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Celebrating the “Giving”  

in Thanksgiving
 

To help raise the necessary finances for the 

McGees to attend their school, several individuals 

here at Laurel Church are planning a fundraising 

dinner. Make your plans now to invite your 

friends and neighbors to a wonderful time of 

community Thanksgiving by sharing God’s 

blessing with a dynamic ministry in the Peruvian 

Amazon Jungle. 

Your Invited to… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

McGee 
“Next Steps Dinner” 

Sunday, November 19, 2017 at 6:30pm 

in the Worship Center at Laurel Church 
If you have any questions, please contact the Church Office. 

___________________________ 
Come join the Christmas Bazaar being put on at 

Laurel Church. The Christmas Bazaar is a craft 

bazaar, and everyone is welcome. We are also 

trying to get food court volunteers so if you are 

interested in helping, please contact Vickie 

Cameron. The Bazaar is being held on Saturday, 

November 18th at 9:00am in the Worship Center, 

Fellowship Hall, Kitchen, and Commons. 

We are also having a Community Thanksgiving 

Dinner on Thursday, November 23, 2017 

(Thanksgiving Day) at 2:00pm. Everyone is 

invited and there is a sign-up to let us know how 

many people and what dishes you’re planning on 

bring. If you have any questions, please contact 

the church office. 
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“It’s More than the Food” 
 

If something like it had happened in our day and age, 

there’d be an uproar all throughout the media; 

Congress would order investigations and family 

members would line up in droves filing lawsuits 

against the organizers.  By today’s standards the trip 

was a huge failure.  It was poorly planned, poorly 

equipped; poorly trained.  They were mostly city 

dwellers with every little experience farming and 

living off the land, yet they went anyway. 

Imagine, out the 102 people who set out on their trek, 

only 45 people survived, with only 3 out of 18 couples 

remaining intact and only 4 women surviving the first 

Winter. 

If it hadn’t been for the local natives, they would have 

starved to death and we would be talking about them 

like we talk about the Roanoke Island colony that 

disappeared between 1585-1590. 

You’re right, I’m talking about the pilgrims that came 

ashore at Plymouth on December 25, 1620 to begin 

building the necessary buildings to survive the Winter.  

When Spring arrived, they struggled to prepare the 

land: clearing trees and breaking virgin sod; all 

without horses or oxen.  If they hadn’t had the help of 

Squanto, Samoset, Massasoit: chief of the 

Wampanoags, and many in the tribe they would not 

have made it through the next winter. 

Through all the toil and hardships this small band of 

separatists could have become discouraged and bitter 

about the situation, each other and their God, but they 

remained steadfast and kept moving forward.  They 

could have thought themselves above the local natives 

and not accepted their help.  They could have tried to 

drive them away and not learn to trust them as the 

tribe learned to trust the strangers: “the coat men”. 

In the Fall, after a bountiful yield they decided to have 

a harvest festival.  Here too, they could have just set 

the tables for just the survivors.  (After all, there were 

only 4 women and a couple of older girls to do the 

meal preparation.)  But instead, they chose to invite 

the Wampanoags to the party.  On that first 

“Thanksgiving” in September of 1621 over 90 natives 

attended the celebration. 

The event wasn’t so much about the food however.  It 

was the celebration of the providence and grace of 

God.  Throughout that first horrible year, the survivors 

saw themselves as fulfilling a great mission that was 

bigger than any one person.  People died.  Loved ones 

who came with such hope were no longer with them.  

The plans they, both together and individually had 

when they arrived, were nothing like the life they 

were now experiencing.  But they had to trust God. 

What the pilgrims set in motion in December of 1620 

would eventually be transformed into the freedoms we 

have today.  

So, when we gather around a table this Thanksgiving, 

may we acknowledge that we are called to a journey 

and an adventure that is bigger than us.  That we too, 

like the pilgrims, depend on the providence and grace 

of God.  May we also open our doors to our neighbors 

and friends to share whatever we freely acknowledge 

was supplied by our gracious Father.  May we not 

only count our blessing, but acknowledge the valleys 

He’s brought us through. 

I hope you all have a wonderful Thanksgiving time.  

And, if you don’t have any plans for Thanksgiving 

Day, you can join the many who will gather at the 

church to share with each other the blessing of God. 

“Rejoice always, pray continually,  

give thanks in all circumstances;  

for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 
1 Thessalonians 5:16–18NIV 

 

See you at worship. 

Robert Cameron 
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This Month’s 
Anniversaries 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Ray & Susan Moore 
November 3, 2007 

Steve & Beth Simmons 
November 16, 1979 

John & Linda Baird 
November 18, 1980 

Bill & Mary Kaye McGee 
November 19, 1966 

 

By the time you’re reading this newsletter the most or all 

the desires listed on the Meridian Wish List bulletin board 

will have been delivered to the teachers and staff.  Thanks to 

the generosity of members and friends of the church over 

$2,500.00 worth of books, supplies and other requested 

items have been delivered to respective teachers and staff. 

Thank you for being part of demonstrating the love of Jesus 

to people who help our most vulnerable and important 

treasure: the children of our community. 

More feedback from Irene Reither Elementary School’s 

staff regarding our August luncheon for them. 
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Showers of Blessing 
It was a fun time on Saturday morning, 

October 19th when women met to “shower” 

Danielle and newborn Skylar with many 

gifts. 

The gifts were many, the laughter was 

much and the Spirit was there in their 

midst as Christ’s love was shared. 

Rebuilding, Restoring, Renewing Puerto Rico 
In response to the devastating one-two punch leveled at Puerto Rico first by Hurricane Irma and most recently by 

Hurricane Maria, American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS), in partnership with American Baptist 

Churches USA, has launched a multi-year initiative, "Rebuilding, Restoring, Renewing Puerto Rico," ABHMS 

Executive Director Dr. Jeffrey Haggray announced recently. 

"Rebuilding, Restoring, Renewing Puerto Rico" seeks to raise $1 million within the next three to six months through 

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) to support rebuilding the homes, churches and lives of our brothers and sisters in 

Christ. ABHMS has pledged $25,000 to launch this major renewal effort, matching OGHS funds already earmarked 

for Puerto Rico recovery. 

"Within the next three to five years," Haggray said, "we will work with our American Baptist partners to restore all 

114 churches and nine missions in the Iglesias Bautistas de Puerto Rico as well as Corporación Milagros del Amor 

and Seminario Evangélico de Puerto Rico." 

In this first phase of the long-term ABHMS initiative, a task force of staff and American Baptist partners is being 

convened by Victoria Goff, ABHMS associate director, Mission Advancement and Passionary Movement, to develop 

a comprehensive plan for sustained support of the region. The Rev. Salvador Orellana, ABHMS director of Latino 

Ministries, will provide logistical and relational support to the initiative. 

The relationship between the Puerto Rico region and ABHMS has longstanding and deep roots: The American Baptist 

Home Mission Societies, a forerunner of today's ABHMS, established the first Baptist church in Rio Piedras in 1899 

and sponsored home missionaries from the mainland who ministered across the island. 

Please GIVE generously to the Rebuilding, Restoring, Renewing Puerto Rico multi-year initiative. Your contribution, 

no matter the size, will make a big difference for our Puerto Rican American Baptist family.  

GIVE NOW 

One hundred percent of donations will go to relief efforts; donations will be used for immediate needs, such as water 

and food, as well as long-term recovery and rebuilding efforts. No dollars are retained for administrative costs.  

If making a donation via check, please make check payable to "OGHS-Puerto Rico" and mail to:  

OGHS-Puerto Rico  

Attn: Kim Wilkins  

American Baptist Home Mission Societies  

Box 851 Valley Forge, PA, 19482-0851 

To ensure that your church receives credit for your gift, write the church name on your check or, if giving online, in 

the "comment" box. 
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Laurel Church 
2018 Church Covenant  
Each year we offer followers of Jesus the opportunity to become a 
corporate member of Laurel Church.  Corporate membership is a way to 
publicly commit to the ministry and mission of Laurel Church as well as say 
that you are willing to be accountable to the Laurel Church community with 
your maturing faith in Christ.  Because of the transient nature of our culture we practice annual renewal of 
membership. 

If you have been in the past a member of Laurel Church, please prayerfully read the 2018 Church Covenant 
and consider renewing your Covenant by signing the Covenant inserts in your church bulletin on Sunday 
mornings.  If you are interested in becoming a Covenant Member of Laurel Church, contact the church office 
and we’ll set up a class with other interested persons to answer your questions and walk through the process 
of becoming a Covenant Member. 

 
Because I believe… 

in one God, who: 

• is three persons, the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit 

• is eternal, creator, sovereign, loving and 
Lord of the Universe. 

in Jesus Christ: 

• His deity and humanity, God’s only Son; 

• His virgin birth; 

• His life without sin; 

• His substitutionary death on the cross for 
the sins of all people; 

• His bodily resurrection from the grave; 

• His ascension into heaven; 

• His promised return to judge the world. 

in the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, who: 

• comforts the hurting; 

• convicts people of their sin; 

• leads and converts people to belief in 
Christ; 

• teaches the world of God’s truth; 

• indwells the believer in Christ with God’s 
eternal life; 

• and gives gifts for ministry in order to 
proclaim God’s love, grace and salvation to 
the world. 

in the Old and New Testaments of the Bible, and that 
they are: 

• inspired by the Holy Spirit; 

• absolutely trustworthy in all matters; 

• the only authority for faith and practice in 
the Christian life. 

in the resurrection that makes possible to all: 

• eternal life with God for those who believe in 
Christ; 

• eternal separation from God for those  

who do not believe in Christ. 

in the church: 

• the regenerate and universal “Body of 
Christ”; 

• the “Priesthood of all Believers”’ 

• the local autonomous congregation of saints 
as the physical representation of God’s 
Kingdom on earth; 

• the association principle that understands 
the need to work with other believing 
congregations for the glory, purposes and 
pleasure of God. 

and having affirmed my faith through baptism, I 
agree to enter into a covenant relationship with the 
people of Laurel Church.  As a covenant member I 
will, with God’s help and to the best of my ability …  

• participate regularly in the worship and training 
of the Church in order to mature as a child of 
God, 

• serve faithfully in the ministries and outreach 
activities of the Church, 

• support the mission, vision, values, Pastors and 
leadership of the Church, 

• seek resolution of differences and conflicts 
privately and graciously as Scripture requires, 

• endeavor to tithe and give generously to the 
financial costs of achieving the mission of the 
Church, 

• intentionally practice the disciplines of worship, 
prayer, study, service and community, 

• let the love of God’s Spirit flow through me to 
those with whom I come in contact. 
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You Don’t to Miss This 

Testimony! 

An important ministry we’ve supported over the years is 

the Cleveland family who serve through CRU (Campus 

Crusade for Christ).  They are truly committed to seeing 

people come to faith in Jesus Christ. 

Their October 14, 2017 newsletter (Their newsletters are 

posted on the Missions Board in the church commons 

area) had a story about what it means to experience 

God’s leading and presence.  Enjoy the read and give 

God the glory. 

 

 

 

IT'S 3:11 A.M. 

AND 

SOMEONE IS 

AT THE 

DOOR! 

Ryan and I sat 

straight up in 

bed. "Was that the doorbell?" Ryan asked. The doorbell 

rang again and we rushed downstairs. Loud pounding. 

We wondered if it was the police. Ryan opened the door. 

It was Eunjeong! 

One week earlier... 

I met Eunjeong 

the week before 

in Josh's 

classroom 

during school 

orientation. She 

caught my attention as she stood there, clearly not 

knowing what to do. I quickly realized she didn't speak 

English, but we managed to communicate via Google 

Translate. Much to both of our surprise, we were close 

neighbors! 

A few days after orientation, my 

friend Mikyung (who just came 

to know the Lord in April) was 

visiting and I told her about 

meeting Eunjeong. Mikyung 

shared that she had been really 

impacted by the sermon the 

previous Sunday while visiting 

our church with us. Pastor Chris Taylor had shared about 

being bold in sharing the gospel, and she saw this as an 

opportunity from the Lord to respond and we should text 

her to see if she was available for coffee. 

Eunjeong responded, 

"Yes, please come to 

my house." 

Mikyung and I prayed and left to visit Eunjeong. As we 

sat and had coffee, Mikyung took the initiative and 

invited Eunjeong to come to church with her on Sunday. 

Eunjeong accepted. She had never been to church 

before, but after being essentially alone for nine months 

in America only knowing her husband and two kids, not 

being able to speak the language, she had begun to think 

about God. 

On Sunday, Eunjeong went to church for the first time 

with Mikyung. That afternoon Mikyung and I received a 

text from Eunjeong inviting us and our families over for 

dinner. I was surprised but really excited, so I replied 

telling her that we would love to come. 

We went to Eunjeong's home, and met her husband, 

Sangyeob, and their kids. As we sat around the table 

enjoying an amazing meal that Eunjeong had prepared, 

my heart was filled with gratitude to God for the 

relationship he was building between us. Suddenly the 

phone rang. It was Sangyeob's brother. Sangyeob's father 

was very ill and had taken a turn for the worst and he 

was not expected to live much 

longer. 

This put Sangyeob and Eunjeong 

in tough position. Eunjeong was 

eight months pregnant, and did 

not speak English, but they had a 

month before she was due and 

Sangyeob expected to be back in a week so they made a 

decision and he boarded a plane to Korea the next 

morning. 

That evening Ryan and I were talking, wondering what 

Eunjeong would do if the baby came early. I decided I 

would call Mikyung in the morning 

and see what we could do to help 

just in case. It would have been a 

good idea if I had just had another 12 hours to 

implement it. 

3:12 A.M. 

There was Eunjeong, standing in our doorway, clearly 

distressed and frantically speaking to us in Korean. She 

gestured towards her midsection waving her arms up and 

down, still rapidly speaking in Korean. I asked, "Did 

your water break?" 

She frantically nodded yes! 

Mikyung 

Eunjeong 

Diana, Ryan, Abby & Josh 

Cleveland 
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"Hospital 

bag?" I 

gestured. 

Eunjeong 

shook 

her head 

no. I took 

a deep 

breath 

calculating carefully our next steps. Quickly, Eunjeong 

and I gathered some things. We really need a translator. 

Ryan kept calling Mikyung. No answer. Praise the Lord. 

Mikyung called back and we got her on the phone with 

Eunjeong. Now we had a plan, and I took Eunjeong to 

the hospital and Mikyung would meet us there. 

Sangyeob, arrived at the hospital in Korea where his dad 

was admitted around the same time as Eunjeong and I 

arrived at the ER. His father had been holding on for 

Sangyeob to arrive so he could say goodbye. 

11:44A.M. 

I took pictures and video of baby Henry as made his 

entrance into the world. Shortly thereafter and half a 

world away, with his father beside him, Sangyeob 

received a picture of his son. After gazing upon the 

picture of his newly born grandson, Sangyeob's father 

breathed his last. 

As Eunjeong sat quietly in the hospital room with baby 

Henry she has begun to think deeply about God and the 

events of the past few days. God is good. 

It has been a month since baby Henry entered our world 

and both Eunjeong and Henry are doing great. Mikyung 

and I continue to meet with Eunjeong to talk about life 

and the Lord. As I consider all that happened, there are 

two things that are already abundantly clear: I have made 

a friend for life and the Lord is in pursuit of Eunjeong. 

 

Ryan and I are so thankful for you. It is because of your 

partnership with us we are able to be a part of what the 

Lord is doing, including being used to impact people’s 

lives like Eunjeong, Sangyeob, and their three kids. 

 

Thank you! 

 

Your Missionaries, 

 

 

 

 

•  
  

Mikyung, Diana, Baby Henry, & Eunjeong 
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  Current Small Groups 

CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR MORE INFO ON THESE GROUPS @ 360.398.1761 
  

Sunday Morning Line-up  
9:00 a.m. Nursery & Childcare Opens 

9:00 a.m. Disciple Hour for all ages  

9:15 a.m.  Worship Team Practice 

9:30 a.m.  Hosting Team 

9:45 a.m.  Fellowship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship 

11:00 a.m.  Fellowship 

11:00 a.m. Sermon Based Group 

“FRIDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP” 
Rob & Jill Horgen host a fun fellowship group on 
the first Friday of each month. They will meet at 
a local restaurant, for a fun relaxing evening of 
friendship & eats. Contact the church office for 

contact info and more details for this group. 

A Women’s 12 Step 
Spiritual Journey 

Mondays @6:30pm 
in Room 101 

at Laurel Church 
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November 2017 

Activities Calendar 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 

10am Men’s group 

3:30pm Women’s 
Aerobic Walking 
Class 

4:30pm Women’s 
Basic Stretch & Relax 
Class 

6:30pm Men’s group 

7pm Covenant Info 

2 
8am ZLO 

10am-2pm Share 
Room 

7pm Trail Life 
USA Uniformed 
Leaders Meeting 

7pm Worship 
Practice 

3 
3:30pm Women’s 
Aerobic Walking 
Class 

4:30pm Women’s 
Basic Stretch & 
Relax Class 

6:30pm Friday 
Night Fellowship 

4 
8:30am 
MBSF 
Leaders 
Mtg. 

5 
9am Discipleship  

9am Sunday 
Morning Nursery 

10am Worship, 
Nursery & 
Children’s Church 

11:15am Sermon 
Based Group 

6 
8:30am Classical 
Conversations 

4:30pm Women’s 
Aerobic Walking Class 

5:30pm Women’s 
Basic Stretch & Relax 
Class 

6:30pm Women’s 12 
Step Group 

7pm 4H Meeting 

7 
8am ZLO  

9am Share 
Room Stocking 

10am Ladies 
Bible Study 

6:55pm Men’s 
BSF 

8 
10am Men’s group 

3:30pm Women’s 
Aerobic Walking 
Class 

4:30pm Women’s 
Basic Stretch & Relax 
Class 

6:30pm Men’s group 

6:30pm Archery Club 

9 
8am ZLO 
10am-2pm Share 
Room 
7pm Worship 
Practice 
7pm Trail Life 
Letter Fundraiser 
7pm Heritage 
Girls 

10 
3:30pm Women’s 
Aerobic Walking 
Class 

4:30pm Women’s 
Basic Stretch & 
Relax Class 

7pm 4H 
Achievement Night 

11 

Veterans 
Day 

 
8:30am 
MBSF 
Leaders 
Mtg. 

12 
9am Discipleship  
9am Sunday 
Morning Nursery 
10am Worship, 
Nursery & 
Children’s Church 

11:15am Sermon 
Based Group 

13 
8:30am Classical 
Conversations 

4:30pm Women’s 
Aerobic Walking Class 

5:30pm Women’s 
Basic Stretch & Relax 
Class 

4:30pm Young Life 
Family Night 

6:30pm Women’s 12 
Step Group 

14 
8am ZLO  

9am Share 
Room Stocking 

10am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

6:55pm Men’s 
BSF 

15 
10am Men’s group 

3:30pm Women’s 
Aerobic Walking 
Class 

4:30pm Women’s 
Basic Stretch & Relax 
Class 

6:30pm Men’s group 

6:30pm Archery Club 

7pm Covenant Info 

16 
8am ZLO 

10am-2pm Share 
Room 

7pm Worship 
Practice 

7pm-8pm Trail 
Life Operation 
Christmas Child 
 

17 
3pm-6pm Bazaar 
Set-up 

3:30pm Women’s 
Aerobic Walking 
Class 

4:30pm Women’s 
Basic Stretch & 
Relax Class 

18 
8:30am 
MBSF 
Leaders 
Mtg. 

9am 
Christmas 
Bazaar 

19 
9am Discipleship  

9am Sunday 
Morning Nursey 

10am Worship, 
Nursery & 
Children’s Church 

11:15am Sermon 
Based Group 

6:30pm McGee 
Fundraiser Dinner 

20 
8:30am Classical 
Conversations 

4:30pm Women’s 
Aerobic Walking Class 

5:30pm Women’s 
Basic Stretch & Relax 
Class 

6:30pm Women’s 12 
Step Group 

7pm Church Board 
Meeting 

21 
8am ZLO 

9am Share 
Room Stocking 

10am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

6:55pm Men’s 
BSF 

22 
Rolling Thunder 

Prayer Day 

10am Men’s group 

3:30pm Women’s 
Aerobic Walking 
Class 

4:30pm Women’s 
Basic Stretch & Relax 
Class 

6:30pm Men’s group 

6:30pm Archery Club 

23 

Thanksgiving 
  
2pm Church 
Family & 
Friends 
Thanksgiving 
Dinner 

24 
3:30pm Women’s 
Aerobic Walking 
Class 

4:30pm Women’s 
Basic Stretch & 
Relax Class 

25 
8:30am 
MBSF 
Leaders 
Mtg. 

26 
9am Discipleship 

9am Sunday 
Morning Nursery 

10am Worship, 
Nursery & 
Children’s Church 

11:15am Sermon 
Based Group 

27 
8:30am Classical 
Conversations 

4:30pm Women’s 
Aerobic Walking Class 

5:30pm Women’s 
Basic Stretch & Relax 
Class 

6:30pm Women’s 12 
Step Group 

28 
8am ZLO 

9am Share 
Room Stocking 

10am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

6:55pm Men’s 
BSF 

7pm Sig’s 
Saddle Tramps 

29 
10am Men’s group 

3:30pm Women’s 
Aerobic Walking 
Class 

4:30pm Women’s 
Basic Stretch & Relax 
Class 

6:30pm Men’s group 

6:30pm Archery Club 

30 
8am ZLO 

10am-2pm Share 
Room 
7pm Worship 
Practice 

 

1 
3:30pm Women’s 
Aerobic Walking 
Class 

4:30pm Women’s 
Basic Stretch & 
Relax Class 

6:30pm Friday 
Night Fellowship 

2 
8:30am 
MBSF 
Leaders 
Mtg. 
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