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March 27, 2022 
 

Witnesses to Christ – Barabbas 

Barabbas was a heartless, brutal criminal with anger in his heart and blood on his 

hands. Custom dictated that Pontius Pilate should release one prisoner at the feast of 

Passover. Pilate knows Jesus is innocent and tries to get the crowd to ask for Jesus’ 

release, but the crowd calls instead for Barabbas. The crowd condemns the innocent 

Jesus and demands that the guilty Barabbas receive a pardon. We are Barabbas. We 

are guilty and sinful and deserving of death. But we are also Barabbas in that Jesus 

takes our place, takes our punishment, and sets us free. 
                                           
 

 

Welcome & Announcements  
 

Opening Song                                Spirit of the Living God 
 

Verse 1 

Spirit of the living God 

Spirit of the living God 

We only want to hear Your voice 

We're hanging on ev'ry word 

Spirit of the living God 

Spirit of the living God 

We want to know You more and more 

We're hanging on ev'ry word 
 

Come and speak to us Lord 

 

Verse 2 

Spirit of the living God 

Spirit of the living God 

We're leaning in to all You are 

Ev'rything else can wait 

Spirit of the living God 

Spirit of the living God 

Come now and breathe upon our hearts 

Come now and have Your way 
 

Chorus  

'Cause when You speak and when You move 

When You do what only You can do 
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It changes us 

It changes what we see and what we seek 

When You come in the room 

When You do what only You can do 

It changes us 

It changes what we see and what we seek 

You're changing ev'rything 
 

Bridge 1 

When You move You move all our fears 

When You move You move us to tears 

When You move You move all our fears 

When You move You move us to tears 
 

Bridge 2 

When You fall we fall on our knees 

When You fall we fall at Your feet 

And when You fall we fall on our knees 

And when You fall we fall at Your feet  
 

Verse 1 

Spirit of the living God 

Spirit of the living God 

We only want to hear Your voice 

We're hanging on ev'ry word 

Spirit of the living God 

Spirit of the living God 

We want to know You more and more 

We're hanging on ev'ry word 
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A Time for Prayer and a Prayer Confessing Our Sins 
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Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose 

again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen.   
     
 

Bible Readings 
Psalm 102:18–22 
Let this be recorded for a generation to come, so that a people yet to be created 

may praise the Lord: that He looked down from His holy height; from heaven 

the Lord looked at the earth, to hear the groans of the prisoners, to set free those who 

were doomed to die, that they may declare in Zion the name of the Lord, and in 

Jerusalem His praise, when peoples gather together, and kingdoms, to worship 

the Lord. 
  

2 Corinthians 3:15–18 
 Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts. But when one 

turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of 

the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the 

Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. 

For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 
 

 

Song                                                                                                       Jesus Paid It All 
  

And I hear the Savior say 

Thy strength indeed is small 

Child of weakness, watch and pray 

Find in Me thine all in all 

   

Jesus paid it all 

All to Him I owe 

Sin had left a crimson stain 

He washed it white as snow 

  

Lord, now indeed I find 

Thy pow'r and Thine alone 
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Can change the leper's spots 

And melt the heart of stone 

  

Jesus paid it all 

All to Him I owe 

Sin had left a crimson stain 

He washed it white as snow 

 

And when before the throne 

I stand in Him complete 

Jesus died my soul to save 

My lips shall still repeat 

  

Jesus paid it all 

All to Him I owe 

Sin had left a crimson stain 

He washed it white as snow 

 

Sin had left a crimson stain 

He washed it white as snow 

He washed it white as snow 

He washed it white as snow 
 

Oh praise the one who paid my debt 

And raised this life up from the dead  Sing total 3x 

 

Jesus paid it all 

All to Him I owe 

Sin had left a crimson stain 

He washed it white as snow 
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Gospel Reading 
John 18:33–40 

 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to Him, “Are 

You the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or 

did others say it to you about Me?” Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation 

and the chief priests have delivered You over to me. What have You done?” Jesus 

answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My 

servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But 

My kingdom is not from the world.” Then Pilate said to Him, “So You are a king?” Jesus 

answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I 
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have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth 

listens to My voice.” Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?” After he had said this, he went 

back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in Him. But you have a custom 

that I should release one man for you at the Passover. So do you want me to release 

to you the King of the Jews?” They cried out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now 

Barabbas was a robber. 
 

Lenten Drama: Barabbas                    Portrayed by Pastor Mark Tewes     
                                            

Today’s Message                    Witnesses to Christ - Barabbus               

 

The Prayers    
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  

Amen 
 

Song                                                        Living Hope 
 

Verse 1 

How great the chasm that lay between us 

How high the mountain I could not climb 

In desperation I turned to heaven 

And spoke Your name into the night 

Then through the darkness Your loving-kindness 

Tore through the shadows of my soul 

The work is finished the end is written 

Jesus Christ my living hope 
 

Verse 2 
Who could imagine so great a mercy 

What heart could fathom such boundless grace 

The God of ages stepped down from glory 

To wear my sin and bear my shame 

The cross has spoken I am forgiven 

The King of kings calls me His own 

Beautiful Savior I’m Yours forever 

Jesus Christ my living hope 
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Chorus  

Hallelujah praise the One who set me free 

Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me 

You have broken every chain 

There’s salvation in Your name 

Jesus Christ my living hope 

 
Chorus  

Hallelujah praise the One who set me free 

Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me 

You have broken every chain 

There’s salvation in Your name 

Jesus Christ my living hope 

 
Verse 3 

Then came the morning that sealed the promise 

Your buried body began to breathe 

Out of the silence the Roaring Lion 

Declared the grave has no claim on me 

 
Verse 3 

Then came the morning that sealed the promise 

Your buried body began to breathe 

Out of the silence the Roaring Lion 

Declared the grave has no claim on me 
 

Jesus Yours is the victory 
 

Chorus  

Hallelujah praise the One who set me free 

Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me 

You have broken every chain 

There’s salvation in Your name 

Jesus Christ my living hope 
 

Chorus  
Hallelujah praise the One who set me free 

Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me 
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You have broken every chain 

There’s salvation in Your name 

Jesus Christ my living hope 
 

Ending 

Jesus Christ my living hope 

Oh God You are my living hope 
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The Benediction 
 

 
  


