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March Newsletter 
2018 

 
 

What’s Going on This Month?  

Come join us at Laurel Church for our Worship Night with altar call. 

 

For More Information on Any Events Contact the Church Office.  
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“To Whom Should We Pay Attention” 
I know a lot of people who tend to put down 

philosophy and examining, as a waste of time, 

where our values, ethics, lifestyles, attitudes and the 

way we view life come from.  The fact is that most, 

if not all, our thinking and acting can be traced 

directly to many ancient philosophers.  The saying 

that there’s nothing new under the sun is 

uncontroversial.  Much of our actions and thoughts 

that we think as unique and “ourselves” are just a 

rehash of what had been written, talked about, and 

acted out by people centuries before. 

We didn’t invent logical thinking, it was already 

active by the middle of the 3rd century BCE.  It has 

been said all the plots of all the stories and plays 

that have ever been written can be reduced to just 7 

plots developed by early Greek play writers: 1. 

Overcoming the Monster, 2. Rags to Riches, 3. The 

Quest, 4. Voyage and Return, 5. Rebirth, 6. 

Comedy, and 7. Tragedy.1   

Because we have been influenced by so many 

people in the past, we can understand why there are 

so many cultures around the world with different 

ways of viewing and understanding life and 

relationships.  

Although there are so are so many philosophers and 

teachers, I’ll attempt to just name a few.  I’m sure 

you can think of many more.  Here’s a very short 

list: Aristotle, Plato, Socrates, Confucius, Laozi, 

Gautama Buddha, Friedrich Nietzsche, Blaise 

Pascal, Mohammed, Moses and Jesus Christ.   

With all these various thoughts, which ones should 

we be reading, studying or living out their values 

and philosophy?  Which ones should we take 

seriously?  All these persons have one thing in 

common.  They are all dead, except one.   

                                                           
1 Booker, Christopher, The Seven Basic Plots' 'Why We Tell 

Stories', 728 pages. Continuum 

Only Jesus rose from the grave.  Only Jesus 

demonstrated the truth of His words.  Everyone else 

shared their thoughts, lived their life, and then died.   

If I have a choice of listening to or reading the 

words of a dead person or listening and reading the 

words of someone who has returned from the grave, 

I think I’d take seriously the one who was 

resurrected. 

Buddha may talk about the beauty of nothingness; 

Nietzsche may proclaim personal power; 

Mohammed may convey his visions, but Jesus 

overcame death to back up what he lived, taught and 

promised. 

So, when Jesus came to die for our self-centered 

sins and open the way to a new and eternal life with 

God, we should sit up and take notice.  Jesus has 

earned the right to say:  

“I am the way and the truth and the life.  

No one comes to the Father except through me.”  

- John 14:6NIV 

Easter isn’t just a holiday.  It’s the commemoration 

of the day God turned the world upside down.  The 

reality of eternal life, a relationship with the only 

true creator God and a life of transformation isn’t 

just possible, it’s certain. 

Like the seven basic story plots from which all other 

stories have been based. Jesus’ resurrection has 

proved that all other philosophies and thoughts have 

been either rejections or affirmation of His truth.   

He is risen!  He is risen indeed! 

 

See you at worship. 

Robert Cameron 

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/04/15/books/the-plot-thins-or-are-
no-stories-new.html 

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/04/15/books/the-plot-thins-or-are-no-stories-new.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/04/15/books/the-plot-thins-or-are-no-stories-new.html
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This Month’s  
Anniversaries  

Dixon & Maxine Stremler 
March 3, 1961 

Bob & Judy Raymond 
March 4, 1953 

Steve & Pam Lyng 
March 10, 1984  

Rob & Linda Houston 
March 21, 1986 

Coloring For Fun: 
Our coloring event was a great 
time of fellowship between men 
and women. While discovering 
the complexities of coloring, our 
group was able to relax and enjoy 
a calming environment together. 
Overall, it was a success! 

Coloring For Fun | February 10, 2018 
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Ryan and Diana Cleveland Update cru  

 

 

Diana, Abby, Josh, & Ryan 

PRAYER & PRAISE 

• Please pray for John as he begins 
his new life in Christ. Pray that he 
would stay connected to the 
Lord and his friends in Cru, and 
that he would grow in his walk 
with Christ. 

• Please pray for John as he 
wrestles with his old life. Pray that 
the Lord would use him as a light 
for the gospel with his family. 

• Please continue to pray for me in 
my new role with Valor. It is a high 
learning curve, but so far I am 
loving being able to serve the 
Lord in this way. 

• Pray that the Lord would use 
Valor to reach cadets, 
midshipmen, and veterans on 
campus across the country. 

• Please continue to pray that the 
Lord would use Diana to reach 
the nations through international 
and immigrant families in the 
Seattle area! 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Laurel Baptist Church, 

"HOW DID I GET HERE?" 

John woke up in the hospital after swallowing a handful of pills. That 
was the question he asked himself. 

He'd arrived at Lewis-Clark State College in Lewiston, Idaho, out of 
gas and utterly alone. His Latter-day Saints family had rejected 
him when he told them he was gay. He had hoped to make a 
new life and new friends but the excitement faded quickly. 

He met his best friend Andrew through Cru, who invited him to 
spend Christmas with his family. There, John was overwhelmed by 
the welcome he received from this Christian household. And then, 
Andrew insisted that John come with him to Cru Winter 
Conference. Feeling skeptical and unsure, he agreed, and after 
Christmas, they loaded up and headed to Portland. 

The first night, the speaker talked about Jesus' love. "What does that 
have to do with Jesus?" John wondered. As he listened to the 
speakers, he began to connect how grace opened the way to 
Jesus and his love. He had hard, honest conversations with 
conference speakers and friends. At one point, feeling confused 
and alone, he walked out of a session focused on the Bible and 
sexuality. Kirk, a conference speaker, saw him leave and followed 
him out. 

Kirk sat with him and listened to his story as John sobbed, talking 
about his family and his gay identity. For John, Kirk's time and 
genuine concern meant as much to him as his words: "God has 
something for you," Kirk told him. "God, your father, has something 
for you." 

The next morning, John found himself packed onto the light-rail 
train with hundreds of other Cru students, heading for a 
neighborhood called Rockwood. He'd ditched his campus friends 
to think and process. And he was enjoying the ease he'd been 
making brand new friends at the conference. He'd never been 
able to make friends before, at least not like this. 

At the same time, he was unsure about this thing they called 
an outreach. They were going to knock on doors and talk to 
strangers about things he didn't fully understand or believe 
himself. 

"And this is going to magically help me know God?" He wondered.
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Ryan and Diana Cleveland Update Continued cru  

 
But then, the group started a conversation with 
a man sitting on his porch, smoking a cigarette. 
As they talked, John, remembering the 
questions they'd been given to ask, simply asked 
the man about his spiritual background. He'd 
been raised as a Christian, he said. But then his 
family kicked him out. 

That's my story, John thought. He shared his own 
experience with his LDS parents. "They didn't care 
about me," he said. But these new friends he was 
with, they actually did care about him, 
regardless whether he become a Christian or 
not, he said. To John's amazement, he could see 
the man responding to what he said. 

"Okay, God's working in this man," he thought. "And 
I've barely met him. God must be working through 
me somehow." 

On the light-rail train back to the hotel, John 
started asking those around him for their stories 
and how God had worked in their lives. A sudden 
thought slipped into his mind, giving him 
goosebumps. "I think I want to do this. I want to 
accept Christ," he thought. He decided to wait 
until he was back with his North Idaho Cru friends. 

"l want you all to pray for me," he told them. "This is 
a lot, and I'm at the beginning of it." 

The students and staff from North Idaho gathered 
around him to pray right there, and one of his 
friends started to cry. He started crying. And then 
everyone was crying. They prayed, then they all 
hugged him. They said they were excited to have 
him in their family. 

In the final evening session that followed, God 
continued to speak into his soul, and he listened 

eagerly. That night he was up until after 2 am. He 
met one random student after another, told his 
story, and then prayed with them. 

"There's no way this is me," he thought. These were 
people he never would have chosen to hang out 
with before. "Who stays up till 2:45 to pray? This is all 
God working through me." 

This was a brand new year, he thought. "Even if it 
ends bad, it doesn't matter -this is the first time I'll 
actually have Christ!" 

It is amazing to watch the Holy Spirit continue to 

work in people's lives each year at the Portland 

Winter Conference. With the organizational 

changes in Cru, the structure of the old "Greater 

Northwest" region we were a part of for the last 

77 years on staff with Cru will not continue as a 

regional entity. The gospel work being done on 

the campuses there will continue without 

missing a beat, but this change also marks the 

end of the Portland Winter Conference. 

I have said this many times over the years, but it is 

worth saying again. I have seen the Lord do more 

in people's lives in these four days than in an entire 

school year. There will be other Winter 

Conferences in cities like San Fransisco and 

Denver, but I wanted to share the story above to 

honor what the Lord is has done at at the Portland 

Winter Conference for the last 25 years. 

Thank you for your prayer and financial support. 

Diana and I are so very grateful for you. 

Your Missionaries, 

 

RYAN & DIANA CLEVELAND 5704 S. GROVE DR. MUKILTEO, WA 98275 (425) 405-3733  

RYAN.CLEVELAND@CRU.ORG DIANA.CLEVELAND@CRU.ORG 0 WWW.CLEVELANDCRU.COM 



6 

 
Love INC 

Update 

  
CONNECTION Winter 2018 

 

 

Thank you to all those who gave so generously at year-end. 
These donations will greatly help to expand our capacity in volunteer mobilization and to create more 

opportunities for people to serve local families in need. 

Our Vision: To see Christian Churches united in purpose and fully engaged in actively living out their faith by lovingly 
serving people in need in their community. We are here to foster unity among churches where Christians serve across 
denominational lines on behalf of the needy. 

 

office@whatcomloveinc.org (360) 671-6201 whatcomloveinc.org PO Box 1602, Bellingham, WA 98227 

Two months of storage for a homeless woman 
A homeless woman, with an autistic son, was in need of help to pay the fee for a small storage unit containing her belongings. 
She is on the housing list and this help would prevent the loss of these items. We were able to refer her to the members of   
the *ministry team, which paid two months of storage. 

*The ministry team consists of a group of local churches that supply limited financial aid to homeless and low-income people  
in the form of gas vouchers, small utility payments, phones, phone minutes, grocery vouchers, and clothing. 

Help with utilities and other basic needs for a man with nowhere else to turn 
The Clearinghouse took a call in December from a man seeking help with his utilities and a furnace replacement.  
*Andy is suffering with mental illness from a head injury and has not been able to work in two years. Andy’s religion does 
not recognize mental health issues as a real condition and he has been shunned by not only his congregation but also his 
family. *Not his real name. 

During a recent conversation with Cindy, our Clearinghouse Coordinator, Andy said that his wife had left and took his  
daughter. His bank accounts had been emptied, and he had no transportation or water to shower. Cindy referred him to  
Project Hope in Lynden, who blessed Andy with their willingness with to help. Not only are they helping with his bills, but they 
have negotiated a payment plan with the water association for him and provided a pass for a shower! He says, "It's amazing 
how much clearer you can think when you have had a shower!” We continue to pray for Andy and the many people in our 
community like him that suffer from mental and emotional illness. Love INC also thanks the many churches and organizations  
in Whatcom County that partner so generously with us to serve those in need. 

Catch the Love INC Vision! 
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Love INC Ministry Updates 

Church Partner Coordinators: Love INC is a partnership of churches who work together in a coordinated manner with struggling 
families. Our strategy is to identify someone at each partner church to serve as coordinator, or liaison, between Love INC and 
their church. This year we are beginning quarterly coordinator meetings. They will provide vision, communication and traction. 

This team is passionate about mobilizing churches in unified local mission and service. 

The Clearinghouse: We currently have five phone volunteers answering phones Monday through Thursday. We like to have 
two volunteers each day, which we do on Mondays, and alternate weeks on Tuesday or Thursday. Please pray for two more 
phone volunteers, one for Tuesday and one for Wednesday, and please consider volunteering your time from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on one of those days. 

I-on-I Managing Your Money: Personal financial coaching began January 11 with the help of six volunteer coaches. Coaches are 
helping three individuals or family groups with setting budgets and dealing with their debts. In addition to the I-on-I sessions, 
life skills presentations on common consumer issues are being provided under the coordination of Darlene Moore. The 
coaching program is held at Bellingham Covenant Church on Thursday evenings, starting at 6:30 p.m. The current financial 
session ends with a client congratulatory dinner on March 22. Open enrollment will continue from now through the end of 
March. Thank you coaches Darlene Moore, Deb McGovern, Jim Zander, Nicole Junell, Don Lotze, Sheerie Keller, Dan Sanford 
and coordinator Joan Lotze. Please keep both coaches and clients in your prayers. 

Furnished with Love: Our furniture ministry is currently functioning at a limited capacity as we train a new team of volunteers, 
managed by a new church partner. We'll keep you informed on the progress of this ministry. Please pray for the procurement of 
volunteer teams of three people to deliver furniture on Saturdays. 

If you are interested in volunteering, please call (360) 671-6201 for more information, or go to our website: 
whatcomloveinc.org/volunteer, where you will find a link to our Volunteer Form. 

Prayer Calendar 
Please pray during each month for: 

February: 
 

Prayer for our Board, for new members recently added and the recruitment process for a couple 
more members. 
General overall prayers of Provision, Protection, & Wisdom in Leadership. 

March:  
 Prayer for Furnished with Love program redevelopment, and training new volunteer team for 

program management. 
Prayer for I-on-I Managing Your Money, as they need volunteers to serve as coaches and assistants. 

April:  
 

Prayer for God's love to touch the hearts of those we serve. Prayer 
for open doors to share the gospel message with others. 

Thank you to our outgoing Board Members! 

Dear Bonnie Bitz, Chet Kenoyer, Don Lotze, and Deb McGovern: 

What a blessing to come into Love INC as a first-time Executive Director with this fabulous team of Board 
members. Thank you each for the gift of your time and talent in serving others through this ministry. I honor 
each of you for the gifting and heart you brought, prayers you prayed and hours you served. You left a 
legacy of faithfulness, hope and the active love of our Savior. 

Blessings, 
Shannon 

We are looking for additional board members. If you are interested, 
please call Shannon Williamson, Executive Director, at (360) 715-1175. 
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American Baptist Home Missions Societies Update 
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  Current Small Groups 

CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR MORE INFO ON THESE GROUPS @ 360.398.1761 
  

Sunday Morning Line-up  
9:00 a.m. Nursery & Childcare Opens 

9:00 a.m. Disciple Hour for all ages  

9:15 a.m.  Worship Team Practice 

9:30 a.m.  Hosting Team 

9:45 a.m.  Fellowship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship 

11:00 a.m.  Fellowship 

11:15 a.m. Sermon Based Group 

“FRIDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP” 
Rob & Jill Horgen host a fun fellowship group on 
the first Friday of each month. They will meet at 
a local restaurant, for a fun relaxing evening of 
friendship & eats. Contact the church office for 

contact info and more details for this group. 
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March 2018 

Activities Calendar 
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

1 

8am ZLO 

10am-2pm 

Share Room 

7pm Worship 

Practice 

7pm American 

Heritage Girls-

Leaders Meeting 

2 

6:30pm Friday 

Night Fellowship 

3 

8:30am 

Men’s BSF 

Leaders 

Meeting 

9am Card 

Making 

Class 

4 

9am Discipleship  

9am Sunday 

Morning Nursery 

10am Worship, 

Nursery & 

Children’s Church 

11:15am Sermon 

Based Group 

5 

8:30am Classical 

Conversations 

4:30pm Young Life 

Family Night 

7pm 4-H Council 

 

6 

8am ZLO  

9am Share 

Room 

Stocking 

10am Ladies 

Bible Study 

6:55pm 

Men’s BSF 

7 

10am Men’s Group 

6:30pm Women’s 12 

Step Group 

6:30pm Men’s Group 

8 

8am ZLO 

10am-2pm 

Share Room 

7pm Worship 

Practice 

7pm Trail Life 

USA 

7pm American 

Heritage Girls 

9 

 

10 

7pm Song 

Worship 

Event 

11 

DAYLIGHT 

SAVINGS 

9am Discipleship  

9am Sunday 

Morning Nursey 

10am Worship, 

Nursery & 

Children’s Church 

11:15am Sermon 

Based Group 

12 

8:30am Classical 

Conversations 

 

13 

8am ZLO  

9am Share 

Room 

Stocking 

10am Ladies 

Bible Study 

 

14 

10am Men’s Group 

6:30pm Women’s 12 

Step Group 

6:30pm Men’s Group 

6:30pm Archery Club 

15 

8am ZLO  

10am-2pm 

Share Room 

6pm ZLO Info 

Night 

7pm Worship 

Practice 

16 

 

17 

American 

Heritage 

Girls/Trail 

Life 

Pinewood 

Derby 

 

18 

9am Discipleship 

9am Sunday 

Morning Nursery 

10am Worship, 

Nursery & 

Children’s Church 

11:15am Sermon 

Based Group 

 

19 

8:30am Classical 

Conversations 

7pm Church Board 

Meeting 

20 

8am ZLO  

9am Share 

Room 

Stocking 

10am Ladies 

Bible Study 

6:55pm 

Men’s BSF 

 

21 

10am Men’s Group 

6:30pm Women’s 12 

Step Group 

6:30pm Men’s Group 

6:30pm Archery Club 

22 

8am ZLO 

10am-2pm 

Share Room 

7pm Worship 

Practice 

7pm Trail Life 

USA 

7pm American 

Heritage Girls 

23 24 

8:30am 

Men’s BSF 

Leaders 

meeting 

25  

PALM SUNDAY 

9am Discipleship 

9am Sunday 

Morning Nursery 

10am Worship, 

Nursery & 

Children’s Church 

11:15am Trail 

Life/American 

Heritage Girls 

Potluck 

26 

8:30am Classical 

Conversations 

27 

8am ZLO  

9am Share 

Room 

Stocking 

10am Ladies 

Bible Study 

6:55pm 

Men’s BSF 

7pm Sig’s 

Saddle 

Tramps 4H 

28 

ROLLING THUNDER 

PRAYER DAY 

10am Men’s Group 

6:30pm Women’s 12 

Step Group 

6:30pm Men’s Group 

6:30pm Archery Club 

29 

10am-2pm 

Share Room 

7pm Worship 

Practice 

30 

GOOD FRIDAY 

7pm Good Friday 

Service 

31 

PASSOVER 

8:30am 

Men’s BSF 

Leaders 

meeting 


