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  THE BROADCASTER           DECEMBER, 2019 
 

“Come on!”   

 

 What comes to mind when you hear those words?  Just reading the black and white letters on a 

page lacking context leaves a wide variety of interpretation.  “Come on!” 
 

 Spoken with an elevated volume and a tone of frustration those words are a sign of impatience, 

something is not happening as fast as you would like it.  However, spoken with a smile and a bit of 

excitement they take on the form of an invitation, encouraging someone to join you for something 

important.  “Come on!” 
 

 Both forms of those words will be heard often this month.  There will be plenty of impatience, 

shoppers who didn’t find the gift they wanted or just want the line to keep moving.  The frustration will 

sound from parents trying to get their kids ready so everyone can make it to the party on time.  And of 

course we will hear the sound of children whining because Christmas isn’t coming fast enough. 
 

 The church even expresses that form of “come on!”  We call it Advent.  It’s a time of waiting 

and even desperately wanting the promises of God to fully and finally be revealed; so impatience sets in.  

Historically the church expresses that patience through prayer and song.  This year our Advent worship 

will do just that.  On Sunday mornings we will cry out “Savior of the Nations Come” and each week we 

will focus on an Advent song that longs for the coming of our Savior.  On Wednesday nights we will 

sing “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” and reflect how this beloved song anticipates the arrival of Christ.  
 

 In this time when things just won’t come fast enough and impatience grows, let’s join together in 

worship as we long for His coming.  Let’s join the prayer of John, “Amen, Come, Lord Jesus” 

(Revelation 22:20). 
 

 But eventually, as that day draws closer the impatience will give way to invitation.  Come on, 

join us at the Christmas party.  Come on, it’s time to eat.  Come on, let’s open some presents.  So many 

invitations will be extended and received over the coming weeks.   
 

 It’s a great opportunity for the church to add one more “come on” to the list.  Come and join us 

for Christmas. Invitations will be available at church, so I encourage you to begin even now to consider 

who you might share an invitation with.  We must remember that it is more than just inviting someone to 

church but it is inviting someone to see and experience the promises of God.  Just like we will sing “O 

come all ye faithful . . .  come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.” 

 

      “Come on!” 

 

      Pastor Steve  
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                 SERVING THE LORD IN  

                          DECEMER 2019 

AT LUTHERAN CHURCH OF ST. JOHN 
 

USHERS: 

  8:00:    

10:30:   Baumgartner Family 
 

GREETERS:      

  8:00:    

10:30:     Johnson Family 
                           

ELDERS:  
  8:00:   Doug Allen 

10:30:   Steve Barteau 

 
 

ALTAR GUILD:   

       Jodie Mauck 

       April Yates 
 
      

DECEMBER VAN DRIVERS: 

  1 – John Schonarth 

  8 – Jim Waack 

15 – Kim Rosevold  

22 – Hugh Roderick 

29 – John Schonarth 
 

  

   December Prayer Focus – 

  Tree of Life 
This year our congregation will be serving 70  

children and their families through our Tree of Life 

ministry, in addition to those that we serve through 

our TOYS program.  By providing families with a 

little extra help to give gifts at Christmas we have 

the opportunity to share with them the greatest gift 

ever given in the person of Jesus.  Pray for the 

families receiving gifts that they would know the 

true joy of Christmas.  Pray for our outreach to the 

community during the holidays that we would bear 

witness to the work of Christ.  Pray that God would 

bless this work by drawing many to celebrate 

Christmas with us in worship. 

ELDER LIST 

Our church has eight Elders, and each Elder is 

assigned a portion of the congregation.  The elders 

assist the Pastors in the spiritual life of the 

congregation.  If you have a spiritual need or issue 

anytime or when Pastor Steve and Pastor Kendall 

are out of town, you can contact your Elder listed 

below.  

 
 

Elder        Phone       Member Name 

  Paul Johnson          217-577-3669           (A-B) 

  Steve Barteau         660-349-8095          (C-E) 

  Rustin Otney         785-766-9776        (F-Hi) 

  Matt Dietrich  217-653-0944       (Ho-K) 

  Doug Allen  217-885-3129          (L-M) 

  Jason Watkins  217-257-2345           (N-R) 

  Peter Hummel  217-617-0063           (S-T) 

  Aaron Clark            217-209-1830            (U-Z) 

 
 

The Lutheran Church of St. John 
 

Phone number:     222-8579 

Fax number     222-1182 

Emails:  Pastor Steve Hayden – pastor@lcosj.org 

               Marilyn – secretary@lcosj.org 

  Jan Fritz – christiancaregiving@lcosj.org 

              Website:  www.lcosj.org  

Church office hours: Mon.-Fri.: 8:00am-4:00pm.   

 

              

      The Oasis 
 
We are beginning the season of 

Advent.  On December 4 and 11 we 

will gather in the sanctuary as our worship focuses 

on the verses of the familiar hymn O Come, O 

Come, Emmanuel.  Then on December 18 we will 

gather in the Family Life Center as the Sunday 

School children share with us the Chrsitmas story.  

There will be no Wedensday worship on December 

25 or January 1.   Join us on Wednesdays at 6 pm 

for this brief devotional service complete with a cup 

of coffee!   

 

 

ADVENT and CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE 

mailto:secretary@lcosj.org
mailto:christiancaregiving@lcosj.org
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Services begin at 6:00 PM. 

     
December 4– Midweek Advent Service 

 

December 11 – Midweek Advent Service 
 

December 18 – Children’s Christmas 

Program – “The Night Before Jesus” 

                       

December 24 – Christmas Eve – 

6:00 & 8:00pm - Candlelight  Services 
Both service times will include familiar carols and 

the lighting of candles. 

 
December 25 – CHRISTMAS DAY 

9:00 am Service 
Join us as worship the newborn King.  Service will 

include the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 

 

     December 31 - New Year’s Eve Service 
Worship is at 6:00 pm with Holy Communion and 

will be held here at Lutheran Church of St. John. 

 

 

Advent Meals – Wednesdays, Dec. 4
th

 & 11
th

, 

serving at 5:00pm.  Mary & Martha will serve 

Casseroles, salad, rolls, and beverage on 

Wednesday, Dec. 4.  The Free-will offering will go 

towards Mary & Martha service projects here at St. 

John’s and LWML Mission projects. 

Wednesday, Dec. 11
th

 Advent Supper menu will 

be Maid-rites, Chips, Vegies, & Dessert to benefit 

the Food Pantry, served by Jan Fritz and 

volunteers.  The desserts will be provided by some 

of our Ladies Aid Society members. 

ADVENT SERMON SERIES 

Sunday Sermon Series – 

Savior of the Nations, Come 
There are many preparations to be made for 

Christmas, during the Advent season you are invited 

to prepare your heart with this series of messages 

that celebrates familiar Advent hymns.  Each week, 

verses from Isaiah 40, unpacking the prophet’s 

themes of comfort, hope and expectation while 

singing these favorite hymns.   

 

Songs of Advent 
 

“Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” 
“Comfort, Comfort Now My People” is a 

paraphrase of Isaiah 40:1-5, in which the prophet 

looks forward to the coming of Christ. More 

specifically, the coming of the forerunner of Christ 

– John the Baptist – is foretold. Though Isaiah's 

voice crying in the desert is anonymous, the third 

stanza ties this prophecy and one from Malachi 

(Malachi 4:5) to a New Testament fulfillment. “For 

Elijah's voice is crying In the desert far and near” 

brings to mind Jesus' statement, “'But I tell you that 

Elijah has already come, ….' Then the disciples 

understood that he was speaking to them of John the 

Baptist.” (Matthew 17:12, 13 ESV) 

 

“Prepare The Royal Highway” 
This hymn gives us both an Advent and Palm 

Sunday feel.  Here is stanza one: Prepare the royal 

highway; The King of kings is near!  Let ev’ry hill 

and valley A level road appear!  Then greet the 

King of Glory Foretold in sacred story: Hosanna to 

the Lord, For He fulfills God’s Word!  This hymn, 

which is generally sung in Advent, also points us to 

Holy Week and Christ’s reason for coming: to 

fulfill God’s Word by dying for our sins and rising 

again on the third day to announce His victory over 

sin, death, and the power of the devil.  So 

throughout this Advent and Christmas season, while 

we are focusing on the birth of Christ, we must 

never forget why He came: to suffer and die for us 

and for our salvation. 

Advent Songs Continued…… 
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“O Come O Come Emmanuel” 
The text for "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" comes 

from a 7 verse poem that dates back to the 8th 

century. It was used in a call and response fashion 

during the vespers, or evening, service. The original 

text created the reverse acrostic "ero cras," which 

means "I shall be with you tomorrow," and is 

particularly appropriate for the advent season. A 

metrical version of five of the verses appeared in 

the 13th century, which was translated into English 

by J.M. Neale in 1851. Each of the five verses 

expounds upon one of the names for the Messiah: 

"Emmanuel" (Isaiah 7:14, Mt 1:23) means "God 

with us" "Adonai" (Exodus 19:16) is a name for 

God, the giver of the law "Branch of Jesse" (Isaiah 

11:1) refers to Jesus' lineage "Oriens" (Malachi 4:2, 

Luke 1:78-79) is the morning star or daystar "Key 

of David" (Isaiah 22:22) again refers to Jesus' 

lineage 

 

“Lift Up Your Heads Ye Mighty Gates” 
Psalm 24 is a majestic song of praise to the King of 

glory. It concludes with a herald’s announcement of 

the King’s approach: “Lift up your heads, you 

gates; lift them up, you ancient doors, that the King 

of glory may come in. Who is he, this King of 

glory? The Lord Almighty—he is the King of 

glory” (Psalm 24:9-10 NIV). As this hymn is sung, 

contemplate how we can prepare our hearts for 

Christ’s Second Coming. 

 

 

Churchwide Christmas Party 

You are invited to come and celebrate Christas with 

your family here at the Lutheran Chruch of S.t John.  

We will have a congregational Christams Party on 

Saturday, December 14 from 11 am – 1.  There will 

be music, activities, food and fellowship as we 

gather together to celebrate Christmas with each 

other. Stop by and join the fun. 

 

 

 

Applications Being Accepted For 

 Director of Mission Outreach 

 Director of Worship Arts 

The 2020 budget approved by the voter’s assembly 

includes funds for two new positions.  We are 

currently hiring for a Director of Mission Outreach 

whose primary responsibility will be Open Hands 

Food Pantry and additional duties will include 

organizing the mission outreach ministries of the 

church.  We are also hiring for a Director of 

Worship Arts whose primary responsibility will to 

organize and lead music for both worship services, 

along with recruiting and training volunteers for all 

aspects of worship. Both positions are full time 

positions (40 hours per week) and include health 

and retirement benefits. Questions can be directed 

to Pastor Steve.   Interested candidates should 

submit an application to the church office before 

December 6.    

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

For the month ending October 31, 2019:               

 

Income:                           $ 31,617.35    

Total All Expenses:        $ 29,392.20 

Income  less Expenses    $   2,225.15 
 

 

   Through October, our expenses have exceeded 

income by $1,530.64, mainly because our offerings 

are under budget.    

 

 

Congregational Boards 
 

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION   

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Sunday School  
 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

MISSION FOCUS 

Tree of Life 
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We will be practicing every Sunday in December 

at 9:15am in the Discovery Den. Thank you ! 
 

The Night Before Jesus 
 

Please join us for our SPECIAL Sunday School 

Christmas story-time in our PJs!!!! We will read 

the Christmas story “Night before Jesus”, have 

hot chocolate, snacks and cookies, and it’s 

FREE!!!! Come in your PJs and join us for a 

magical evening, pillows and blankets encouraged. 

Put on your pajamas, grab a bedtime buddy, 

and join us December 18
th

 at 6:00 pm.  
 

    CRADLE ROLL                            

There are nineteen children enrolled in the Cradle 

Roll.  Children receive materials until age 3, that 

parents can share with them about God’s love.  If 

you have a child in this age range that has been 

baptized at St. John’s, watch your church mailbox 

for materials that are brought for them.  If you find 

a note, the corresponding materials will be placed 

on the shelf in the coat rack area, with your name. 
 

One Added: 

  Gracelyn Diane Louise Fortney 

  Birthdate:  May 13, 2019 

  Baptized:   November 27, 2019 
 

December Birthdays: 

    Nathan John Zimmerman 3 yrs. old on Dec.   8 

    Daisy Sue Dickhut  2 yrs. old on Dec. 10 

    Theodore James Crabtree 3 yrs. old on Dec. 16 

    Margaret Grace Watkins 1 yr.   old on Dec. 17 

    Chloe Elise Leifheit 2 yrs. old on Dec. 27  
 

One Removed: 

     Jaydon Faith Humke           3 yrs. old on Nov. 22 
  

              --Wilma Tieman, Nursery Roll Coordinator 

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN CAREGIVING 
 

T.O.Y.S. Give-away:  

        The Board of Christian Care-Giving is again 

sponsoring the Thinking of your Savior (T.O.Y.S.) 

project this year.  We are collecting “gently” used 

toys for Christmas gifts for our Food Pantry 

patrons.  We will be setting up for these 

distributions on Sunday, December 1
st
, and 

distribute the toys on the Food Pantry days and 

times starting on December 5
th

, for as long as the 

gifts last, so please turn in any slightly-used toys by 

then.  

Tree of Life 
The Tree of Life will be supporting 27 

households with 70 children this year including 15 

foster children identified by Lutheran Child & 

Family Services.  We plan to hand out the Tree of 

Life gifts to households on December 14
th

.   There 

is still time to support this heartfelt community 

project by taking a tag from the tree in the Narthex 

and signing the accompanying register.  Please 

return the wrapped gifts with gift tags by 

Sunday, December 8
th

.  You can also make a cash 

donation to the Tree of Life, and we will shop for 

you on December 9
th

 and wrap the gifts on 

December 10
th

.  

 

Congregation Christmas Party 

The Congregation Christmas Party is open 

to everyone and will be held on Saturday, 

December 14
th

, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the 

Family Life Center.  Please plan to come to this fun 

event! 

 

Advent Meal for the Food Pantry 

Come enjoy a delicious meal and help support 

the Food Pantry at the Wednesday, Dec. 11
th

 

Advent Supper Menu will be Maid-rites, Chips, 

Vegies, & Dessert, served by Jan Fritz and 

volunteers.  The desserts will be provided by some 

of our Ladies Aid Society members. 

FOOD PANTRY  

Our Food Pantry served 363 households in the 

month of October.   This included 1422 individuals 
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with 602 of those being children, with the generous 

donations of our members and others.  

We did receive additional items from Kohl’s in 

October, so much that Steve Barteau used his truck 

to pick it up.  We also received a donation of 20 

cases of individual ice cream containers from an 

overstocked delivery truck. We quickly made space 

in the freezer for this unexpected treat.  We 

continue to receive fresh fruits, vegetables, and 

breads, produce from Walmart and Sam’s Club that 

is shared with us from Quincy Catholic Charities.  

We received two carts full of assorted food items 

from Christ Lutheran Church.  We received 4 large 

boxes of Hamburger/Hot Dog buns from the Quincy 

Service League.   

A special thank you to all of our volunteers 

that are here when the pantry is open, and on other 

days restocking shelves, picking up donations and 

unloading trucks.   

When bringing in household items, please 

call ahead to make sure we have space or a need for 

it.  Make sure all items are clean and stain free, 

especially clothing.     

                                                       Jan Fritz 

 

 
                            

 

                                     
 

Open Hands Mobile Food Pantry 
 

The Open Hands Mobile Food Pantry had a 

successful delivery to Indian Hills Community 

Center on November 14.  We had another 

successful delivery to Bowen on November 23.  

We appreciate our partners very much who assist 

with unloading the van, set-up, assisting the people 

while they make their food choices, cleanup and 

loading of any left-over food in the van for return to 

St. John's.    We are so thankful to God who has 

given us this opportunity to serve.   

MANNA MEALS - If you or a loved one could 

benefit from having a couple of home cooked meals 

a week during a time of illness or after being 

hospitalized, please let Jim & Janet Totsch, Pastor 

Steve or Marilyn know and these can be arranged 

for 2 or 3 weeks. If you would consider taking 

meals to a church member in need, please let Jim & 

Janet know via email jtotsch@hughes.net or call 

779-8603 or 779-3303.  Each person usually makes 

2-3 meals a year.  

 

BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 

                  

Thank you so much for your continued 

support of the Hearts Overflowing Debt Reduction 

Campaign.  We have received $658,500 in 

donations through November 11
th

.  Praise God for 

His grace and mercy and you for your benevolent 

giving to this Campaign.  The Campaign continues 

through May of 2020 with additional donations 

going into a reserve in the Building Fund for future 

maintenance and repair of our beautiful facility.  

We already have $11,100 in that dedicated account!  

Please continue to pray that God would bountifully 

bless the Lutheran Church of St. John through this 

Campaign. 

 

Stewardship – Upcoming Events 

The Board of Stewardship has the following 

upcoming events planned: 

 Stewardship emphasis in the spring which will 

include a sermon series and small-group Bible 

study entitled “Building for the Future.”  The 

emphasis will include personal financial 

management as well as estate planning. 

 Hearts Overflowing Conclusion Celebration on 

May 17, 2020, with a single worship service and 

mailto:jtotsch@hughes.net
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meal, emphasizing what was accomplished 

during the Campaign with what we plan for the 

future. 

 

 

A Joy to be With You 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ who call the Lutheran 

Church of St. John your "home" church, it was such 

a blessing to be with you at your "Rejoicing on the 

Cornerstone" celebration Sunday.  After seeing so 

many dearly loved Children of God once again, I 

know in a deeper way what St. Paul means when he 

writes: "It is right for me to feel this way about 

you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you 

are all partakers with me of grace." (Philippians 

1:7a)  Longing for the Day when we will all be 

gathered together for all eternity.  

                    In Christ's Love, Pastor Bender and Jo 

 

BOARD OF EVANGELISM 
 
 

HORIZON’S – Serve meals. 

      Volunteers are needed to help serve meals on 

every 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Mondays of the month.  The sign-

up sheet is on the bulletin board by the office.  Sign 

December, January & February.  Hot meals are 

served 11:30am – 1:30pm.  They are located at 224 

S. 8
th

 Street. 

 

VOLUNTEERS – Volunteers can serve in many 

different ways at LCOSJ.  Your help with the 

Worship services as Ushers, Acolytes, Greeters, 

Nursery/Toddler Rooms, and the Altar care gives 

you an opportunity to not only serve the church but 

also to serve God.  Serving meals at Horizon’s or in 

our Food Pantry enables us to serve others in our 

community.  Please consider putting your name 

down for service on one or several of the signup 

sheets by the office.   

 

 

VAN DRIVERS 

If you would like to help with transportation to and 

from worship for some of our non-driving members, 

you can talk to John Schonarth or the office on what 

licensing is required to drive the church van. 

 

 

BOARD OF CHURCH PROPERTIES 

 

Snow removal on sidewalks –We do need 

some volunteers to help clean off sidewalks and 

back steps, when it snows or is icy (from snow 

melt/refreeze or freezing rain).  A sign-up sheet is 

by the office door. Indicate if you are available only 

on certain days or times.  John will let you know 

where supplies are.   

 

Help removing snow and ice can be needed any 

day of the week, and different times of the day 

depending on what is on the schedule.  Especially 

needed on Sunday mornings before 8am worship, 

and/or during worship if it starts falling during 

church.  Also, on Monday and Thursday mornings 

prior to Food Pantry & deliveries, Tuesday & 

Wednesday mornings before Bible studies, and 

Wednesday afternoons before worship in the Oasis, 

or Advent & Lent suppers and services. And, also 

the loading dock on Monday mornings when 

donations come in from Catholic Charities or a 

Mobile Pantry going out.         

                                                         John Schonarth 

 

BOARD OF YOUTH & FAMILY  

MINISTRIES 
 

Advent Trees 
The Board of Youth & Families will help decorate 

the church beginning with Advent season. See Erin 

Dickhut, Julie Dietrich, Desiree Epping, Josh 

Crabtree, or Rhonda Johnson if you would like to 

supply and decorate a tree.   The Advent Trees will 

be on display, Sunday Dec. 1
st
.  Make plans to 

stop in the Oasis after worship for fellowship, 

donuts & hot chocolate.        
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SCRIP - Members of the Teen LYF group sell scrip 

as a fundraiser for their activities.  Use these cards 

at the Hy-Vee grocery store and at their gas stations.  

It’s just like cash—Hy-Vee donates 5% of each card 

to our Teen LYF group.  Other Gift Cards are now 

available for Applebee’s, Home Depot, Kohl’s, 

Panera Bread and Starbucks.  You can also buy 

Scrip during regular church office hours from 

Marilyn.    They make great Christmas gifts. 

 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL EVENTS  
  

 

Connection Point Café 
Located in the OASIS 

 

Stay after worship, come early before Sunday 

School and Bible Class, or before worship and 

enjoy some coffee, tea, or hot chocolate along with 

some breakfast treats and a chance to meet and visit 

with fellow members.  This is a great opportunity to 

welcome visitors.  Sign-up in the office if you 

would be willing to provide some breakfast treats 

one week.  Sunday, December 1st will be Donut 

Sunday.    Invite a friend!                                                    

                                                       
 

CANDY CANES & COCOA - The Board of 

Youth & Families will help decorate the church 

with Advent trees provided by our LCOSJ groups.  

The Advent Trees will be on display, Sunday 

Dec. 1
st
.   Make plans to stop in the Oasis after 

worship for fellowship, donuts & hot cocoa.        

 

 

 

 

A Christmas Party  

for the whole congregation  

will be held on Saturday, 

December 14,  

11:00 am – 1:00 pm
 

 
Plan to join in the fun & festivities for all ages as 

we come together to decorate Christmas cookies, 

make Christmas crafts, sing Christmas carols, 

have your individual or family Christmas photo 

taken in the Photo Booth (bring your own camera), 

and best of all here the story of the first Christmas.  

There will be hot dogs & chips and beverages 

available. 

If you would like to help the children with crafts, 

cookies, the Photo booth, or serving, please contact 

Erica Perry-Broekemeier at eperryx@yahoo.com. 

 

Hope to see you in the  
Family Life Center! 

                              
  

 

BIBLE STUDIES        
                                                        

 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS begins at 

9:30am in the Oasis.  Grab some coffee and/or 

donut/treat at the Connection Point Café and join 

us.  Join us every Sunday or one.  On Sunday, 

December 29 we will still have adult Bible Study 

however it will start at 8 am, prior to the beginning 

of our unified worship service.  

 

KELLER MONDAY NIGHT STUDY GROUP 

mailto:eperryx@yahoo.com
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The Monday night Bible study group meets at 

7:00pm at 2711 Curved Creek Road.  Please talk to 

Bill or Lynda if interested or you have any 

questions.  They are doing a Max Lucado study- 

“Because of Bethlehem”.  They will not meet on 

December 23th or 30th. 

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

The Tuesday morning women’s group will be 

meeting all Tuesdays in November.  We are 

continuing their Jen Wilkin’s study of Genesis, 

“God of Covenant”, in the Oasis at 9:30am.    We 

will discover how God is working everything 

together for His glory and for the good of His 

people. Join us; we’d love to have you.    They will 

not meet on Dec. 24
th

 or 31
st
. 

 

WEDNESDAY MORNING Adult Bible Study 

will meet in the Oasis at 10:00am.  During 

December we will be wrapping up a study of the 

final book of the Old Testament, Malachi. 

 

MENS BIBLE BREAKFAST  
This group of men meets on Thursday mornings at 

6:30am in the Family Life Center, for Bible study 

and breakfast, and some of the best coffee in 

Quincy.  The men continue to study the book of 

Hebrews. Enter through the kitchen on the south 

side of the building.  The Men will not meet on 

Thursday, December 26
th

 or January 2
nd

. 

 

                          
 

SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS                                                                                                 
 

MARY & MARTHA GUILD 

Mary Martha Christmas Party   Our party is on 

December 3 at Tiramisu at 6pm.  Please RSVP to 

Janet Enroth at 217 242-0396 or 

gary5e@adams.net.  Hope you are all looking 

forward to a wonderful meal and remembering 

Christ’s birth.  Hope to see you there!                                                                    
                               

LADIES’ AID SOCIETY  

The Ladies Aid members will gather together on 

Wednesday, December 4
th 

at 11:30am for 

fellowship & lunch at Thyme’s Square Cafe.  RSVP 

to Marilyn by Monday morning, Dec. 2
nd

. 

 

MEN’S CLUB  
          The Men’s Club’s will meet in December. 
 

VOLUNTEERS for ALTAR SERVICE  

Volunteers assist with preparation for communion 

and washing & putting away communion ware, 

clean and maintain Altar linens, paraments and 

flowers.  If you would like to serve your church by 

being a part of this group, or helping out for one or 

two Sundays, join us at the meeting or sign up by 

the office.  If you have any questions about this 

service, please see Marilyn in the office.     
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

 

NEED VOICES - St. John’s Choir and One 

Voice are always looking for additional Singers 

and Musicians for their next musical offerings. If 

you are interested, see Pastor Steve or Denise 

Pearcy with any questions, or stop in the church 

office.   

 

         Mark your calendars now:    Join 

in the next Illinois Veteran’s Home Christmas 

Singalong, at the Markword 2 building on the 

Vet’s Home grounds, on Wednesday, December 

11
th

, beginning at 2:00 PM.  If you would like to 

help the Veteran’s with the music instead of 

singing, they would be glad to have you.  Everyone 

welcome! 

                                                                  

mailto:gary5e@adams.net
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NEWS & NOTES     
 

Mark your calendars! 

Annual Christmas Party 

on Saturday, December 14
th

, 

11:00pm – 1:00pm. 
There will be children’s crafts, cookies, story-

telling, a photo booth (bring your own camera), and 

fun for all. 

 

 

St. James Lutheran School News 
 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS  
   Our PreK – Kindergarten program “Hooray for 

Baby Jesus!” will be Tuesday, Dec. 10
th

.  

   The first – eighth grade program “Red-Letter 

Christmas” will be Thursday, Dec. 12
th

. 

   Both programs will begin at 6:00 pm. Please 

plan to join us. 

 

BLESSING BOX – Did you know that we have a 

Blessing Food Box at St. James? Take what you 

need, donate when you can! It is available to 

everyone and can be found on 17
th

 Street by St. 

James. 

                 

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS & AIDES – If you 

know of anyone who would like to be a substitute 

teacher/Aide at St. James, please put them in touch 

with Principal Landskroener. 
 

December 23 through January 3:  

                    No School – Christmas Break 
 

 

 
 

Operation Christmas Child 
    St John's hosted the 2019 Operation Christmas 

Child Collection Week in November.  Thanks to 

the generosity of the community, the volunteers 

packed and shipped 3,867 Christmas Shoeboxes this 

year.   

      Thank you to all the LCOSJ members that 

helped make the Samaritan’s Purse project a 

success.   
 

 

                  

                      
LWML Mission Grant #5 - $95,000 

 God’s Word Changes Everything 

Lutheran Bible Translators 
 

Martin Luther wrote, “I wish that this book 

alone, in all languages, would live in the hands, 

eyes, ears, and hearts of all people.” When people 

have God’s Word, it changes their lives in ways 

they couldn’t imagine.  

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Mission 

Grant #5 — Lutheran Bible Translators — God’s 

Word Changes Everything for $95,000, will provide 

funds for one year of training as part of a four-year 

seminary training track. It will equip pastors and 

church leaders in Tanzania, Ethiopia, and elsewhere 

to be involved in translating God’s Word for their 

people. In praise to the Lord, you can be engaged in 

this vital ministry where over 170 million people 

who speak more than 1,500 languages can read the 

Gospel in their native language and local dialects. 

They will know that God hears the prayers of all 

His people in all languages, not just English. 

Through your prayers and mite donations, you can 

be a part of sharing Jesus with the world. For more 

information, go to http://www.lwml.org 

   

http://www.lwml.org/2019-2021-mission-grant-5
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FLOWER CHART             

The Altar Flowers, each week, are a welcome 

offering to our worship. Flowers are alive. They are 

of God's creation. They are a symbol of new life in 

Christ. Altar flowers can be and are more than mere 

ornaments. They are the expression of our love for 

God as well as a means of glorifying His name in 

all the earth.  Altar flowers may be dedicated to 

commemorate a special event, like a birthday or 

anniversary, or in remembrance of a loved one.  

Donations of $17.50 covers the cost of one vase and 

$35.00 covers the cost of both vases. 

For all of these reasons, we give thanks to everyone 

who is moved to give toward flowers on a particular 

Sunday.  You can sign up on the Flower Chart on 

the bulletin board outside of the Sanctuary, or notify 

Marilyn in the office.  Dedications are listed in our 

worship bulletin.   

 

 

Dates to Remember:         
 

December   4 –  Midweek Advent Service  

December 11 –  Midweek Advent Service 

December 14 –  Christmas Party 

December 18 –  Children’s Christmas Program 

December 24 –  Christmas Eve Services  

                             6pm & 8pm  

December 25 – CHRISTMAS DAY -  9:00am 

December 31 – New Year’s Eve Worship Service  

           at Lutheran Church of St. John at 6:00pm 

 

 

                                 
  

           DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

           Wedding Date    Years 

 

Rich & Gayla Gastler  12/3/1988         31 

 

 

            DECEMBER   
     BIRTHDAYS 
 
Cheryl Kestner  12/1 

Emma Backoff              12/3 

Michael Broadwater              12/3 

Lexi Herman               12/3 

Rayleen Holzgraefe              12/3 

Tim Mitchell               12/3 

Hunter Luker               12/4 

Anna Zelle               12/4 

Dain Heming               12/5 

Lauren Tenhouse              12/5 

Brian Patterson              12/6 

Michael Parrish             12/7 

Magnolia Dietrich             12/8 

Nathan Zimmerman             12/8 

Katlyn Grott              12/9 

Kyle Cirrincione           12/10 

Daisy Dickhut            12/10 

Peggy Duesdieker           12/10 

Kevin Soltwedel           12/10 

Aaron Marshall           12/11 

Dillon Waack            12/11 

Ryely Meyer            12/12 

Hila Waterkotte           12/12 

Jacob Houghton           12/13 

Theodore Crabtree                      12/16 

Renita Goodwin           12/16 

Carolyn Bergström           12/17 

Margaret Watkins           12/17 

Marlena Gorton           12/18 

Chase Nierman           12/18 

John Schonarth           12/18 

Wilma Tieman           12/18 

Jonathon Gibleon           12/20 

Joseph Barnes            12/21 

Nicholas Cory            12/22 

Anne Marshall            12/22 

Steve Barteau            12/23 

Cathy Boren            12/23 

Cathy Collison           12/24 

Josh Gibleon            12/24 
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John Ufkes            12/25 

Austin Baker            12/27 

Alyssa Gooding           12/27 

Chloe Leifheit            12/27 

Danielle Wiley           12/27 

Bobby Anders            12/28 

Chris Enroth            12/29 

Dan Merker            12/29 

Felicity Otten            12/30 

Jody Mauck            12/31 
 

If your name is not on the Anniversary or Birthday list, or if 

you wish your name removed, please contact Marilyn at the 

church office. If a date is incorrect, please let me know. The 

deadline for submitting an article in the January 

Broadcaster is Friday, December 20.    

  

 
 

 

2019 Lutheran Hour Ministries “Call His Name 

Jesus” Advent Booklets are available for pickup in 

the Narthex.  Large print versions are also available. 

             

In Call His Name Jesus, Lutheran Hour Ministries’ 

Advent devotions for 2019, we encounter an oft-

told story in fresh, new ways. During the Christmas 

season, we focus our thoughts on that moment in 

time when God became one of us. This miracle of 

miracles—this most unlikely story—begins with the 

Christ Child—God in the flesh—who was born 

poorly, humbly, vulnerably into this world of sin 

and darkness.  

"Christmas marks the point in human history where 

God’s long-declared promise of redemption was 

fulfilled in the birth of Christ. This is the start of 

God’s final act to save us," said Dr. Kari Vo, 

theological writer for LHM and the author of this 

year’s devotions. The conclusion of this drama has 

our Savior again poor, humble, and vulnerable, as 

He bears the awful weight of our sins on the cross at 

Golgotha.  

Call His Name Jesus offers excellent messages to 

complement a family or group Bible study. They 

can be received as an e-mail subscription 

throughout the holidays, or they can also be read 

online and listened to as well. Rev. Dr. Michael 

Zeigler, Speaker for The Lutheran Hour, will read 

them. These devotions are also available in Spanish 

as Le pondrás por nombre Jesús. Reflection 

questions help users ponder the text and provide a 

jumping-off place for group discussion.  

Daily Devotions from LHM will help strengthen 

and encourage your faith as you do the same for 

others. Have them delivered right to your inbox, 

podcast the audio devotional, access them on your 

mobile device through the FREE app, or listen with 

Spotify, iHeart Radio, Alexa, or Google Home. 

Seasonal Devotions for Advent and Lent are also 

available in both English and Spanish. Perfect for 

personal reflection or to share with family, friends 

and congregations, these seasonal meditations will 

help prepare you to celebrate the true meaning of 

these seasons. 

 

 

Making Disciples for Life’ Initial Gathering 

Register now to attend the first Making Disciples 

for Life conference at the LCMS International 

Center, Jan. 9–11.  Face-to-face interactions and 

exchanges of information among the people of 

congregations, districts and the national Synod are 

the goals of these conferences.  

Register online at www.lcms.org/event        

      

https://www.lhm.org/newsroom/default.asp
https://www.lhm.org/podcasts/default.asp
https://www.lhm.org/apps/default.asp
https://open.spotify.com/show/6hAn6YcXLeoM2H73cSLhDY
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/966-daily-devotions-29418008/
https://www.lhm.org/voiceassist/default.asp
https://www.lhm.org/advent/default.asp
https://www.lhm.org/lent/default.asp
http://www.lcms.org/event
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COMMUNITY EVENTS     
 

        

                                                  
The Festival of Lights is open nightly from 6:00 

p.m. to 9:30 p.m. throughout the month of 

December and concluding New Year’s Day.  The 

Festival of Lights is located at Wavering and 

Moorman Parks, off North 36th street.  Admission 

is $12 per car. See our promotional dates that 

include discounted admission.  No vehicles larger 

than 15 passenger vans are permitted. Festival of 

Lights is a nonprofit organization that relies on gate 

receipts, donations, sponsorships and fundraising to 

make the display a reality.  

https://festivaloflights.org/.  

 

HyVee and the Lutheran Church of St John are 

partnering on Monday, December 2.  Bring a 

non-perishable item and you receive a $1.00 

discount.  If you bring two or more items, you 

receive a $2.00 discount. (Maximum discount is 

$2).   December 11, Free for Military/Veterans – 

Must shop ID. https://quincylights.org/2019-

special-events/ for other special nights. 

 

 

        
        

Caroling in the Park – December 5th 
Join us for an evening of holiday music in 

Washington Park!  The holidays are a busy time of 

year, but our hope for this event is that it gives 

everyone the opportunity to slow down for an hour 

or so and enjoy the spirit of the season. We hope it 

will allow everyone to take in the twinkle of the 

holiday lights and the magic of music, and give 

them a sense of community amidst all of the chaos 

of the season.  At 5:30 enjoy a performance from 

the Quincy Senior High School Choir followed by a 

community sing-along!  Everyone is invited to 

attend this event! If you have specific questions, 

please email kdeters@thedistrictquincy.com 

 

    

    The Bells of Christmas 
 

Saturday, December 7, 2019 at 7:30 PM – 9:30 PM 

Celebrate the wondrous sounds of the season with 

the Quincy Symphony Chorus. Conducted by Dr. 

Phyllis Robertson, “The Bells of Christmas” is a 

joy-filled holiday event with sparkling carols and 

beautiful bells. This concert is a perfect gift for that 

hard-to-buy-for family member and a great way to 

spend time together during the holiday rush.  

 

Please help us give back to our community during 

the holiday season. Bring non-perishable food items 

or toiletries to the concert to benefit Quanada 

(Quincy Area Network Against Domestic Abuse). 

 

Join us at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 7 at Salem 

Church. Tickets are $18 for adults, $15 for seniors 

62 and older and available at HyVee, County 

Market or Sturhahns. Children 18/younger are free. 

 

Students, faculty and staff from John Wood 

Community College, Quincy University, Hannibal-

LaGrange University and Culver-Stockton College 

are also free as participants in our college ticketing 

plan. 

 

This program was made possibly by Concert 

Sponsor Gardner Denver, Music Sponsor First 

Bankers Trust, Media Sponsor WTAD/StarRadio 

and by Golden Baton Season Sponsors Knapheide 

Manufacturing and Blessing Health System. 

 

 

https://festivaloflights.org/
https://quincylights.org/2019-special-events/
https://quincylights.org/2019-special-events/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Quincy-Senior-High-School/109559925736657
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The Great River Genealogical Society will gather 

on Thursday, December 12th, at 6:00 pm for a 

carry-in dinner. The dinner will be at the Lutheran 

Church of St. John, in the Family Life 

Center.  RSVP to Marilyn by Dec. 6
th

.  Following 

dinner, we will have a Christmas Sing-along.  You 

do not need to be a member to attend, bring your 

family and friends.  For more information go to 

www.gr-gs.org or The Great River Genealogical 

Society on Facebook.         

 

Cookies & Cocoa With Santa 
Saturday, December 14, 2019 

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM, Quincy Public Library - 

Puppet Room.  Stop by the library to visit with 

Santa, make an ornament, sip on hot cocoa, and 

snack on a cookie!   Contact Natascha Will 

(217) 223-1309 ext. 224 or  

nwill@quincylibrary.org 

  

Characters in the Park 
Come meeting beloved holiday heroes, holiday 

villains, and princesses in Washington Park!  

Santa will also be in his house for pictures from 

5:30-7:30 on Thursday, December 19th.  All free 

of charge.  Thank you the volunteers of Square Peg 

Group Troupe and Quincy Public Library for 

providing our additional characters for the evening!  

And don't forget to take advantage of Thankful 

Thursdays-Shop Late 'til 8 in The District.  This 

event is hosted by The District. 

 

Hannibal – Deck the Halls Home Tour 
invites visitors into the first floors of festively 

decorated and lit historic homes on Friday, 

December 20th from 6-8pm in historic downtown 

Hannibal. Tour passes cost $10 and proceeds 

benefit the Historic Hannibal Marketing Council. 

Homes on tour include: The Gilded Age B&B, The 

Belvedere Inn, the Laura Hawkins House, and 

more.          

                     
 

    The Advent wreath first appeared in Germany in 

1839. A Lutheran minister working at a mission for 

children created a wreath out of the wheel of a cart. 

He placed twenty small red candles and four large 

white candles inside the ring. The red candles were 

lit on weekdays and the four white candles were lit 

on Sundays. 

Eventually, the Advent wreath was created 

out of evergreens, symbolizing everlasting life in 

the midst of winter and death. The circle reminds us 

of God’s unending love and the eternal life He 

makes possible. Advent candles are often nestled in 

the evergreen wreath. Additional decorations, like 

holly and berries, are sometimes added. Their red 

color points ahead to Jesus’ sacrifice and death. 

Pinecones can symbolize the new life that Jesus 

brings through His resurrection. Families begin 

lighting a candle on the fourth Sunday before 

Christmas, and they light another candle each 

subsequent Sunday.  The four candles traditionally 

represent hope, faith, joy, and peace. Often, the 

first, second, and fourth candles are purple; the third 

candle is rose-colored.  A fifth white candle is 

placed in the middle and is lit on Christmas Day to 

celebrate Jesus’ birth. 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
9:00am Worship 

 

                             
 

 

Have a Safe & 

Blessed Christmas 

and New Year! 

mailto:nwill@quincylibrary.org
https://www.facebook.com/squarepeggrouptroupe/
https://www.facebook.com/squarepeggrouptroupe/
https://www.facebook.com/quincylibrary/

