
have monthly meetings that include a Bible study usually based on the one in our monthly
magazine Gather. Our study for March was titled “We are called! Called to serve” by Kathryn
Kleinhans. It pointed out that God’s call for us is a call to serve others, and the call to love God
is linked to the call to love our neighbors.
Do you remember the parable of the Good Samaritan found in Luke 10? A teacher of the Law
asked Jesus what he must do to be saved, and Jesus turned the question back to him by asking
what the scriptures said. The man answered, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind” and “Love your neighbor as
yourself.” Jesus told him he was right, but the man then asked, “Who is my neighbor?” To
answer that question Jesus tells the story of the Samaritan who was robbed and beaten and left
by the side of the road. A priest and a Levite (both men from religious backgrounds) passed by
him without helping him. But when a Samaritan (someone despised by the Jews) saw the man,
he helped him and took him to an inn and paid the innkeeper to take care of him until he was
well. Jesus then asked the teacher which one acted like a neighbor to the hurt man? The teacher
said the one that helped the man. Jesus replied, “Go and do the same.”
How are your neighbors doing during this difficult time we are all facing? Have you been in
touch with any of them to make sure they are doing okay? And remember, Jesus considers a
neighbor to be anyone you can help. That means ANYONE that may need some groceries, need
a ride to a doctor appointment, need patrons to keep their business going, need someone to talk
to, or need a prayer to restore someone’s health. Most of us can find at least one way to help a
neighbor every day during this crisis. Think of all your “neighbors” that are in the health care
profession. They need daily prayers for their safety and continued health so they can help others
who are fighting for their lives. Pray for the “neighbors” that have lost loved ones that they
weren’t able to be with during their final hours. And keep all those “neighbors” that have to
make difficult decisions for the well-being of others in your daily prayers.
During this time of uncertainty and disrupted lives, we must look for ways to continue to help
our neighbors. The challenge for us all is to do what we can for others in a safe and caring way.
Even the most vulnerable of us can safely make a phone call, send a card or note, or whisper a
prayer while listening to the current updates of how many of our neighbors are affected. Please
prayerfully accept this challenge.
Blessings to you all!

Rosemary Craig, President, St. Paul Lutheran WELCA

***Please note that the Spring Gathering originally scheduled for April 25th has
been cancelled!

