
 1 

  THE BROADCASTER   DECEMBER, 2017 

 
 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year.  
 

 It’s time to trim the tree and deck the halls.  It’s time for roasting chestnuts and cookie 

decorating.  It’s time to make plans to travel to grandmother’s house and schedule the Christmas party.  

Soon the stockings will be hung with care and gifts will start piling up under the tree.  It’s the most 

wonderful  stressful time of the year. 
 

 So many things on the to-list – fight the crowds at the mall, max out the credit card, make nice at 

the office party, force the kids to smile for the family photo, squeeze in all the Christmas concerts, 

parties, get togethers, and oh yeah find time to wrap those presents.   
 

So little time to do it all!  And I admit I have a tendency to wait till the last minute, which 

doesn’t make it any easier.  Last year I waited for just the right weather to hang the Christmas lights on 

the house – they never did get put up.  Chances are you will find me at the store on Christmas Eve and 

more than once I ran out of time and was unable to get the gift I intended because it was no longer 

available.   
 

This time of year especially we have a tendency to run out of time or fill our time with too many 

things to do and so we fail to fully enjoy this most wonderful time of the year.   
 

Maybe we can help a little. This Advent season we will work through our Christmas to-do list 

each Sunday morning and transform those things that can fill us with stress into opportunities to share 

and remember what Christmas is really all about.  It certainly won’t give you more time to finish the 

things on your list, but it might just help you see that time in a different way. 
 

God certainly does.  You see we are reminded by Paul that “when the time had fully come God 

sent His Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem” (Galatians 4:4). For God it was not a 

stressful time, but the right time.  Even though people had been waiting for so long, God didn’t run out 

of time, but He came to redeem time – and us.  It was number one on His to-do list – born in the world, 

heal disease, proclaim the good news, overcome temptation, die on a cross, rise again, ascend back to 

heaven and redeem the world.  
 

That’s quite a list!  And that makes truly makes it the most wonderful time of the year.  

 

     Merry Christmas,  

 

 

 

 

      Pastor Steve 
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                   SERVING THE LORD IN  

                        DECEMBER 2017 

AT LUTHERAN CHURCH OF ST. JOHN 

 
USHERS: 

  8:00:    

10:30:    Marshall/Brown Family 

 
GREETERS:      

  8:00:   Greg & Connie Scott 

10:30:   

                                    
ELDERS:  

  8:00:  Aaron Clark 

10:30:  Steve Barteau 
 

ALTAR GUILD:   

Jodie Mauck, Lynda Happel  

       April Yates, Vicki Kline 

 
VAN DRIVERS: 

  3 – John Schonarth 

10 – Jim Waack 

17 – Kim Rosevold 

24 – Hugh Roderick 

31 – John Schonarth 
 

If you need to call to request a ride or cancel a ride 

for Sunday mornings, call 222-8579 and leave a 

message at extension  #408 for the Van Driver. 
 

                                                                     
December Prayer Focus – Tree of Life 

Each year our congregation helps about 20 families 

from the church and community with Christmas 

gifts for their children.  This is a wonderful 

opportunity to display Grace Overflowing. Pray for 

each of the families who will receive gifts.  Pray 

that they will recognize the gift of our Savior and 

that this act of kindness will bring joy to their 

Christmas celebration. 

 

                              

ELDER LIST 

Our church has eight Elders, and each Elder is 

assigned a portion of the congregation.  The elders 

assist the Pastors in the spiritual life of the 

congregation.  If you have a spiritual need or issue 

anytime or when Pastor Steve and Pastor Kendall 

are out of town, you can contact your Elder listed 

below.  
 

Elder        Phone       Member Name 

  Paul Johnson           217-577-3669             (A-B) 

  Steve Barteau          660-349-8095            (C-E) 

  Rustin Otney        785-766-9776          (F-Hi) 

  Matt Dietrich  217-653-0944        (Ho-K) 

  John Schonarth  217-224-3375            (L-M) 

  Tracy Hanlin  217-656-3010             (N-R) 

  Mike Happel  217-222-2858            (S-T) 

  Aaron Clark            217-209-1830             (U-Z) 

 

The Lutheran Church of St. John 
 

Phone number:    222-8579 

Fax number     222-1182 

Emails:  Pastor Steve Hayden – pastor@lcosj.org 

              Pastor Kendall Meyer –  

   associatepastor@lcosj.org 

              Marilyn – secretary@lcosj.org 

   Jan – christiancaregiving@lcosj.org 

              Website:  www.lcosj.org  

Church office hours: Mon.-Fri.: 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  

Staff may be in the office before or after these 

hours; however you should call before coming.  The 

church will be locked after the last staff person 

leaves for the day (unless there are evening 

activities.) 
 

SERMON SERIES 

Advent To-Do List 

As you get ready for Christmas there are many 

things on your to-do list.  During this special 

Advent series we will look at how we prepare for 

Christmas by focusing on giving and sharing 

instead of materialism.  We hope you as we look at 

a different activity each week.  

 December 3 – I Do Not Have Time – In the 

midst of the busyness of the Christmas season 

remember to be present with those around you. 

mailto:associatepastor@lcosj.org
mailto:secretary@lcosj.org
mailto:christiancaregiving@lcosj.org


 

 

3 

Sermon Series Continued…… 

 December 10 – Send Peace – when you send 

out your Christmas cards remember to send the 

peace of the Christ child. 

 December 17 – Share Joy – as you prepare 

those Christmas cookies to share with your family 

don’t forget to share the joy.   

 December 24 – Wrap in Love – wrapping 

those presents often comes at the last minute but 

this year we take time to wrap them in love.   

 

ADVENT and CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE 
 

     
 

December  6– Midweek Advent 

                Service with Communion                                
 

December 13 – Midweek Advent 

                           Service 
 

December 20 – Children’s  

                       Christmas Program 
 

December 24 – Christmas Eve –  

     9:30am United Worship 
Both our traditional and contemporary services 

will unite as one.  In this season of hustle and 

bustle, we move from wrapping presents to 

wrapping people in love, as Mary wrapped the 

Christ Child so lovingly in swaddling clothes. 
 

 6 & 8pm Christmas Eve Services  
Both service times will include familiar carols and the 

lighting of candles.   

 
December 25 – CHRISTMAS DAY  

                          9:30am Service 
Join us as worship the newborn King.  Service will 

include the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 

 

 

 

 

A Christmas Party  

for the whole congregation  

will be held on Saturday, 

December 9, 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
 

 

Plan to join in the fun & festivities for all ages as 

we come together to decorate Christmas cookies, 

make Christmas crafts, sing Christmas carols (led 

by our Youth One Voice), have your individual or 

family Christmas photo taken in the Photo Booth, 

and best of all here the story of the first Christmas.  

There will be hot dogs & chips and beverages 

available. 

If you would like to help the children with crafts, 

cookies, the Photo booth, or serving, please contact 

Erica Perry-Broeckemeier at eperryx@yahoo.com. 

 

Hope to see you in the  
Family Life Center! 

                              
 

      The Oasis 
The Wednesday evening worship service begins 

at 6:00 pm in the Oasis.  This is a casual worship 

about 40 minutes in length.  Please note:  starting 

December 6, for the three weeks of Advent, the 

Wednesday worship will meet in the sanctuary.   
 

Child care is available for younger kids and the 

coffee is always ready.  This service is a great 

opportunity to introduce someone to our 

congregation or invite someone who doesn’t 

normally come to church. 

mailto:eperryx@yahoo.com
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

For the month of October, 2017:               
   Giving:                       $ 43,810.87     

   Total All Expenses:    $44,694.91        

   Giving less exp.:       ($    884.04) 

 

2017 Contributions to the General Fund:  

Contributions to the General Fund were $45,600 

under budget through November 19
th

 and were 

$17,500 behind giving at the same time last year.  

We continue to see an upturn in giving since our 

plea for increased giving on October 9
th

.  We are so 

thankful for the superb response to increase your 

giving…praise God for your sacrifices!  Please 

continue to pray that our income will exceed 

expenses for the rest of 2017 and throughout 2018. 

 
        

Congregational Boards 

 

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION    

                                                           

“The Christmas Truth”   A traditional story 

of the true meaning of Christmas.  The Sunday 

School is having their annual Christmas 

program on WEDNESDAY, December 20th at 

6pm, in the sanctuary.  And join us afterwards for 

cookies and drinks. 

    For the first 3 weeks of December the children 

will be rehearsing during Sunday School at 9:30am 

in the Discovery Den.  Please have your children 

come and be a part of an amazing story.  

    Please let us know if your child will be able to 

attend and be part of this amazing story! Practices 

will be held in the Discovery Den in the weeks 

prior.                                        

CRADLE ROLL                               
There are twenty-eight children enrolled in the   

Cradle Roll.  Children receive materials until age 3, 

that parents can share with them about God’s love. 

   

 December Birthdays: 

  Magnolia Lynn Dietrich         2 yrs. old on Dec. 8 

  Theodore James Crabtree       2 yrs. old on Dec. 16 

  Felicity Grace Otten             2 yrs. old on Dec. 20 

     

Two Additions in November 

   Beau Alan Cirrincione    

                             Birthday:     September 25, 2017 

                               Baptized on November 12, 2017 

 

   Maddie Jo Willing  

                             Birthday:     September 28, 2017 

                               Baptized on November 26, 2017 

 

              --Wilma Tieman, Nursery Roll Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN CAREGIVING 
 

 

FOOD PANTRY  

In the month of October, our food pantry served 433 

households (an increase of 82 households).  These 

households were comprised of 1562 individuals (up 

195 from September) and of those 616 were 

children (increase of 80).  A special thank you to 

everyone that helps each day the pantry is open and 

with the different shipments and food deliveries.  

We had another donation of dozens or eggs from 

the local Genenbacher Egg Farm that were very  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

MISSION FOCUS 

FOR DECEMBER 

 Food Pantry  
The Mission offerings will assist in purchasing 

items for those on the Food Pantry.      
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Food Pantry continued….. 

much appreciated.  The Quincy Symphony 

Orchestra collected food donations at their 

November concert that Rhonda & Paul Johnson 

picked up for us.  A special thank you to all of those 

who donated additional funds to purchase food and 

to all of those who made several trips to the stores 

to pick up on-sale items to replenish our empty 

shelves while we waited for the Central IL 

Foodbank deliveries to get back on schedule.  

Thank you to two of our Thrivent members that 

applied for Thrivent Action Team grants to help us 

purchase meat and other needed items for our 

shelves.  With the numbers of those served going up 

in October these special donations helped put food 

on their shelves at home. 
 

Part Time FOOD PANTRY ADMINISTRATOR 

The Lutheran Church of St. John is accepting 

applications for a part time Food Pantry 

Administrator.  This position provides a wonderful 

opportunity to  make a difference in the community 

by serving those who deal with food insecurity. 

This individual would oversee all aspects of 

operating the Food Pantry, including managing 

volunteers and ordering food.  A complete job 

description can be obtained in the church office.  

The position is not limited to members of the 

Lutheran Church of St. John.  This position is for up 

to 16 hours per week.  Applications should be 

submitted to the church office.  If you have any 

questions about the position, see Pastor Steve. 
 

The Food Pantry is always looking for additional 

volunteers to help on a Monday or Thursday, even 

if for just the morning or afternoon.  Or, if you can 

help portion bulk items and restock shelves on other 

days.  You can either sign up on the bulletin board 

by the office or stop in the office if you can even be 

a backup that we can call when shorthanded. 
 

Thrivent Financial Benefit Members and 

Associate Members can apply for a Thrivent 

Action Team grant in order to financially assist the 

Food Pantry and the Clothing Pantry.  We have 

also had members from our sister congregations 

help with the food pantry, and Thrivent helped 

another purchased fleece sleepers for little ones 

to stay warm in their beds at night.  If you have 

an opportunity to offer support in this way but don’t 

know how, talk to Jan Fritz, Jim Totsch, Janet 

Totsch, Denise Pearcy, Steve Barteau, or Marilyn 

Humphrey and they can assist you. 
 

CLOSET OF GRACE –Cleaning your closets? 

We estimate that over 60% of the families that 

come to our food pantry also visit our closet of 

grace, in search of clothes.  Make sure they are 

CLEAN and STAIN FREE and FREE of HOLES.  

We always especially need clothes for babies, kids 

and teens.  Spread the word to your family and 

friends too.  Thank you to Kim Duesdieker and Tina 

Beaston for all of their hard work sorting, hanging 

up clothes, and keeping the Closet of Grace in an 

orderly fashion. 
 

MANNA MEALS - If you or a loved one could 

benefit from having a couple of home cooked meals 

a week during a time of illness or after being 

hospitalized, please let Jim & Janet Totsch, Pastor 

Steve or Marilyn know and these can be arranged 

for 2 or 3 weeks. If you would consider taking 

meals to a church member in need, please let Jim & 

Janet know via email jtotsch@hughes.net or call 

779-8603 or 779-3303.  Each person usually makes 

2-3 meals a year.  
 

Gently Used Toys or new, are being collected 

by the Board of Christian Caregiving for a 

Christmas Toy Give-a-way. If possible 

include items for older children. Bring them to the 

office and place them in the box by the counter.  

The Give-away will be held on Mondays and 

Thursdays, December 4, 7, 11 & 14, so bring your 

items in this week.  
  

TREE of LIFE   The Tree of Life will serve 

16 families and nearly 50 kids this year. Each child 

will receive two gifts and each family will receive a 

gift card that can be used to help with extra needs. 

Please wrap the gifts, attach the tag and return 

gifts to LCOSJ by December 3
rd

.   

mailto:jtotsch@hughes.net
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BOARD OF EVANGELISM 
 

HORIZON’S – Serve meals. 

      Volunteers are needed to help serve meals on 

every 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Mondays of the month.  The sign-

up sheet is on the bulletin board by the office.  Sign 

up for December and January.  Hot meals are served 

11:30am – 12:30pm.  A couple of the regular 

volunteers are out of town so if we could use 

additional volunteers for a couple of months. 

 

BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 

                                                   
Thank you so much for your continued 

support to the Hearts Overflowing Debt Reduction 

Campaign.  Donations of more than $286,300 

received through November have enabled us to 

reduce our mortgage principal from over 

$666,000 at the end of May to under $392,000.   

If you need more green Hearts Overflowing 

envelopes to assist you in regular giving to the 

campaign, additional envelopes may be found on 

the information desk in the Church Narthex.  Using 

these envelopes will help the Board of Stewardship 

keep accurate giving records. 

Thank you for your sacrificial giving to the 

Campaign!  Please continue to pray that God would 

bountifully bless the Lutheran Church of St. John 

through this Campaign. 

 

Consecrated Stewards Results:  We completed 

our stewardship emphasis called “Disciples Living 

as Grace-Filled Stewards” on November 19
th

. 

A total of 66 giving units completed 

Estimate of Giving Cards and committed a total 

of $310,572.  This is an increase of almost 

$15,000 or 5% over the offerings from the same 

group this year. 

A total of 66 giving units present to fill 

out Estimate of Giving Cards committed a total 

of $310,572.  This is an increase of almost 

$15,000 or 5% over the offerings from the same 

group this year. 

Based on last year’s giving records, we 

can expect to receive $127,744 during the 

coming year from people who have consistent 

giving patterns during the past twelve months 

but have not yet completed a giving card for 

2018. 

There are blank giving cards in the 

pews.  If you have not completed a card, please 

do so and place it in the offering plate. 

 

BOARD OF YOUTH & FAMILY  

                                               MINISTRIES 
 

Senior High - join us on Sunday morning for 

Sunday school  at 9:30am in the Youth Room with 

Aaron Clark as their leader Aaron has been known 

to stop by and pick up donuts every once in a while! 
 

 ALL JUNIOR HIGH & HIGH 

SCHOOL YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY will 

be held on Sunday, December 10
th

 at 6:00 pm.  

Wear your ugly Christmas sweater and bring a 

white elephant gift to exchange.  Boys bring a snack 

to share and girls bring a drink to share.  Friends are 

invited to join us too.      
 

HY-VEE SCRIP - Members of the Teen LYF 

group sell scrip.  Use these cards at the Hy-Vee 

grocery store and at their gas stations.  It’s just like 

cash—Hy-Vee donates 5% of each card to our Teen 

LYF group.  You can also buy Scrip during regular 

church office hours from Marilyn.     
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CONGREGATIONAL EVENTS  
   
 

ADVENT DESSERTS – Various desserts and/or 

cookies will be served with coffee, hot chocolate 

and water following our Advent Services this year.  

Stop in the Oasis after worship for some Christmas 

season fellowship and goodies.  A free-will offering 

will be accepted by those furnishing the treats.  We 

will not be having the pre-service suppers this year. 

   December   6
th

 – Mary & Martha Guild 

   December 13
th

 – To be determined 

   December 20
th

 – Board of Christian Education 

 

 Connection Point Café 
Located in the OASIS 

 

Stay after worship, come early before Sunday 

School and Bible Class, or before worship and 

enjoy some coffee, tea, or hot chocolate along with 

some breakfast treats and a chance to meet and visit 

with fellow members.  This is a great opportunity to 

welcome visitors.  A sign-up sheet is on the counter 

in the office if you would be willing to provide 

some breakfast treats one week.            

      
 

 

 

BIBLE STUDIES        

 

                                                     

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS begins at 

9:30am.  Grab some coffee and/or donut/treat at the 

Connection Point Café and join us.  There are two 

different studies to choose from.  

Faces of Faith meets in the Oasis. We are currently 

in a study of different religions and denominations.  

If you have every had questions about what others 

believe this is a great opportunity to find out. 

Adventures in Advent:  Advent, comes from the 

Latin word adventus which means "arrival," in this 

3-week Bible study we will adventure through the 

candles of the advent wreath to ponder their 

meaning and the great sacrifice that our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ, made for us by coming to earth 

as an infant. Join us in the conference room  as we 

learn that the advent wreath can be a great teaching 

tool and reminder for Christians of the true meaning 

of Christmas. 

                                                

KELLER MONDAY NIGHT STUDY GROUP 

On December 4
th

, the Monday night Bible study 

group  will meet at church.  They will meet again on 

Monday evenings at Bill & Lynda Keller’s home, 

on December 11 and 18.  They will continue the 

“Foundations” small group study this month, at 

7:00pm. 
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

“DAVID – Seeking a Heart Like His” is the book 

Study for the Tuesday morning Women’s group.  

They will continue this study by Beth Moore.  Talk 

to Lynda Keller, if you would like to participate and 

to pick up a study guide, or join us one morning if 

you would like to check it out, we’d love to have 

you. 
 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS 

The Wednesday morning Bible class is taking a 

break until after the holidays.  Watch for 

announcements after the first of the year.   
      

MENS BIBLE BREAKFAST  
This group of men meets on Thursday mornings at 

6:30am in the Family Life Center, for Bible study 

and breakfast, and some of the best coffee in 

Quincy.  This group is usually finished around 

7:30am to give you time to head to work or your to-

do list.  If you would like to join this group, either 

every morning or just a few, enter through the 

kitchen on the south side of the building.     
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   The First Place 4 Health group 

will be meet for registration of a second session at 

8:00am on Saturday, December 16
th

.  Melissa Baker 

will begin a new session for beginners along the 

journey of First Place 4 Health.  If you are 

interested in joining this Christ-centered weight-loss 

and healthy-living program which has guided 

hundreds of thousands of people to a healthy 

lifestyle.  

 

If you have questions about the study, contact 

Melissa Baker at email melissaturner-

baker@hotmail.com or call her at 217-653-9963 for 

more information.  Do you want to improve your 

relationships with others?  Do you desire to be 

physically fit?  Are you tired of being tired?  Would 

you like to know God in a more intimate way?  The 

answer is here! 
               

SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS 

 

           
LADIES’ AID SOCIETY  

The Ladies Aid members will on Wednesday, 

December 6th  at 11:30 am for lunch and fellowship 

at Jimbeanas.  Wilma Tieman and  on the Cheer & 

Social serving refreshments. Mites will be collected.                 

                                                                                                   

MARY & MARTHA GUILD 

The Mary/Martha Christmas meal will be Dec 5 at 

6:00pm. Again this year, Jan Fritz will provide a 

meal for members and guests. A free will offering 

to benefit the Food Pantry is greatly appreciated. 

Members should notify Janet Enroth if they plan to 

attend (and bring a guest or two) so Jan will know 

how many to prepare for. 

Members signed up to bring desserts for Dec 6 

following the Advent Service that evening. 

                           

 

MEN’S CLUB The Men’s Club will not meet in 

December, however they will resume in January.                                          

 

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Guatemala Mission 2018 – Mark your 

calendar for our next mission adventure, September 

1-8. 2018.  Registration will begin in January. 

 

                                   
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

NEED VOICES - St. John’s Choir and One 

Voice are always looking for additional Singers 

and Musicians for their next musical offerings. If 

you are interested, see Lynn Meyer or Denise 

Pearcy with any questions, or stop in the church 

office.  The Choir will be singing at the 8am 

service one Sunday in December.  
 

     
 

A Christmas Sing-along is planned on Thursday, 

December 14
th

 at 2:00pm at the Illinois Veterans 

Home.   Tune up your Christmas Caroling voices 

and join Denise Pearcy (on Piano) and others as 

they entertain our Veterans at The Singalong is at 

Illinois Veterans Home, Elmore Unit.   

            
 

New Full-time Organist              

The Lutheran Church of St. John has a new 

Organist, Russel Wilson.  Mr. Wilson will begin 

playing for us on December 6.  He has extensive 

experience playing for different churches in the area 

and is very excited to have the opportunity to share 

his passion for playing organ music.  We extend to 

him a warm welcome. 

mailto:melissaturner-baker@hotmail.com
mailto:melissaturner-baker@hotmail.com
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OASIS Wednesday Evening Nursery – Allison 

Hollenstine is coordinating the volunteers to 

supervise the nursery during the 6pm-7pm worship 

in the Oasis.  The nursery is right next door and has 

lots of toys and things to entertain the young 

children while their parents are in worship.  If you 

would be willing to help one or more evenings, 

please contact Allison at ahollenstine@hotmail.com 

or 217-430-7844 

St. James Lutheran School News       

 

ST JAMES STUDENTS will sing next at St. 

James on Sunday, December 10. 

      CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS –  

The PreK-Kindergarten Christmas program will be 

Tuesday, December 12
th

. The 1
st
 – 8

th
 grade 

Christmas program will be Thursday, December 14 

at 6:30 also in the gym. Both programs will begin at 

6:30 pm and will take place in the gym. Please 

come and join us as we share the Christian message 

of Christmas. 

 

CHRISTMAS BREAK 

The last day of school before Christmas break is 

Wednesday, December 20th (11:30 dismissal). 

We return to school Wednesday, January 3rd. 
 

CAR MAGNETS - St. James Lutheran School 

Magnets are available in our church office. These 5-

1/2” diameter magnets can be displayed on your 

car/truck/SUV or any metal surface to show support 

or advertise for the school. The magnets are 

available in the office if you would like to purchase 

one for $5.00.  The proceeds go to St. James 

Lutheran School. 
 

           

NEWS & NOTES     

 

 “Serve the LORD with Gladness” 
 

LWML MISSION GRANT #4:   

      Tanzanian Sewing Center ($25,000) 
 

Young girls in remote villages of Tanzania have 

little hope for a future. Many end up as slaves, 

prostitutes, or married at a very young age. Through 

this LWML grant, the Tanzanian Sewing Center is 

teaching these girls to sew, giving them a life skill. 

At the same time, they’re learning about Jesus and 

sharing the Gospel with their families. Find out how 

the LWML is helping these girls come to know 

Jesus. Check out our website at 

www.lwml.org/mission-grants under grant #4 

 

If you would like to contribute to the LWML 

Mission Grant for December, you can donate thru 

our Ladies Aid Society or Mary & Martha groups. 

See Debi Royalty or Marilyn in the office.                                                

         

Many resources are available on the Lutheran 

Church Missouri Synod website on many different 

topics.  Check out the site at www.lcms.org. 

VIDEO - “Treasures of the Reformation” – In 

this video series, President Harrison teaches 

interesting and important facts about the 

reformation centered around the “Martin Luther: 

Art and the Reformation” exhibit at the Minneapolis 

Institute of Art. 

PHOTOS - Follow LCMS President Rev. Dr. 

Matthew Harrison as he helps celebrate the 500th 

anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation at 

Concordia University, St. Paul; Concordia 

University Chicago; and Concordia Theological 

Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

mailto:ahollenstine@hotmail.com
http://www.lwml.org/mission-grants%20under%20grant#4
http://www.lutheranreformation.org/
http://www.lcms.org/
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AUDIO - Kip Allen, host of “World Lutheran 

News Digest” and avid home-brewer, talks with 

guest Rev. Dr. Mark Bangert, pastor of Immanuel 

Lutheran Church in Washington, Mo., and winner 

of Brew in the Lou for the last two years, about beer 

and the history of the Reformation. 

 

BLOGS – Where have all the Christians gone? 

                                                    by Heath R. Curtis 

The data are clear: American Christianity is in 

decline, and every major church body — 

including the LCMS — is feeling the pinch. 

For the Church of Jesus Christ the answer to 

every challenge always boils down to this: Be 

faithful. Be faithful to the Lord, faithful to the 

vocations He has given us, faithful to one another in 

love. Of course, this general truth needs to be 

applied specifically to different challenges and 

difficulties. 

Despite the challenges the Church in 

America is facing, there is no doubt that the Lord 

has placed you and your congregation where you 

are for a reason, for His purposes, for the blessing 

of the people of God and for the spreading of the 

Gospel. 

So be faithful, pray and put your hand to 

the plow. The Lord will bless the effort. 

For the complete article go to 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2017/where-have-all-the-

christians-gone. 
 

 Camp CILCA Outdoor Ministries  

                  - 2018:   What's Next? 
What's next for Camp CILCA? Come and see! The 

first Annual Banquet will feature dinner, 

entertainment, Dr Joel Heck speaking on the 

importance of the doctrine of Creation, and an 

opportunity to see where CILCA is headed in the 

next year beyond. 

Camp CILCA Annual Banquet 
Sunday, January 28, 2018 at Our Savior's Lutheran 

Church in Springfield.  SPEAKER: Dr Joel Heck - 

Tickets: $40 - Purchase tickets by January 20 by 

mailing camp@cilca.org 

or calling the camp office at 217-487-7497 

                      
 

DESIGNATE YOUR CHOICE DOLLARS FOR 

YOUR FAVORITE CHARITABLE FUND 

Eligible Thrivent members earn Choice Dollars and 

can choose how they are distributed.  The Thrivent 

Choice® charitable grant program engages Thrivent 

Financial members in providing grants that support 

charitable activities, furthering Thrivent’s mission 

and its purposes under state law.   Members become 

eligible based on insurance premiums and contract 

values. Eligible members are designated Choice 

Dollars that they can direct to enrolled charities.  If 

your Choice Dollars haven't been directed to a 

particular fund, such as Lutheran Church of St. 

John, St. James Lutheran School, Lutheran Hour 

Ministries, etc.  Choice Dollars are distributed 

monthly to the member’s selection. St. John’s have 

been blessed to receive $7.547.00 in Thrivent 

Choice so far in 2017.  If you have any questions 

you can call Thrivent Financial Associates Josh 

Schenck at 217-257-0232 or Mick Goslin at 314-

452-0477, or ask Marilyn in the office. 

 

Need Seed money for Projects?? 

Thrivent Action Teams may be able to help 

your group or organization. If you are a Thrivent 

Financial member or have a Thrivent Member in 

your group, you can apply for Thrivent funds to 

help with a fundraiser or to finance an event.  It’s 

easy and fun!  Go to www.thrivent.com/actionteam 

and   simply APPLY.  Thrivent will provide 

resources to help you plan the event, promotional 

items, and a Community Impact Debit Card loaded 

with $250 of seed money.   

To learn more you can speak to a member of the 

LCOSJ Thrivent Action Team Committee; Steve 

Barteau, Jan Fritz, Marilyn Humphrey, Denise 

Pearcy, Michelle Soltwedel, or Jim & Janet Totsch. 

It’s a great way to help financially many of the 

activities that we have here at the Lutheran Church 

of St. John, St. James Lutheran School, or other 

groups that you may be involved in. Gather your 

“Team” and hit APPLY. 

           

https://blogs.lcms.org/2017/where-have-all-the-christians-gone
https://blogs.lcms.org/2017/where-have-all-the-christians-gone
https://www.thrivent.com/
http://www.thrivent.com/actionteam
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Dates to Remember:         
 

December  6 –  Midweek Advent Service  

December 9  –  Christmas Party 

December 13 –  Midweek Advent Service 

December 20 – Children’s Christmas Program 

December 24 – Christmas Eve – 9:30am Joint 

                                                       Service 

                  Christmas Eve Services 6pm & 8pm  
   

 December 25 – CHRISTMAS DAY -  9:30am 

 December 31 – New Year’s Eve-8am & 10:30am 

 
            

  

           DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

           Wedding Date    Years 

Rich & Gayla Gastler  12/3/1988         29 

Jim & Janell Farmer  12/18/1982         35 

 

                 DECEMBER   
      BIRTHDAYS 
Cheryl Kestner 12/1 

Amber Perrine 12/2 

Emma Backoff             12/3 

Michael Broadwater             12/3 

Lexi Herman              12/3 

Rayleen Holzgraefe             12/3 

Tim Mitchell              12/3 

Hunter Luker              12/4 

Anna Zelle              12/4 

Dain Heming              12/5 

Lauren Tenhouse             12/5 

Tyler Turnbaugh             12/5 

Brian Patterson             12/6 

Michael Parrish             12/7 

Magnolia Dietrich             12/8 

Nathan Zimmerman             12/8 

Katlyn Grott              12/9 

Kyle Cirrincione           12/10 

Peggy Duesdieker           12/10 

Kevin Soltwedel           12/10 

Aaron Marshall           12/11 

Dillon Waack            12/11 

Ryely Meyer            12/12 

Hila Waterkotte           12/12 

Jacob Houghton           12/13 

Bethany McMahon           12/15 

Theodore Crabtree                     12/16 

Barbara Freiburg           12/16 

Renita Goodwin           12/16 

Carolyn Bergström           12/17 

Michael Bergström           12/17 

Marlena Gorton           12/18 

Chase Nierman           12/18 

John Schonarth           12/18 

Wilma Tieman           12/18 

Jonathon Gibleon           12/20 

Joseph Barnes            12/21 

Nicholas Cory            12/22 

Anne Marshall            12/22 

Steve Barteau            12/23 

Cathy Boren            12/23 

Cathy Collison           12/24 

Josh Gibleon            12/24 

Emberly Stolte           12/24 

John Ufkes            12/25 

Kathy Flowerree           12/26 

Austin Baker            12/27 

Zoe Duschinsky           12/27 

Alyssa Gooding           12/27 

Lue Wehner            12/27 

Danielle Wiley           12/27 

Bobby Anders            12/28 

Chris Enroth            12/29 

Margaret Gilbert           12/29 

Dan Merker            12/29 

Felicity Otten            12/30 

Jody Mauck            12/31 
 

If your name is not on the Anniversary or Birthday list, or if 

you wish your name removed, please contact Marilyn at the 

church office. If a date is incorrect, please let me know. The 

deadline for submitting an article in the January 

Broadcaster is Friday, December 22.    
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

There are many Christmas season events (too 

numerous to list here) around our area that would 

provide a great family adventure for young and 

older.  Whether day or evening, some of recent eras 

and some of historic nature, choose one or several 

and slow down the busy pace of life and enjoy….. 

                                
Saturday, Dec. 2

nd
 – Deck the halls with 

ornaments you made at the Library’s Annual 

Ornament Workshop!  Stop into the library anytime 

between 10 am and 12 pm to make three ornaments 

to hang on your tree!  At the Kids Ornament 

Workshop – 10am-12:00pm. 
 

             Reserve your spot at the  

Teen Christmas Ugly Sweater Party at 2pm-4pm 

in the Large meeting room. 223-1309 ext. 223 
Ugly sweaters and good cheer! It’s that time of 

year! And it’s gonna get ugly at the First Annual 

Ugly Christmas Sweater Party and Ornament 

Workshop just for teens on Saturday, December 2, 

in the Large Meeting Room from 2-4 pm. Teens 

are invited to wear their ugliest Christmas Sweater 

while they make 4-5 ornaments for the tree as they 

enjoy good food and good fun with their fellow 

teens. Strut your stuff on the runway for the Most  

Ugly, Uglier and Ugliest prizes as well as enjoy a 

Hot Chocolate and Cookie Bar at this Yuletide 

Event. Reservations are requested to ensure 

adequate supplies. Kick off the holidays with this 

delightful gathering! 

 

Reserve your spot at the Rudolph 

Marionette Puppet Show at 6:00pm on Sunday, 

Dec. 4 and at 10:15am on Monday, Dec. 4, 

Tuesday, Dec. 5 & Thursday-Saturday, Dec. 7, 8 

& 9.  Join us as we celebrate the hero in all of us at 

this year’s performance of Rudolph the Red-nosed 

Reindeer. Puppet shows are designed for children of 

all ages and fill up fast so reserve your spot today 

by calling 223-1309 ext. 501 or online at 

quincylibrary.org.   

 

The Governor John Wood Mansion 

Candlelight Tours are a well-loved tradition in 

Quincy. The 2017 Tour dates are:  Free and open 

to the public from 6-8pm, held on Dec. 2, 9, 

15, 16, 22, 23
rd

.  Bring your family and take a 

step back in time as you see the Greek Revival 

home of Quincy's founder beautifully decorated for 

the holidays. This year's theme is German 

Christmas Traditions. In addition to learning about 

German traditions, you will also hear stories about 

Quincy's German heritage and how it relates to John 

Wood. You will also hear seasonal music from area 

performers. All tours are free and open to the pubic. 

However, it is advised that you call ahead and 

reserve your spot on the tour. Tours leave every 20 

minutes. 

Local artist Noah McNally will perform at this tour. 

HSQAC would like to thank the Oakley-Lindsay 

Foundation of Quincy Media, Inc. for sponsoring 

the tours this year. 
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Family Christmas at the Mansion 

Sunday, December 10
th

 , 1pm – 4pm at the John 

Wood Mansion at 12
th

 & State Street.  · Hosted by 

Historical Society of Quincy and Adams County 

Gather up your children, grandchildren, nieces, or 

nephews and stop by the Governor John Wood 

Mansion on Sunday, December 10, from 1 to 4 p.m. 

for a Family Christmas at the Mansion.  
 

The fun will start at the Visitor's Center, across the 

brick alley from the Mansion. There, an instructor 

from the Quincy Art Center will help children make 

German Christmas decorations. Then, children and 

their families will head over to the Mansion to put 

their decorations on HSQAC's Christmas tree.  

At the Mansion, children can visit Santa Claus and 

tell him what they want for Christmas. They can 

also visit Mrs. Claus, who will read them a 

Christmas story. 

Please call 217-222-1835 with any questions! 

 

Victorian Festival of 

Christmas  
in Hannibal MO will be held throughout December. 

The Hannibal Elementary Schools are coming back 

to historic downtown Hannibal and they are 

bringing their carolers! Join us in downtown as they 

fill the streets and shops with sounds of the season 

on Saturday, December 2. 

This years schedule is as follows: 

1:00 - Oakwood/ Mark Twain Elementary 

2:00 - Veterans Elementary 

3:00 - Eugene Field Elementary 

4:00 - Stowell Elementary 

Do you have a group that would like to carol during 

the Victorian Festival of Christmas? For more 

information please message us on Facebook or 

email us at info@historichannibalmo.com. You may 

also call Kenna Bogue at (636)385-0643.  

The Hannibal Jaycees is sponsoring their annual 

Christmas Parade at 6:00pm on December 2
nd

 in 

historic downtown Hannibal. 

 

Quincy University is holding Christmas Concerts 

in December. 
 

On Thursday, December 6
th

, at 6:00pm 

Festive pieces with a jazzy twist will be performed 

as well as several standard jazz works. The band 

will perform Swing The Songs of Christmas, 

Santa Rocks the House, All I Want for Christmas 

is You. Vocalist, Emily Cintron, will join the band 

for a fun arrangement of Santa Baby. The band is 

under the direction of Dr. Christine Damm, 

Assistant Professor of Music. The concert is free 

and open to the public. Please contact Dr. 

Christine Damm if you have any questions: 217-

228-5432 x3159. 

 

On Sunday, December 10
th

:  at 3 pm and 7:30 pm 

Sights and Sounds of Christmas” choir concert 

features songs, “O Magnum Mysterium” by 

Victoria and an arrangement for four hand piano 

and hand bells of “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” 

by Dan Forrest. Amy K. Stollberg is the conductor 

and accompanists are Laura Kammerer and Laura 

Mackrides. This concert is free and open to the 

public. 

                   

The Great River Genealogical Society will gather 

on Thursday, December 14, 2017.  Those attending 

will be entertained with an evening of piano and 

vocal music by Tom & Doris Deede. Come join us 

as we celebrate the Christmas season.  The program 

will begin at 7:00 pm in the Lutheran Church of St. 

John’s Family Life Center, 3340 State Street in 

Quincy. Refreshments will be served following the 

program.  Go to www.gr-gs.org for more Society 

information and resources.    

https://www.facebook.com/hsqac/
https://www.facebook.com/QuincyIllinoisArtCenter/
https://www.facebook.com/VictorianChristmasinHannibal/
https://www.facebook.com/VictorianChristmasinHannibal/
http://www.gr-gs.org/
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      2017-2018 – 10th Annual 
Trinity Concert Series 
 

                        Trinity Lutheran Church 
    135 NE Randolph Ave, Peoria, IL 61606 
 

Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols                 

      Wednesday, December 13th, 7:00 p.m. 
Celebrate Christmas with Trinity’s musical 

ensembles as they present their annual Festival of 

Nine Lessons and Carols. Pre-Service music will 

begin at 6:30 p.m. The program will last about an 

hour and thirty minutes. Join us as we lift our voices 

and sing the hymns and carols of the season and 

celebrate the birth of the Christ Child with joyful 

instrumental and choral music. The service features 

the Trinity Sanctuary and Youth Choirs, Brass and 

Chamber Ensembles, Bells of Joy, along with our 

Cantor, Peter Wykert on organ.  A free-will offering 

will be taken. 

Founded in 2002, the Trinity Concert Series has 

brought many talented musicians to the Central 

Illinois area, while at the same time offering local 

musicians an opportunity for sharing their glorious 

talents. A free-will offering will be taken at each 

concert, but there is no charge to attend. We hope 

you will be able to join us! 

 The LCOSJ Food Pantry will be 

participating in the Souper Bowl of Caring 2018.  

The Souper Bowl of Caring is a national movement 

of young people working to fight hunger and 

poverty in their own communities around the time 

of the Super Bowl football game. In the weeks 

leading up to or on Super Bowl Sunday (Feb.4), 

young people take up a collection (many use a soup 

pot), asking for one dollar or one item of food for 

people in need. They give 100% of their donation 

directly to the local hunger-relief charity of their 

choice. Watch for more information in the coming 

months. 

 

 

 

Adams County & Quincy City Hall        

December Holiday Hours – Closed 

  Sunday, December 22-Christmas Holiday  

 Monday, December 25 –Christmas Day             
 
 

    Quincy Public Library -  Closed 
 Sunday, December 24-Christmas Eve  

Monday, December 25–Christmas Day Sunday, 

January 1-New Year’s Day 
 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
the Church office will be closed 

the Food Pantry will be closed 
 

 

 
 

 

Have a Safe & 

Blessed Christmas 

and New Year’s Eve. 

 

                       
 

     
              

 

 

 


